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And whose negligence could conceivably come
in there? The board of directors did not tell
the employee to use that piece of machinery;
and the president of the corporation did not tell
him to use that piece of machinery. And so
forth. Don’t you see by that theory that a
man never can get redress for negligence on the
part of the employer? When I hear judges
reason upon the analogy of the relationships
that used to exist between workmen and their
employers a generation ago, I wonder if they
have not opened their eyes to the modern world.
You know, we have a right to expect that
judges will have their eyes open, even though
the law which they administer hasn’t awakened.
Yet that is but a single small detail illustrative
of the difficulties we are in because we have not
adjusted the law to the facts of the new order.

Since I entered politics, I have chiefly~ had

men’s views confided to me privately. Some. .

of the biggest men in the United States, in the
field of commerce and manufacture, are afraid
of somebody, are afraid of something. They
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know that there is a power somewhere so organ-
ized, so subtle, so watchful, so interlocked, so
complete, so pervasive, that they had better
not speak above their breath when they speak
in condemnation of it. -

They know that America is not a place of
which it can be said, as it used to be, that a man
may choose his own calling and pursue it just
as far as his abilities enable him to pursue it;
because to-day, if he enters certain fields, there
are organizations which will use means against
him that will prevent his building up a business
which they do not want to have built up; organi-
zations that will see to it that the ground is cut
from under him and the markets shut against
him. For if he begins to sell to certain retail
dealers, to any retail dealers, the monopoly will
refuse to sell to those dealers, and those dealers,
afraid, will not buy the new man’s wares.

And this is the country which has lifted to the
admiration of the world its ideals of absolutely

free opportunity, where no man is supposed
to be under any limitation except the limitations
of his character and of his mind; where there is



