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Praise of the Congressioral Fire
Services Canciis, One World for Lifz,
and Congressman Curt Weldon

“in a city that{s too often characterized by how people
tions of party, ideclogy; gender, race and ethnicity, Curt
led the charge in creating something very different, The
{Congressional Fire Services Caucus] was one of those
rare organizations- maybe the only one I sawin my
24 years in the Congress-- that was defined by a com-
mon purpose emong pecple who most Hkely dissgreed
about many things. But they all agreed that support for
America’s First Responders was non-negotiabie.

1t is sad that it tooX the September 11 tragedy to
rerriind the popular culture that First Resporders aze
selfless heroes day in and day out. But Curt Welden -
and the [Congressionzl Fire Services Caucas —lived
that belisf—and walked the walk—day in and day ont
from the first day a handfir] of supporters met ina small
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“Tha sticcess of the Corgressional Fire Services Caucus
is giumple, [t doesn’t exist to push partisan legisiation,
although membersare free fo infroduce and support leg-
islation as they see fit. Instead, the caucus simply exists
tosupport fire fighters in sach mermber’s district. That



was its genius, That was Curt’s genius, As such, for more
than 30 years, it has been one of the largest and mest
successful bipartisan caucuses in Congress. For three
decades, the caucts Jas supporied our national, state,
and local frefignters and raised a tremendous amount
of money for the families of both our professional and
volunteer fire men and wome. As somecrie who rep-
resented an area that experiences wild range firesasa
way cf iife, I xnow our fire fighters greatly appreciate
the caucus's support. And we greatly appreciate the

“Curt’s focus, drive anc dogged cetermination pushed
Congress and their stewards of the iconic Uniled States
Capitol Complex ¢ improve and upgrade fire protec-
tion, This herculean effort began when he learned frst-
hand curing the Longworth House Office Building
fire in the Speaker’s office just hiow out little hiad Seen
done to secure the buildings and occupants from the

Commiitee on Fire Safety that pushed Congressionzl
leadership and the Office of the Architect of the Capitol
o supzort my eforts to design and install contempo-
rary fire safety features and systems in all of the build-
ingson Capito] Hill, starting with the United States
Capitel aznd the Longworth House OFce Building,
And thus began a lasting respect for a fire chief that
came to Congress and madeihem take natice 9f that
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“The visicn gnd leadership of Congressman Curt
Weldon in creating the Congressional Pire Services
Caucuaandlnshmtewaseneeﬂthe m{m], ifnot THE
“wst,aignﬁmn. eventsinthe hisfory ofthe American
Fire Service”
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“Locking back on my career I can honestly say thas
the most important work I ever did was related to the
Cangreszional Fire Services Caucus and nsiitite [hag
the privilege of witnessing the most unselfish group
of men and women in our nation finally recsive the
attention they deserve for the impassible work they
do, 12lso learned 2 valuable lifelesson that Curt talked
about constantly (from his father) that your oply lim-
itations in life aresclf-imposed. Curtbelieved thisethic

“Following the guidance of Curt Weldon, Mason
Lankford and [ crganized Texas ficefighters and the
“Texas Connectior’ with our Congressional Delegatior



to network with firefighters across the country. Our
goal was to get every Fire Chief Inyolved in support of
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“{One World for Life] is a truly visionary concept that,
as Curt Weidon notes, can ltave brozder long-term and
systemic benefits globally. Indeed, OWTFL has a positive
vision and reflects 2 refusal to accept isternational con-
flict as always and everywhiere inevitable. A noble goal
of OWFL is to make humanity safer and empower an
international moveraent of peace and understanding
that will bring peoples of canflicting nations together”
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will never forget.”
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“In the. nmww the United States there has been no better champion of
the fire service than Con =.=_r_-‘~.»—'r-;_'- CI:I&W His decades of hard work
1ade t!m fire service visible
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