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Introduction

This book presents 51 historic documents to indict Zionism for repeated
attempts to collaborate with Adolf Hitler. The evidence, not I, will convince
you of the truth in the issue. o

Most selections formed the basis of my 1983 hook, Zionism in theAge of
the Dictators. An unknown Trotskyist doesnt expect a London Times review.
Yet they liked it: “Brenner is able to cite numerous cases where Zionists col-
|aborated with anti-Semitic re%lmes, including Hitlers.” Moscow’s Stalinist
|zvestia said likewise, and the ook became well known worldwide to spe-
cialists in Zionism. However, mainstream book reviewing in my America was
then fanatically defensive of Israel. _ o _

The New Republic raged against me for being the historic source of Jim
Allent 1987 Iay, Perdition. Americans never heard of it, but theater histori-
ans will tesh% hat, thanks to Zionist efforts to suppress it, it is one of the
most famous_plays in British history. | replied, But the magazine’ notori-
ously eccentric pablisher wouldnt run it, violating the right of reply upheld
even by most Zionist reviewing journals. ,

A 'Village Voice editor told me they wouldnt review the book. “If you
dont like it, set up your own paper.” So it went, and the general public in
modern Zionism’s second home never heard of the tome,

However, the media’ silence in reglard t0 my book isnt the cause for mod-
ern American ignorance of Zionism’s Holocaust role. In 1948, Albert Einstein
wrote a letter to The New York Times, denouncing Menachem Begin and his
Zionist Herut/Freedom Party as “closely akin in its organization, methods,
political philosophy and social appeal to"the Nazi and Fascist parties.”

IX



Introduction

~In 1960, Life magazine ran some of Adolf Eichmann’ memoir, written
in hldln%. He described deals with Hungarian Zionist Rezso Kasztner. In
1961, celeb writer Ben Hecht published Perfidy, exposing Kasztner.

~In 1963, Hannah Arendt critiqued the Zionist role in her celebrated
Eichmann in Jerusalem, getting their customary brickbat reviews in return,
Lucy Dawidowicz translated a secret German Zionist offer of collaboration
with Nazism in her Holocaust Reader, . _ o

None of these triggered significant public reevaluation of Zionism.
Unless dead Yanks are involved, most Americans stay away from reading
about foreign hlstorF and politics like the devil hates holy water.

Serious intellectual interest in anything “political™—Lincoln, whatev-
er—is far too much to exi)ect 0f47 percent of Americans, certain the God of
Abraham created the world, much like it is, in the last 10,000 years. (Others
bellteve %mosaurs and humans coexisted because they saw them together in a
cartoon.

Jewish reaclers are actually two publics, The expl_odlnlg, worldly, Jews are
the ca. 50% and growmgé_who reject Judaism as an intellectual broomcloset
in a hyperscientific age. Since they usually encountered Zionism connected
with Judaism, most have no interest in reading about it, as typical ex-
Catholics dont read about Catholic politics.

But the imploding religious Jews are commonly worse. There are ca.
15,000-plus Orthodox who See Zionism as a monstrous secular perversion of
their religion. However, for most Orthodox, political reading means a glatt
or hyper-kosher Zionist propaganda weekly, and a daily run by nitch-market
con-artists, “Jew-wooers” in this case, who' pander to their readers’ illusions.

Many members of the Conservative and Reform sects are troubled by
Israel, which doesnt permit their rabbis to perform legal marriages. But they
resolve their inner conflict, not br reading about or acting against what they
know is bigotry, but by psychic flight from the topic.

Be also apprised that ‘the Arab and Muslim publics are no better. An
Iranian Shia Muslim daily pirated my second book, The Iron Wall. They
decided that my figure, six million Jews killed by Hitler, was too high. Six
became one. o
~ The classic Prqverb stands: Fools outnumber the wise in every countr
in the world. Yet historians should—and I will—try to reach Americas “We
the People,” for all the stats. But the facts re historic and political illiteracy
raise profound questions about the ab|I|t¥)ofdemocrag to cope in an age of
war, terror and revolution, and they cant e ignored without destructive con-



Introduction

sequences. They will be dealt with in my last chapter, “Final Thoughts on the
Final Solution.” o

But now Israel is everyday’s TV news, and at least the historically edu-
cated, Jew and gentile, are graspln? that fuller understanding of Zionism,
with its 200 A-bombs, is essential to a sophisticated world politics, Today,
with the internet, talk radio, public access TV, and a sharp decline of Zionist
sentiment among Americas Jews, the general public and media, the stark
record will assure_dlly batter through any obstacles to reach serious researchers,
well beyond speciallsts, o . _
~Inany case, as Shakespeare insists that “brevity is the soul of wit,” there
Is a short Intro note to the selections, so you can understand it on your own.
You also get a glossary of foreign terms, organizations, efc. _

Then, after youVe cast your verdict, 1 allow myself the short closing

£S5y,

yReaders seeking detailed amplification of the material herein are referred
to my two books, available in major university and public libraries, and
presently on the internet;

www.marxists.de/middleast/brenner/index.htm>

<www.marxists.de/middleast/ironwali/index.htm>

As the documents are from five languages, with those in English written
over decades in American and British formats, each piece is edited on its
own, without format unity across the collection. _ o

Italians say traduttori, traditori—translators, traitors. But mine did
excellent work. | thank Hagai Forschner for his treatment of Yitzhak
Gruenbaum’s Hebrew “About the Holocaust and about the Reaction.”
Professor Egon Mayor was more than generous in providing me with a pro-
visional translation, prepared for him, of Rezso KasztnerS Report on' his
negotiations with the Nazis. Henry Black was then invaluable in scrutinizing
it, and translatm? other German documents.

However, if there is a translating traitor, its me. | dont sPeak German,
Hebrew, Italian or Russian. Yet | had the chutzpah—Hebrew for audacity—
to “correct” my translators’ phrasing, and | take full responsibility for any
errors of omission or commission. _

Prosecution without a defense is automatgc_allr suspect. But here most
selections are from Zionist sources, some specifically written to Lustlfgthelr
policies. Most pieces are complete letters, articles, memos, speeches. Others
are complete book chapters. Other documents had to be carefully excerpted
to eliminate irrelevant or repetitious material.

XI


http://www.marxists.de/middleast/brenner/index.htm
http://www.marxists.de/middleast/ironwali/index.htm

Introduction

One is new to the scholarly world. In 1981, | taped Joachim Prinz, the
|eading Zionist rabbi and wannabe collaborator in Nazi Germa_n)é. | discussed
him briefly in m% book. The tape, excerpted extensively here, is _elngl sent to
the archives of the American Jewish Congress, which elected him 1ts presi-
dent, 1958-1966, and the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish
Organizations, which he chaired, 1966-1968.

The documents are laid out in broad subject fields. All movements are
locked into their historic matrix. Zionism defined itself re anti-Semitism and
racism before Hitler. Therefore six documents from the pre-Nazi period are
presented first for context. o o _ _

As the movement was organizationally split durmlg the Nazi era, a pic-
ture of the World Zionist Organizations {)o_hmes is followed by an examina-
tion of the rival Zionist-Revisionists. That, in turn, is followed by the record
of “the Stern Gang,” a splitoff from Revisionism. _

“The child is Tather to the adult.” So every contemporary movement is
the product of its past, and there is no way to understand an important ide-
ology without stud}ll_ng its history. Many will be upset. The material here is
shocking. But all of it 1s true.

—Lenni Brenner
2002

Xil
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Theodor Herzli

“Conckasiom”
Thelewish State
1896

A common belief among pro-Zionist Jews is that Zionists
warnedJews ofthe commg olocaust. Thatsfolk history,

Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) founded the World Zionist
Organization.--LB

How much has been left unexplained, how many defects, how manY harm-
ful superficialities, and how many useless repetitions in this pamphlet, which
| have thought over so long and so often revised! _
~ But a fair-minded reader, who has sufficient understanding to grasp the

spirit of my words, will not be repelled by these defects. He will rather be
roused thereby to cooperate with his intelligence and energy in awork which
Is not one mans task alone, and to improve it _ _
~Have I not explained obvious things and overlooked important objec-
tions? | have tried to meet certain objections; but I know that many more will
be made, based on high grounds and low.

To the first class of objections belongs the remark that the Jews are not
the only People in the world who are in a condition of distress, Here | would
reply that we may as well be%m by removm? a little of this miser}7 even if it
should at first be no more than our own. [t might further be said that we
ought not to create new distinctions between people; we ought not to raise
fresh barriers, we should rather make the old disappear. But men who think
in this WaK are amiable visionaries; and the idea of a native land will still
flourish when the dust of their bones will have vanished tracelessly in the
winds, Universal brotherhood is not even a beautiful dream. Antagonism is
essential to mans greatest efforts,
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But the Jews, once settled in their own State, would probably have no
more enemies. As for those who remain behind, since prosperity” enfeebles
and causes them to diminish, they would soon disappear altogether. | think
the Jews will always have sufficient enemies, such as_eve;y nation has. But
once fixed in their'own land, it will no longer be possible for them to scatter
all over the world. The diaspora cannot be reborn, unless the civilization of
the whole earth should collapse; and such a consummation could be feared
by none but foolish men. Our present civilization possesses weapons power-
ful enough for its self-clefense.

Innumerable objections will be based on low ground, for there are more
low men than noble in this world. | have tried to remove some of these nar-
row-minded notions; and whoever is willing to fall in behind our white flag
with its 7 stars, must assist in this campaign of enlightenment. Perhaps we
shall have to fight first of all against many an evil-disposed, narrow-hearted,
shortsighted member of our own race. o S

Again, Reople will say that | am furnishing the Anti-Semites with
weapons. Why so? Because 1 admit the truth? Because | do not maintain that
there are none but excellent men amongst us? , .

~Will not people saY that | am showing our enemies the way to injure us?
This | absolutely_d|s_Pu e. My pr(}{)osal could onI}/ be carried out with the free
consent of a majority of Jeiws. Action may be taken against individuals or
even against grotps of the most powerful Jews, but Governments will never
take action against all Jews. The equal rights of the Jew before the law can-
not be withdrawn where they have once been conceded; for the first attempt
at withdrawal would |mme.d|atel%/ drive all Jews, rich and poor alike, into the
ranks of revolutionary gartles_. The beginning of any official acts of injustice
against the Jews invaria IH brings about some econamic crises. Therefore, no
weapons can be effectually used against us, because these injure the hands
that wield them. Meantime hatred grows apace. The rich do not feel it much,
but our poor do. Let us ask our poor, who have been more severely proleta-
rized since the last removal of Anti-Semitism than ever hefore.

Some of our prosperous men may say that the pressure is not yet severe
enou_ﬁh to justify emigration, and that every forcible expulsion shows how
unwilling our people are to depart. True, because they do not know where to
00; because they only pass from one trouble into another. But we are show-
Ing them the way to the Promised Land; and the splendid force of enthusi-
asm must f|?ht against the terrible force of habit. _ _

Persecutions are no longer so malignant as they were in the Middle Ages?
True, but our sensitiveness has increased, so that'we feel no diminution in

4
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our sufferings; prolonged persecution has overstrained our nerves.

Will peaple say, _aﬂam, that our enterprise is hopeless, because even if we
obtained the land with supremacy over it, the poor only would go with us?
It is precisely the poorest whom we need at first. Only the desperate make
good conquerors. -

Will someone say: Were it feasible it would have been done long ago? It
has never yet been Bossmle; now it is possible. A hundred—or even fifty years
ago it would have been nothing more than a dream. Today it became a real-
ity. Our rich, who have a {Jleasurable acquaintance with all our technical
achievements, know full well how much money can do. And thus it will be;
just the poor and simple, who do not know what power man,alr_eadg eXer-
cises over the forces of Nature, just these will have the firmest faith in the new
message. For these have never lost their hope of the Promised Land.
~ Here it is, fellow Jews! Neither fable nor deception! Every man may test
its reality for himself, for every man will carry over with him a portion of the
Promised Land—one in his head, another in his arms, another in his
acquired possessions. o _ _

Now, all this may appear to be an interminably long affair. Even in the
most favorable circumstances, many lyears might” elapse before the com-
mencement of the foundation of the State, In the meantime, Jews in a thou-
sand different places would suffer insults, mortifications, abuse, blows,
depredation, and death. No; if we only begin to carry out the plans, Anti-
Semitism would stop at once and forever, For it is the conclusion of peace.

The news ofthe formation of our Jewish Company will be carried in a sin-
gle day to the remotest ends ofthe earth by the ,||([1htn|ng speed of our telegraph
wires.”And immediate relief will ensue. The intellects which we produce so
superabundantly in our middle classes will find an outlet in our first organiza-
tions, as our first technicians, officers, professors, officials, lawyers, and doctors;
and thus the movement will continue in swift but smooth progression.

Prayers will be offered up for the success of our work in temples and in
%huaches also; for it will bring relief from an old burden, which all have suf-
ered.

But we must first bring enlightenment to mens minds. The idea must
make its way into the most distant, miserable holes where our people dwell.
They will awaken from gloomy brooding, for into their lives will come a new
significance. Every man need think only of himself, and the movement will
assume vast proportions. _ _

And what glory awaits those who fight unselfishly for the cause!

5
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Therefore | believe that a wondrous generation of Jews will spring into exis-
tence. The Maccabeans will rise again. _

Let me repeat once more my openm? words: The Jews who wish for a
State will have it. We shall live at last as free men on our own soil, and die
Beacefully in our own homes. The world will be freed by our liberty, enriched
y our wealth, magnified by our greatness. And whatéver we attempt there
to accomplish for our own welfare, will react powerfully and beneficially for
the good of humanity.



Viadimir
JABOTINSKY
“A Letter on
Autonomy” (1904)

Israel Amongq the Nations

zvi Zohar, Ed., (1966)

Vladimir (Zeev) Jabotinsky (1880-1940? later founded the
Zionist-Revisionist movement, the central ideological compo-
nentofthe Likud, Ariel Sharonsparty,.

. In 1904 thegifted linguist was a leadingfigure in Russian

Zionism. Autonomism was then a ‘tontender"among the ide-
ologies competingfor the sg{aport ofeastern European Jewry.
" In the wake o fconquest o the colored races, " Europes cap-
italist |nte|||%1ent5|a became infected with ‘Social Darwinism. "
German soil was for those with German blood, efc. Many
Zionists translated this into Jewish soilfor Jewish blood. They
saw the medieval rabbis opposition to converting Christians (in
response topersecutionfor |tfasfortwto_qs. The eI,I"ofrehgmus
restrictions preserved the ‘hut" ofSemitic racialpurity.— L

My dear sir, the question that you posed is of such |mi)ortance that | hope
¥o|1|1 will permit me to reply to you in print. You formulate your question as
ollows:

_“, too, doubtlessly admit that a preservation of the specific national
traits not only does not stand in contradiction to the ideal of progress but,
on the contrary, is desirable, and even essential, for progress; for we under-
stand progress as an aspiration for variegation, for a profusion of tones and
nuances and not for monotony. For that reason | believe that every nation is
in duty bound to preserve its uniqueness (obviously while at the same time
acgumn? all the values of general human civilization) while not hindering
and belittling the traits and” uniqueness of other peoples. | fail, however, to

7
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understand wh}/ you think the possession of their own specific territory to be
asing qua non for the Preservatlon of national sm%ulant .Just imagine a peo-
F_Ie which though scattered over the length and breadth of a large territory
ike the United States for example, also enjoys the privileges ‘of national
autono_m¥._ It looks upon North America as upon its homeland, loves it and
serves it faithfully, and regards all its inhabitants who are members of anoth-
er nation, as brethren—Dut at the same time enjoys the r[?ht of living in
accordance with its specific spiritual outlooks, to establish its own national
schools of all gracles and types, to teach in them in its own language, send its
national representatives to Congress in Washington, and to the various town
councils, promulgate laws of its own within"the spheres defined by the
Constitution of the countiy. For that purpose, it will have at its disposal,
apart from the House of Representatives and the general municipalities, also
national institutions for autonomous government—a central institution and
local ingtitutions; and finally it will maintain special courts of its own to
deliver judgment in disputeS between members of the nation and, if need
should arise, will have also a national army of its own, to form part of the
general _arm_Y ofthe United States. After all, what can hinder this nation from
Preservmg Its specific national character for the everlasting. Surely we know
rom experience that conquerors desirous of obliterating the nation con-
quered lay hands first of all on the schools, on the courts, on the institutions
of self-government and on the army. It s clear, therefore, that so long as those
four institutions remain in the hands of that landless people and it'is at lib-
erty to administer and conduct them at will, it is not threatened by the dan-
gers of assimilation.” S _
~ Firstofall, ﬁermn me one remark. You err in thinking that | say that “it
is unavoidable that we, livin on_forelgn soil can acquire such extensive rights
on an unprecedented scale.” I will not say anything of the kind. | do not'see
anythmgi in it that is unavoidable—in"the” course of time of course. In
Czechoslovakia, for example and in other regions of the Austro-Hun%arlan
empire various peoples will, in the end, have to agree to that form of state
which you propose. There are apparently localities there in which people
belongln? to various nations live side by ‘side and there is no ﬁOSSIbIlIty of
making territorial distinctions between” one nation and anotner. But the
(uestion arises; Does the autonomism which you propose ensure a preserva-
tion of the Jewish national eqo? Apparently you helieve that the essential con-
dition for the preservation of nationalism'is an act ofwill and that it is suffi-
cient for a people to want to preserve its national ego. Of course, you are not

8
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oblivious of the fact that such will must find practical foundations in the life
of the people and it must be effected in certain deeds, otherwise it is doomed
to slow atrophy and the peaple will become assimilated with its surroundings
without any resistance. But so long as the will for national self-preservation
Is in existence, and is strong in the heart and the soul of the peaple, and
derives sustenance from that root of its existence, it will not deviate even an
jota from its free will and mount the road of assimilation. Not even its dis-
persion amongst strange nations can prove a danger to it. The question, how-
ever, is whether autonomism ensures the preservation of those factors caPa-
ble of _awaker_ungi and constantly _encouragmgi in the Jewish people the
instinctive desire 10 Preserve its original national ego?
Let us consider this question. _ _
“Some years a?o_ | asked myself the %uestjon whence stems that feeling of
national ego that is so deep ¥ implanted in us? Why is our language so
beloved among us (obviously for those of our people who have succeeded in
preserving the Ianguageg? y does our national anthem, and even the tune
of it without the words, engender such tremendous emotions within us?
Wherein lies the source of this spiritual bond of attachment to that sgecmc
national character which is so strong and for the preservation of which peo-
ple are willing to underqp torture and suffering? The answer that first rose to
my mind was; its roots lie in the education that everyone one of us receives,
The form of lfe in which we have been brought up has remained dear and
closely ingrained in us throughout our lives. On second thoughts, however
| camie to realize that this answer is erroneous. In the first place, | observed
people whose education had transcended the confines of our national life;
Reople who had never witnessed even the “Seder” ceremony in their child-
00d, who had never in their lives been in a “Sukkah” on the Feast of
Tabernacles, who had never played with a “dreidel” on Chanukah and had
not succeeded in retaining their"childhood memories even a single beautiful
scene of Jewish religious national life. On the other hand, they did remem-
ber many repulsive and insulting things; there were some among these peo-
P_Ie whose parents too had been brought up in this stt and yet when the
ime came there was something that awoke In the hearts of these people; they
be?an contemplating their deeds and actions, they began yeamning for a
national existence and even drew near to same in order to study and to
imbibe it. Secondly, aren we witnesses to frequent manifestations ofawhole
generation rising against the forms of life which it had been brought up? And
If education itself hasnt the power to create within us that spiritual bond
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with a certain form of life and preserve it within us for the duration, and if
such bond is created at times also outside the field of education; say, despite
the form of education we receive, it is clear that the source of national feel-
ing to be sought not in a mans education. And what is that? I contemplated
thls_guestlon_and arrived at the conclusion that it lies in a mans blood. And
| abide by this outlook even at present, That feelingof national ego is deepl
ingrained ina mans “blood”; in"his racio-physical tzpe, and in that alone. We
do not believe that the independent spirit lies in the body; we believe that a
mans spiritual outlooks are primarily determined by his physical structure.
No education—neither the family or'the surroundings, can transform a man
on whom nature has bestowed a calm temperament into a stormy and tem-
Pestuous_ character and vice versa. The spiritual structure of a people reflects
he physical type in a more pronounced and full-form than the spiritual out-
ook of the individual. The nation molds its national and spiritual character
in that it adapts that character to its physical-racial tyBe, and no other spiri-
tual outlook on the basis of the physical type is possible. From the point of
view of customs and manners, form of life changes of course as time goes on,
but the national ego is to be traced not in customs and manner. And when
we speak of the structure of a spiritual ego, we obviously have in mind some-
thing deeper. This something expresses itself at different times in various
external manifestations, dependent on the period and on the social sur-
roundings, but this “something™ in itself remains unchanged and immutable
S0 long as the physical-racial t}/pe IS preserved. o _

~ For that reason we do not believe in spiritual assimilation. It is uncon-
ceivable, from the physical point of view, that a Jew born to a family of pure
Jewish blood over several generations can become adapted to the spiritual out-
looks of a German or a Frenchman. A Jew brought up amon? Germans m_aX
assume German customs, German words. He may be whoI_Y imbued wit
that German fluid but the nucleus of his spiritual structure will always remain
Jewish, because his blood, his body, his physical-racial type are Jewish, The
basic features of his spirit are a reflection of the basic traits of his body. And a
man whose hody is Jewish cannot possibly mold within himself the Soul of &
Frenchman. The spiritual assimilation of peoples whose blood is different is
impossible of effectuation. It is impossible for a man to become assimilated
with people whose blood is different from his own. In order to become trul
assimilated he must change his body. He must become one of them in blood.
In other words, he must bring into the world through awhole string of mixed
marriages, over a period of many scores of years, a great-great-grandson in

10



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

whose veins only a minute trace of Jewish blood has remained, for only that
great-great-grandson will be a true Frenchman or a true German by his spiri-
tual structure. There isno other way. So long aswe are Jews in blood, the sons
ofaJewish father and mother, we may lie open to oppression, degradation and
degeneration but not to the dangers of assimilation in the true sense of the
word—assimilation in the sense of a complete disappearance of our spiritual
eqo. Such danger does not threaten us. There can be no assimilation so |_ong
as there is no mixed marriage. But the moment that the number of mixe
marriages is on the increase, and account for the majority of marnag?es, only
then will the children be halfJews in blood and so the first breach wil be cre-
ated for the inception of true and com?Iet_e assimilation which can never be
remedied. An increase in the number of mixed marriages is the only sure and
infallible means for the destruction of nationality as such. Ail the nations that
have disappeared in the world (apart from those, of course, who were com-
pletely massacred or who disappeared as a result of abnormal conditions of
existence) were swallowed up in the chasm of mixed marriages. _

The thing that you propose does not in actual fact threaten us, neither
massacre nor mass extermination. But the implementation of your Blan—
autonomy in the Golah, on strange land, is likely to lead our people, by nat-
ural means and by unavoidable necessity, to a Tgradual increase in mixed mar-
riages, which will exceed in number all other forms of marriage and hence to
thetﬁomplete disappearance of the Jewish nation as such from the face of the
earth,

Present day society is split-up into classes and groups, which look upon
one another with jealousy or disregard or simply with hatred. For that rea-
son, the overwhelming number of marriages fake place within the same
group and class. But surely, we are all asplrm%to a period when there will be
no reasons for jealousy between nations or hatred between the wanderlng
national Igroulos,of humanity, when such national groups will live in gioo
neighborly relations and profess mutual respect and complete agreement.

Just imagine this picture of good neighborly relations in the future when
our offspring will be living at peace among a stranqe people and constitute
perhaps onlﬁl one-twentieth of the general population which, far from
oRpressmg them, will recognize their autonomous rights, look upon them as
children of the same motherland, even as they look upon their own children,
and when there will be no vestige of animosity towards the Jews. It is then
that the Jew will draw near and seek the compamonshlp of the non-Jew with
the same ease and freedom as he does that of the Jews. Seeing, however, that
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the Jews are a minority, they will naturally move amonq the majorltY groups
of the population. These conditions will lead naturally and free_Y to an
increase in mixed marriages. The children born of such marriages will be no
longer full Jews but only half-Jews. Vis a vis the “main” population this will
be an insignificant and unnoticeable admixture, but as regards the Jews who
are @ minority, this will mean the inception of comFIete assimiliation. The
number of such marna%es will increase ten fold, for the very reason that the
Jews everywhere constitute a small minority numerically. This will lead in
actual fact to a complete assimilation of the Jewish race among the non-
Jewish maljonty_. Seeing, however, that the specific national spiritual trait can
continue to exist onIY under conditions of the preservation of the physical-
racial type, it follows that with the physical assimilation of the Jew among the
non-Jewish majority, the Jewish character as a specific cultural-national unit
will also disappear. The specific national character is preserved so long as
there exists _amon? the people the desire to preserve it. Such aspiration con-
tinues to exist so fong as its real nucleus continues to exist—in other words,
that specific “blood.” Without those physical roots, the spiritual flavor is
bound to wither, the will to preserve the slpeuflc_natlona_l trait will wane and
50 the specific Jewish characteristics will slowly dissolve in the stranﬁe Wwaters
surrounding them. This will mark the end ofthe battle wage_d bKt e Jewish
ﬁeople for national existence, a battle that is unprecedented in the annals of
istory, a titanic battle that has been waged over so many generations.

| dont know what you will reply to this, but | can foresee with almost
complete cer_tamt% two reasons that'you are going to adduce, and I should like
at once to reAectt em. | can foresee them, because your comrades in thought
have more than once used the very same two arguments. In_the first place,
they said the Jews, at any rate in Russia, densely populate certain towns so that
there isno ground to believe that they will all arise and scatter over the length
and breadth of Russia when they will be allowed to do So. Large Jewish mass-
es will remain living within the present “pale of residence” and' there they will
by no means be such a negligible minority which will necessarllk/ lead o an
overwhelming increase of mixed marriages. | should like to reply to this arqu-
ment as follows; Even at present, the Jews constitute only about 14% of the
general population in the “pale of residence.” I the gates of exit should be
opened, this percentage would obviously be considerably reduced through
emigration to other regions. True, the Jews constitute a much larger percent-
age of the urban population, nonetheless they are a minority also there.
owever, with the Industrial development of the country, the stream of large
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numbers from the villages to the towns will increase, so as to double, or per-
haps treble the number of non-Jewish residents in the towns, with the result
that the Jews are likely to become a minority even in Berditchev. The most
interesting point of all, however, is that the reason adduced by your comrades
in thought already constitutes a rejection of the Zionist oudook. Here one
already senses an admission of the principle that the preservation of national-
ity is impossible if that nation constitutes a numerically weak minority in a
certain territory. It contains, as it were, a denial of your slogan which reglards
the necessity of territorial concentration as a mere prejudice, because so long
as the nation enjoys autonomy, the fact that it is scattered down does not con-
stitute a danger. _ _

The second argument of your comrades in thought is generally couched
as follows: We demand full rights for the self-assertion of every nation,
regardless of the territory in which it finds itself. A nation deprived of this
right must fight for it, and acquire it. We are the greatest enemies of the sup-
Pressmn, whether forcefully or by artificial means, of national rights. But if
his autonomy will lead nafurally, and unaccompanied by painful manifesta-
tions, to a fusion of our people with the surroundmg opulation, we do not
regard that as a disaster. We can oppose it only if such fusion with the strange
m_aLor;tst brought about b% oppression and by suffering; but what iswrong
with it if “it takes place by mutual agreement and Dy peaceful means;
through freewill marriage, where no one Is Qf)pressed or insulted?”

The reply to these words must necessarily be couched in stringent form
because herein is revealed the deep chasm between two outlooks. Our own
outlook—that of the preservation of the special character of nations is nec-
essary for progress and even if one national unit should disappear from the
world this loss in itself is an event to be reckoned with, but 1t is a loss for
humanity as awhole and one must not spare any sacrifices in order to avert
such damage. You, however (ifyou are in agreement with the argument quot-
ed above) apparently find that the preservation of national sinqularity is of
no importance whatever, and that only one thing should be aspired t0, that
no one should oppress this nation but that of its own free will and painless-
ly it will take steps leading to the assumption of the foreign mask. You are
not responsible for that deed and you are not sorry if it is done. That partic-
ular national unit is of no consequence to you, and not held in holiness br
you. Ifit is in existence, well and good; if it disappears, well, it mlﬁht as well
do so. All you hold hoIY is the principle of freedom and justice. All these are
|audable sentiments—this love for justice and freedom and this sense of
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respect for the things held holy by strangers. Do not, however, call yourselves
b;{] the name of “nationalists.” Only those can call themselves “nationalists”
who desire to preserve national integrity for the everlasting and at all costs.
And ifyou come to realize that through this new path your call will lead to
the anclent grave of assimilation, do not keep silent over it. Announce it far
and wide. Call yourselves publicly “the painless suicide party”—the partr
submitting by honorable means and by degrees. By no means, however, call
yourselves nationalists lest others, by mistake, follow in your path who, in
their heart of hearts, desire for our nation a life of everlastingness and do not
want our disappearance. o . _
True, one of the most prominent literary reEresentanves of autonomism
once told me in the course of a conversation, “Even if we are subject to the
danger of annihilation through a wave of Intermarriage, this danger will
become a real menace only when the last spark of hatred between Jew and
Gentile will be extinguished. Do you really hope that this will ever hapPen?
What optimism on your part! | believe that autonomism will save us from
direct opi)resswn because it will educate us both in spirit and in matter and
that it will free us from the derision of the peoples. However, | do not delude
myself by these false hopes and undoubtedly I can foresee that that con-
sclqusness of strange surro_undm%s will confinue_to remain an everlastmﬁ
division between our offsprmglan those of our neighbors. Each of them wi
treat the other better, but will more fully appreciate members of his own
nation than the Jews, so that mixed marriages will even then be exceptions.”
Perhaps this is also your opinion? Perhaps you or many of your friends
who think like you, aré not responsible deep ‘down in your hearts to the
establishment of a full and conditionless peace? Possibly you are prepared to
aqqmesce on abasis of social-political equality plus national integrity and you
will not be sorry if the main population of the country will continué to
re%ard your children even then as second rate citizens, as Nordau put it. In
other words, let them think of us as they will, as long as they do not oppress
us and interfere with our wanting to remain Jews. But even if you should
acquiesce in these prospects, your children will never do so and will not be
thankful to )éc_)u for having done so. With the improvement of cultural con-
ditions in which the present generation has been educated and brought-up,
it is becoming increasingly sensitive to all moral insults, be they ever so slight,
The Negro in the period of slavery paid no attention to insults, because he
had become accustomed to something much more painful than that—to the
|ashes of the whip. To us and to you, even the least vestige of an insult is often
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as painful as a slap in the face, because we have been brought up under more
civilized conditions. The Jews of Spain, in the period of their persecution,
would have been indescribably happy to be allowed to live in the same con-
ditions as our brethren in Rumania. Nowadays, however, even an Italian “of
the Mosaic faith” who enﬂoys an ideal equality of rights, and marches in full
freedom to the full heights of social and political life in Italy, nonetheless suf-
fers deep down In his Soul because he feels clearly enough that, with all the
attitude of respect and fnendsth_that Is evinced oy the true Italian towards
him, there is nonetheless something that can never be entirely covered up,
some vestige of disregard for the “second rate citizen.” | shall remind you of
the story (1t always rises to my mind whenever | speak of Italian Jews) of the
princess who was so pampered that the presence of a single pea under her
cushion did not allow her to sleep all night. A generation brought up in a
sense of fine nationalism, which had never experienced a feeling of oppres-
sion, will never put up with an incomplete attitude of respect on the part of
the people amo_n? who it lives; on no account will it suffer the constancy of
“second rate existence.” A solution of the Jewish problem implies the grant-
mfg of full and complete e(iuallty to our nation, on a par with all the nations
of the earth. If there should remain even a single vestige of disrespect, then
to the extent that the culture of our children will rise, their suffering at that
measure of inequality will be increased, and then that “cursed problem” will
rise to the fore again. _ o

‘And then p053|blﬁ the Master will once more imprint the mark of
strangeness on our foreheads, and a deceived and suffering-laden peaple will
once more go in search of a new homelang.”
_ The Jewish question can be solved—either completely and to the end or
it cannot be solved at all. If autonomism does not serve as a full solution,
reject it. If autonomism serves as a full solution to the Jewish question, if it
really and truly assures us of full spiritual equalltP/ with the other sections of
the population around, it must in the end lead also to complete assimilation
with the peoples around us. A preservation of national integrity is impossible
excePt by a preservation of racial purity, and for that purpose e are in need
of a territory of our own where our people will constitute the overwhelming
majority. ITyou should ask me in a sense of revolt and outrage: but surely in
that case you want segregation at all costs! | would answer that one must not
be afraid of words and not of the word “segregation.” The poet, the scholar,
the thinker, everyone who must enga?e in creative work and %lye expression
to his personality must cut himself offand remain alone with himself during
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the duration of his work; he must shut himself in his own study-room and
not see anﬁone_ because it is impossible to write poetry or to propound philo-
sophical theories with the noise of conversation going around. No creative-
ness is possible without seﬁ_reﬁatmn._ And if the poet or the scholar writes in
such segregation things which profit the community as a whole, it follows
that thelr segregation 1S a civic duty. The nation, too, must create. National-
spiritual creativeness s the ?_oal of existence of every nation, otherwise it has
no raison d’etre. For the fulfillment of this task a creative nation is in need of
segre?a_nqn: it must shut itself |n,_Jrust as the creative personality of the indi-
vidual is in need of Prlvagy._Andl the nation has not yet become a cadaver
it will create new values in its seqregation and when it creates such values it
will not keep them to itself but will place them on the common internation-
al table for the general good, and so its segregation will be looked upon with
favor by humanity. _

You write in your reply: “Even he among us who agrees with your E)roo_fs
that autonomism does not ensure the preservation of Jewish national exis-
tence as such, even he must nonetheless retort that we have no right to look
into such a distant future. To be sorry of the fact that at sometime in the
future, say hundreds of years hence, thé Jewish nation should disappear pain-
lessly a_mon(% the non-Jewish masses around it means giving way to senti-
mentalism at the time when there is such real stress surrounding us, a lack of
all civic rights and |g1norance. We call ourselves “nationalists” for the follow-
ing reason. We establish that there is a real strong urge among our people to
Preserve our nationalism; we recognize the plausibility of suchaspiration and
or that reason we want to achieve by the shortest possible means, conditions
under which the nation will be able’to maintain and develop its own culture
50 long as it desires to do so, If, however, by slow degrees, without suffering
and without shacks, this aspiration should disappear in the nation itself, who
is entitled to impose upon the nation an independence of which it is no
longer desirous? On the contrary come and present your arguments to a
|aborer who earns a few coppers a day for the maintenance of his family and
he will say: “This is far too delicate a question for me: I am faced by two
tasks. The one is to raise my wages to such an extent as to allow me a com-
fortable existence; the other is to be a good Jew because deep down in my
soul there isan urge to be a Jew. To worry about what will take place 10 gen-
erations hence—whether the Jewish people will continue to exist then or will
slowly disappear from the face of the earth—that is beyond me, because |
have more pressing needs at the moment, which are of more immediate
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importance to me than those conjectures of the future.” And this laboring
man will be 100% right. N _

Lets cIanfy this question. AFparentIy you are of the opinion that it falls
to the duty of the poor Jewish laborer to strug?le and strive for the fulfill-
ment of his interests, apart from which he must not, and need not care for
anything. | fuI%y agree with this. Apart from this, however, you maintain that
the interests of the workmF Jew demand the free and normal fulfillment of
all his justified claims, including the fulfillment of his nationalist needs, so
long as these exist. The interests, however, do not include the assurance of the
everlasting existence of our people, even at the cost of sacrifices. On this
point | cannot agree with you. _ _

| think that the point of view of the poor man is the same with me as
with you. | believe that the poor laborers constitute the greater major|t¥ of
mankind. For the time being this is still an ignorant majority, bereft of an
understanding for their situation. In the course of time, however, they will
gain knowledge and come to realize their situation and so will become very
strong and unvangulshab_le. For that reason, when | speak of the future |
draw no line of distinction between the laboring classes and the rest of
humanity. Hence, ifwe realize that some ideal is beneficial and important for
mankind, we also admit that the implementation of this idea devolves whol-
ly on laboring humanity, whereas they have shrunk from it, have acted with-
out understanding, like people who are not yet fully conscious of their needs
and the interests of their class. After all, what are the interests of humanity if
not the class interests of the workers? In this matter, neither | nor you can
evince an}g doubt, nor any of the people professing our social outlook.

For that reason | would apE)_reCJate your point of view if it had been
exP_ressed by one of our assimilationist friends. They believe that the preser-
vation of our unique national traits is a hindrance to unity, and leads to strife.
For that reason they hope that all the nations will sometime in the future
merge and form one flock. But how this will happen and what will be_the
nature of this new mixed race; will it consist only of the white races or will it
admit also the Negroes? Exact details have not'yet been laid down by our
assimilationist friend. I shall not, however, question you as to these details,
because you insist on calling Kourself not “assimilationists” but br the name
of “nationalists.” It follows that (Your_ point of view is an entirely different
one. The merging of all races and nations into the one race of the future, so
much so that a citizen of Kamchatka and a resident of Tunis will be welced
into people evincing one spiritual-racial characteristic and be of the same
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Physm_al-rama_l t?/pe, Is not an assimilation in which you believe. On the con-
rary, in the first place you aver that the distribution”of mankind into various
racial-cultural types will never be blurred:; secondly, it does not in any way
hinder unity and a life of peace and prosperity; thirdly, such distribution is
beneficial and is in keeping with the spirit of progress; it is desirable just as
variety in nature is desirable. 1fyou do not think so and ifyou advise Jews to
struggle for national autonomy, in other words to fight Tor their national
integrity, it is clear that you do not regard such separateness as something
devoid of value for ﬁrogress and for humanity. _
~ Ifthat be so, | hope you will forgive me but I fail to understand how it
Is possihle to argue that the concern for the continued existence of one of the
most gifted national groups on a sound foundation is not included in the
Interests of the laboring classes? | ask your forgiveness, but | must say that in
this line of thought there is some measure o denlqratlon of the laborer and
of his universal task. It is & though one were to declare in his name: since we
have no time at present for statues and pictures, just set fire to the museums
and art galleries of Dresden and Florence, | dont care a flq about them. This
view isnot correct, my dear sir. In countries where the proletariat has already
achieved a degree of spiritual develoPment they appreciate, to no less a degree
than the other strata of society, the treasures of art, Because they understand
that the cultured and happy society of the future will be in need ofeverythln?
of technical development, of phllosoPhy, of music. For that reason, Raphael,
Kant, Chopin, all of them form part and parcel of the treasures of a nation
and of the social values of humath and it is only the boor and barbarian
who can fail to appreciate them. A class that has realized the value of its task
in the world, that has come to understand that they are at one with human-
ity, cannot by any means declare that ther_profe_ss no interest in anything
apart from plenty and equanimity. All that is of importance to humanity IS
held dear by them also. If the separate development of national groups is of
benefit to the advancement of humanity, then surely a developed and self-
conscious proletariat cannot shirk this problem and cannot announce that it
has no need of astronomy or of the history ofthe ancient East. A laborer who
has developed and who has arrived at a comﬁlete_state of consciousness can-
not say: “I dont care a fig whether the Jewish nation exists or not, so long as
N ONe persecutes them, o Iong & their assimilation, if it takes place at all
takes place without suffering and without acts ofaggression.” Among the var-
jous tasks which must be implemented for the good of humanity, the free
development of national groups is important and of great value t0 the same
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extent as individual freedom and social equality. For the achievement of this
end, generations of our people for the last 2,000 years have dallx offered
innumerable sacrifices, and out of a natural instinct, although they were
hungry and bereft of rights. So much the more must the developed and con-
scious Jewish laborer ofthe 20th century be prepared for all sacrifices, famine
and suffering, if these be required for his national existence and if he has fully
understood the value of his task in the world and the importance of his
national mission.

Apart from these reasons, however, | do not after all, understand what
are the “sacrifices” that you speak about. Zionism of course demands “acts of
heroism”; it will also demand no small measure of patience, perseverance and
devotion..., But will it demand sacrifices? In speaking of “sacrifices” demand-
ed by Zionism from the Jewish Iabormg masses, you apparently have in mind
the fact that immigration and the establishment of an independent state will
bring upon our laboring masses such suffering, which they could avoid if
they remained in the Places in which they are registered according to their
Fassport, and if they strove for autonomy. This point of view is very strange.

was always under the impression that Since time immemorial, immigration
served as & means of freeing oneself from suffering rather than bringing upon
oneself new suffering. o .

What are “the sacrifices to the Zionist Satan” about which you spoke?
What are the real possessions or hopes which the poor Jews must renounce
when they leave the Galician or Rumanian townlets for “the old-new home-
land"™—“Altneuland™? _ ,

| shall never join those people who were prepared to promise the Jewish
masses that theY would find'in their “Altneuland” a paradise waiting in readi-
ness for them. 1 can foresee a lot of hard work, a lot of failures, mistakes and
disappointments. Perhaps | can foresee also cruel clashes with external forces.
But | can foresee also “acts of heroism™ and “sacrifices” but not these “sacri-
fices” with which you threaten us. But the exBerlence of history—an experi-
ence that is not written in books but inscribed on the pages of Life—the
experience of large Jewish communities at present ||V|n? in"peace and Bros-
Fer_lty in countries overseas is guarantee of the fact that it would not be to
heir"detriment if these Jewish masses understood these acts of heroism and
brought these sacrifices. | shall not deny that if I thought otherwise, if I knew
for sure that the assurance of our national independence required many sac-
rifices from our Ipoor classes, and the Fostponement for a hundred years of
their economic liberation, even then | should not hesitate to call them to
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make these sacrifices for the sake of Zion, even thougih it be to their own
detriment. Perhaps no one would answer the call. Nonetheless, | would make
It because it is preferable in my opinion to Fut off economic liberation for a
century or two rather than die as a nation for eternity. But there is no need
for that. Qur soil, which is purchased by the means provided by the nation,
is national property right from the very beginning. Our Congress, which is
created through the general election of men-and women, will continue to be
created bY them even though it no longer be called Conﬂress but “House of
ReR[esen atives.” In bearing all this in mind, and in recalling the experiences
of history which have been borne out so glorlously, and, remembering that
many large scale migration movements have alread% [)roved justified, we
demand calmly and resolutely of our laboring classes that they undertake also
acts of heroism and brm% sacrifices hecause we know that In that new-old
land of settlement, where Tor the first time they will be able to mold their fate
by their own hands—there th_er will find favorable %round and circum-
sfances for such work and it will depend on them whether they lag behind
£conomic progress in EuroPe_, or theg pass ahead of it by giant strides and
capture their happiness that lies ahead.

20



Chaim Weizmann

HiVMaXTbhtam?
December 14-15, 1914

Thel s b %ﬁ‘d&’waim

Weizmann, 'v. VII

Chaim. Weizmann (1874-19522 later became Israeld first
President. Ahad Halam (One ofthe People) was the pen name
of Asher Ginzburg, an earl% Hebrew" writer. Conservative
Arthur Balfour ?1848-1_93 ) had been Britain§ Prime
Minister. In 1917, as Foreign Minister, he became the crucial
patron of Zionism, announcing the ‘Balfour Declaration,”
proclaiming imperialist supportfor aJewish natio'al home in
then Turkish-ruled Palestine. Cosima Wagner was the widow
of Richard Wa%ner (1813-1883), Germany$ anti-Semitic
musical titan. She later became afiend of Hitler. Houston
Stewart Chamberlain (1855-1927) married Wagzneré_ dau?h-
ter, Claude Montefiore was a leading anti-Zionist assimilated
British Jewish leader—B

Dear Asher Isayevich, .

In fact | should have written to You yesterday, but | was so tired after mr
return from London that | decided o do nothirig ail day. Now | want to tell
you that | saw Balfour at midday on Saturday. The interview lasted an hour
and a half. Balfour remembered everything we discussed eight years a%o, and
this made it unnecessary for me to explain once again the nationalist formu-
lation of the Jewish question. | gave him a brief summary of what has been
done over these years, told him about the Sprachenkampf, about the
Technical College, the Umversﬂwrmect, the Secondary School, Bezalel.
This came to him as a revelation. When | expressed my regret that our work
had to be interrupted, he said: You may get your things done much quicker
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after the war. He then exRounded, to me his view of the Jewish question, and
said that in his opinion the question would remain insoluble until either the
Jews here came entirely assimilated, or there was a normal Jewish communi-
ty in Palestine—and he had in mind Western Jews rather than Eastern. He
told me that he had once had a long talk with Cosima Wagner in Bayreuth
and that he shared many of her anti-Semitic ideas. | pointed out to him that
we t00 are in agreement with the cultural anti-Semites, in so far as we believe
that Germans of the Mosaic faith are an undesirable, demoralizing phenom-
enon, hut that we totally disagree with Wa?ner and Chamberlain as to the
diagnosis and the prognosis; and 1 also said that, after all, all these Jews have
taken part in bundm? Germany, contnbutm? much to her greatness, as other
Jews have to the greatness of France and England, at the expense of the whole
Jewish people, whose sufferings increase in %[Oﬁornon to “the withdrawal”
from that people of the creative elements which are absorbed into the sur-
rounding communities—those same communities later reproaching us for
this absorption, and reacting with anti-Semitism. He listened for a long time
and was Very moved—| assure you, to tears—and he took me by the hand
and said | Rad illuminated for"him the road foIIowed’\k}ly a %reat suﬁermg
nation. He then told me of a conversation with Claude Montetiore who ha
come to him three months ago to ask B, to intercede on behalf of the
Rumanian Jews, and said; What a great difference there is between you and
him. For you are not asking for anything—he sa|d—¥ou demand, and peo-
Fle have t0 listen to you because you are a statesman ofa morally strong state.

then drew his attention to that fatal error into which West European states-
men have fallen, looking at East European Jewry as at a Pack of Schnorrers,
Western Jews contrlbutm? to the propagation of this view. Our bodies are in
chains, but we are trying to throw off our chains and save our soul. He asked
me whether | wanted anything J)racncal at present. | said no, | merely wished
to explain to him how great and deep is the bloodstained tragedy of the Jews.
It like to call on him again, with his permission, when the Toar of the guns
had stopped. He saw me out into the street, holding my hand in silence, and
bidding me farewell said very warmly: “Mind you comeé a?am to see me, | am
deepéy_ moved and interested, it is not a dream, it is a greaf cause and | under-
stand it.”



Winston
Churchill
4 Zionism Versus Bolshevism.
A Struggle for the Soul of

the Jewish People.”
Illustrated Sunday Herald,

February 8, 1920

Winston Churchill isperhaps the most over-esteemedfigure of
20th century politics. The a_r_ch-lmﬁ_erlallst was the primefor-
eign backer ofthe anti-Semitic ‘White Guard’ Tsarist counter-
revolutionary pogromists during the Russian revolution. Two
years after writing this article, he hecame apassionate support-
er 0 fBenito Mussolini. He was cautiously sKmpathetm to Hitler
until he realized that the Nazis were a threat to the British
power—LB

Some people like Jews and some do not; but no thoughtful man can doubt
the fact that they are beyond all question the most formidable and the most
remarkable race which has ever appeared in the world.

Disragli, the Jewish Prime Minister of England, and Leader of the
Conservative Party, who was always true to his race and proud of his origin,
said on a well-known occasion: “The Lord deals with the nations as the
nations deal with the Jews.” Certainly when we look at the miserable state of
Russia, where of all countries in thé world the Jews were the most cruelly
treated, and contrast it with the fortunes of our own country, which seems to
have been so ﬁrowden,tlallly preserved amid the awful perils of these times, we
must admit that nothm? hat has smce_hapPened in the history of the world
has falsified the truth ot Disraeli’ confident assertion.

Good and Bad Jews o . .
The conflict between good and evil which proceeds unceasingly in the breast
of man nowhere reaches such an |nt§§sny as in the Jewish race. The dual
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nature of mankind is nowhere more strongly or more terribly exe_mRIlfled.
\We owe to the Jews in the Christian revelation a system of ethics which, even
I it were entirely separated from the supernatural, would be incomparably
the most precious possession of mankind, worth in fact the fruits of all other
wisdom and learning put together. On that system and by that faith there has
b_ee_r|1_ bttult out of the wreck of the Roman Empire the whole of our existing
civilization,

~ And it may well be that this same astounding race may at the present
time be in the actual process of producing another system of morals and phi-
losophy, as malevolent as Christianity was benevolent, which, if not arrested,
would shatter irretrievably all that Chr_lstlath has rendered possible. It
would almost seem as if the gospel of Christ and the gospel of Antichrist were
destined to originate among the same people; and that this mystic and mys-
terious race had been chosen for the ‘supreme manifestations, both of the
diving and the diabolical.

“National” Jews

There can be no greater mistake than to attribute to each individual a recog-
nizable share in the qualities which make up the national character. There are
all sorts of men—qood, bad and, for the most part, indifferent—in every
country, and in every race. Nothing is more wron% than to deny to an indi-
vidual, on account of race or origin, his right to be judged on’his personal
merits and conduct. In a people of peculiar genius like the Jews, contrasts are
more vivid, the extremes are more widely separated, the resulting conse-
quences are more decisive. o B

At the present fateful period there are three main lines of political con-
ception among the Jews, two of which are helpful and hopeful in avery high
degree to humanity, and the third absolutely destructive,

First there are the Jews who, dwelling In every country throuPh_out the
world, identify themselves with that country, enter'into its national life, and,
while adhering faithfully to their own religion, rei;ard themselves as citizens
in the fullest sense of the State which has received them. Such aJew living in
England would say, “I am an Engl_lshman practicing the Jewish faith.” This
isaworthy conception, and useful in the highest degree. We in Great Britain
well know that during the great struggle the influence of what ma}/ be called
the “National Jews” in manxlands Was cast preponderatingly on the side of
the Allies; and in our own Army Jewish soldiers have playe a most distin-
g/ulshe_d part, some rising to the command of armies, others winning the

ictoria Cross for valour.
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The National Russian Jews, in spite of the disabilities under which they
have suffered, have managed to play an honorable and useful part in the
national life even of Russia. As bankers and industrialists they have strenu-
ously promoted the development of Russia’s economic resources, and they
were foremost in the creation of those remarkable organizations, the Russian
Cooperative Societies. In politics their suPport has been given, for the most
part, to liberal and pro?re_sswe movements, and they have been among the
staunchest upholders of friendship with France and Great Britain,

International Jews _ _ _

In violent opposition to all this sphere ofJewish effort rise the schemes of the
International Jews. The adherents of this sinister confederacy are mostly men
reared up among the unhappy po’&ulanqns of countries where Jews are per-
secuted on account of their race. Most, if not all, of them have forsaken the
faith of their forefathers, and divorced from their minds all spiritual hopes of
the next world. This movement amon? the Jews is not new. From the days
of Spartacus-Weishaupt to those of Karl Marx, and down to Trotsky (Russi),
Bela Kun (Hungary), Rosa Luxembourg (Germany), and Emma’ Goldman
(United States), this worldwide conspiracy for the overthrow of civilization
and for the reconstitution of society on the hasis of arrested development, of
envious malevolence, and impossible equality, has been steadll(y grqwmg. It
played, as a modern writer, Mrs. Webster, has so ably shown, a definitely Tec-
ognizable part in the tragedy of the French Revolution. It has been the main-
spring. of every subversive movement during the 19th century; and now at
last this band 0f extraordinary personalities from the underworld of the great
cities of Europe and America have_gnloped the Russian people by the hair of
their heads and have become practically the undisputed masters of that enor-
mous empire.

Terrorist Jews _ _ _

There is no need to_exaggerate the part played in the creation of Bolshevism
and in the actual bringing about of the Russian Revolution by these interna-
tional and for the most loart atheistical Jews. It is certainly a'very great one;
it probably outwe|%hs all others. With the notable exception of Lenin, the
mzyorlty_ofthe leading figures are Jews. Moreover, the principal inspiration
and driving power comes from the Jewish leaders. Thus Tchitcherin, a pure
Russian is ecIJL)sed by his nominal subordinate Litvinoff, and the influence
of Russians like Bukharin or Lunacharski cannot be compared with the
power of Trotsky or of Zinovieff, the Dictator of the Red Citadel
(Petrograd), or of Krassin or Radek—all Jews. In the Soviet institutions the
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predominance of Jews is even more astonishing. And the prominent, if not
Indeed the principal, part in the system of terrorism applied by the
Extraordinary Commissions for Combating Counter-Revolution has™ been
taken by Jews, and in some notable cases by Jewesses. The same evil promi-
nence was obtained by Jews in the brief period of terror during which Bela
Kun ruled in Hungary. The same phenomenon has been presented in
Germany (especially in Bavaria), so far s this madness has been allowed to
Prey upon the temporary prostration of the German people. Although in all
heSe countries there are’ many non-Jews every whit as bad as the worst of the
Jewish revolutionaries, the part played by the latter in proportion to their
numbers in the population IS astonishing.

“Protector of the Jews” ] o
Needless to say, the most mtens\e/\))assmns of revenge have been excited in the
breasts of the Russian People. herever General Denikins authority could
reach, protection was always accorded to the Jewish population, and’strenu-
ous efforts were made by his officers to prevent reprisals and to punish those
quilty of them. So much was this the case that the Petlurist propaganda
against General Denikin denounced him as the Protector of the Jews. The
Misses Healy, nieces of Mr. Tim HeaI%, In relating their personal experiences
in Kieff, have declared that to their knowledge on more than one occasion
officers who committed offenses against Jews were reduced to the ranks and
sent out of the city to the front. But the hordes of brigands by whom the
whole vast expanse of the Russian Empire is becoming infested do not hesi-
tate to gratify their lust for blood and for reven?e at the expense of the inno-
cent Jewish %opulatlon whenever an oppor um% occurs, The brigand
Makhno, the hordes of Petlura and of Gregorieff, who signalized their every
success by the most brutal massacres, everywhere found among the half-stu-
pefied, half-infuriated population an eager response to anti-Semitism in its
worst and foulest forms, o , _

The fact that in many cases Jewish interests and Jewish places ofworship
are excepted by the Bolstieviks from their universal hostility has tended more
and more to associate the Jewish race in Russia with the villainies which are
now heing perpetrated. This is an injustice on millions of helpless people,
most of whom are themselves sufferers from the revolutionary re?lme. It
becomes, therefore, specially important to foster and develop any strongly-
marked Jewish movement which leads directly away from these fatal associa-
tions. And it is here that Zionism has such a deep Significance for the whole
world at the present time,
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/-\_Hc_)me for the Jews - . )
Zionism offers the third sphere to the political conceptions of the Jewish
race. In violent contrast to international communism, it loresents to the Jew
a national idea of a commanding character. It has fallen to the British
Government, as the result of the conquest of Palestine, to have the opportu-
nity and the resp0n3|b|||ty_0fsecur|n1q for the Jewish race all over the world
a hiome and a center of national life. The statesmanship and historic sense of
Mr. Balfour were prompt to seize this opportunity, Declarations have been
made which have irrevocably decided the policy 0f Great Britain. The fiery
energies of Dr. Weissmann, the leader, for practical purposes, of the Zionist
Bro ect, backed by man{of the most prominent British Jews, and supported
¥ he full authority of Lord Allenby, are all directed to achieving the sticcess
this inspiring movement,
~ Of course, Palestine is far too small to accommodate more than a frac-
tion of the Jewish race, nor do the majority of national Jews wish to go there.
But if, as may well happen, there should be created in our lifetime by the
banks of the Jordan aJewish State under the protection of the British Crown,
which might comprise three or four millions of Jews, an event would have
occurred In the history of the world which would, from every point of view,
be beneficial, and would be especially in harmony with the truest interests of
the British Empire, _ . _
Zionism has already become a factor in the political convulsions of
Russia, as a powerful competing influence in Bolshevik circles with the inter-
national communistic system. Nothing could be more significant than the
fury with which Trots yr has attacked the Zionists generally, and Dr.
Weissmann, in particular. The cruel penetration of his mind leavés him in no
doubt that his schemes of a worldwide communist State under Jewish domi-
nation are dlrectl?; thwarted and hindered by this new ideal, which directs the
energies and the hopes of Jews in every land towards a simpler, a truer, and a
far more attainable goal. The st_ru?gle which is now beginning between the
Zionist and Bolshevik Jews is little less than a struggle for the soul of the
Jewish people.
Duty of Loyal Jews _ _ _ _
It is particularly important in these circumstances that the National Jews in
every country who are loyal to the land of their adoption should come for-
ward on every occasion, & many of them in England have already done, and
take a prominent part in e\_/erg measure for combating the Bolshevik con-
spiracy. In this way they will be able to vindicate the honor of the Jewish
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name and make it clear to all the world that the Bolshevik movement is not
a Jewish movement, but is repudiated vehemently by the great mass of the
Jewishrace. o o

‘But a negative resistance to Bolshevism in any field is not enough.
Positive and practicable alternatives are needed in the moral as well as in the
social s?here; and in building up with the utmost possible rapidity a Jewish
national center in Palestine which may become not only a refuge to the
oppressed from the unhappy lands of Central Europe, but which will also be
a symbol of Jewish unity and the temple of Jewish glory, a task is presented
on which many blessings rest.
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Albert . Einstein
pA35|m|Iat|0|a cuk]

Nationalism”
About Zionism: Speeches and Letters

Trarslated and Edlited by Leon Simon

Note: Albert Einstein 518_79-1955), was aguest o fhonor at the
establishment of the Jewish Agency, the WZOs executive in
Jerusalem under the British. He was also a pacifist, socialist,
worlafeceralist, etc. Hispolitical innocence is legendary among
historians. His pontificating on interracial sex puts even the
moronic in oxymoronic to its ultimate test. Let it be a red |I%ht
warning to all: Exceé)t to ask questions, never talk about what
you dont know.—L

{Tms volume is composed of translations, of extracts from speeches and let-
ers delivered and written by Professor Einstein during the last nine or ten
years. The speech or letter form has not been preserved, and short passages
of purely epnemeral interest have been omitted here and there. The arrange-
Tgegrg] is"roughly, but not strictly, chronological —L.S. London, September

ASSIMILATION AND NATIONALISM (1921) _ _
The rebuilding of Palestine is for us Jews not a mere matter of charity or emi-
%ratlon: it is a problem of paramount importance for the Jewish geople.
Palestine is first and foremost not a refuge for East European Jews, but the
incarnation ofa reawakemn% sense of national solidarity. But is it opportune
to revive and to stren?then his sense of solidarity? To that question | must
reply with an unqualified affirmative, not only because that answer express-
es my instinctive feelln%, but also, | believe, on rational grounds. Let us
glance at the history of the Jews in Germany during the last century or so. A
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hundred years ago our ancestors, with very few exceptions, still lived in the
Ghetto. They were poor, and were separated from the Gentiles by a barrier
of religious traditions, secular forms of life and legal restrictions. In"their st-
itual development thez were confined to their own literature and were influ-
enced but faintly by the immense impetus which the Renaissance had given
to the intellectual life of Europe. But in one respect these men, humbly
Elaced and scantly regarded as they were, had a distinct advantage over us.
ach one of them was bound by eve fiber of his being to a community
which embraced his whole existence, ofwhich he felt himself a full member,
and which made on him no demand that ran counter to his natural mode of
thought, Our ancestors of those days were rather cramped both materially
and spiritually, but as a social organism they were in an enviable state of psy-
chological equilibrium. Then came emancipation. It opened undreamt-of
vistas of progress. Individual Jews rapidly became at home in the higher stra-
ta of economic and social life. They eagerly absorbed the brilliant achieve-
ments of Western art and science. They threw themselves with ardor into
these developments, and themselves made contributions of permanent value.
In the process they adopted the ways of life of the non-Jewish world, became
increasingly estranged from their own religious and social tradition, acquired
non-Jewish habits, customs and modes of thought. It seemed as though theK
were going to be completely dissolved in the surrounqu_[)_eoPles, S0 muc
more numerous than themselves, so superior in their political and cultural
organization, and that in a few generations no visible trace of them would
remain. The complete dlsaBpeara_nce of the Jews in Central and Western
Euroloe_seemed ingvitable. But th_m(_ijs turned_out differently. Nations with
racial differences appear to have instincts which work against their fusion.
The assimilation of the Jews to the European nations among whom they
lived, in language, in customs, and to some extent even in the forms of reli-
gmus organization, could not eradicate the feeling of a lack of kinship
petween them and those among whom they lived. ‘In the last resort, this
instinctive feeling of lack of kinship is referable to the law of the conserva-
tion of energy. For this reason it cannot be eradicated by any amount of well-
meant pressure. Nationalities do not want to be fused: ther want to glo each
its own way. A state of peace can be brought about onIY if they mutually tol-
erate and respect one another. This demands above all things that we Jews
become once more conscious of our nationality, and reqam the self-respect
which is necessary to our national existence. We must Tearn once more to
avow our ancestry and our history; we must once more take upon ourselves,

30



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

asa nation, cultural tasks ofakind calculated to strengthen our feeling of sol-
idarity. It is not sufficient for us to take part as individuals in the cultural
work of mankind: we must also set our hands to some work which can serve
the ends of our corporate national existence. In this way and in this way only
can the Jewish Pe_ople _re?am Its health. o

~Itis from this point of view that | look upon the Zionist movement.
History has today allotted us the task of contributing actively to the econom-
ic and cultural reconstruction of Palestine. Inspired men of genius and vision
have laid the foundations of our work, to which many of the best among us
are prepared to devote their whole lives. It were well ifall of us felt the full sig-
nificance of the work and contributed each his utmost to its success.

It was in America that | first discovered the Jewish people. | have seen
any number of Jews, but the Jewish people | had never met either in Berlin
or"elsewhere in Germany. This Jewish people, which | found in America
came from Russia, Poland and Eastern Europe generally. These men and
women still retain a healthy national feeling; it has not yet been destroyed by
the_f)rocess of atomization and dispersion. | found these people extraordi-
narily ready for self-sacrifice and practically creative. They have, for instance,
managied in a short time to secure the fufure of the projected University in
Jerusalem, at any rate so far as the Medical Faculty is concerned. | also found
that it was mostly the middle classes and the ordinary folk, and not those
enjoying a high social Eosmon or any natural advantages, who had most con-
spictously preserved the healthy feeling of beIoang together and the will-
ingness t0 make sacrifices, The |mPreSS|on that I gained there is that if we
redlly succeed in establishing a nucleus of the Jewish peaple in Palesting, we
shall'once more have a spiritual center, notwithstanding that the great major-
ity of us are scattered over the world, and the feeling of isolation will disap-
péar. That is the great redeeming effect which | anticipate from the rebuild-
Ing of Palestine.
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VLADIMIR
fABOTINSKY
“The Iron Wall
(We and the Arabs)”

R ,
Berlin, Noelse%ter 41923

kNo_te_: The Iron Wallis the igeological underpinning of Zionist-
evisionism, the ideology of the Tikud, the party of Binyamin
Netanyahu. Col. Blimp colonialism has never had a more articulate
champion, and it was the basis of the movement's orientation
towards Mussolini in the 30s. Itfirst appeared in English in
South Africas November 26, 1937 Jewish Herald—TB]

The Iron Wall

Colonisation of Palestine

Agreement with Arabs Impossible at Present
Zionism Must Go Forward

By Vladimir Jabotinsky

It is an excellent rule to begin an article with the most important point. But
this time, | find_ it necessary to begin with an introduction, and, moreover,
with a personal introduction.,
| am reputed to be an enemy of the Arabs, who wants to have them
ejected from Palesting, and so forth. Itis not true. _
Emotionally, my attitude to the Arabs is the same as to all other nations
— polite indifference. Politically, my attitude is determined by two principles.
First of all, I consider it utterly impossible to eject the Arabs from Palestine.
There will always be two nations In Palestine —which is good enougih for
me, provided the Jews become the_magorlty. And secondly, | belong to the
group that once drew up the Helsingfors Programme, the programme of
national rights for all nationalities living in the same State. In drawing up that
programme, we had in mind not only the Jews, but all nations everywhere,
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and its basis is eguallt of rights. _

| amprepared to take an cath binding ourselves and our descendants that ive shall
rever o anything contrary to theprinciple of equal rights, and that we shall never try o
red anyone. This seers to me afairlypeaceful orecdo. ™ , _

But it s (wlte another question whether it is alwa¥3_ possible to realise a
peaceful aim by P_eaceful means. For the answer to this question does not
depend on our attituce to the Arabs; but entirely on the attitude of the Arabs
:0 U and to Zionism. _ ,

Now, after this introduction, we may proceed to the subject.

Voluntary Agreement Not Possible

There can be no voluntary agreement between ourselves and the Palestine
Arabs. Not now, nor in the prospective future. | say this with such conviction,
not because | want to hurt the moderate Zionists, | do not believe that they
will be_hurt. Except for those who were born blind, they realised long ago
that it is utterly impossible to obtain the voluntary consent of the Palestine
Arabs for converting “Palestine” from an Arab country into a country with
aJewish majority. , _ o

My readers have a general idea of the history of colonisation in other
countries. | su%gest that they consider all the precedents with which they are
acquainted, and see whether there is one solitary instance of any colonisation
being carried on with the consent of the native population.

There is no such precedent. o _

The _native populations, civilised or uncivilised, have always stubbornly resisted the
colonists, irrespective of whether thy were civilised or Savage _

And it made no difference whatever whether the colonists behaved
decently or not, The companions of Cortez and Pizzaro or (as some people
will remind us% our own ancestors under Joshua Ben Nun, behaved like
brigands; but the Pilgrim Fathers, the first real Pmneers of North America,
were people of the highest morality, who did not want to do harm to anyone,
least of all to the Red Indians; and they honestly believed that theré was
room enougfh in the prairies both for thé Paleface and the Redskin. Yet the
native Popu ation fought with the same ferocity against the good colonists as
against the had. o , o

Every native population, civilised or not, regards its land as its national
home, of which 1t IS the sole master, and it wants to retain that mastery
always; it will refuse to admit not only new masters but, even new partners
or collaborators.
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Arabs Not Fools

This is equally true of the Arabs. Our peace-mongers are trqu(t,o persuade
us that the Arabs are either fools, whom we can deceive by masking our real
aims, or that they are corrupt and can be bribed to abandon to us their claimto
Pr_lontym Palestine, in return for cultural and economic advantages. | repudiate
his canception of the Palestinian Arabs. Culturally they aré five hundred
Years behind us; they have neither our endurance nor our determination; but
hey are just as good psychologists as we are, and their minds have been
sharPened like oulrs by centuries of fine-spun fogomachy. We may tell them
whatever we like about the innocence of our ains, watermgi them”down and
sweetening them with honeyed words to make them palatable, but they know
what we want, as well as we know what they do nof want. They feel at least
the same instinctive jealous love of Palestine; as the old Aztecs félt for ancient
Mexico, and the Sioux for their rolling Prairies. ,

To imagine, as our Arabophiles do, that they will voluntarily consent to
the realization of Zionism, inreturn for the moral and material conveniences
which the Jewish colonist brings with him, is a childish notion, which has at
bottom a kind of contempt for the Arab peoPIe; it means that they despise
the Arab race, which they regard as a corrupt mob that can be bou?ht and
sold, and are willing to give up their fatherland for a good railway system.

All Natives Resist Colonists

There is no justification for such a belief. It may be that some individual
Arabs take bribes. But that does not mean that the Arab people of Palestine
as a whole will sell that fervent patriotism that they guard so jealously, and
which even the Papuans will never sell, Every native Populatlon in the world
resists colonists as long as it has the slightest hope ot being able to rid itself
of the danger of being colonised. _ o

. Thatiswhat the Arabs in Palestine are doing, and what they will persist
in doing as Ionqasthere remains a solitary spark of hope that they will be
able to prevent the transformation of “Palesting” into the “Land of Israel.”

Arab Comprehension
Some of us have induced ourselves to believe that all the trouble is due

to misunderstanding—the Arabs have not understood us, and that is the only
reason why they resist us; if we can only make it clear to them how moderate
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?ur |é1tﬁ_nt|ons really are, they will immediately extend to us their hand in
riendship. . _

‘This belief is utterly unfounded and it has been exploded again and
again. | shall recall only one instance of many. A few years ago, when the late

r. Sokolow was on One of his periodic visits to Palesting, he addressed a
meeting on this very (1uest|0n of the “misunderstanding.” He demonstrated
lucidly and convincingly that the Arabs are terribly mistaken if they think that
Wwe have any desire to deprive them of their possessions or to drive them out
of the country, or that we want to oppress them. We do not even ask for a

ewish Government to hold the Mandate of the League of Nations.
~One of the Arab papers, “El Carmel,” replied at the time, in an
editorial article, the purport of which was this: _ _

The Zionists are making a fuss about nothing. There is no
misunderstanding. All that Mr. Sokolow says about the Zionist
intentions is true, but the Arabs know that -without him. Of course
the Zionists cannot now be thinking of driving the Arabs out of
the country, or op_Pressmg them, nor do they contemplate aJewish
Government. Quite obviously, they are now concerned with one
thing only—that the Arabs should not hinder their |mm|Prat|on. The
Zionists ‘assure us that even immigration will be requfated strictly
according to the economic needs of Palestine. The Arabs have never
doubted that: itis atruism, for otherwise there canbe no immigration.

No “Misunderstanding”

This Arab editor was actually willing to agree that Palestine has a very large
otential absorptive Qaﬁacny,_mean_mg that there is room for a great many
ews in the country without displacing a single Arab. There is only one thmq

the Zionists want, and it is that one thmg that the Arabs do not want, for tha
is the wiay by which the Jews would gradually become the majority, and then

aJewish Governmentwould follow automatically: and the future of the Arab
minority would depend on the goodwill of the Jews; and a minarity status
is not a good thing, as the Jews themselves are never tired of pointing out,

So there 1s no “misunderstanding.” The Zionists want onlg one thing, Jewish

immigration; and this Jewish immigration is what the Arabs do not want,

This statement of the position by the Arab editor is so Io?lcal, S0
obvious, so indisputable, that everyone ought to know it by hear, and it
should be made the basis of all our Tuture discussions on the Arab question.

It does not matter at all which phraseology we employ in explaining our

colonising aims, HerzI’s or Sir Herbert Samuels
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Colonisation carries its gan explanation, the only possible - explanation,
unalterable and as clear as dayll(]Jht to every ordinary Jew and'every ordiinary Arab.
~ Colonisation can have only one aim, and Palestine Arabs cannot'accept
this aim. It lies in the very nature of things, and in this particular regard
nature cannot be changed.

The Iron Wall

We cannot offer any adequate compensation to the Palestinian Arabs in
return for Palestine. And therefore, there is no likelihood of any voluntary
agreement being reached. So that all those who re(]}ard such an agreement &
a condition sine qua non for Zionism may as well say “non” and withdraw
from Zionism, _ _

Zionist colonisation must either stop, or else proceed regarcless of the native
population. Which means that it can é)roceed and develop only under the
protection of apower that is independent of the native population—behind
an iron wall, which the native population cannot breach. _

. That is our Arab policy; not what we should be, but what it actually
Is, whether we admit it or not. What need, otherwise, of the Balfour
Declaration? Or of the Mandate? Their value to us is that an outside Power
has undertaken to create in the country such conditions of administration
and security that if the native population should desire to hinder our work,
they will find it impossible. _ _ _

And we are all of s, without any exception, demanding day after day that this
outside Power should carry ouit this task vigorously and with defermination.

In this matter there is no difference between our “militarists” and our
“vegetarians.” Except that the first prefer that the iron wall should consist
of Jewish soldiers, and the others are content that they should be British. We
all demand that there should be an iron wall. Yet we keep spoiling our own
case, by talking about “agreement,” which means tellmlg the Mandatory
Government that the important thing is not the iron wall, but discussions.
Empty rhetoric of this kind is dangerous. And that is why it is not only a pleasure
gutha dutty to discredit it andto demonstrate thaf it is both fantastic and

ishonest;

Zionism Moral and Just

Two brief remarks: _ o o
In the first place, if anyone objects that this point of view is immoral, |
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answer: It is not true; either Zionism is moral and. just, or it is immoral and
unjust. But that is a question that we should have Settled before we hecame
Zionists. Actually we have settled that question, and in the affirmative. We
hold that Zionism is moral andjust. And sinceit is moral and#_st;Justlce must be corg
o matter whetherJoseph or Simon or Ivan orAchmet agree with it or not

There is no other morality.
Eventual Agreement

In the second place, this does not mean that there cannot be any agreement
with the Palestine Arabs. What is impossible is a voluntary agreement.

As Ion_ﬁ as the Arabs feel that there is the least hope of getting rid of
us, they will refuse to give up this hope in return for either Kind words or
for bread and butter, because the¥ are not a rabble, but a |IVIn£i people. And
when a living people yields in matters of such avital character it s only when
there is no longer any hope of Pettmg rid of us, because the¥ can make no
breach in the iron wall. Not till then will they drop their extremist leaders
whose watchword is “Never!” And the leadership will pass to the moderate
groups, who will approach us with a proPosaI that we should both agree to
mutual concessions. Then we may expect them to discuss honestIP/ practical

uestions, such as a guarantee against Arab displacement, or equal r

rab citizens, or Arab national integrity. , _

And when that happens, | am convinced that we Jews will hefound ready to give
therrrl] &lsfactory quarantees, S0 that both peoples can live together in peace, fike good
Meighbours,

: But the only way to obtain such an agreement, is the iron wall, which is
t0 sa% a strong power in Palestine that is not amenable to any Arab pressure.
In other words, the only way to reach an agreementin the future is to abandon
all ideas of seeking an agreement at present.

Ights for
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Harry Sacher

“Review CFDr» GustTv
Kr©jan er, @mm frob em
S

Des Menem Denfschem

N ationalism m
Jewish Review

London, September 1932

Note: This is an early sign o fwhat was to come when the Nazis
took power onJanuary 30, 1933 —LB

Dr. Kro#anke[s theme is actual and important, his handling of it rather per-
verse. There is a considerable parade of philosophical principle, which on
strict analysis seems to lead to nowhere or nothing in particular. His ar%u-
ment runs that, for Zionism, Liberalism is the enemy; it is also the enemy Tor
Nazism; ergo, Zionism should have much symFathy and understanding for
Nazism, ofwhich anti-Semitism is Probably a fleeting accident,

. Put thus barely, the case does not seem to have a very close correspondence
with the realities, and looks dangerously like one of those abstract “rational”
constructions which Dr. Krojanker condemns in a fashion wearing thinner than
he suspects. As might be guessed, Dr. KrO{anker _brln?s the two actual enemies
together by defining Liberalism In terms that Liberals in this country at least
would reject, and Nazism in terms which even a Nazi m|rqht think excessively
charitable. About the whole exposition there is a definite flavor of the tactical.

Dr. Krojanker is convinced that liberalism is dying and damned, and
that Nazism belongs to the new order. It is important, therefore, to detach
Zionism from the “collapsing world and fit it into the coming. It may be
clever, but it is hardlr wise t0 be premature in reading the Burial Sendeg or
precipitate in celebrating the bar mitzvah. His bar mitzvah of Nazism sounds,
Indeed, very like a baptism, for he wants to add to it the most characteristic
qualities of Liberalism. Dr. Krojanker finishes up like a wrestler who finds
himself, after much twisting and turning, facing opposite to the direction in
which he began.
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“Palestine Drive to

Continue”
Israels Messenger

Shanghai, May 1, 1933

Note: Zionist colonization costs money.. In good times it pri-
manl{ camefrom profits of sympathétic Jewish businessmen,
The 1929 Depression hit them like eveyyone else, and, the
Jewish AgencytWZO had to look elsewheréfor the wherewith-
al to keep afloat in an all-to-material world.— LB

New York, March 17 . ) ) o
By a unanimous decision of leaders in the Palestine movement in America, it
was voted at an emergency executive meeting held Tuesday night of members
of the Greater New York’ American Palestine Campaign Committee to con-
tinue “without hesitation without loss of enthusiasm and without cessation
of effort” with the American Palestine C_am?algn,_ the fund-raising effort
which enables the Jewish Agency for Palestine to maintain colonization, edu-
cation, immigration and sanitation activities in the Jewish homeland. The
emergency meeting summoned by Louis Lipsky national chairman of the
American Palestine Campaign, and Morris Rothenberg, president of the
Zionist Organization of America, was in response to an alarming cableglram
that had been received from the executive of the Jewish Agencg in Jerusalem,
which indicated that a financial collapse is imminent for the Jewish Agency
in Palesting, and warning that Jewish relations with the qovernment and eco-
nomic stability of Jews In Palestine would be disastrous % affected. Two fac-
tors were said"to be responsible for the decision to go anead with Palestine
fund-raising: “An unabated confidence in the strength of America,” which
was expressed in a formal resolution; and the events of the last few days in
Germany, which were spoken of by Abraham Goldberg at the meeting as “the
turning point in the history of modern Jewry.”
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“Tlie Zionist Federation oF
Germany Addresses the New

German State®
In Zwei Weiten
_ el Avv, 1962 .
English translation in Lucy Dawidowicz [Ed]
A Holocaust Reader, pp. 150-

Note: This document, the credo of the German Zionist
Federation during the 30s, was unknown to the Jewishpublic
until it waspublished, in German, in Israelin 1963 —LB

June 21, 1933

|
The situation of the Jews in Germany has, through the events and through
the legislation of the most recent time, undergone a development which
makes a fundamental clarification of the problem desirable and necessary. We
consider it an obllgatlon of the Jews to assist in the untangling of the prob-
lem. Maﬁ we therefore be permitted to present our views, which, in our opin-
ion, make possible a solution in keeping with the principles of the new
German State of National Awakening and which at the same time might sig-
nify for Jews a new ordering of the conditions of their existence.

These views are based on an interpretation of the historical development
of the position of the Jews in Germany, which, by way of introduction, may
be briefly outlined here.

Il—Historical Summary o

The emancipation of the Jews, begun at the end of the 18th, beginning of
the 19th century, was based on the idea that the Jewish question could be
solved by having the nation-state absorh the Jews living in its midst. This
\_/|ev_v,_der|vm% from the ideas of the French Revolution, discerned on_IY the
individual, the single human being freely suspended in space, without
regarding the ties” of blood and history or spiritual distinctiveness.
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Accordingly, the liberal state demanded of the Jews assimilation into the non-
Jewish environment. Baptism and mixed marriage were encouraged in polit-
ical and economic life. Thus it happened that innumerable persons of Jewish
origin had the chance to occupy important positions and to come forward as
representatives of German culture and German life, without having their
belon%mg to Jewry become visible. _

Thus arose a State of affairs which in political discussion today is termed
"debasement of Germandom” or “Jewification.”

“The Jews at first did not even recognize this d|ff|culy, because they
believed in an individualistic and legalistic solution of the Jewish question.
Zionism (since 1897) was the first to disclose to the Jews the nature of the
Jewish question. Zionist insight also enabled Jews to understand anti-
Semitism, which they had fought until then only apologetically. The
unsolved Jewish (i_uestlon was recognized as the hasic cause of anti-Semitism;
hence, a constructive solution of the Jewish question had to be found. To this
end the benevolent support of the non-Jewish world was sought.

Zionism
Zionism has no illusions about the difficulty of the Jewish condition, which
consists above all in an abnormal occupational pattern and in the fault of an
intellectual and moral posture not rooted in ones own tradition. Zionism
recognized decades ago that as a result of the assimilationist trend, symptoms
of deterioration were bound to appear, which it seeks to overcome by carry-
ing out its challenge to transform Jewish life cpmpletelk{. o

It is our o?mlon that an answer to the Jewish question truly satisfying to
the national state can be brought about only with the collaboration”of the
Jewish movement that aims at asocial, cultural and moral renewal of Jewry—
Incleed, that such a national renewal must first create the decisive social and
spiritual premises for all solutions. o _ o

Zionism believes that a rebirth of national life, such as is occurring in
German life through adhesion to Christian and national values, must also
take place in the Jewish national group. For the Jew, too, origin, religion,
community of fate and group consciousness must be of decisive significance
In the_shapm%of his life. This means that the eglotlstlc_: individualism which
arose in the liberal era must be overcome by public spiritedness and by will-
Ingness to accept responsibility.

I 1l—Proposals .
Our conception of the nature of Jewry and of our true position among the
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European peoples allows us to frame proposals on the regulation of the situ-
ation ofthe Jews in the new German state which are not considerations based
on accidental constellations of interests, but which pave the way for a real
solution of the Jewish question that will satisfy the German state. In this we
are not concerned with the interests of individual Jews who have lost their
economic and social positions as a result of Germany’s profound transforma-
tion. What we are concerned with is the creation of an opportunity for the
existence for the whole group, while P_reservmg our honor, which is our most
i)_recmus possession. On' the foundation of the new state, which has estab-
ished the principle of race, we wish so to fit our community into the total
structure so that for us, too, in the sphere assigned to us, fruitful activity for
the Fatherland is possible.

We believe it is é)r_emsel the new Germany that can, through bold res-
oluteness in the handling of the Jewish question, take a decisive Step toward
overcoming a problem which, in truth, will have to be dealt with by most
European peoples—including those whose foreign policy statements today
deny the existence of any such problem in their own midst,

Relationship to the German People ) )
Our acknowledgement of Jewish nationality provides for a clear and sincere
relationship to the German people and 1ts national and racial realities.
Precisely because we do not wish to falsify these fundamentals, because we,
too, are’ against mixed marriage and are Tor maintaining the purity of the
Jewish group and reAect any trespasses of the cultural domain, we—having
been brought up in the German language and German culture—can show an
Interest in”the works and values of German culture with admiration and
internal sympathy. Only fidelity to their own kind and their own culture
gives Jews the inner strength that prevents insult to the respect for the nation-
al sentiments and the imponderables of German nationality, and rootedness
in one’ own spirituality protects the Jew from becoming the rootless critic of
the national foundations of German essence. The national distancing which
the state desires would thus be brought about easily as the result of an organ-
ic development. _ o

Thus, a self-conscious Jewry here described, in whose name we speak,
can find a place in the structure of the German state, because it is inwardly
unembarrassed, free from the resentment which assimilated Jews must feel at
the determination that they belong to Jewry, to the Jewish race and past. We
believe in the possibility ofan honest relationship of loyalty between a group-
conscious Jewry and the German state.
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7 '—Emigration )
This presentation would, be mcomﬁlete,_were_ we not to add some remarks on
:he important problem of Jewish emigration. The situation of the Jews
imong the nations and their recurrent elimination from professional cate-
crries and economic means of livelihood, as well as desire for a normaliza-
uan of living conditions, force ma,nz Jews 10 _emuI}rate. o
Zionism wishes to shape Jewish emigration to Palestine in such a way
that a reduction of pressure on the Jewish position in Germany will result.
~ Zionism has not been satisfied merely to set forth a theoretical concep-
tion of the Jewish _(%uestlon, but at the practical level has initiated a normal-
ization of Jewish lite through the founding of a new national settlement of
jews in Palesting, their ancient homeland. There about 230,000 Jews have
already to date been settled in a normal stratified community. The basis of
Jewish settlement is agriculture. All kinds of labor—in agriculture, manual
trades, and industry—are performed by Jewish workers, who are inspired by
anew, idealistic work ethic. The Palestine movement has always been encour-
aged by the German Government; it is a fact that the significance of Palesting
for German Jewry is constantly growing. _ _
For its practical aims, Zionism hopes to be able to win the collaboration
even of a government fundamentally hostile to Jews, because in dealing with
the Jewish question not sentimentalities are involved but a real problem
whose solution interests all peoples, and at the present moment especially the
German peoFIe._ o
The realization of Zionism could only be hurt by resentment of Jews
abroad against the German development. “Boycott propaganda—such as is
currently being carried on against Germany in'many ways—Is in essence un-
%mlryst, because Zionism wants not to do battle butto convince and to
uild.

V—Fo_reign Policy Consequences ) )
We believe that the proposed regulation of the Jewish question suggested here
would entail important advantages for the German people, whichwould be felt
also beyond German borders. The idea of nationhood, so important for the
German people scattered through the whole world (Germandom abroad),
would undergo a decisive deepening and strengthening by a statesmanlike
action on the part of the new Germany. _ _
Millions of Jews live as national minorities in various countries. During
the negotiations about the protection of minorities, at the end of the war, for-
mulas and arguments prepared by Jewish national movements were widely
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accepted by all states; they led to provisions on the basis of which German
minorities, like others, assert their rights today. If consideration is given to
the strong community of interests among national minorities, which as
repeated_ly found expression and which certainly would figure in quite anoth-
er way if the rposmon of the Jews in Germany is to be regulated through
recognition of their special character, the political situation of a portion of
the German people all over the world can arrive at an emphatic advance-
ment. This advancement would consist not only of ideological reinforcement
of the validity of the principles of natlonall(tjy [proclalmed by the Reich
Chancellor in"his address of May 17, but could also take the form of direct
cooperation among minorities in different countries. ,

~ We are not blind to the fact that a Jewish question exists and will con-
tinue to exist. From the abnormal situation of the Jews severe disadvantages
result for them, but also scarce_I% tolerable conditions for other peoples. Our
observations, presented herewith, rest on the conviction that, in solving the
Jewish i)roblem acco_rdm? to its own lights, the German Government will
have full understanding for a candid and clear Jewish posture that harmo-
nizes with the interests of the state.
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“Agreement for Transferring
Property from Germany to
Palestine? Details of the Three
Million Mark Agreement®

he Zionist Record

South Ai‘rrlca, September 20, 1933

The World Zionist Organizations collaborationistpolicy came
tNofuIIfrun in its Ha Avara or Transfer agreement with the
azis.
The conditions ofthepact changed over the 30s, always in
favor ofthe Hitlerites— LB

Berlin, August 31st . . .

The Ministry of Economic Affairs has today published the full text of the

gefrete_ providing for the transfer of Jewish property from Germany to
alestine.

The decree, which is numbered 54, and is dated August 28th, states that
an agreement was concluded “with the Jewish bodies concerned,” for “pro-
moting Jewish emigration tq Palestine by releasing the necessary sums with-
out putting excesSive strain upon the foreign currency fiinds of the
gellchtsbarlk, and at the same time for increasing German exports to

alestine.

The Reichsbank is for this purpose opening two special accounts for the
Bank of Temple Society, it states, in favor of the Anglo-Palestine Bank.

Special account No. 1, which is limited to thre¢ million marks, may be
used for paying in investment sums of more than fifteen thousand marks for
buying German goods, and the amount paid in will be credited to the emi-
grants in Palestine pounds by the Anglo-Palestine Bank.

~ Special account No. 2 is desugned for payments by German Jews who
\l/th 0 invest in Palestine now, but are not intending to emigrate there until
ater,
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Anyone is allowed to pay in up to fifty thousand marks, also for the pur-
pose of buying German goods, the amount bem% payable in Palestine.
It is explicitly emphasized that these accounts cannot be used for other
Burposes than for investments in Palesting. A special Trustee Corporation has
een founded for advising prospective emigrants.

TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT
Berlin, September 1st . . .
The full text of the decree issued by the Federal Minister of Economic Affairs
setting out the terms of the agreement said to have been concluded “with
interested Jewish quarters” to make possible the transfer abroad of property
belonging to German Jews, mainly to Palestine, is published here by the
Boersen Courier and reads as follows;

1) Transfer of property to Palestine. _
(8 Transfer of amounts exceeding 15,000 marks necessary for establish-
ing a means of existence. o _

_Inorder to promote the emigration of German Jews to Palestine by allo-
cating the requisite sums, without unduly straining the exchange reserves of
the Reichshank, and at the same time to increase German exports to
Palestine, an arrangement has been concluded with the participating Jewish
bodies on the following lines: , o _

‘Emigrants who have obtained the sanctions of the Emigration Advisor
Office that they re%uw_e sums in excess of the minimum amount of £1,00
necessary for the admission to Palesting to enable them to establish them-
selves in Palestine may within the limits of this sanction obtain permits to
R‘ay an amount in excess of this sum of 15,000 marks into a Special Account

0. Lto be opened by the Reichshauptbank in the Bank of Temple Society,
Ltd., in favor of the Jewish Trust Corporation to be established in Palestine
de pending the establishment of this Trust Corporation, in favor of the

nglo-Palestine Bank, Ltd.?\.‘ _ _ .

This Special Account No. 1 for which, together with a second Special
Account No. 2 a total amount of three million marks is envisaged, will be
administered by the Temple Bank as a trust account for the Jewish Trust
Corporation referred to. The account will be used for the purpose of paying
for eXﬁorts of German goods to Palesting, .

“The emigrants will receive in Palestine pounds the equivalent value of
their payments from the Trust Corporation according to the quantity of
German ?oo_ds disposed of in Palestine. o

A Palestine Trust Corporation for Advising German Jews, Ltd., with its
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seat in Berlin, at Friedrichstr. 218, has been established for the purpose of
advising German Jews who wish to utilize this form of capital transfer to
Palestine. In issuing permits, attention should be directed to this office.

(bz Payments of up to 50,000 marks per person for immediate invest-
ment for em|?rat|on at a later date.

A SEeua Account No. 2 has been opened for the Bank of Temple
Society, Ltd., at the Reichshauptbank. On the request of German subjects of
Jewish nationality (deutschen Staatsangehoerigen juedischen Volkstums)
who do not wish to emigrate now, but desire to create now a homestead in
Palestine, the exchange office can Issue to them permits for paying amounts
up to @ maximum ot 50,000 marks per person into this account ((]equally n
favor of a Jewish German Trust Corporation to be established in Palestine,
and gendlng its establishment in favor of the Anglo-Palestine Bank, Ltd.}.

~Special Account No. 2 will in the same way as Special Account No. 1 be

utilized to pay for deliveries for German goods in Palestine, with the differ-
ence that this account will be dealt with only after Special Account No. 1has
been liquidated. Emigrants, too, can recelve permits to pay into Special
Account No. 2 sums n excess of the sums recognized by the Emigration
Aavisory Office, but equally up to a maximum of 50,000 marks per person.

|f any person who nas not yet surrendered his inland residence, acquires
tl)y mean$ of payment into Special Account No. 2 credit deposits with the

rust Corporation in Palestine in Palesting pounds, in return for sales of

goods, this credit is to be claimed through the Reichshank. The Reichsbank
IS prepared, however, to leave over this credit for the person to whom it is due
for a period of six months, and to extend this term at the request of the
Palestine Emigration Office in Berlin. _

If such an'inlander wishes to utilize his credit for the purchase of land in
Palestine or other purposes there, he should ask for the necessary permission
through the appropriate exchange and economic body, submitting a confir-
mation of the serious intention of the applicant from the German Consul-
General in Jerusalem. _ _

Consent for the utilization of the credits cannot be given for other pur-
poses than for use in Palestine.
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aBsnaTWIiltETand the

German-Jewish Tragedy”
Bnai B rith Magazine

My

| fanyone asked New York Times reagers to name one Zionist
organization, they would most likely give the Anti-Defamation

League, whose letters and ads zﬁ)[)ear reqularly. But it wasn't
Zionistin the 3G It represented the Jewish upper-class, which

didnt come over to Zionism until its acceptance by Washington,

after the Holocaust. _ o _

_The 30sADL was thenjusta desk in the ojftce o fthe B hai

Btith, afraternal order established by 19th Century German

immigrants. The orger spoke for it. Altho_ the present ADL
claims to be the shack troops oftheflght against anti-Semitism,

reacers will see why it rarely mentions what it did against
Hitler, and the surﬁe o fAmericanJew-hatred, in the wake o fhis
1933 triumph—CB

Criticism is heard: B'nai Btith did not join the public protests against the
German-Jewish tragedy! The power of B'nai BYith was not exploited suffi-
ciently in the public press! What an opportunity Bnai Btith had to keep its
:ame on the front pages in this crisis!
Such thm%s have been said. o

~ The members of this organization have cause to be proud of their affili-
ation with a Jewish hody that obscured its own prestige in order to serve its
German brethren the better. Not the glory of B'nai B'rith but the safety of
German Jews was paramount at the moment, and (1U|etly B'nai BYith moved
t[()) thet defetnse of these brethren through the strong hand of the State

epartment,
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~ What was the position of American Jewry in the trq?m hour? It was &s if
| robber had entered one’ house and seized one’ child and held it for a
shield... “You shoot at me and you kill Xour child!” o

What does a man do in such a pass? Shoot? He puts aside his pistol. He
ronsiders other means of meetln? the crisis. _ _

With the Hitler government threatening reprisals a?alnst Jews, should
5 nai Brith have rushed forward with loud protests? In the eyes of the
mthinking this might have enhanced the prestige of B'nai Bith... “How
rourageous is Bnai BYith!” they might have said. _

B'nai Btith put aside the opportunity for valor (5,000 miles from the
reene of danger!) and with what power isin its hand and in cooperation with
other Jewish agencies, set in motion the diplomatic efforts that are already
historic. Aye, B'nai BYith might have thrown itself alone into the breach s
mat it could be said of it, “Singlehanded this organization hattles for the
rights of Jewry.” But B'nai BYith Preatly desires unity in Israel and it marched
with other organizations and still'so marches, =

I there has not been complete unity in Israel in this crisis, it is no fault
of B'nai Brith, , _

Weeks before the German-Jewish tragedy became the pain of all Jewry,
Bnai BYith, conscious of forebodings, took steps, met with the leaders of
other org_anlzatmns, considered what was best to do, havm%halway_s in'mind
that not m_P ought to be done that would endanger rather than mitigate the
unhe_llppy situation ofthe German Jews. o

_This policy directs and will continue to direct every move of B'nai BYith
acting in cooperation with the American Jewish Committee. We have no
quarrel with other organizations that went their own way to make public

rotest, We believe, however, that time will show that the policy of B'nai

tith is founded on better wisdom. We regret that in the momentous hour
American Jewry is not united. _

~ Even those who were at first hot for public protest have come to see that
discretion is the better part of valor in an hour when lives are in the balance.
They have announced that “In deference to the wishes of the State
Department” they “refrain from making (further) comment on the tragic sit-
uation of the Jews in Germany.” _ _ -

For B'nai Bith there was, besides, a poignant special cause to restrain it
from action that might seem rash in the moment. It has fraternal ties with
manz_ Jews in Germany where the finest of Jewry is included in the mem-
bership of B'nai BYith. Hostile public words or actions by Bnai BYith in
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America might have reflected dangerously on the B'nai Bnth of German?]/ of
whom it might have been said by their enemies, “They have instigated their
fellow members in America against us.” o
_ The conscience of B'nai BYith could never have acquitted itself had any
!II-&onmdered action by the Order in America caused injury to our brethren
in Germany. S

~And what of the future? It may be answered that B'nai BYith in cooper-
ation with the American Jewish Committee is alert; that things are being
carefully done; that perfect unity of speech and action exists between the
B'nai BYith and the American Jewish Committee. _

If the Jews desire the unity of all Israel in America in the presence of this

tragedy they can have it by demandln% it of the or%amzat_lons that represent
them. As for B'nai Bith, 1t feels that its action in this crisis will make a wor-
thy chapter of its history.
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Mgshe Beilinson
“The New Jewish

Statesmanship”
Labor Palestine

February 1934

Labor Zionist Moshe Beilinson had previously represented
ltalian Zionism in pledgmg_ loyalty in the 205 to Mussolmi new
Fascist regime, Now the editor ofthe daily Davar could soar to
new heights, defending the pact with the head devil— LB

|

For decades after the Jewish people had come into political and social con-
tact with the outside world, after the Ghetto walls had been overthrown, our
main weapon for the defense of our life and our rights was the protest,
Whenever the injustice done to us became unbearable, we a?peare before
the nations and the Preat men of the world—whether the latter were ruling
potentates, financial magnates, or popularh{_ elected representatives, or
whether they were savants and molders of public opinion—and complained
of our lot, and called upon them, in the name of their sacred principles or
vital interests, to do justice to us, or to prevail upon others to put an end to
the [nLu_stlce. Nor was there any essential difference, but one merely of form
(which is a product oftime and place), whether our Protest or demand were
Intended for financiers and ministers of State or the socialist masses, or
whether our protest and demand took the form of a secret memorandum, of
backstairs diplomacy (shtadlanuth), or of an angry speech or article. The
underlying principle was ever the same: The poor and persecuted people,
who is powerless to shape its own life and to defend its existence and it
rights, begs, asks, or demands help from other people.

- For decades we were placed in this position without being able even to
inquire whether this was a useful or honorable course. It was not a matter of
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choice, but of necessity. We were used to this way, and in the end it natural-
ly became a tradition. _ _

As for the practical results, let us admit that they were meager indeed.
Here is a striking example: All our efforts in the cotirse of decades did not
succeed in destroying the relqn pfﬁ)ers,ecutlon not only in the vast empire of
the Tsars, but even in the relatively tiny Roumania. Nor was the post-war
attempt—in the selfsame Roumania, in Soviet Russia as regards its attitude
toward Zionism and Hebraic culture, in Hungary, and in many localities in
Poland—exactl¥ encouraging. The result was virtually nil. And yet we moved
heaven and earth. Who can count the number of speeches, articles, memo-
randa, sessions, mass meetm%s, all devoted to the Jewish question; who can
enumerate the Statesmen and public men, authors, scientists, and humani-
tarians whom we enlisted for the cause, and who can estimate how much
ener%/, how much strength and monex we sank into the work?

ome may say, this war of protest, lasting for decades, cannot be mea-
sured b?/ practical standards. The very war is its own reward: it is of great edu-
cational value to the Jewish people itself. For a people that protests is cer-
tainly holding itself erect. Nor must we minimize the organizational impor-
tance of this war, which unites as in one army the “human dust” that is scat-
tered throughout the diaspora. , _

One may be pardoned for doubting that “holding oneself erect” means
to be forever turning to others with pleas, demands, protests; and this doubt
manifests itself even at the very moment that the speaker or writer, be he Jew
or Gentile, is showerln? brimstone itself upon the heads of the nations for
the wrong done to Israel, to the “eternal people,” to the “veople of the Bible,”
to the “people that gave humanity,” etc. One may well wonder if the silence
of the “Ghetto Jew,” whom recent generations have learned to despise so
much, did not express more self-respect, more contempt for the evil doer
than all the memoranda, speeches, and articles demanding justice for the
Jews with which we have flooded a wicked world. _ _

Furthermore, from the educational and organizational point of view
there was no little harm in this course in that, under its influence, we became
accustomed to ask others for aid and succor. We got used to rely on others.
We formed the habit of depending on their protection. And once more, there
was only an a_pFarent difference between intercession with the ruling poten-
tate or financial mogul and appeals to the principles of right and to the sen-
timent of solidarity of the socialist masses. Some of us relied on the self-inter-
est of our neighbors; some, on the enlightenment of our neighbors, and
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:cme, again, on the principle of absolute equality, transcending all class and
I ig divisions, which was destined to win over our neighbors; the common
cenominator was reliance on others. From the educational standpoint, too,
"ere was a serious flaw, for, at bottom, the Jewish passivity, the inability of
me people to take hold of its own life and to shape it according to its will,
endured, while the war of protest covered this internal impotence with a
deceptive mask of false activity, with a mask of gatherings, mass meetings,
demonstrations, and the like. The Jew saw he possessed a weapon for %ro-
tecting his life and the rights of its brethren, aweapon which consisted whol-
~vin making demands on others; he was inclined to believe that he was faced
~Ich one task onI?/: to set in motion the machinery for making demands, to
deliver a speech, to sign a petition, to call on some cabinet member or pub-
.C man, to attend a meeting or demonstration; and having performed this
cask, he felt he had done his part. _

And ifwe do not wish to deceive ourselves, we must perforce admit that
me organizational results are also meager, for the scattered members of our
reople in the diaspora have remained scattered and strangers to one another,
and the external binding force of the “common protest™ is devoid even ofa
trace of that cohesion which the despised Ghetto knew. The psychological
attltufdef%f] t{]e Western Jew toward the persecuted Jews of Eastern Europe is

roof of that,

: In recent years, ever since we departed—under the pressure of circum-
Btances oftime and Place which are beyond our control and ofwhich we have
no right to hoast—trom the course of backstairs diplomacy and adopted the
course of popular demonstrations, the protest has become, as it were, an
organic part of Jewish nationalism; and the nationalist Jew who does not par-
tictpate with all his energy in the work of protesting, his nationalism and
patriotism at once become suspect, and he finds himself today in a very
coura%eous mmontg. _ _ o _

_ The truth of the matter is that this course, in all its aspects, backstairs
diplomacy and protesting alike, is nothing but an organic law of Jewish
assimilationism, whose essence consists in relying on others, in shrinking
from an independent Jewish policy, in the aspiration and endeavor to change
the Jewish pe_o%Ie from the object to the subject of history. The face of this
endeavor, which is hidden at times, does not shed its revolutionary character,
The Jewish people has ceased to stand under the protecting wm%_ of other
Pe_oples;_lt 1S Fom_g back to its own country, there to spin its own life. From
his territorial point of view there follows inevitably an ideological and psy-
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_chologlcal corollary: the Jewish peaple has ceased to rely on the understand-
!n([qo_ others, their education, progressivism, and kindness; it takes its fate
info its own hands. e | |

It was solely due to lack of historical and psychological comprehension
that even Zionism, at any rate official Zionism as distinquished from practi-
cal development work in"Palestine and oppositional Zionism, associated itself
with this policy of protest and also judged the height of nationalism by the
loudness of the protesting voice. Perhaps this was caused by the weakness of
Zionism in its practical work in Palesting, for the protest, even in the form
of a stormy demonstration, has always been the weapon of the weak, and
willy-nilly e, too, had to resort to it as long as the practical endeavor in
Palestine was small and meaPer and did not figure as an important factor in
the life of the Jewish people. But the moment Palestine ceased to be an
abstract matter and became for us a perceptible and concrete reality and,
therefore, an essential factor in the solution of the Jewish question, ‘it was
inevitable that a charge should also ensue in Jewish statesmanship.

1
This change commenced at the 18th Zionist Congress in regard to the
German question. On the face of it, what could we have expected from this
Congress, according to the traditional way? A delegation of Germans ascends
the platform at the Congress and severely arraigns the unjust and cruel
regime in the Germany of Hitler, and one by one the delegates to the
Congress take the floor and swear not to abandon their brothers in Germany
and call upon the whole civilized world, upon all men of conscience and
righteousness, to come to the aid of the persecuted Jews of Germany. But
that was not what hapRened at this Congress. Why? Was it because Nordau
was no longer among the ||V|n% and there was none to make the whole world
ring with a cry of lament over he calamity? Or was it because our hearts had
become unfeeling? But not in decaces had we seen the people, in all its habi-
tations, trends, and layers, so shocked as it was at the sight of the sufferings
of the present exiles from Germany. Perhaps it will be Said that the fear of
Hitler was upon the Congress delegates. But this was not the first time that
we had to stand before a powerful and arrogant man, and we had known how
to éjrotest even in the presence of the Russian Czar, the Roumanian noble,
and the French anti-Dreyfusard general; and sentiments of pity for the Jews
of Russia, Roumania, and France had not prevented us from realizing what
Was necessary in war, as we then understood it. S

It must be that the Eighteenth Zionist Congress, for the first time since
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r.e removal of the Ghetto harviers, took stock of the defensive policy which
tad become traditional, _ _ o
_For, upon the outbreak of the German calamity, we did everythlngI in
strict conformity to the tradition in all its ﬁartmu ars. We wrote articles,
idivered speeches, called meetlngzs, went to the good men and (?reat among
the Gentile nations, lamented bit erlgl, and invoked their aid and protection,
while we for our part proclaimed a boycott against German goods, at times
also against the German language, books, and motion pictures. And all this
was done according to the “Jewish tradition”; without a concentration of
rorces and without unity of command, as a sort of guerrilla war on the part
of the Jewish peaple against the Hitler regime, in which we did not even
bother to formulate our “peace terms,” and did not know on what conditions
we would be willing to sus;f)en_d hostilities, _
After several months of this activity7 the Zionist Congress had a ngiht t0
ask, What have we accomplished? Answer: so far, nothing at all. The lot of
the German Jews has not changed for the better. On the contrary, it is daily
growm_? worse. To be sure, there has been no repetition of the terrible scenes
of April 1; but the intention of humiliating all the Jews of Germany and of
eradicating them from the economic and cultural life of the cou_ntri/—thls
intention 1s stronger today than ever before. And should it be said, the war
has been in [prc_)gress too short a time for us to appraise its value; let us con-
tinue it until victory is attained, we may ask in turn, and what, pray, will this
victory be? And should the answer simply be this: the restoration of full
rights to the German Jews; it is for this that we have declared war, and it is
on this condition that we will make peace, and this will be the victory—may
we not be pardoned for asking. Indeed? _ ,
~ Let us overlook the practical question ofwhether the achievement of this
victory is within the bounds of possibility in the near future, even ifwe were
to suppose—a supposition which is unfounded—that a radical change will
before long take place in the German government, As a matter of fact, there
is room for much doubt if even a democratic, Socialist, or Communist revo-
|ution would be able to bring tangible alleviation to the Jews of Germany, or
to eradicate the seeds of hatred and poison which have been planted by the
Nazi movement and Nazi regime 'in the heart of the German people.
Furthermore, even another revolution would be unable and unwilling to
attack the vast Aryan arm%/ which has managed to capture the position and
livelihoods of “exiled Judah.” However, even 1fwe suppose a return to the sta-
tus existing before the Hitler revolution to be within the realm of political
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possibility, even then the Jewish democrat, liberal, socialist, assimilationist
may perhaPs be satisfied with his reinstatement in equal rights, but a Zionist
cannot rest content with this, since he has a special conception, since this is
not the ideal of Zionism nor the alter for its sacrifices. For this equality, and
even more, prevailed for 14 years. Only now, with the anti-Jewish measures,
expulsions, and removals from places of employment, are we beginning to
realize great and powrful were he positions which the Jews ca[)tured in‘the
Germany of the Weimar Constitution. But did we Zionists say then that this
had solved the problem of German Jewry, and that this was thé ideal ofworld
Jewry? Did we not warn the Jews of Germany against their complete faith
that “they had their own Jerusalem, and its name was Berlin™?

The conception of Jewish history which is peculiar to Zionism is a cruel
one and does not permit us to envisage victory in a return to the status quo,
namely that German Jews shall a%am be professors at German universities
Jewish merchants shall again hold honored places in German commerce, and
Jewish writers and artists, etc. No, this return to the status quo, the hope for
which is so steadily diminishing, cannot be regarded as victory. And now,
with the German disaster, we cannot, even if we would, content ourselves
with anything less than victory, which has only one meaning: the solution of
the Jewish question. In the face of the events in Germany, we must not look
toward any goal that stops short of this; and all this guerrilla war we have
waged during the last few months, who can tell whether it is capable of lead-
ing'us to this ?oal? _ _ _
_ The Eighteenth Congress was alive to the imperfections and shortcom-
ings of the “traditional policy” in our defensive war. It recognized that every
Jewish community is exposed not only to the d_an?er of degradation and the
deprivation of its right, but also to another peril; the peril of self-deception,
of dissipating its stren.?lth in a futile war for an imaginary VICtO%; and even
to a greater menace still: the mencace of being severed from the body of the
Jewish people as Russian Jewry has been, and of being cut off from the hope
of the Jewish people, from the shores of its Homeland. The Eighteenth
Zionist Congress realized that there are values which the Jewish people, and
above all Zionism, is bound to fight for, but for well known reasons Zionism
must make one value its central concern: the official seal upon the Jews pass-
port, the seal which enables him to cross the border line between the dias-
pora and Eretz Isral. _ _ _

It would be ridiculous to think, or to pretend to think, that the attitude
of the Eighteenth Congress towards the German Jewish problem was due to
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any consideration for the position of the Zionist leaders of Germany or for
the fate of their paper, which was suppressed during the sessions of the
Con%ress. To be sure, even such considerations would not be sinful, but it is
not here that the cause of the hattle fought at the Congress is to be found,
nor in the courage of some, nor in the spinelessness of others. The _Congress
did not “betra}/_”; it triumphed. It was not “afraid”; on the contrary, it had the
courage to initiate a new Jewish statesmanship, a Zionist statesmanship, one
whose object and fulfilment is the concentration of the Jewish people in
Palestine. V,erlly, the Eighteenth Congress had the courage to destroy the
assimilationist tradition whose chief characteristic is a reliance on others and
appeals to others, and sought to follow the way of self-reliance and self-help.

Whence this strength? Why did not other generations possess it and
employed ineffectual weapons? Palestine - not the abstract, spiritual, and ide-
ological, but the Palestine that is a concrete factor in the solution of the
Jewish question - it was this Palestine, by its growth and development, which
inspired the Congress with this courage, the courage to renounce the wea[)on
of the weak, the courage to mau% rate a statesmanship befitting a people that
is conscious of its own strength. For generations we fought by means of
protests. Now we have another weapon in our hand, a strong, trusty, and sure
weapon: the visa for Palestine,

1l
There is no statesmanship without its perils, and the new Jewish statesman-
ship IS no exception. _ _

We have abandoned a well-trodden and conventional way, which
because it was satisfactory—even small and poor satisfaction may be classed
as satisfaction—hecame & real tradition, not only with Stephen S” Wise, who
is swayed by histrionics, and not only with Jabotinsky, who is seeking to
esc_ape,,b% means of the campaign in behalf of the German Jews, the doom
which is hanging over him, and to hide the kinship, psychological and ideo-
logical, of his movement with the nefarious movement which now prevails in
Germany. The “traditional way” of Jewish statesmanship is dear to the mass
of our people, and the transition to a different statesmanship cannot be
achieved without pain, without self-mastery. _

‘For many sides the complaint is heard, World Jewry is now embattled
against Hitler, while I-Y'OU’ Zionists, you, Palestinian Jews, are seeking to reach
an agreement with Hitler and destroying the unltP/ of the Jewish front. Nay,
more, the Socialist and Labor International, the flower of the world’ intelli-
gentsia, men of integrity and peace, all lovers of freedom, whom you regard
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ﬁs %{Oll(]jr allies, are making war upon Hitler, while you are deserting the bat-
efield.
~ The complaint bears witness either to an irrational attitude toward the
Zionist policy of the Jewish people, or to an inability and perhaps also reluc-
tlf\lr]ttlze to understand the peculiar position of the Jews in the war with the
IUer regime. _ .

To begin with, it is necessary to distinguish between one’ opinion of a
certain social, ideological, and political force and one’s official relations with
it. One cannot suspect France o_fhavmg afriendly attitude toward the Hitler
regime—the press, public opinion, and many statesmen in France make no
secret of their hostile attitude toward the *new Germany”—but no one
would expect the French parliament to declare war at once, this very day,
against Germany, and no one would ask the President of France to exReI the

erman ambassador from Paris. The French people, who are well schooled
politically, knows how to distinguish between the 2; and he who insists on
absolute consistency on the part of the Jewish People_ does not hold it in par-
ticular regard but disdains it, since he does not admit that the Jews are com-
petent to pursue the proper diplomatic policy, that they have something at
stake, and that it therefore behooves them, as it does other people, to act pru-

dently.

Xnother illustration: the fore|gn policy of Soviet Russia. At the ver
moment that Mussolini and Kemal Pasha are handmgi over Italian and Turkis
Communists to the public hangman, representatives of the Russian
Communist government are sitting in conference with them and trying to
conclude agreements and sign treaties with them. To be sure, France does not
treat her Communists with special severity; yet those embraces of Daladier or
Herriot and Litvinoff and Gorky are a s ra_m};e sight indeed from the stand-
point of psychological and ideological “consistency.” Nevertheless it would be
ridiculous and childish to protest against this policy. There would only be
room for comPIamt if the spokesmen of Soviet RusSia announced that they
were inaugurating a “new revolutionary international policy.” But since they
have given up such | mg phrases, and their realistic diplomacy no Ionger
adorns itself with such deceitful trappings, it must be acknowledged that
Communist Russia and capitalist and imperialistic France have a right to
come to an understanding. (And this would be clearer and more self-evident
still if “lzvestia” did not suddenly discover that France was the cradle of ‘the
great Revolution,” and if Herriot'did not try to concoct a “ﬁeneral human and
ethical” basis for the new covenant, and ifhe did not, in honor of this basis,
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yz1 enthusiastic at the sight of starving Russia.) For both Russia and France
:hmarily want—and have a right—to live and not to be the victims of Hitler s
rredatory designs. And the very same Socialist International which is report-
rc to be “unable to understand” the course of the Zionist Congress toward
Germany, ?reatly rejoices—and rightly—at the rapRrochement between
Communist Russia and capitalist-imperialist France. Why should that be for-
ridden to us which is permitted to Litvinoff and Herriot? Can it be that
zchind the “normal demand” which they are making of us there lurks a cer-
tain contempt for us because we too are furning to realpolitik, because we too
Iellre follg%;//volng their ways and are unwilling any longer to e at the service of
umanity’
~ Above all, our position differs radically from that of the other forces war-
ring upon Hitler. We have hostages in Germany. Nor are they of the same
category as the hostages of socialism, democracy, and communism. The lat-
ter are in their own country. Their lives and fortunes depend upon their tri-
umph in their country. For the sake of the triumph of socialism in Germany,
it is proper and worthwhile to sacrifice the socialists who live in Germany.
We too would not spare our hostages ifwe believed their fate to be bound up
with that of Germany. Perhaps we too would say then, this is our common
war and hence we must share in the common sacrifices for the common lib-
eration. However, this is not our %oal. From the territorial point ofview, our
liberation is quite distinct from that of the others. We desire to remove our
hostages from the confines of Germany. Ifwe seek an analo?y for our situa-
tion, we shall find it in those nationals of a belligerent country who are held
prisoner in the enemy’ country, and the right and effort to secure whose
release and exchange for others not even the most ardent champion of war to
the bitter end will renounce. And whoever does not acknowledge the right of
the Jewish people to deliver its hostagies from the Hitlerite captivity, and to
deliver them by methods dictated by the objective conditions, shows that he
does not take Seriously Zionism, as the Jewish political policy, and Palestine,
& the Jewish homeland. _ _
Nevertheless, the main d|ff|cul_t¥ of the new Jewish statesmanship does
not lie in theoretical discussions with outside factors, but in the elem_e_ntar){
emotions within our camp, a camp used to statesmanship in the “traditiona
manner” of so many generations. The spokesman of the new statesmanship
must be prepared not only to face the char(ﬁle of “treason” and “cowardice,”
but to encounter a genuine display of Jewish feeling which has not yet over-
come the conventional way and notions that are so hard to resist, even at the
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moment when one s already reconciled to the need of overcoming them,
These |,deolo%|_ca| and psychologlcal difficulties remind us a great deal of
the complaints which were hdrled at Zionism in the beginning. How well we
remember the accusation that we were “betraying” the “monotheistic mission
of our people among the nations™; how well we remember the charge that we
were “running away” from the battlefield of human|t¥, which, of course, was
not in an “Asiatic hook,” but on the broad plains of Russia and the United
States; how well we remember the reproach that we were indifferent to the
fate of the Jewish masses, whose “future” was in the diaspora and not in
Palestine. And how long is it since we ceased to be regarded by international
socialism as a stre_m?e movement, nationalistic and even chauvinistic, petit-
bourgeois? In point of fact, we are not wholly cleared of these accusations
even now, in these days of Zionist realization in the “Asiatic nook.” And the
new difficulties will likewise disappear when the outside world, and especial-
ly the Jewish world, comes to understand and believe that the Jewish peoi)_le
has decided in all seriousness, having no other choice, that it will alter its life
radically, that it will not depend any more on others, that it will resolutely
sh)m its own life in its own land. With this firm resolution and its realization,
the Jewish people has ceased to be an exception even in this respect, and is
now “like unto all the nations,” that is, a ﬁeople which has somethmg{ at stake
and something to safequard, a people whose defense is not conducted with
the single weaPon of protest, of bitter outcry, of plea and demand dinned
into the ears of others, o
_The old statesmanship, which became a tradition with us, was known to
us in all its particulars—so much so that it was practically stereotyped. So
and so visited the editorial office of a newspaper, such a one called on a cab-
inet member, and so and so went to Geneva. “International law, minority
rights,” slogans, mass meetings, street demonstrations, petitions, and the
boycott as means. Everything was clear. Now we have a new goal and no
longer content ourselves with “arousing world opinion.” Our ideal is not the
obtaining of rl%hts, citizenship nghts or minority rights, for the Jews of
Germany, but the obtaining of a Palestine visa for them, in addition to all
that is necessarK for such avisa so that it, too, may not become a mere scrap
of paper. And how is this work to be done? How are we to attain the new
qoal, Insofar as our relations with the Hitler government are concerned? Here
It is necessary to search, to |n(1U|re, to investigate everything, to try and to try
again, for the road is not well trodden and safe. A great deal of deliberation
and discipline is necessary in order that we may fre¢ ourselves from the anti-
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euated form of warfare and that the new course may not be construed &
license for irresponsibility to work its will, _

Many and sundry will now try to heap abuse upon the Eighteenth
Congress for its attempt to really initiate a new Jewish statesmanshlﬁ; but if
we possess the strength to follow the way of this Congress, the Jewis ﬁeople
are sure to perceive what the “men of protest” have achieved and what we
have accom‘ollshedJ and eventually the Eighteenth Congress will be recorded
In the annals of Zionism as_adarm? an pathfmdmtt; congress. But this, a
said, depends on one condition: tha
footsteps of the Congress. o _ _

The great danger menacing the new Zionist statesmanship—as indeed
all statesmanship, even the most correct—is that it may remain a mere dec-
laration unaccompanied by action. The meaning of the new policy is. the
transfer of the Jews of Germany to Palestine. It is only for the sake ofthis that
all those painful renunciations were made; it is onI)A for the sake of this that
the delegates to the Eighteenth Congress repressed their natural feelings. And
unless this goal is reached, our renunciations will B_rove vain, and the violence
we did to our feelings will be like pangs without birth, If our ob*ectlvle is not
attained, we shall find ourselves in the embarrassing position of having pre-
maturely thrown awax the “weapon of protest,” a weapon covered with rust,
to he stire, but nevertheless aweapon of a sort, before we had forged a more
effective and more appropriate weapon. . _

Herein lies the danger. However, the responsibility for this does not fall
upon the Jewish stateSmanship of which' Palesting is the comerstone.
Eventually we shall attain this statesmanship, as the life of the Jews in the
diaspora, 2 life without hope and without security, makes it imperative.

We possess the strength to follow in the
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Chaim Nachman
. Bilallik
ATlie Present Hour”
The Young Zionist
London, May 1934

[From a Speech to a press conference
on trie Hebrew Umversﬂyﬁ

Chaim Nachman Bialik (1873-1934) was Zionisms starpoet.
He thought of the Jews as a pocket-sized master race; if they
wouldn't hang out in gentile fleshpots, and, tilled their own
vineyard—L

The Wandering Jew _ _

When the political life of the Jewish nation was destroyed, Israel went out
into the wide world and adaiated its possessions for a life of wanderings and
vicissitudes. The Jewish people was forced to reduce its “bagga([qe” to the low-
est possible minimum—to something which would be easy to take on ajour-
ney and which would at the same time be quite indispensable. The nation
exercised restriction and economy upon its Possessmns. First of all it had to
rid itself of all items which were not absolutely necessary for a people wan-
dering on the hlg?h\_/vays of the world. Samuel Luzzato once said, “Israel
embarklng upon Its tqurney left behind most of its beautiful and exhilarating
pogtry an man_}/ of its arts.... It preserved onlhl the dry laws and regulations
which ordered its daily life.” One might say that only abstract Judaism was
preserved. | once compared this process to an arm %omg out to battle which
does not take fresh bread and fruit as provisions, but dry forms of bread and
dry preserved fruits, Similarly the Jewish people took only its legal codes
which gave a united cultural aspect to all ewr¥—wh|ch created a portable
state with an ordered way of life and a mutual form of culture, and thereby
safequarded the nations “existence. Up_rootln? its culture from its previous
surroundings, from the soil and conditions of Palestine, the nation convert-
ed its concrete possessions into abstract, spiritual possessions, better suited to
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die needs of its new life of eternal vagran%y. Israel lived a life of brains and
Zﬁlrlt and book-learning; negotiation and Pilpul, sharp wits and clevermness—
these were her only weapons. Such weaﬁons do not take up much room.
They are enshrined within the brain, whence hidden from view they pass
rrom place to place throu?hout the length and breadth of the world, With
this spiritual bagglage the Jews were not prevented from penetrating into all
nations and all cultures. Possessions of substance and weight are not fitted to
be €asily transported, whereas thoughts and ideas traverse all barriers and all
limits, and penetrate into all hidden nooks and crannies. By such means the
‘ewish people penetrated into the world, and absorbed its power into all civ-
ilizations for its own benefit and for the benefit of mankind as a whole.

Jewish Influence on Modern Thought ) )
We are now ||_V|n% in avery different period—in a period of return. But there
IS a great similari g between these two occasions. It cannot be doubted that
those remnants of idolatry which existed in Christianity were the source and
origin of the internal falsehood which was latent within it. On the one hand
we Tind the avowal of principles of complete righteousness commanding one
to give ones coat to the man who has stripped off the shirt, to turn the rlght
cheek when the left cheek is struck—and on the other hand deeds of murder
and enmity, unceasm%warf_are and a thoroughly rotten cultural outlook—
the sort of outlook which finds a trenchant expression in the latest book of
SPen(%Ier who holds that the abstract Jewish culture was the thing which crip-
pled the higher tgpe of humanity, spoilt man’ teeth and nails—that is, the
attributes of the beast in man—and caused the diminution of man’s stature
as the higher form of life, as the lion of living things. And he urges that,
assisted by a new and perfect technical science, Man should once more
assume the higher image of an animal with subtle instincts, sharp weapons
teeth and nails. Indeed it is quite true that Judaism, by penetrating into all
the nations actually did undermine the remnants of that sort of |dolat5y. The
ﬁroce_ss of undermining was conducted with the considerable help of Jews—
elp in a thousand aspects, a thousand forms and a thousand ways, through
all the warlds languages, by means of assimilation and enlightenment and
cosmopolitanism; and also by the belief in the “Jewish Mission” from the
early days of emancipation up to the present time. But perhaps the strongest
forces in this process were our “apostate” or “assimilated” Jews of all types
who entered into the very body of Chrlstlath and stirred its very bowels,
and went on slowly undermining the remnants of_Ea anism & a result of
their Jewish volition and their Jewish blood. I too, li
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power of the blood idea. These were the men—althomﬁ]h often the names of
great non-Jews are called in their stead—who smoothed the roads for the

reat movements of Freedom all over the world: The Renaissance,

iberalism, Democracy, Socialism and Communism. The entire road, a steep
and checkered road—always ascending towards freedom and progress, was
marked out principally by all sorts of Unnoticed or anonymous Jews. There
were apostate Jews who mmgled with Gentiles and produced man%/_a reat
questioner; there was the influence of Jews who merely stood behind the
scenes of enterprises in the cause of freedom and liberation; there were pro-
fessors and teachers ofJewish stock ever since the Middle Ages who produced
thousands of pupils to take the lead in liberating movements. Even the
Protestant movement had leaders who had been educated by Jewish teachers.
And these influences have existed in every age n?ht up to the movements of
our own time in which many Jews have participated, openly or secretly. Anti-
Semites sometimes have clear discernment. Jewish influence has indeed been
very powerful in this connection; we ought not to deny it. Marx was not only
aJew by origin but his way of thinking was Jewish, his sharpness of intellect
was Jewish, and one of his grandfathers had been a renowned and sharp-wit-
ted Rabhi. Lasalle was also a Jew.

Judaism Equals Liberty _ _

At last the nations have probed the great secret that Judaism, with as much
vigor now as ever before, is bubbling and effervescing like a poison, under-
mining the remnants of idolatry and paganism. Against this the pagan
Instinct has risen up and is now attempting to fight the final battle against
Judaism, the battle of Gog and _Mago?. There can be no doubt that this bat-
tlefront which is being built principally against movements of freedom and
modern progress, against democr_ac?/ and socialism, and against the extension
of Mans privileges, In short, against all modern manifestations of freedom—
this front is bound to hecome an international front against various sections
of Jewry. I venture to think that Socialism in its best and most perfect form
i a froit of the Jewish spirit—of the prophetical outlook. The Hebrew
prophets were the first socialists, preaching Freedom, Equality, and the
acknowledgment of human value. “There is one Father for us all; one God
hath created us.” So were all the words of the prophets one great call for
equality. But in our own time we approach these problems with different
weapons and with different instruments of thought. And now again war is
being declared against us, not in our own country but in the wide world out-
side, wherever we are found in dispersion; and olr enemies wish to smoke us
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out from all the holes and clefts in which we were hidden. They wish to
exterminate us as bacilli, to drag us forth from all our nests with a view to
final and complete destruction.

The Zionist Solution o _ L

But history or some instinct of anticipation or some prophetical spirit which
has never ceased in Israel, has produced a remedy before the disease. Some
40 or 50 years ago there were men who anticipated the storm which was to
break over our heads. Read the words of Pinsker; you will find in them the
greatest vision which has been uttered amongst us in the ancient prophetic
SPIMt In our own Seneratlon. The very name “Auto-Emancipation” is pregi-
nant of meaning. Pinsker contemﬁlated the future clearly and was not smit
ten with blindness like our Jewish brethren in Germany who lived in their
fast stronghold with perfect confidence of eternal existence in their adoPted
|and. They believed that the privileges of emancipation were never liable to
be taken away from them. And aIthou%;h Zionists made this historic progno-
sis 50 years ago, | am afraid that even today German Jews and other sections
of Jewry who are in a similar position to them, will not learn the true lesson
of these events. Naturall somethlnﬁ has heen stirred up within them. The
disaster was so sudden? But for us there was no surprise; we knew it before-
hand. And Jewry decided that if the world banishes us from every center of
influence, if they uproot our brains and our influence from the world of our
dispersion, we have no choice but to turn back along the road from whence
We came, to return to our own countr_Y, to concentrate ourselves therein,
once more to join our brains to our soil and to enshrine them in solid ves-
sels, fixed and ordered in one place. Thus could we preserve what we have,
give it power of growth and development, and add to it as well. Here in this
place we must _a?am ive practical expression to all our experiences in the
course of our history. Here from this place we must realize and proclaim to
humanity a new decalogue, based indeed on the old one, but with the dif-
ference that it shall be binding not only between man and man, but also
between nation and nation. This must oe the new addendum to our old
foundation. Again in this place we must generate our little sphere of life to
serve as a model for a greater life, conceived in the image of true greatness....

The New Idolatry o o o ]

At the present time also there is an idolatrous Christianity, this time with new
idols. The Laws of Race, the modern style of politics, nationalism in the wild
form of savage beasts—what are these if not new idols? But this time as well,
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the world will be compelled to accept certain parts of Judaism in its new
form—in the form of a social influence. You can be sure that Hitler and
Hitlerism in every part of the world will be forced, as were the worshippers
of idols in antiquity, to yield to certain parts of our social religion. Bt this
“oresent” will be bestowed upon them with the accompaniment of a fierce
hatred of the Judaism which forced upon them the principles of its creed.
And this hatred will be even more bitter and cruel than in former times,
because it is fortified by science, fundamentalism, technique and power of
organization. At atime such as this there is only one road Oﬁen before us: To
concentrate our lives, to save the last remnant, to rescue the fugitives from
the upheaval, to enable them once more to attach Jewish experience, Jewish
brains, Jewish instinct and Jewish feeling to actual, concrete possessions, so
8 to provide an examPIe not only in words or in proclamation of ideas, but
in practical ways of life. This University must accept this great function. It
must be the first and preeminent example of the idea of consolidation and
concentration in its own sphere; and thereby it must serve as a (Il_mde to the
whole nation. It must be conscious of the great responsibility resting on it in
this hour. It must select and gather in beneath its roof those men who are fit-
ted for the mission of today, men who are prepared to do their work in quiet
devotion and faith and teriacity, despite those who long to see us swept awa}é
and annihilated from off the face of the earth. We have to continue our tas
obstinately, so as to absorb and preserve that which is finest throughout the
whole world"and to make an added contribution of our owh.
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&t Tews Join Anti-
utlg Jews Join Antl-
IQasmst ocleties?”

Tlae Young Zionist
London, August 1934

Raphael

Nazism in power inspired imitators everywhere. Thousands
joined Sir Oswald MoseIKs British Union o fFascists, Even more
Jews and leftists battled them in the streets, But British Zionists,
mindful ofthe WZOs good relations with Mussolini, tried to
ignore the local crisis. Jews and workers 8a|d no mind to their
folly and, on Qctober 4, 1936, 100,0 OReopIe defeated the
Fascistsand 5,000police in thefamous ‘Battle 0fCable Street, ”
London Jews werefeedfom the Blackshirt menace.— LB

| have heen asked whether Jews should join anti-Fascist societies, and | know
the answer which would be given by a Iar?e number of my friends whose
wfewsl_ltncllne, somewhat more ponderously than my own, to the sinister side
of politics.

p‘Why not?” they reply, and in the majority of cases that provocative
question 1s supported by some such arguments &S these:;

(1) That the Jew has suffered for hundreds of years from the intolerance
ofthe governments of the world, and that therefore it would indeed
be a hardship if his own coreligionists should impose any restriction
on his ﬁower to think and act as he pleases.

(2) That the Jew, since he cannot withstand anti-Semitism by force,
must ally himself with any body of opinion which is opposed to a
party which includes anti-Semitism as the piece de resistance of its
policy—even though his ally be the devil himself.
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(3) That the Jew, seeking some outlet for his political sense, has been
compelled to Aom the ranks of the Socialists or Communists because
only among these has he been received with welcoming arms.

(4) That freedom ofthought is much beloved by the Jew, and that there-
fo_re_lhe must resist any power which threatens to interfere with that
privilege.

These are some of the main augments, and we must take care that, in
examining them, our glasses are neither so roseate in hue that we fail to dis-
cern their defects nor so dark that we do not appreciate their merits,

In the first place, we must remind ourselves that the question is “should”
and not “may” Jews #om anti-Fascist societies. No one would deny that a Jew
has the power, and few would deprive him of the right to do whatsoever he
Pleases 8 long as no restriction is imposed upon him by law. But a difficul-
y always arises when we try to reconcile individual liberty with public poli-
¢y. Then are conceived those awkward questions—Is it expedient? Will oth-
ers suffer? Even if they suffer, can we sacrifice their well-being for the bene-
fit of the whole body ofJews? . _

SepondIY, let us"admit that in the majority of cases Jews gravitate natu-
rally, either through force of circumstances or by reason of personal inclina-
tion, towards socialistic shades of political thought. The question m|%ht still
remain—should they display this tendency to the world by the overt act of
joining a political partY? o o

It'is indeed hard o deny to ang man his right to express in action the
sentiment that he feels in his'heart. Psychologists would say that such repres-
sion is dangerous. _ N o

At the same time we must realize that when a Jew joins an anti-Fascist
society, he brings to that body something more than the mere political views
which he may share with his non-Jewish comrades, something stronger than
the mere desire to oppose dictatorial methods of government, somethlngi
more compelling even than a common revulsion against inhuman treatmen
of fellowmen; for he brings within him that mangled Jewish soul which is the
Ie%ac?; of several thousands of tyears of persecution. That is why a Jew,
whether he is really conscious of the fact or not, is more zealous and more
active in the support of those whom he joins, more bitter in his opposition
to those who are the common enemy. _

~ But in the mind of that enemy Is begotten that eternal fallacious gener-
alization: Since the leaders are Jews, therefore all Jews are surely tarred with
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same brush. So all Jews are Socialists or Communists or anti-Fascists—or
*ceed any other “-ists” with whom Jews may from time to time ally them-
SITCS.

Suppose that under a Fascist regime reprisals are used against anti-
Fascists, all Jews must suffer. Suppose that such measures are taken only
against socialists or Communists, all anti-Fascists are involved, because, of
course, all anti-Fascists must be Socialists or Communists. Absurd general-
mations if you like—Dbut generalizations which history proves to have been
made only too frequently.

So the question looms up once more—Should we? S

~ On the one hand, there may be many who will say that the mischief, if
mischief it is, has already been done, so that we may as well be hung for a
:keep as for a lamb. _

On the other hand, there are others who aver that we owe it to ourselves
to encoura%e the instinct for self-preservation, and that therefore we must
eek protective alliances. If the Fascists will not have us - and why should we
currg( favor with our enemies?—then we must join the opponents of Fascism.

n either case, in my opinion, we would be adopting a counsel of despair.
The one answer results from something akin to bravado; the other reveals a
lack of mdeﬁ_endence. Both answers confess weakness.
~ Meanwhile, there are three ideals which cry aloud for the support of all
les, and there s a serious danger that they may die for lack of that support.

hese ideas are: (1) The unity of the Jewish people. (2) The need for a
stronger Jewish pride, (3) The mldmg up of Eretz Yisrael, And we are wast-
ing our time wondering whether we should join anti-Fascist societies!
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BoRIS Smolar

“Between tine Limes”

The Daily Bulletin
March 3, 1935

Many Zionists opposed the ZVfD/WZQ collaborationists. Boris
Smolar, chlef_EuroFean correspondentfor the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, the Zionist news service, spokefor them.— LB

Zionist Overtures to Nazism o L

DieJuedische Rundschau, official organ ofthe Zionist Organization in Germany,
has more than_once been criticized for its overtures to the Nazi government.
It has been pointed out more than once that this or?an, while exp_ressm% the
views of the Zionists in Germany, acts in contradiction with the interests of
the general Jewish population in the Reich and with the attitude of world
Jewr¥ towards the Nazi reglr_ne. N o
~The overture, which this official organ of the Zionists in Ge_rman){ has
just made, demanding from the Nazi government economic e(iuallty orily, at
a time when world Jewry demands the restoration of full rights for German
Jews, will again give ground for a new criticism of the German Zionist
Srg%nlzhatlon, which is responsible for the views expressed in the Juedische

undschau.

Approving a Ghetto ) )
Slmllarlx, criticism may be expected also of the suggestion by the Juedische
Rundschau that the Jews of Germany have cultural autonomy under control
of the Nazi government. By re_ducm%;| the Jewish demands to cultural auton-
omy only, instead of demanding full rights for German Jewry, the Zionist
paper actuall(y agrees to limiting the Jews of Germany to a ghetto life,

It is needless to say that the Jews of the world, fighting for the rights of
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the Jews in Germany, will never agree to the compromise which the Zionist
:igan in Berlin suggests. The slogan of world Jewry is that there can be no
7esewith Germany until the Jews are restored to their full and equal rights.
Tolerating Jews in commerce is not enough. Limiting Jews to a cultural ghet-
0 I|fed IS certainly something which 15 not in accordance with Jewish
irmands.

Sanctioning the Nazi Policy ) ]
One can unger'_st_and that aJewish newspaper which appears in Germany may
not be in a position fully to support the demands ofworld Jewry with regard
to the full restoration of Jewish rights. This, however, does not justify a_nx
official Jewish organ to come out and to practically a%ree to the anti-Jewis
-imitations which exist in Germany. The last is exacdy what the Juedische
Rundschau has done. o _
By demanding only economic rights and cultural autonomy under Nazi
control, the Juedische Rundschau actually sanctions the Presen_t Nazi policy of
||m|t|ng the Jews to commerce and to their innercultural life. It does not
demand anything more than the Jews of Germany “enjoy” anyway at present,

A Dangerous Compromise o ) .

The Zionist organ in Berlin has long been criticized for its overtures to the Nazi

regime. It has Deen suspected that these overtures are made merely in order to

prevent any persecution of Zionism in Germany. Whether this suspicion is cor-

rect or not'is actuallX not of importance. The important thing is that the Nazi

government takes the Zionist overtures quite seriously, especially since the
arter agreements were concluded between Palesting and Germany.

‘The American Jewish Congress and other Jewish organizations interest-
ed in fighting for the full restoration of Jewish rights In Germany should
therefore be interested in letting the Nazi government feel that the opinion
of the Juedische Rundschau is far from coinciding with the sentiments of the
Jews of the world. _ o

The Jews ofthe world will never agree to see the German Jews limited to
tradm_([] and to internal cultural ghetto life. The Jews of the world demand
equality for German Jews in all spheres of life. _

Any compromise sug%ested only weakens the fight which the Jews all
over the world are conduc |n% against the Nazi Reich in the hope of forcing
the Nazi leaders to abandon the "Aryan paragraph” and to restore the Jews to
their full rights.



p 20 JG NKER,

K .
“The TransAfrer;A Vital
Question ofthe Zionist

. Movement
English Edition, Tel Aviv, 1936

Gustav Krojanker, an editor at the oldest European Zionist
publisher, emigrated to Palestine in 1932, and continued to
advocate full collaboration with Nazism for the Hitachduth
Olei Germania, the German Immigrant Association— LB

I. Two Forms of Jewish Reaction _
When, during the past two hundred and fifty years, the Jewry of any land
was harried and persecuted—and of the innumerable records of oppression
one recalls the Damascus. blood libel, the Dreyfus affair, and the incessant
tyrannies of Czarist Russia and Roumania—there was an immediate reac-
tion. A wave of indignation swept the Jewish world: protest meetings were
held, and the loathsome incident of the daY was condemned in the name of
humanity. D|st|n%_U|shed Jews stepped into the breach and exerted their
influence for justice and against the country in which repression had
occurred. Funds were raised and relief committees established. _
Yet History ignores these outcries in her cruel, indifferent fashion.
Jewry’s response to the attacks upon it during those difficult days was that of
an exiled people, incapable of any other means of answer. When beaten, it
cried out; when ground down, the hurts of those beneath ruthless heel were
assuaged; tortured to the very point of death, Jewry tried to retaliate at least
with a pinprick. It must be admitted that there were ready ears to hear the
appeal; to assuage hurts was a noble mission; and even the prick of a pin was
preferable to ineffective silence. But all that may be summed up as Diaspora
politics: rebelliousness, which could improve naught, offwarded an event but
rarely and never affected the fundamental Jewish problem.
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~ One of the cases which stirred u[) the whole of Jewry was the Dreyfus
irrair. It led to HerzI formulation of the Zionist icea, which inferred a com-
riete contradiction of the ineffective Jewish action. It substituted creativeness
X : outcry, and the desire for a new, productive life for temporary aid; in place
a resentful mien, it developed a statesmanlike Fohcy, stimulated not by
empathies or antipathies but by national interest. This was a remarkable
innovation in Jewish circles, which reacted much as other people react when
raced with something surﬁrlsmgly new: to fight it or ignore it entirely. Forty
ears have elaﬂsed since that time, Herzls ideas have won thousands of sup-
oorters, and the non-Zionist world has at least become accustomed to the
existence of those ideas. The fact ofa Jewish Palestine has greatly assisted this
achievement: since it is convenient for mankind to acquiesce with facts than
disturbingly new conceptions. Moreover, it was easier to accept the fait
accompli-of Palestine and overlook the fundamentals of the undertaking.
The old Diasporetic psychology, an inheritage of hundreds of years,
could not be abandoned overnight” and the new structure reared in Eretz
Israel came sooner than the spiritual preparation of those destined to live
within it. People are dwelling in that structure or getting ready to take up
their abode in an edifice at whose foundation rests a qreat national policy,
and yet their minds are still confused with Exilic thoughts. They have not yet
%rasped the fact that not a stone could have been laid'in Palesting had it not
een for the substitution of the ineffectual policy of outcry and indignation
by one of upbuilding governed by entirely different laws.

I1. Palestine and the German Catastrophe o
Had matters evolved in a different way, and the Zionist elements of the
Jewish peaple been of sufficient political maturity to undertake the handling
of a real policy of statecraft, then there would today have been two diamet-
rically Qpﬁosed QOHCGPIIOHS on the Rroblem of German Jewry, the pivot of
the Jewish question at present, much & Zionism years ago Zposed a revolu-
tionary concept to the old Diaspora tactics. Moreover, Zionism, which
claims to itselt the right ofsP|r|tuaIIy quiding the people, would never have
considered it enough to bestow whatever it could by virtue of its practical
position in Palesting, but would have utilized this unlgue opportunity to
accomplish a great political undertaking and thus afford a new, active and
\_/tltal gemonstranon of the conception of statecraft which lies at the hasis of
its activity.

th?{ did really happen? The great body of German Jewry, ofa hlgh cul-
tural and material Standard, was suddenly deprived of the whole foundations
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of its existence, and forced into exile—something which had not occurred
since the time of Spain. Their number was so small as to enable the majori-
ty to be absorbed within Palesting in the course of a decade. Until now this
small country has taken in almost thirty thousand German Jews, far more
than an?/ other country in the world. Nof only has it absorbed them, at atime
when other countries [)assed on the refugees one to another and only a small
?roportlon were able 1o strike new roots, but %Nen them a homeland and a
uture. Palestine itselfhas benefited g{eatly. With the stream of talented peo-
Ple, there was an influx of Jewish capital of a volume unprecedented hither-
0. The increase at the same time of labor immigrants from other countries
was achieved in great measure by the German newcomers who brought with
them the means for existence arid expansion for all classes of the people.
Let us now consider that the number of people and the extent of capital
which has entered Palestine from Germany until now is only a very small part
ofthe contemplated immigration during the coming few years—to build and
develo[) the land for the benefit of other sections of Jewry. The decisive fac-
tor in the objective position of German Jewry vis-a-vis other Jewish elements
Is that an element of a high cultural order with large funds is _commfg to
Palestine. The rich and the goor are subject to the same oppression: of the
wealthy Jews in Poland and Roumania, not to mention other Western lands,
only a'few |nsPlred by the Zionist ideal are golng to Palestine; while from
Germany, most everyone ?l\(en the chance of doing so would join the immi-
grants. From this point of view it is clear that Zionism has been confronted
with an immense task and that it would be failing in its mission if it merely
waited those who would find their way to Palestine without its insistence.

I11. The Special Aspect of the German Jewish Emigration Problem
German Jews should be enabled to go to Palestine. Whoever contends that
they are in any event given the possibility, more or less, of emlgratmq there
like all other sections of the Jewish people, cannot appreciate the Special char-
acter of the German problem. This special characteristic does not lie in the
German currency laws, as might be imagined from a superficial survey, but
in_the unique fact that a whole body of Jewry is read_Y smultaneousl){ t0
migrate, and under certain conditions is equipped for it. No such problem
has arisen until now. o _
Em|%rat|on from other countries primarily affected people without means
who needed labor certificates, and in addition a small percentage of so-called
capitalists who encountered no particular difficulties in leaving their countries
of domicile. But in Germany it Is necessary at one fell swoop fo liquidate con-
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siderable capital. The complex question is therefore posed of how to realize
this capital—a question that has not in the past faced any other country.

From the ﬁ_rmu_ple viewpoint, naturallg, it depends upon the wealth of
the country which is expellm% its Jews and upon the Bercentage which the
Jews own fo that national wealth. Theoretically it may be argued that this or
the other country can Tpermlt its Jewish inhabitants to leave with all their
property in the form of cash. Such is not the case in practice. It is just those
countries, where the problem arises at all in this form—economic crisis and
acute antl-Semitism usually go hand in hand—which cannot afford owmg t0
their economic position to surrender, even with the best of will, a part of
their national resource. Certainly Germany is not able to do so, for even
before Hitler assumed power, the currency transfer restrictions were most
stringent. Germany cannot permit the transfer of Jewish capital in any other
form except merchandise, just as ultimately there is no kind of transfer save
of goods Fone recalls the German reparations system where the statesmen
failed to foresee that their countries could be paid only in kind). In short, the
giu,estjon of German currency restrictions is not a specific German problem;
it s liable to arise in greater or lesser form in practically every country where
a large Jewish body Is about to migrate. From an objective point of view,
there is really little difference whether the process is voluntary or compulso-
1y and conseguentlk/ the Zionists are in error who regard thé special practi-
ca problem of transfer facm([q German Jewry as peculiar to the latter and with
which Zionism itself cannot be concerned. It Is the contrary which is true.
The problem of liquidating Jewish caﬁltal Was a decisive factor in Herzls first
conception (in his “Judenstaat”) G the Zionist ideal. He knew nothing, as
long ago as that, of currency laws but he was aware that a general process of
liquidation had to be established as the central issu, and eSpecially through
a Zionist institution. And that was only a small part of Herzls broader con-
ception. His survey of the situation was devoid of any futile grudge-bearing;
he perceived two political factors—an organization of the Jewish people on
the one side, and the countries concerned on the other. Theﬁ were {0 be part-
ners in a pact: the countries which were to be relieved of their Jewish prob-
lem by the departure of the Jews, and the latter, to whom the nations were
guaranteeing a homeland, ready to carry out from the practical viewpoint
Wwhatever they could in order to achieve this process. The question of trans-
ferring capital is thus also a Zionist task. o

To be sure, that task has never been actual. Only a few individuals were
affected and they had no need of treaties or particular organizations.
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ConsequentIY what Herz| wrote on the matter fortY years ago was forgotten.
Now suddenly an entire Jewry came along, or, better still, 1S ready to come.
Whether voluntarily or by compulsion, it Is the first time in history that such
an objective situation is Created, conforming to Herzls original conception.

IV. Has Zionism Reacted Properly? )
How has Zionism reacted to the situation? That is the real test.

Was the reaction of the Zionist Movement spontaneous, or did it follow
on when the Jewish world at large reacted in its Diasporetic fashion? What
happened among world Jewry when the Jews of Germany were overtaken by
the greatest catastrophe in contemporary history? It was aroused to a storm
of protest and indignation; relief funds were started, and a policy of retalia-
tion was decided upon in the form of a boycott. The Diaspora reacted as it
was wont to do, aswas in the nature ofthmqs, and there is nothing really that
can be said against this form of response. 1 repeat that outcry is eventually
heard; it is necessary to relieve pain; and to deal a pmlpnck in retaliation is
better than quiescent toleration. But it should be clearly understood that all
this has nothing in common with Zionism. _

For Zionism the German Jewish catastrophe was not a surprise nor
something unexpected. It was an eventuality which at least was within the
bounds of possibility, liable to occur at Some time or another even in
Germany. Zionism had delivered its clarion call in anticipation of a similar
situation many years ago, when the Jewish people were still tranquilly som-
nolent, from thé platform at Basle. While as for the assuagement of hurts, it
is probable that while others contributed money, the Zionists gave something
far more valuable—the life and vigor of innumerable pioneers who in their
nationalist idealism prepared the land and thus enabled thirty thousand per-
sons to come and live freely in almost a simultaneous bod)(_. |twas in the third
factor, the great political concept which Herzl had outlined and in which
Zionism showed the distinction between a real Jewish policy and one of
Diaspora reasoning, that Zionism faltered and hesitated, failing to serve its
true purpose. That was because it followed on where the Diaspora led,
because It lacked the revolutionary power to overthrow the ghetto psycholo-
gy—which also exists in Palestlne—br its forceful inspiration. Zionism can-
not persist or hope to flourish unless it develops to the highest degree its own
essential ideology though this be unpopular. The pure Zionist idea was not
conceived in any placafory s?mt; it was intended gradually t0 brlng about a
convincing realization of its force by penetrating the ?hetto outlook.

What actually happened after the German' disaster, then, was that the
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D.aspora came forward with its remedy of a boycott. The Zionist Movement
remained silent. True, Palestine ahsorbed immigrants and thus offered a most
mportant, practical response; but the Zionist idea, whose inception had
made the Present-day absorption possible, turned its head. Not aword was
raid; and the Movement failed to rise to the opportunity, for the first time
since the Balfour Declaration, of again acting in the spirit of Herzl.
~ Zionism could well have left the Diaspora to its boycott tactics; in prin-
ciple it had no concern with such tactics. It might perhaps have considered
the practical implications ofa boycott—dom%harm_t_o the Hitler regime and
thus indirectly achieving an improvement in the position of German Jewrﬁ
cither optimistically or with skei)t[0|sm, as the case might be; but none ofthis
had any relation fo the upbuilding of Palestine. The romanticism of the
Dlas&)ora palicy, weighed by its likes and dislikes, might have |mﬁroved or
cased the situation in its nonessentials; but it could not affect the funda-
mental Jewish question which in% Zionism has grasped. It was entirely
divorced from that sphere. There is the same difference between the Diaspora
and Zionist Rohue_s as lies hetween the day-by-day tactics of the Trade
Unions and the ultimate Socialist Purpose. Trade Unions serve the concrete
interests of the workers within the framework of the existing order, while the
great parties which lead them aspire at the eventual abolition of the social
order. In our own case, it is obviously the bounden duty of Zionism to pur-
sue the ultimate purpose of Palestine, even though sympathetically regarding
the day-by-da¥ tactics of the Diaspora. _ o
Instead of obeying the hoycott dictates of the Diaspora, the Zionist
Movement should from the outSet have adopted a Zionist standpoint, or, in
other words, it should have endeavored to become the representative of one
part\/Nto apact. _ _
~ When Russia reached an_a[qreement with France, and even sent instruc-
tions to the French Communists not to oppose rearmament in their country,
no mtelhgent person believed for a moment that Stalin had suddenly altered
his attitude towards the Imperialist Capitalism of France. Obviously, it was
just because of the Soviet philosophy that a provisional treaty was made nec-
essary in the contemporary circumstances. The Zionist Movement should
have endeavored, in emulation of Stalins example, either directly or, if this
were not gossmle, then through the medium of foreign institutions, to influ-
ence the German Government to enter into a statesmanlike treaty, acce_ptln(_i
the situation and _tr,ymgi to derive the utmost advantage from it in'the Zionis
sense. Such a political treaty would of its very nature have had to be princi-
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Pally an economic one. Germany would have been compelled to grant the
argest possible concessions for” the transfer of capital, and the Zionist
Movement would have had to assist to its utmost the transfer as well as of
requlating it for the benefit of an extensive emigration.

Actually official Zionism proposed no such course of action. What hap-
Bened_ arose mechanically from the facts of the situation. On the one hand,

alestine Jewry accepted the boycott plan with enthusiasm, and on the other

hand, a few people in Germar]Y and Palestine set up the “Haavara” (Transfer)
system, a sort of agreement with the German Government for the removal of
Jewish capital from that country to Palesting. Whtat the situation urgently
required was a diplomatic treaty, and even private or semiprivate individuals
and groups could have secured one; what transi)lred was that Bo¥cott and
“Haavara” developed side by side almost peacefully, and were accepted in the
same S[f)lrlt by the official institutions which knew ‘oerfectly well whither the
state of affairs was leading. As an outcome, they placed no obstacles against
“Haavara,” and even utilized its services; but, on the other hand, they took
no action to explain the matter satisfactorily to public opinion or to adopt a
firm attitude towards the street agitators. o _

Thus it was that the proper Zionist pronouncement essential in the cir-
cumstances was not made far and wide, The private Zionist initiative in
establishing “Haavara” was howled down by the mob which obeyed its prim-
itive instincts and was stimulated by agﬂtators who took advantage of the sit-
uation for their party interests, aIthowh; some of the criticism may have been
genuinely motivated. Possibly the authoritative institutions awaited the deci-
sion of Congress to which the discussion of this difficult hut important prob-
lem had been referred. At all events, confusion and lack of leadership marked
a crucial epoch in history.

V. Value of “Haavara” for the German Jews in Palestine )
In such wise did the matter begin and so it continued. But the question
became far more serious than at Its inception, until now it is by far the most
significant factor in the life of German Jewry.

When “Haavara” was established, German Jews had two other means of
proceeding to Palestine with their capital. Firstly, the German Government
still allowed, until the middle of 1934, every emlqrant with LP. 1,000 to
transfer that amount in currency, and “Haavara” could have limited its activ-
ity to salvaging the amounts _exceedl_n? LP. 1,000 (up to 50,000
Relchsmarkse. Secondly, it was still possible then, outside “Haavara,” to
transfer capital in the form of “blocked marks” (Sperrmark), which although

80



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

involving heavy losses was acceptable to people of large fortunes. But since
then, the situation has altered completely. The German Government, whose
currency position became serious, now refuses to allow emigrants to take in
cash the LP. 1,000 they need for “capitalist” visas, but sends them to
"Haavara,” At the moment there are more than 2,000 families who can bring
atotal of LP. 2,000,000 to Palestine dependent upon “Haavara.” These appli-
cants are constantly growing in number, and would be greater if the poten-
tial clients had any hope of receiving the money in Palesting in the near
future, particularly now that the method of transferring “Sperrmark,”
involves a loss of 65 percent. In other words, German Jewry is pent up in a
barred citadel from which there is only one narrow egress—“Haavara.” It is
only along this narrow path that men‘and money can stream into Palestine.
And along this path, too, there is the unique possibility for the immigration
of mank/ certificate” holders without means, as no employment is available
without capital investments,

It is true that Zionism preached to German Jewry for many years and
encountered deaf ears. But this feature was not, after all, so very much dif-
ferent from the attitude of Jewish communities in other cotntries. The
tempo of immigration increased wherever the pressure was the strongest, and
vice versa. At the moment the pressure is strong in Germany and has caused
a volte-face among the whole of its Jewry, arousing a ready ear in every Jew.
Only those who came to Palestine hecause of their ideology and at self-sacri-
fice are entitled to throw a stone at this chanﬁed psychology. Those who fled
under the Pressure of circumstances or those who consider themselves
unworthy ofa *righteous” attitude, cannot insist upon an explanation of the
altered outlook among German Jewry, though, they may pose another
[mi)ortant question; How can the new Y—won Zionism hape to have any
influence over the German Jews, when, at a time when they are in sore need
of its support, it proffers them the Diasporetic answer in place ofthe Zionist
message; If it tells them regretfully, “We must sacrifice you, we must sacrifice
those potentialities which we can obtain through your medium?”

And why really must we sacrifice German”Jewry in the name of a
resoundm? heroic abnegation? We are told that it is because of the supreme

urPose, or the sake of lsrael, whose honor demands retaliation against
Hitlerist Germany, and through it with all those world forces which are striv-
ing to deprive Jews of their rights, Yet insofar as national honor is concerned,
it appears to me that we are Zionists Aust because we helieve there is only the
practical salvation, as honorable to the Jewish people, and that is the estab-
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lishment of a creative nation in Palestine. All other means, which are noth-
ing but palliatives, are insignificant in relation to this postulate, and the
Zionists must, indeed they have the right to participate in them only insofar
as specific Zionist functions are not _enda_n?ered. That must be the rule con-
cerning Hitlerist Germany and Hitlerist factors throughout the world.
Zionism seeks something more than equallt?/ for individual Jewish commu-
nities in various countries; it seeks the equality of Israel amon(% the nations of
the world. And it believes that, in the long run, the rights of individuals in
the Diaspora can only be guaranteed by such international equality. _

Such is the Zionist ideal, and it has found open hearts and ears today in
German Jewry, We must draw the practical conclusions. It is another gues-
tion entirely of how great a strength we possess or whether we can overcome
the conditions opposing us. But we dare not concede anything from the out-
s% we dare not accept with one hand something we have just given with the
other.

VI. “Haavara” and Boycott ) o o

There are, in addition to this standpoint of principle, practical instances
Whlf(h dgmonstrate that the ideological negation has actually been greatly
weakened.

What is the process achieved through “Haavara™? Jewish property-—
houses, factories, shops—takes the form of possessions which cannot readily
be packed u[) and brou%ht to Palestine. It is essential to realize them in cash,
and in turn to convert the cash into movables, e.g., merchandise. A Jew own-
|n? a house may exchange. its value for the purchase of machinery so & to
establish a factory in Palestine. That is the qnl?/_ method of transferring Prop-
erty and, as explained above, the sole possibility at a time when transter of
asSets 1 ﬁroceedm% on alarger scale. But the individual cannot always choose
this metnod. The house may belong to a widow who needs no machinery, or
the owner may be unable to ﬁredetermlne a safe economic pursuit in
Palestine, and <o forth. That is where “Haavara” steps in. It is the intermedi-
ary which takes Jewish funds J)a_ld over in Germany and purchases for cash
the merchandise anybody needs in Palestine. The proceeds are then paid over
to the recipients who went to Palestine and they invest the money in
Palestinian enterprise. In effect, “Haavara” arran?es for the conversion of
Jewish houses, factories, and shaps in Germany into new Jewish property in
Palesting: not ne_cessanb/ in the form of houses, factories, and shops once
more, hut as Jewish land, Jewish settlements, Jewish labor.

Anyone refusing to take “Haavara” merchandise is simply rejecting mer-
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chandise for which the Yishuv has no need to pay, and which, indeed, comes
:0 Palestine with the immigrants. And, on the contrary, anyone ordering
pods from any other country purchases something for which the Yishuv
does have to pay, e.g., for which Palestinian money must go abroad.
~ The promoters of the anti-German hoycott probably did not think of
mis process when they announced their campaign. The confusion arose
Decause of a misunderstanding of the two entirely different Processes com-
prised in the term “export.” It is, indeed, difficult to explain to the ordinary
man, who reacts to his feelings, that there is an enormous difference between
one type of German merchandise to another. No one would object if the
German Jews brought their cash with them to Palestine, insofar as that was
oossible. Money would be acceptable from Germany; but goods, for which
after all money is but a token, are refused just becadise it is not known that
Palestine does not have to pay for them, that they constitute additional
Jewish capital for Palestine. , _
The rapid development of the country in the past few years has hilly
demonstrated the valug of this influx. German men and women fulfilled an
important function in this development, not only d|_recd%/ in the Iar?e amounts
of capital imported but indirectly a well in stimlating the influx o caPlla_l for
investment from other countries. The value of this factor cannot be sufficient-
ly emphasized. It is a well-known axiom that caﬁnal attracts more capital, and
vice versa. If ever the point is reached at which the stream of capital, which led
to the development of the past few years, slows up or dwindles—and there is
some danger of this happening—the consequent natural slump will produce a
p%/cholog[cal sethack: money will leave the country because of diminishing
affluence, just as it came here hecause of growing affluence. _
_ Thus hefore attempts were made artificially to restrict “Haavaras” activ-
ity in its natural market in Palestine, intelligent Zionists should have fore-
stalled them by first giving thought to extending the scoPe ofa system so lim-
ited in this small country. Such efforts emerge naturally fromthe circum-
stances even without impulsion. The newspapers published a number of
reports of several proposals, some of them quite serious, made by leading
Jews. The situation, it was Pomted out, was providing an incentive to spon-
soring fresh opportunities for extendm% “Haavara.” They had one in com-
mon; that Palesting might more or less be excluded. Thus, single individuals
would be saved—in order to form a new Diaspora and o Introduce the
Jewish problem into a new land. Palestine, homeland of the Jews, in which
the transferred capital was converted into national resources making it possi-
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ble to embark upon productive upbuilding, will indeed remain excluded
unless we do not interfere in time. We shall still have labor immigrants with-
out means, who undoubtedly will be welcomed with _oFen arms especially if
they are idealists and capable, but their absorption will be impossible with-
out'the corollary capital to create labor opportunities. o

To include oneselfwithin the transfer process, to open new possibilities,
to quide that transfer to Palestine, are political tasks of first-class magimtude.
It Is the political task of Zionism today. It is necessary to exPIam he dire
measure of forcing people at all costs to leave a country and at the same time
depriving them of the means making that departure feasible. The world,
faced with the international problem of a Jewish migration, would undoubt-
edly appreciate the position. So would Germany, too, if it were shown how
to elaborate a solution of the pressure it is exerting upon its Jews. It might
even be ready to conclude agreements—ifwe can only and are prepared to
extend the “Haavara” system to other countries. If this is not done by our-
selves, it may be done without us, and we shall not only lose the human
material and the money but also bring about an economic crisis. Palestinel
economic absorption today necessitates not only the same flow of capital as
in the past two years, but amuch larger one in view ofthe country’s increased
capacity for absorption. o _

Even the boycott leaders will ultimately understand what is necessary to
exRII?m to the world and to Germany. They will leam how to differenfiate
between types of exports; between goods for'which payment is necessary and
goods which are really another form of Jewish capital; between a constant
export trade and a onetime transfer of capital, preserving for the Jews what
they might otherwise lose. Under these circumstances there would be no sac-
rifice ofhonor in securing an agreement hetween German¥ and Jewish insti-
tutions whereby opportunities would be created for transterring capital and
a large-scale immigration enabling a practicable and speedy liquidation of the
Jewish problem in Germany. Moreover, Zionism can approach Germany as
a claimant, since contrary to other countries Palestine is proposing a mass
migration in which there are numbers of people without means, and estab-
lish a healthy proportion between capital and human material.

Palestine is acting in the spirit of these demands and aspirations through
“Haavara” at present only for itself. It is still not _achlevm% his fully, because
the Yishuv has not in its attitude to “Haavara” Fl\_/en the Tull strength which
the latter needs. “Haavara” as a diplomatic-pofitical medium, asit should
have been conceived in the Zionist spirit, ought to be a kind of commercial-
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diplomatic monopoly in the negotiations with Germany and really regulate
the market, which seems quite impaossible now in connection with any other
country in the world. As Is well-known, Palestine has no protection against
‘dumping” by any other country, and local products are practically neglect-
ed. But as far as Germany is concerned such is certainly not the case. The per-
mits for purchase of goods through “Haavara” are distributed with the assis-
tance of the Palestine Manufacturers Association. Had “Haavara” dealings
with a far-sighted community PIVIH% the system full authority to operate,
then it could have been an ideal method for the control of commerce. Now
that “Haavara” lacks the support of the Yishuv, it cannot regulate its advan-
tages freely but must compromise with merchants who, while staunc_hI%/
upbh(t)ldmg a hoycott, are ready to forego their views at the price of hig
rebates.

“Haavara,” as required by the political idealism of the Zionist
Movement, might have become an ideal instrument for a statesmanlike F_oht-
ical economy; “Haavara,” as it |s—o[pposed by the Diaspora spirit and fight-
ing its wa ste%-_by-.step—Js_ actually nothlnq more than an undeveloped
instrument of Zionist actwﬂx. Nor would the dissolution of “Haavara”
exclude German goods from the market, but thrust them Rell-mell into an
uncontrolled market indifferent to the claims of Tozereteh Ha'aretz (local
products). Such dumping would take its toll on Palestine currency.

VII. Motives of the Political Agitation Against the Transfer N
Let us compare the described state of affairs with what irresponsible political
partisanship and a([utatlon have made of it. It is of course Impossible to ask
ofthe man in the sireet to understand alone the significance of circumstances
far beyond his comprehension. He sees German goods and cannot under-
stand what it means; he reads of occurrences in Germany and his feehn?s are
in turmoil. That is an ordlnarY_ process and certain interested elements are
able to use it for their party [)0 ties,
Naturally the Revisioriist Party has, in its own customary manner, made
use of this ‘excellent opportunltr. It now dubs itself thé “New Zionist
Organization,” and even though there is some doubt as to how far it is real-
ly @ “Zionist Organization” there can be no denying that it has brought
somethm([q new into Zionist life. That innovation is a denial of any form of
PO|Itlca| eadership in Jewry which Zionism claimed for itself. Instead of
eading, this organization pursues the primitive instincts which sway the mob
from time to time and panders to them so as to he able to trample uﬁon the
ruin of the official organization. The innovation introduced is that any
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means to this end are legitimate. Even though the man in the street may not
understand, the leaders are all too knowing. And they, who speak so highly
and mi ht||y of statecraft and profound p_()llC}{], are fully aware in their own
minds that not since the Balfour Declaration has there been a similar epoch
In history as the present demanding a great political effort so really essential
in handling the problem of German Jewry. _ _

The Revisionists had for the nonce @ real opportunity of carrrmg out
something about which _the% had always brag%ed: to replace a small, practi-
cal penetration of Palesting by one of a much broader scoPe on sound polit-
ical lings. They would have every justification to recall Herzls memory,
which they call up so often, in this case. Had their program been other than
a mere canvassing of votes, had it really some substance, they could have
launched a different kind of attack upon the official Organization, in full
consonance with the spirit of their pro?ram:_ by pointing out that “Haavara”
was allowed to operate without the full weight of official support, without
bem? afforded the political strenﬁth, s0 essential externally and internally,
and for failing to change the small stream known as “Haavara” into a great,
rushlngg torrent, They should have contended, in the full spirit of their pro-
%ram, hat the Zionist Organization was undertaking somethm[q only half-

eartedly, that it was obeying a Diaspora policy which had no relation'to the
Zionist political viewpoint, and in this way losing a priceless creative oppor-
tunity, or, as the Revisionists would say, an heroic acﬂwy. But as there was
nothing popular in such a course of action and it needed leacership instead
of instinct, these born heirs of Herzl preferred to adoPt the Galuth psychol-
ogy as their own and to utilize it in Palestine, where the Yishuv had not yet
freed itself of the thrall, in order to conduct organized agitation under the
quise of “real Zionism.” _ _ _

Moreover, their battle was not so much directed against “Haavara” itself
as the Zionist Congress which had agreed to the system with the full consent
of two of the leading spokesmen for the boycott movement in America who
had become convinced of “Haavaras” justification. The battle, too, was
waged against the Executive which, after the Congress, accePted official
responsibility for “Haavara.” Anyone who still hesitates as to the ultimate
advantage of this campaign must ask himselfwhy itwas organized on so large
a scale a?amst “Haavara” at just this moment and with such violence. Was it
because the position in Germany had grown worse? Because “Haavara” had
become the only possible means of salvage? Because it was necessary to add
an onslaught from Palestine to that by Germany? No. It was because at this
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moment, after the Congress, it was possible to strike at the official
Organization through “Haavara.” Truth to sy, Revisionism has no other
P_urpose than to try to undermine the official Organization and its institu-
tions wherever possible. This time they found an excellent medium, the
instincts of the Diaspora which still rule so strongqu among the masses. And
real Zionists are in duty bound to show them that nevertheless they were
wrong.

VIII. Prospects _ _
Matters have been enlightened to some extent. Congress approved the prin-
ciple of the “Haavara” system and imposed the responsibility for it upon the
Executive. The latter isSued \a}\})ubhc statement supporting the principle of
“Haavara” with its authority. We have consequently emerged from the obscu-
rities of compromise politics which had prevailed but were not admitted as
such. A clear light was shed upon the Zionist ideology in Ben Gurions offi-
cial statements. o _ o

Yet all this is but a beginning. Instead of serving even as a minor instru-
ment within the political framework of a farsighted Zionist policy, “Haavara”
in its present form has come into the forefront of discussion not because of
its intrinsic worth but by reason of interparty strife. We hope that it has been
made clear that this nevertheless will be an external factor leading to the real
merits ofthe discussion, inwhich there will be no consideration of “Haavara”
8 it stands, hut of the question of whether or not Zionism appreciates the
Problem confronting it In German Jewry for the first time in'its history in
he present acute form, and exactly as Herzl foresaw fortz years a?o. ow,
with the lapse of forty years, the Zionist movement must be told of the true
state of affairs so that'it may comprehend its function in dealing with the sit-
uation in the spirit and on'the scale conceived by Herzl.

In another twenty years there will probably be no German Jewry worthy
of mention. But the fate ofthe people comprising the body of German Jewry
today lies to agreat extent in our own hands. We can leave'them in Germany
and In ten rears at the very [atest they will be a community culturally and
economically degenerated, of as little value to the structure ofworld Jewry as
the Jews of Russia today. Such will be the consequences of a war waged for
the sake of Jewish honor. We can help in the emigration of a %reat part of
them and gather them into the fold of the resurgent Jewish people in
Palestine where the future glows brightly. We can use their talents and their
capital for the upbuilding of Palestine; and the past two Years have shown
how important this is. The choice lies within our grasp: Destruction in
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Germany, and hard abnegation for Palestine; that iswhat they call “honor"—
or r_edemPtlon from Germany and a flourishing Jewish "homeland—the
“national treachery” of which we are being accused.



NeEatimg the Issues of the
Transfers Is the Agreement
Between the Zionists and

Germany justified?”
Call of Youth

January 1936

Berl Locker, headed the Palestinian Poale Zion (Workers of
Zion), the Labor Zionist organization. Baruch Vladeck, his
opponent, was an editor ofForward, then the leading Yiddish
daily in America and the voice o fthe oldergeneration o fthe still
huge Jewish working class— LB

[The issues involved in the Transfer Agreement have aroused stormy debates
In Jewish labor circles where the economic boycott against Nazi Germany is
taken seriously. Admittedly, the outstanding proponents of the two sides of
the issue are B. C. Vladeck, chairman of the Jewish Labor Committee, and
Berl Locker, head of the Poale Zion organization in Palestine. "We are glad to
present their opinions helow.—Editor]

YES! Says Berl Locker _ _
Opponents of Zionism have seized upon the Transfer Agreement, making
capital of it in their efforts to discredit the Zionist movement. Their baseless
and confused attacks on the Transfer have been, from the beginning, aimed
as an attack upon the Jewish worker in Palestine. _ _

A short history of the beginnings ofthe Transfer movement is perhaps in
Flace 50 & to clarity misunderstandings. Soon after the ascension to power of
he Hitler regime, with its insensate persecution of Jews, there began a wave
of emigration of Jews from Germany. Hundreds, and then thousands, of
German Jews fled the country; before the conclusion of the Transfer
Agreement, Jews leaving the country were allowed to take only up to £1000
in"cash. The remainder was taken in merchandise.
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S0 it was not the Zionist movement which originated the transfer move-
ment. Palestine was presented with a fait accompli—German goods were
bemg_ brought into Palestine by fugitives. Palesting was also presented with
the dilemma: shall we hoycott these German goods which are coming into
Palesting? Can we put pickets in front of such establishments and carry on
the Anti-Nazi boycott? No, for this would be not aboycott of German gaods,
but a boycott against German Jews. To deprive the Persecuted German Jews
of this last harbor of refuge, this only opportunity 1o rescue themselves and
so_m%thlng of their fortunes from the'slough of Nazidom, would be national
suicige.

B. C. Vladeck tells these unfortunate Jews not to fleg, but to remain in
Germany and stru%gle_agamst Hitler. We cannot, however, be this arbitrary
and unréal about the situation. German Jews are leaving Germany. TheY are
_em|grat|n% and they wish to save some part of their wealth, instead of leav-
ing It to the German government. And if Jews m|g>ate to Palestine without
any private resources, what will they be able to do? Many of the emigrants
are mlddle-a?ed men and women, for whom the transition to manual labor
would be extremely difficult. Even if they could work, there must be indus-
t}zy to absorb them. Unfortunately, the national funds of Palestine (Keren
yemes and Keren Hayesod? are Inadequate and would not suffice to pro-
ductivize these emigrants with no resources. S
~Itis Vladeck’ assertion that withdrawal of Jewish capital from Germany
in the form of goods is not so shameful in individual cases; that it is the
stamp of apjproval which the Zionist movement has put upon it which is
making the Jews the laughing stock of the world. Let us suppose that we were
to allow the emigration movement to proceed unsugerws_e . What would be
the result? German goods would be dumped on the Palestinian market result-
mg in personal loss, chaos in the Palestinian market, and the disorganization
of Palestinian economic life. _

At the time that the Transfer Agreement was arranged, Jews leaving
Germany were, without restriction, allowed to take out £1000 in cash. When
the Havorah (Transfer Agency) was organized, it concerned itself only with
transactions involving the surplus above the £1000 which individuals were
freely permitted to withdraw. Since then, free withdrawals have been restrict-
ed and only 12-15 such withdrawals a month are permitted, ,

The usual procedure is as follows: the candidate (for emigration) obtains
%overnmer]t permission and deposits his money with the Havorah. The

avorah, in turn, deposits these moneys in one of two accounts which it
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maintains with the German Reichshank. Account | functions for those Jews
who are already in Palesting, or who plan to emigrate there immediately.
Account 11 is for others who are not themselves ﬁrepared to emigrate. The
account is étemporanly at Ieast—Edltorz closed. The maximum that any Jew
is permitted to withdraw from the country is 50,000 marks or $20,000 at the
German rate of exchange. _ o _

The Havorah has thus established a credit with the Reichshank. It then
obtains orders for the German merchandise in Palesting and arranges to Fay
for these orders with its Reichsbank credit, thus obtaining cash in Palesting
and satisfying the merchandise clause of the agreement. The Transfer
Agreement prevents the country from being flooded with German merchan-
dise, since goods come in only & there is need for them. It is the only method
whereby a German Jew can withdraw more than £1000 of his fortune.
Besides, it provides (through Account [) moneys which are invested in the
national funds of Palestine. _ o

Before | conclude, | should like to answer one objection of Vladeck®.
Vladeck attacks the Transfer Agreement sazlm? that with the Agreement we
are all !n?_ours_elves and dealing with the Hitler Government. Has not the
Joint Distribution Committee, of whose executive Vladeck is a member, sent
$1,000,000 into Germany to help the German Jews? In s0 domg has it not
Prowded the German ?overnment with the valuta which it wants so badly?

n attacking the Transter Agreement for the same reason, Vladeck shows a
strange inconsistency.

NO! Retorts B. C. Vladeck . ] ]
At the recent conference of the “Labor Campaign for Palesting” a resolution
Was ado[)ted in favor of the boycott of German Goods. Yet at this same con-
ference the Transfer Agreement between the Zionist organizations and Nazi
Germany was openly defended—an agreement by which German goods are
bought by a Zionist organization in Germany and sold to the Jews in
Palestine. 'You may arrque from now till Doomsday, but this is double book-
keeping of the most flagrant sort. That nobody stiould break the boycott but
the Jtews |Of Palestine. And nobody deal with Germany but the Zionist orga-
nizations!

~ The defenders of the Transfer Agreement themselves feel the contradic-
tion of the situation and make attempts to explain it away. One of the expla-
nations is that under this agreement Germany receives no money from other
countries, no valuta. That'is no excuse. Why does Germany need valuta?
Because there isnt enough money in Germany. That is, there is plenty of
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money, but the qpvernment cannot or will not touch private fortunes. What,
then, is the function of the Transfer Agreement? It takes the money that Jews
own as private capital, and that the government cannot touch, and gives it to
the government in return for German goods. o

or i that all. In order to sell her goods to other countries besides
Palesting, the German ?overnment IS ready to suPpIy up to fifty percent of
the cost of these products. It sells special marks with which foreign |mﬁorters
then pay for German goods, and these marks are worth not very much more
than orie-half the real value of the German mark. But those Tgoools exported
from Germany under the Transfer Agreement are paid for, pfennig for pfen-
nig, mark for mark; the German government receives for them twice as much
as She would have received if she had exported them to another country.

The second excuse is not really an excuse, but an analogy, and it was pro-

ounded, acc;ordmgI to the new_slpaper,_ by my friend, Baruch Zuckerman.

he analogy is as follows: if a child Is kidnapped, no one blames the Rarents
when they pay the ransom moneg, although everyone knows that the kid-
napper is an outlaw and a scoundrel. In the same way, in order to save the
German Jews, it is permissible to deal with Germany.”

This ana ogY would be a very good one if the premises were the same.
But, unfortunately, an aItoHether dirferent analogy fits the case: a whole fam-
ily has been kidnapped. The ransom money is paid for one member of the
family, thus enabling the kidnapper to torture the rest of the family. If there
were only one Jew in Germany or only 1,000 Jews, then Friend Zuckerman’s
examplewould be correct. But there are still nearly half a million Jews in
Germany, all of whom it is impossible to move in a Short time. Bygl_vm% the
Nazis money we str_en?then and enable them to persecute the remalnlnp_ews
all the more effectively. The moral harm of the Transfer Aﬁreemen IS S0
apparent that only the most dull-witted can try to ignore it. The whole orga-
nized labor movement and the progressive world are waging a f|([1ht a?amst
Hitler through the baycott. The Transfer Agreement scabs on that fight.

“But,” say the defenders of the Transfer Agreement, “we cant stop to dis-
cuss moral effects. We must save the Jews in Germany, and the Transfer is a
way out.” Lets look into the practical value of the Agreement. We are told
that over 30,000 Jews were rescued by the Transfer Agreement. That, to put
it blundy, is a lie. Not 30,000 but befween 4 and 5 thousand were settled in
Palestine by means of the Transfer, and these were not “saved.” _

~ How does the Transfer Agreement work? Israel Karlebech, an eminent
Zionist, gave in the Warsaw “Today” of Nov. 1, a clear explanation of the
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workings of the Agreement. Let us say a German Jew has $1,000 and he
wants to take it out with him so that he may settle in Palestine. First of all,
ne must wait at least a year before he can get permission from the Finance
Minister. When he gets the permission the government takes off 20 percent
& "flight” tax. He now has $800. Of the $800, the “Havorah” 6the ransfer
organization) takes ap{_)rommately 25 dpercent of the total $1,000, or $250,
for various expenses. This leaves $550. Of the $550 he gets 40 percent in
notes on the Jewish National Fund, 20 percent in a Palestinian “gesellschaft,”
20 percent in a Palestinian cooperative undertaking, and 20 percent in cash,
The cash is not turned over to him until two years later and he may not sell
any of these holdings. Plainly put, the German Jew is so “saved” that for
S1,000 he gets $111 and that only after two years, _

|t is my contention that the main Purpose of the Transfer is not to rescue
the Jews from Germany but to streng hen various institutions in Palestine. |
have seen figures which'show that to date the National Fund has received over
three million marks from the Transfer; the workers’ union “Nir” over one and
a half million marks; the bank “Haﬁoahm” another half million; and the
"Hanuta” two and a half million marks. From the beginning of the Transfer
up to the 31st ofJuI?{, 1935, the “Havorah” exported from Germany products
worth about 19 milfion marks. Ofthese German Jews with whose maney the
Foods were bought, received only about seven million marks. Over nine mil-
lon went to strengthen various institutions in Palestine.

There is still another aspect to the question. Because so many German
Products enter Palestine the market is flooded. New markets are needed. So
he German consul in Eqypt is approached by the “Havorah” to help sell
“Havorah” goods to the Eqyptians and is thereby promised especially low
Bnces._ The same is done in_other countries neighboring to Paléstine.
Nalestllznetthus becomes the official scab-agent against the boycott in the

ear-East,

There have been many protests against the Transfer Agreement—from
prominent Zionists themselves. But more amazing than the Frotests is the
silence which has enshrouded it. When the news of the Transter Agreement
first came out, the Zionists denied having anything to do with it. Atthe 18th
Congress in Pra?_ue, Berl Locker said: “Nota smﬂle Zionist agent:}/ has the
slightest connection with the Transfer.” During that very period the bank
¢ aﬁoahm" (of the Histadruth) was raking in money from the Agreement.
At the last Zionist Conggess the question came up again and there were very
heated debates. | have efore me the Bulletins of the “Palkor” of the days
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when the debate was raging. But the only record of it is a few words b
Kaponsky and by Meyer Grossman of the Jewish State Party. It was evident-
ly felt that such discussion could not be publicized. _

From this | can conclude in only one vein: the Transfer Agreement is a
blot on the Jews and on the world and the stain must be wiped away.
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Palestine
Telegraphic Agency
“German Zionists Seek

Recognition”
Palestine Post

January 15, 1936

The Palestine Post is today the Jerusalem Post— LB

Berlin. Tuesday—A bold demand that the German Zionist Federation be
given reco?mtmn by the Government as the only instrument for the exclu-
sive control of German Jewish life was made by the Executive of that body in

a proclamation today. o _
All German Jewish organizations, it was declared, should be dominated

by the Zionist spirit.
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“Baal Is Not God”
The Cotigress Bulletin

January 24, 1936

The Congress Bulletin was the organ ofthe American Jewish
Congress, a leading pro-Zionist organization— LB

The demand of the Zionist Federation of Germany that it be given full juris-
diction over the adaptation of German Jewry to the conditions created by the
Nuremberg Laws is, in away, an open defiance of the cultural dictatorship of
Geo%Karesm which the Nazis have imposed upon the Jews.

~ The Cabalists of old long ago discovered the dual comf)lexm_n of ideas.
Light and darkness, sacred and profane, God and Satan, all manifest them-
selves_throu_gh the same phenomena. Thus it is with nationalism. It can spell
salvation, liberation and freedom; it can also spell persecution, enslavement
and annihilation. o o

“Hitlerism is Satan’ nationalism. The determination to rid the German
national body of the Jewish element, however, led Hitlerism to discover its
“kinship” with Zionism, the Jewish nationalism of liberation. Therefore
Zionism became the only other party legalized in the Reich, and the Zionist
flag the only other flag Fermnted to fly n Naziland,

It was a painful distinction for Zignism to be singled out for favors and
privileges by its Satanic counterpart. It became menacln% when the chasm
dividing the two “step-brothers™ of nationalism was lost sight of, and the “kin-
ship” began to produce such an anomaly as Georg Kareskl. _

Once a leading Zionist, and President of the Berlin Jewish Community
Kareski discovered"the “compatibility” between Hitlerism and Zionism and
then voluntan_lgr joined the Secret Service of the Reich. Fie became the Jew
who made Hiflerism his Jewish nationalist faith. He openly declared—in



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

Goebbels” “Angriff"—the Nuremberg Laws to be a “blessing to the Jews.”
Who but Kareski was to be entrusted with implementing the Nazi-made cul-
tural autonomy for Jews? _

“This “cultural autonomy” is another example of a Satanic counterpart of
an idea. Cultural autonomy signifies the freedom ofa %_roup of citizens enjoy-
ing full civic equality to develop and sustain their particular historic culture,
The Nazi interpretafion of cultural autonomy is the imprisonment of an eco-
nomically, somall?/ and legally disfranchise %roup within the cultural and
physical walls of its historical peculiarities. Excluding Jews from participation
In German cultural activities Is not sufficient. The Jewish peculiarity must be
?uarded S0 that no Ara/an sound or thought penetrates the walls of the ﬁhet-
0. Not only are the Jews limited to their own theaters and concert halls
which no Aryan is permitted to enter, but no_Ari/an composers may be heard
in those concert halls, and no Aryan playquh may be presented on those
stages. No medieval Jewish fanatic, in his zeal for separating the Jews from
the rest of the world, could have thought of turning national ife into such
an airtight dungeon. _

~ This s the “autonomy” Georg Kareski accepted from the hands of Dr.
Hinkel as a “blessing” for his brethren, Were the Zionist Federation of
Germany to submit to this dictatorship, it would indirectly subscribe to the
Kareski-Goebbels-Hinkel interpretation of Zionism. It would do so under
duress, with the sword of the henchmen over its head, but, nevertheless, do
s0. The demand for full jurisdiction over Jewish matters, carries the daring
implication that no_Kareski patrona%e Is acceptable. It is on a par with the
stand taken by the Protestant Church against the “coordinating” attempts of
the Nazi Bistiop Mueller. Since the position of the outlawed Jewish minori-
t}/_ can in no way be compared to that of the powerful Protestant Church, the

jonist stand displays that much more courage and determination.

It is immaterial, at the moment, whether or not the German Zionists
gain %hela point. It was imperative, however, to proclaim at any risk, that Baal
15 not god.
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Dr. Joachim Prinz
“Zionism Under tEe Nazi

Government”

Septemper 11, 1037

Dr. Joachim Prinz is one ofthe most distinguished younger
Rabbis o fpresent-day Germany; where he has become the out-
standing spokesman of the Jewish community, particularly
among theyouth. Although hisfamily has livedfor many gen-
erations in Germany, he has been an active workerfor Zionism,
even since 1917, and wasfor manyyears an Executive Member
ofthe German Zionist Federation. Apart from hisfame & an
orator and leader, Dr. Prinz has also enriched German Jeivish
Scholarship, and ivas the author ofthefirstpolitical hook, We
Jews, written by aJew under the Hitler regime. He has recent-
ly settled in the United States o fAmerica— LB

From the very first day of its establishment, the Zionist movement in
Germany has played the role of a prophet of evil. There was never an occa-
sion during the past 15 years when the Zionists of Germany ceased voicing
their warnings to German Jews. _

| shall never forget the day when Walther Rathenau was killed by two
young adventurers who were [ater decorated and praised for their pafriotic
deed. It was a Sabbath day. We had gone to the Berlin University to listen to
one of Germany’ most famous and Interesting men, a protestant scholar and
ardent fighter for freedom and liberty, Ernst Troeltsch. 1 shall never forﬁet his
pale face, his trembling voice, his eyes full of tears, as he began his fecture
with the words: “My friend Walther Rathenau has been shot by one of the
young men who pretend to be patriots.” His lecture which was supposed to
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have dealt with questions of philosophy, was transformed into an essay on
Rathenau, the Statesman. _

In those days, the then German chancellor, JosePh Wirth, a Roman
Catholic and President of the Center Party, violently attacked the murderers
and those who supported them. Further indictments came from the ranks of
the democrats and left-wing parties; but being democrats and friends of lib-
erty they knew only of liberal and very mild"methods against a phalanx of
soldiers who had resolved to fight for “a new Germany” with all means and
without “democratic scruples.” , o _

The Jews watched the dangerous interplay with mixed feelings. Most of
them were happy to see that enemies of the State, who were at the same time
foes of the Jews, were finally being “orosecuted.” They were quite sure that
nothing more dlsturblng could happen as long as men like Severlnq, one of
the socialist leaders, and Braun, were the heads of the (‘mvernm_en . While
everybod?éfelt instinctively that Hln_denbur%*s election as the President of the
German Reich must be the beginning of the end, most Jews were happy at
the election of a man of that dignity and love of justice.

Zionists Warned of Danger | . . .

The Zionists in Germany were in a difficult position. Official Jewry was
against us. We were a minority, fighting alone against a Jewish world blind
even to the already visible facts. From the b_e?m_mng ofthe revolution in 1918,
the facts were: inCreasing anti-Semitism, riots in the universities and even on
the streets, anti-Semitic pamphlets and newspaPers, riots in the smaller towns
and the slow but steady increase of a group of adventurers who were bound
together by the so-called “Fronteriebnis” (experience at the front) and headed
by a then unknown and later ridiculed man called Adolf Hitler.

We could do nothing but warn. We appealed to the German Jews to face
the facts. We cited Theodor Herzl. We tried to make clear that the Jewish

Uestion must be solved and that the day would come when the Jews in
ermany would have to realize the Jewish question as one of their own prob-
lems, a ﬁroblem of life and death. _

I 1930, I had occasion to lecture in the German town of Cassel. M
topic was: “The future of the Jews and Nazis.” The meeting was overcrow-
ed, but | knew in advance that most of them would be against me. | had
committed a crime: | took the Nazis seriously. From the very beginning of
that movement, | was convinced that they would succeed. | remember the
storm which was created at that meeting when | warned the Jews to repudi-
ate their old view of assimilationism and Germanism. When | reached that
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%omt in my address when | described the Nazis as the coming rulers of
ermany, the audience began to whistle and shout. One of them cried vio-
Ientl¥ and loudly: “And this man pretends to be a rabbi!” ,
“That was the g}eneral Jewish reaction. They did not realize the danger in
which they were. They had their own Wel_tanschauun% that meant: to be a
good German patriot, to deny even the existence of a Jewish nation and to
0 everything necessary to prove patriotism. Even when Hitler had already
reached power, a great many Jews could not forget the old idols.

Evil Prophecy Came True ] o

But durm? the days which preceded Hitler, the Zionist movement fought for
the acceptance of its own ideals, Against the dream of assimilation we
preached the sermon of dissimilation. We asked for Jewish education of the
children, increasing interest—moral and financial—in the resettiement of
the Jews in Palestine, participation in Jewish world affairs, a changed attitude
toward the Ostjuden who came to us in the years after the war and who were
regarded—not only by anti-Semitic circles but also by many German Jews—
as the cause of all the difficulties. But Zionists preached o deaf ears. Only
the youth responded. With times there came an awakening of interest in
Palestine, but the majority ofthe German Jews considered the Zionists to be
men_of evil who agreed with the Nazis.

The day camé when our evil prophecy came true. That da% (German
Jewry suffered the exPerlence of an earthquake. Th_e){ were overwhelmed by
aJewish and human tragedy which seemed impossible to conceive even ina
bad dream. The first of April came. Germans en&(oyed that day. They cele-
brated a new camival, the “yellow camival,” “Yellow—the Color of the
Judenfleck” in the middle ages—was the leading color of the day. The Iongf
streets in which Jewish shops were found were a single yellow ribbon o
insults and outrages, , _

There was no time then to consider the tragedy and the very touchlng
sentimental and individual problems. Something concrete and practical ha
to he done. Everybody in Germany knew that only the Zionists could
responsibly represent the Jews in dealings with the Nazi Government. We all
felt sure that one day the government would arrange a round table confer-
ence with the Jews, at which—after the riots and atrocities of the revolution
had passed—the new status of German Jeer could be considered. The
Government announced very solemnly that there was no country in the
world which tried to solve thie Jewish problem as senousIY a did Germany.
Solution of the Jewish question? It was our Zionist dream! We never deniéd
the existence of the Jewish question! Dissimilation? It was our own appeal!
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Saving the Remnants _ _

In p(eﬁaratlon for that conference, a statement was written which was never
published. It was signed by Georg Landauer, who is still in Germany. Ina
statement notable for its pride and dignity, we asked for a conference fo con-
sider the question of the Jewish status. We emphasized that we too were anx-
ous to find a solution of the Jewish problem.” _

In those earl da){)s_ we believed in the slim possibility of saving the
German Jews, but nothing happened. Nothing! We were not even given an
answer.
|t should be known that during the last four and a half years, not even
one Jew was seen or received by an5{ member ofthe Nazi Government to con-
sider a political question. We dealt only with the officials of the ministries
and the police, with the Gestapo, the Jewish department of Goebbels min-
istry or with the ministry for economic affairs (on the problems of transfer).

When we realized that the German Government never intended to solve
the Jewish problem, and that |t_s_on|¥/ attitude toward Jews was one of humil-
lation, degradation and the spirit of the Stunner, we turned our thoughts in
the direction of saving whatever possible from the enormous bankruptcy of
a once wealthy Jewry. That meant constructive tasks. o

It was very difficult for the Zionists to operate. It was morally disturbing
to seem to be considered as the favored children ofthe Nazi Government, Par-
ticularly when it dissolved the anti-Zionist youth groups, and seemed in other
ways to prefer the Zionists. The Nazis asked for a “more Zionist behavior.”

Zionists Badly Treated ) o o
All this was most disagreeable and painful to the Zionists. But the Nazi atti-
tude toward the Zionists was onl¥ a facade. In reality, the Zionists were and
are miserably treated. Two Zionists were hanished from the country without
any reason whatever: one of them despite his German citizenship; the other,
S."Adler-Rudel, was one of our hest exPerts in social problems. Durmg the
years, Zionists have frequently been arrested. Zionist megtings were forbidden
or dissolved, sometimes eveni before the scheduled meeting could be opened
(the reason given was that the meeting opened five minutes after the sched-
uled opening). Zionist officials were and still are frequently called to the
Gestapo and examined in not very polite terms. In brief, the se_emm? pro-
Zionist attitude of the German Government is not an expression of, and
should not be confused with, cooperation on the part of ong Side or the other.

_ But the Zionist task in Germany has consisted, and still consists, of car-
rying on very specific work: to increase emigration, to establish Jewish
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schools, to create a so-called Jewish culture (which must be regarded skepti-
cally because of the lack of freedom under which such a culture is produced),
to create a new literature for the new Jewish life, to participate in'the gener-
al daily political tasks of German Jewry, to promote the important and fre-
quently attacked project of Haavarah, &tc. ~ o

~ The leadership in these tasks has been provided by a number of institu-
tions. First has been the Judische Rundschau, which proved itself to be the
real leader of German Jewry, especially in the early months; the Zionist
Organization with all its de?artments,_and the “Reichsvertretung der Juden
in Deutschland,” the general organization of German Jews.

Kareski’s Devilish Role ) ) . .

As the German Jewish communlta/ adjusted itself to the new situation, the
“Re_mhsvertretun?" and the other Jewish organizations (as, for example, the
Jewish community) were reorganized on the basis of the 50-50 principle of
the Jewish Agency. The real influence of the Zionist movement constantly
increased. That a certain deadlock has now been reached is due to two fac-
tors: that most of the Zionist leaders have left Germany, and the existence of
a personality who has played a very interesting and devilish role in German
Jewry: Geor% Kareski. He was once a member of the Zionist Organization,
and 1s now President of the Revisionists in Germany and editor of a itter
newspaper directed aﬁamst the official of German Jéwry and written in the
style of the Angriff. | hope some day to throw some lighit on the sad story of
the past two years and especially of recent months, in which this man has
played a central role. T _

Suffice it to say that unified Zionist power in Germany has been broken
by the dark machinations whose source is well-known to everybody who has
hafcli occasion to work in Germany, and who has had to suffer under that
influgnce.

The future of the German Jew is quite clear. No one can doubt that
German Jewry must die if the Nazi Government lives, and there can be little
doubt that the Nazi Government is very far from dying. o

The future of German Jewry is the Tuture of Zionists too. What is being
done today in Germany by Jews of various groups is the useless but heroic
attempt to make the best of a situation which will forever belong to the
tragedy of the Jewish peaple.
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Joachim Prinz and
Lenni Brenner,

Excerptstrom an Interview
February 8, 1961

This interview shows that Prinz (1902-1988) definitely
thought that Zionism could and should come to an accommo-
dation with Nazism. But he dramatically evolved in the 44
years since he arrived in the U.S. He soon realized that noth-
Ing he said in Nazi Germany made sense in the American con-
text, and hejackknifed hack into a American liberal version of
hispre-Nazi Social Democratic Germanpolitics. Eventually, as
head of the American Jewish Congress, he marched with
Martin Luther King. N -
| decided that, beyond citing the interview in my book, |

would do nothing with it that would embarrass him in his old
age. | did the right thing. But now it is obligatoryfor me to _bnngi
the interview to the attention o fscholars, for the confirmation |

provides re Zionist fantasies about an accommodation with
Hitler, But the wannabe collaborator ofthe 30s was a different
man than thegentleman who invited me into his home and hon-
estly answered'what he knew would beprobing questions— LB

Brenner:
| came across an article that you wrote, apparently when you came to the
United States, for New Palestine.... You say In the article;

“Everybodx in Germany knew that only the Zionists could responsibly
represent the Jews in dealings with the Nazi Government, We all felt sure
that one day the government would arrange a round table conference
with the Jews, at which—after the riots and atrocities of the revolution
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had passed—the new status of German Jewry could be considered. The
Government announced very solemnly that there was no country in the
world which tried to solvé the Jewish problem as seriously as did
Germany. Solution of the Jewish question? It was our Zionist dream! We
never dénied the existence of the Jewish question! Dissimilation? It was
our own appeal’... In a statement notable for its pride and dignity, we
asked for a conference.”

That’s the quote. Now, what made you think that the Zionists could deal
with the Nazi government?

Prinz:
Well, the Zionists had a theorr that we were living in a foreign country, They
also accepted the notion of the Jewish people. The German Jews did not
accept the notion of the Jewish people. They were not the Jewish People.
They were a religious group, different from the Protestants and the Catholics,
but nevertheless they were patriotic Germans who h_apBened to he Jewish.
But that Jewishness had very little to do with the Jew in Poland or the Jew in
Hungary or the Jew in France. They emphasized that they were German Jews
and they were Germans first. And'that was the opinion of the vast majority
of German Jews.
_ Zionism was aver¥ small, movement, attracted very few Reogle, mostly
intellectuals. And we 4l continued to talk about the Jews. The Rundschad
last week | spoke to Robert Weltsch, who was the editor of the Rundschau,
he now almost 90 years old, and very bright—writes—and | think that in
every article he wrote, he wrote about the particular situation of the Jews in
the Country, and that what we needed really was a countrX to which we could
0o without beg?mg,_ that is a Jewish state, and that the Jews were making a
grave mistake ot believing that assimilation was_gossmle.

We thought that assimilation was not FOSSI le. We were ourselves were
very assimilated Jews, | mean, after all, we lived there for many hundreds of
years. We were assimilated Jews in terms of acculturation,

Brenner:
Well, what made you think that you could represent the Jews in dealing with
the Nazi government?

Prinz:

Oh, we thought, in our discussions with intellectuals in the SS movement,
that the time would come when they would say, “Yes, you live in Germany,
you are Jewish people, you are different from us, but we will not kill you, we
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will permit you to live your own cultural life, and develop your own nation-
al capacities and dreams.” We thought, at the beginning ofthe Hitler regime
that such a very frank discussion was possible. We found among the SS intel-
lectuals, some “people were ready for such a talk. But of course such a talk
never took place hecause the radical element in the Nazi movement won out,

Brenner:

Well, 50, in other words, now you said that you thought, you said that your
father thought that Nazis were just an episode. But, you say that you thought
that, someday, after the riots and the atrocities of the revolution had passed,
and a deal would take place. So, didn' you also see the Nazis, in a sense, or
the atrocities, as an episode?

Prinz:

No, at the beginning, concentration camps did not exist. Jews were sent to
concentration camps in 1938. There were Jews in concentration camps, but
s0 were socialists and other people.

Brenner:

No, but what I'n sayingi is that what difference really is there between the illu-
sion of your father, that Nazism was J_ustapassmg episode, and your feeling
that what was going on was just an episode, and that you would be able to...

Prinz:

No, no. I didnt think that what was going on was just an episode, because
there was, at that time, no mass murder of the Gérman Jews. That didnt
exist. There was such notions that it could take place, but it did in fact take
E)Iace in 1938, four years after Hitler came to power. It is true that there were
ews who were killed, but the majorltg of Jews did not leave Germany at that
time. Some did. Altogether, I think 200,000 left, maybe a little bit more, but
50 percent of the Jews of Germany were killed.

Brenner:

Now, if someone were to ask you what the Zionist movement did before Hitler
came to power to try and stop Hitler? In other words, you said, for example
that the Socialists and Communists fought each other. Did the Zionists tell
them to stop fighting? Did the Zionists propose uniting with them?

Prinz:
No, | think that your notion ofa Zionist movement as a united movement
IS wrong. It was not a united...
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Brenner:
OK. | accept that, obviously. But did any Zionist come up with a program
that was designed to keep Hitler out of power?

Prinz:

| dont think so. | think that the Zionists realized that they were a very small
group, that we could discuss with the Germans. We were a peaple, we were
part of the Jewish people, we had no hesitation whatsoever to discuss this
matter, we realized that the Jewish problem existed.

Brenner:

What Jewish problem?

Prinz:
The uncertainty of Jewish existence outside of the Jewish state.

Brenner: ) . )
Well, do you feel that there is a Jewish problem in New Jersey, for example?

Prinz: o _ _
No, no. America is a completely different thing. . . .

B :
reArE;réfﬁ a | say, I'm critical of everybody for their fight, but nevertheless,
they fought them.

Prinz: o )
| think the Socialist movement really failed.

Brenner:
But | have not been able to find any record of the Zionist movement doing
anything, prior to Hitler coming to"power.

Prinz;

What could they 0o?

B :

Or}gn%%rt then they turn around and, as you say, they hope that they could sit
down, they who did not fight him, hoped fo sit around, afterwards, and
negotiate with him.

Prinz:
But for avery, very limited time. Maybe for 2 or 3 months, that we had some
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hope, we sit together with them, with the Germans, the Germans have decid-
ed to have their own government, & Hitler, and they are within their rights
to do what they want to do. But we have our own rights. We feel that we
lived in Germany, that emancipation is not a reality, and therefore we could
sit down with them and discuss the possibility of continuing Jewish life in
Germany, under the Hitler regime, with our own cultural values, religious
valugs, and continue to live there. We did not think, at that time, that Hitler
would kill the Jews.

Brenner. ) )
Clearly. Obviously. Now you said that there were some people in the SSwho

wetrﬁ Interested in what you people had to say. Did you negotiate personally
with...

Prinz:

Yes. For instance, the Germans had decided that no Jewish newspaper could
be printed in Gothic letters. There was a news aPe_r, which incidentally, I was
a political editor, which printed the paper in Gothic letters. They were forced
to use Latin letters. o _
~ The Nazis then went on, on the theory that Jewish life could continue
in Germany, within Jewish limits, within Jewish national, cultural and reli-
%nous limits, and they founded the Kulturbund, which eliminated the Jews
rom the German theater, Jewish painters could not exhibit, Jewish sculptors
could not exhibit, and some ofthe important conductors became conductors
of Jewish orchestras. Jewish actors left the German stage, and we had our
own theater. That is, the Germans also thought in terms of continuing Jewish
life, separated from the German life, but could continue to cultivate their
own heritage.

Brenner:

Would you have accepted that? Did you accept that?

Prinz:

We did accept that. We had, Kulturbund was a flourishing thin?. Jews could
not go to the theater, 1 did not go to the German theater, but we had our
own theater, we had our own orchestras. Some of the important conductors
who later came to America, became conductors of Jewish orchestras hecause
no Jewish violinist, Yehuda Menuchin could not perform in Germany, right?

Brenner:

..OK. I 'dont know if I'm getting my point across. What I'm trying to say is
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this: Hitler is coming to Jpower. Should Jews have fought him? Then Hitler
comes to power. Should Jews have fought him?

Prinz:

| dont think there was any possibility of us fighting him. | could not fight
him, after all, | was a very active political leader. | became a rabbi in 1923,
My notion of religion is rot theological, | always thought that rel|%|on had a
say in social matters, in matters of politics, but'l dont think that there was a
possibility for the Zionist movement— the majority of the German Jews were
organized in movements that were very patriotic, for Germany, they of
course, didn't think that Hitler would come to power—the Zionists were a
movement of only a few thousand in all of Germany, a few thousand. . . .

Brenner:

..The picture that | get is that, as Hitler started to reallk/ rise to power, and,
as you say, in the period immediately afterwards, that the leaders of the
Zionist movement, Blumenfeld, Weltsch, etc., got the notion that, because
Zionism didnt believe that the Jews should be in Germany, that they could
make a deal with Hitler.

Prinz:

No, no. | think that your notion ofmakln? a deal with Hitler is completely
wrong. There was no such notion. Dont forget what Weltsch wrote when
Hitler came to power, | mean the Judische Rundschau during the Hitler
regime—and also dont forget that we had the censorship. You couldnt just
write everything. Everything was censored. There were Jewish members of
the Gestapo, | think four.,

Brenner:
Ok.,.. In the article that you wrote in 1937, YOU said, “In a statement notable
for its price and dignity, we asked for a conference”.... It says:

“On the foundation of the new state, which has established the total
structure so that for us, too, in the sphere assigned to us, fruitful activity for
the Fatherland is possible.... Our acknowledgment of Jewish nationality pro-
vides for a clear and sincere relationship to the German people and its nation-
al and racial realities. Precisely because we do not wish to falsify these funda-
mentals, because we, too, are against mixed marriage and are for maintaining
the pNurlty of the Jewish group.”

ow...
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Prinz:

Yes, well we never saw Hitler, we never saw Goehbels, we never saw any
member of the—we are talking now about a very small group—we were
ready, since this was our conviction that we were Jews, we are people Jews,
you know, we were national Jews, we were part of the Jewish people in the
world, Therefore we thou?_ht that we could talk to these Germans, who, after
all, acknowledged the reality of national %roups. We were the only national
group in Germany, we thought that, maybe theresa F033|b|l|t of establish-
Ing ourselves as a national group, with our national cu

Ursg ture, and talk to them.
But it didnt happen, (but we) thought so.

Brenner:
The memorandum says, “We believe in the possibility of an honest relation-
ship of loyalty between a group-conscious Jewry and the German state.”

Prinz:

Rlﬁht. We thought so. We were mistaken. We thought that, after all, they are
natlonalists, we are also, Jewish nationalists, and therefore we had something
in common. We recognized the feet that the German people had made their
decision. It was their decision. They were within their rights because there was
amajority of them. Now, we will continue to live in Germany, but we will live
as a national group, for the first time recognized, not in terms of emancipa-
tion, but as doing away with the national uniqueness of a group, remains, all
of them German citizens, of patriotic, we were not patriotic, we were German
citizens, but would be reco?mzed—at the same time—the nght ofthe Jews to
live as Jews. There was a notion, some of us, thought that letStalk to the intel-
lectuals there, and, Kou know, | had many discussions with SS intellectuals. |
was expelled bK Eichmann. | spent my Iastm&ht in Germany in solitary con-
finement. So therefore | thought we could talk. Very rarely, SS men began to
talk, privately, but the dialogue that we aimed at, néver took place.

Brenner:

OK. Now you said, in this memorandum, the ZVD said that “The realiza-
tion of Zionism could only be hurt by resentment of Jews abroad against the
German development. Boycott propaganda—such as is currently being car-
ried on against Germany 1n many ways—is in essence un-Zionist, because
Zionism wants not to do battle but to convince and to build.... Our obser-
vations, presented herewith, rest on the conviction that, in solving the Jewish
problem according to its own lights, the German Government will have full
understanding fora candid and clear Jewish posture that harmonizes with the
interests of the state.”
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Prinz:

Yes. That was our notion. We were mistaken. It was a romantic notion. We
thought now, listen, theres a German (IJovemment now, based upon a
German nationalism. Well, lets sit down together and talk to them. But it

never happened.
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Franz-Albert Six

Report on Secret Commando Matter
David YISTae“, The Palestinian Problem
i Politics 1889—1945
I(1He err(e]n@r,‘ Bgr'- I'faS University,
Append (Germanrs: pp. 301-4

The Zionists were always more eager to extend their relation-
ship than the Nazis. It was therefore the Haganah, the militar
arm ofthe Jewish Agency (defacto the Labor Zionist militia),
that obtained permission o negotiate directly with the SS. A
Haganah agent, Feivel Polkes arrived in Berlin on February
26, 1937and was assignedAdolfEichmann as his negotiating
partner. Their conversations were recorded in a report by
Eichmanns superior, Franz-Albert Six, found infiles captured
by the Americans after World War 1L

In 1983, | met Yoav Geloer, a scholar at Jerusalems Yad
Vashem Holocaust center. | asked what he knew o fPolkes: “The
Haganah archives refuses to let me see hisfile.” _

On October 3, | went there and asked custodian Chaim
Zamir to see thefile: “There is nofile. ” ‘But Yoav Gelber sa
that you would not let him see the file.” “There is no file
because it would be too embarrassing, ” _

~ Presumably, embarrassment would concem l% Polkes posi-

tion in the Haganah hierarchy, 2) his superior, 3) documents
bk/ him and others, 4) about him or 5) motivating his negoti-
ations.

The DNB referred to was the Deutsche Nachrichtenburo,
the German News Bureau, simultaneously the Nazi spy appa-
ratus in Palestine. The Wilhelm Gustlojf discussed was the
leadler ofthe Swiss Nazi Party, assassinated in February 1936
by David Frankfurter, aJewish student— LB
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Secret Commando Affair Report: Berlin, 17 June 1937

Stamp: Chief Secret Police Personnel _

Subject: Polices, Feivel, Tel Aviv. Born 11 September 1900 in Sokal, Poland
Previous Reference: None

The above-mentioned Jew, Feivel Polkes, who is active as a central figure in
the Jewish intelligence service, Haganah, was known here while visiting
Berlin between February 26 and March 2, 1937, as referred by DNB corre-
spondent Dr. Reichart. o o

In connection with the contact made with him at that time, it was found
that Polkes is well acquainted with all important matters occurring in the
Jewish world. A plan, in coordination with Gestapo ?II/B 94% was formulat-
ed to enlist Polkes as a steady source of information for the Security Service.

POLKES’ BIOGRAPHY _ _ _
Polkes was bom 11/9/1900 in Sokal, Poland ﬁccordlng to his passport, in
Tel Aviv or Kloster-Newburg). After finishing his studies in the 8th class of
the Jewish Gymnasium in Lemberg, on 26/4/1920, he passed the matricula-
tion examinations on 15/7/20, _ _

He seems to have migrated afterwards to Palestine because, in 1921, he
passed t?_e entrance examinations for the Palestinian Zionist self-defense
organization. o _ _

According to documents in his possession, he worked from 1923 until
23/5/1928 as an accountant in the office of the Sinai Military Railway. He
was transferred from there to the “Palestine RailwaysSwhen it'took over the
bureau he worked in, o _

Now he’ active in the Jewish intelligence service “Haganah.”

“Acccording to his statements, he was in charge of the Palestinian Jews’
entire self-defense apparatus during the last Arab Uprising.

POLKES'JEWISH-POLITICALATTITUDE

In political oudook, Polkes is a national-Zionist. He is against all Jews who
are opposed to the erection of a Jewish state in Palestine. As a Ha%anah man,
he fights against Communism and all strivings towards Arab-British friend-

ship.
POLKES INTELLIGENCE JOURNEY IN FEBRUARY/MARCH 1937
In February 1937 he went as a Haganah courier on a trip to Europe and

Ame"ri%la. He got as far as Paris, never reaching America, being urgently
recalled.
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This tnR gathered information and at the same time, created monetary
means for the Jewish Intelligence Service. An examination of his suitcases
showed, he was in possession of many addresses of people in Berlin, Vienna
Paris and New York. For example, the Berlin address was: Gerda Wolpert, Tel
Aviv, Schiote Israel, Flouse in Berlin: Molkenmarkt 12/13, _
~For Paris; he possessed, among other things, the address for publisher
Fritz Wolffofthe ‘Pariser Tageszeitung,” to whom he had an introduction in
German, by Karl Loewy (?), presently at Tel Aviv, Ben Ami Street 11,

POLKES' VISIT IN BERLIN _
Upon recommendation of the Palestinian DNB-correspondent Dr. Reichert,
:0 whom he sends important news about events in Palesting, he received per-
mission to come to Germany, so that he could be in Berlin from 26/2 until
213/37. The costs for the trip and for his Berlin expenses were carried by the
Sec_unty Service since Polkes had originally intended to travel from Zurich to

aris,

~ At this time our Security Service made contact with him. In the begin-
ning, he didnt know that he was dealing with a Security Service a?ent. |t was
learned that, because of his importance within the Haganah, Polkes knows
about all significant matters ‘in the Jewish world. "His goal, and the
Haganahs, is to create as soon as possible, a Jewish majority in Palestine.
Therefore he worked with or against the “Intelligence Service,” the “Surete
Gen'vrale,” Enqland and Italy. _ _

He stated that he is ready to serve Germany and suppIK information as
Iong as this does not_oPpose his political goal. Among other thmgs, he i
ready to stand by the interests of German foreign policy in the Middle East.
He will tr¥ to find the German Reich the oil sources without qffectln% British
spheres of influence, all on the condition that Germany will assist Jewish
immigration to Palestine, and on condition that Germany also ease the mon-
etary regulations for these Jewish emigrants.

In connection with other queries, he let it be know that he knew the men
and the background of the Gustloff murder. He denied however that the
World League was the driving force behind it

On 2/3/37 he traveled, via Achen, to Paris, and was then urgently called
away to Palestine, without making his trip to America.

PROPOSAL
From the above mentioned explanations, it seems that Polkes is ready to pro-
vide us with important information for a reasonable reward. His Standing
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promises that important information and material will reach us regarding
world Jewrys i)lans. _ o _ o

The Gustloff murder, the failed assassination attempt against Heinlein,
the leader of the Sudeten German Party, and especially the many murder
threats and attendant Blans of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, Paris, against
Eh% _Fléh_rter, make it absolutely urgent to find contacts to discover the men

ehind it.

_ Therefore it is proposed to authorize a connection to Polkes in order to
gain him as a steady informant, _

~ For the work of contacting him, we especially suggest SS Group Leader
Eichmann of Department [1/112, who was in charge of the previous discus-
sion with Polkes in Berlin, and was invited by the latter to visit the Jewish
colonies in Palesting as his guest. _ _

Because, according to information from Palesting, Polkes is thought to
be vitally needed in the turmoil there, it will be impossible to contact him on
neutral grounds. Therefore the only way to enlist Polkes will be by direct con-
tact with him on a trip to Palestine. _

For this trip it is possible to get two free tickets from the leader of the
Jewish State Zionists and Director of the “Ivria Bank,” Kareski. But this
might be unwise, & it might reveal that the people visiting Polkes are
Gestapo men, : o

Despite the savings in costs that could be achieved by this, it is advisable
that the Security Service itself cover the travel expenses. © _

If the tnB IS a%reed upon, SS-Hauptscharfiihrer Eichmann will be
accompanied oy another expert. The couriers will receive press credentials,
and the most advisable cards will be those of the “Frankfurter Zeitung” or the
“Berliner Taghlatt.” _ o

For their ge_rsonal safety, hefore the trl{), the DNB representative in
Palesting, Dr. Reichert, would be notified of their trip via the director of the
foreign service of the German News Bureau, Dr. von Ritgen. At the same
time, all people in Germany who are suspected of being Haganah men will
be put under arrest. _

By contacting Polkes, the following matters should become clear.

1) Information about the men behind the Gustloff murder,
~2) Information about the work plans and the most important activists of
international Jewry. o
a) The American boycott organizations.

b) The World League to Fight anti-Semitism
¢) Alliance Israelite Universelle, Paris
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~J) Information about assassination attempts against the Fiihrer (accord-
ing to unconfirmed reports, there are supposed to be important schemes
reported by Gestapo men in Paris. These plans were laid by the Alliance
Israelite Universelle, Paris). _ _
- 4) The Jewish colonization work in Palestine should be thoroughly stud-
ied. Recognition of this work therefore appears especially important because,
after the proclamation of a Jewish state or a Jewish re_?lme in Palestine, a new
R/(l)]lt|cal opponent of Germany will rise which will be able to influence
idale Eastern pohcg. Furthermore, the establishment of a Jewish state
might worsen the Pro lem of the Jewish minority residing in Germany.
_The study of the interesting question could take place in close contact

with the DN re[)resentatlve in Palestine, Dr. Reichert.

In return, Polkes can be given the following assurances. _

1) Pressure can be put on the Reich Representation of the Jews in
Germany in such a way that those Jews eml%ratlng from Germany will ﬂo
exclusively to Palestine and nowhere else. Such a measure lies entirely in the
German interest and is already prepared thru measures of the Gestapo. At the
same time, Polkes’ plans to Create a Jewish majority in Palestine would be
aided through this measure. N _

23 Those Jews arrested under suspicion of working for the Haganah
would be freed. _ o

3) Additionally, money could be made available to Polkes for his services.

After talkqu with Assessor Wilmanns of the Reich Economic Ministry,
who is an expert on Palestine Transfer affairs, 1,000 Reichmarks for 3/4th 0f
a year would be available thru the Transfer service, so that the Gestapo
Security Service would not have any further costs.

Staff leader with a request for Document C.
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Report on the Palestine-Egyptian
Journey ofSS-Hptscharf. Eichmann

and SS-0S5charf. Hagen
John Mendelsohn (Ed')
The Holocaust, V. D

On October2, 1937, the liner Romania arrived in Haifa with
two fournalists, ” aboard, Herbert Ha(fen and hisjunior col-
league, Eichmann. They met Feivel Polkes, who showed them
Harfafrom Mount Carmel and took them to visit a kibbutz.
But the SS men made a mistake in contacting their local agent.
Two days later the British CID expelled them to Egypt. Polkes
followed, a?idfiirther discussions were held in Cairo. In their
rei)ort on their expedition Hagen and Eichmann %:atve a care-
ful rendering ofPolkess words at these megtings— LB

. 68:
pHOW_THE TRIP WENT
The trip commissioned by the Group Leader, began on 26.9.37 at 8:50 AM
The trip led across Poland and Rumania. From Constanza, the journey on
the steamer “Rumania” continued on 28.9.37. The harbors of Stanbul,
Pireus, Beirut and Haifa were touched. We arrived in Haifa on 2.10 at 6 PM
and met on the same day and _foIIome days, & we agreed _ugon in Germany,
with the DNB representative in Jerusalem, Dr. Reichert, with whom the con-
tact was arranged with the informer Polkes. An immediate second discussion
\t/wth Polkes was not possible because he was involved with the unrest before
em.

. 69;
%_n the 10th and 11th, we had a conversation, as was agreed upon in Haifa,
with the informer Polkes, which took place without any difficulties....
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. 96-100:
pr%_at the world s Zionists protested very stronglﬁ against this, seems to be not
so important for the practical work, that, as Polkes told us, the Jewish nation-
alists n Palestine would not stand for a delay in the establishment of a Jewish
state. He emphasized that until now the English had not yet exhausted cred-
ibility. However, if on the part of the En?hsh, the tendency would become
noticeable to delay the decision because of the recent events, then the Jewish
defense or?amzatmns would fight oFen battles against the English! The
Zionist state must be establishec by all means and as soon as possible so that
It attracts a stream of Jewish emigrants to Palestine.

~ When the Jewish state is established according to the current proposals
laid down in the Peel paﬁer and in line with England’s partial promises, then
the borders may be pushed further outwards according to one’ wishes, and
eventually, the Negev should be added to the planned Arabic state, in order
to win those for the Jewish settlement. _

In spite of it, Polkes was convinced that the Jewish state could not be
realized next year and perhaps even in the following year. Beyond that, he
believed that, after the creation, at least three years were needed in order to
secure the state area. Only then one could start with the real work.

~His expressions abouit the Jews com_m(% from Germany were very inter-
esting. He claimed they were unreliable in the Jewish national sense, adverse
to work, and trying to emigrate again. In general, those with money went to
the U.S.A,, in order not to be used for any kind of upbuilding work.

For this reason, they would not be useful for information-carrying work.

Significant for the German emigrant Jews, is the fact that dne already
heard the mean expression among them, “better back to Germany and a cori-
centration camp then remain in Palestine.” Or “it is still better amo_n(i Us in
Germany, than'in Palestine.” Polkes said that, in national Jewish circles for
which he worked, he could not tolerate such a ﬁo_smonl and therefore those
Jews comlnq from Germany, after taking away their capital, should be put in
a communal settlement. _ _

In Jewish nationalist circles people were ve_rK pleased with the radical
German policy, since the strength of the Jewish population in Palestine
would be so far increased therehy that in the foreseeable future the Jews could
reckon upon numerical superiority over the Arabs in Palesting.

Considered economically, Palestine looks hopeless. Thus one told us that
the main means of payment was checks which nobody cashes, in spite of
being completely devalued, continued to be given as payments because com-

117



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

Plamts about the checks were mostly without stccess. Sure money would be
he German Temple Bank checks. The Temple bank would be the only one
who would give you money. o

This economic chaos in Palesting will not in the end go back to the fact
that the Jews betray each other because, out of a lack of Aryans they cant do
business with them, characteristic of the absolutely uselessness of the Jews for
the leading ofan orderIL/ economr in their own state, that in Jerusalem alone
there are 40 Jewish banks which live by betraying their own racial comrades.

|II-TALKWITH POLKES _ _
Since, in consideration of the political situation in Palesting, the conversation
with the informer Polkes, there, would have been difficulties, this took glage
thru arrangements of Dr. Reichert on the 10th and 11th of October 1937 in
Cairo, in the cafe “Gropi.” Since Polkes was already known because of his
visit to Berlin, one could immediately continue with the theme.

1) GUSTLOFFCASE _ _ _

IS remark, in connection with his statement in Berlin, that the Reich
authorities’ theory about the people behind the Gustloff murder was com-
pletely wrong, meant that Polkes would now be better informed. He was
asked"about 1t by us. In the course of the talk, he tries to talk himself out of
it, explaining about how the Alliance Israelite Universelle are a bunch of
harmless sheep. He was finally however more definite, and explained that the
neople behind it should be Sought in anarchist circles, persons he did ot
want to name. He declared however that it would all come about in the Paris
Cossack public houses in the Rug Magram, and named hereby also the place
of Stelle Adler in Niza, which is a center of joint work of'the Deuxieme
Bureau and Comintern spies. _ _

Polkes, who, thru us, via Dr. Reichert, received £15 Per month,
From!sed to thoroughly inform himself of the activities of the Alliance
sraelite Universelle, In Connection with the Gustloff murder case, and get us
some material. He promised to take care of this in 14 days. In the meantime,
unrest coming about in Palestine, this could not be achieved, as Polkes, a
leading Haganah functionary, has his hand in it. _ _

As a further pressure on him, we mentioned arrested Jewish names in
Hambur(TJ, discovered smuggling arms to Palestine. At the name Schalomi, he
was startled, and asked us “What are Xou asking from me to get him free?”
We demanded the complete explanation of the Gusdoff murder. This he
agreed to, however, under the circumstances that Polkes knew we had the
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mentioned Jew, Schalomi, “his man” (also therefore a Haganah member).
Polkes had in the meantime recogfnlz_ed, that thru his awkward beginning
behavior, the membership of Schalomi was admitted, and for the rest then,
confirming that Haganah agents worked in Germany.

2) CARRYING OUT THE EMIGRATION OF JEWS FROM
GERMANY

The Jew Polkes sug?ested further emigration of Jews from Germany thru a
raising of the goods transfer thru “Paltreu” (Palestine Economic Organization
of German Jews) and the “Nemico” gNear and Midale East Corporation)
aIIowmgiISO,OOO Jews with £1,000 per head to em[%:ate. The goods would go
to Palestine, Irag, Turke¥ and Persia. Since Jews with £1,000 were considered
so-called capitalists, could in this case, emigrate to Palestine without the spe-
cial approval of the English Mandate authorities in charge.

POSITION

We must reject this plan for two reasons: . _
@) Itisnot in our interest to send Jewish capital abroad, but in the first

ling to get the Jewish Jpoor to emigrate on their own. Since the mentioned

emigration of 50,000 Jews from the Reich per year would strengthen Jewry

|bn Palestlr{e,d leadiing to a Jewish state, this plan cannot be discussed. It should
e prevented. _ _

b) Raising of the goods transfer to the Near and Middle Orient would
mean that these countries would be lost as foreign-exchange producing
countries.” Further, the Ha avara system (Jewish Economic Or%amzatlon for
the Transfer of German-Jewish Emigre Capital), which had Deen enlarged
and extended by the Reich M|n|_str¥, would be strengthened. _

Inspite of it, we left Polkes in the beliefthat his_proposal would interest
gs, in order to not interfere in the complete explanation of the Gustloff mur-

er...

. 102

E) POLITICAL INFORMATION FROM POLKES _
Polkes told us that, in a short time, the Soviet Union would publish false
documents about Germany and ltaly making an a%reement Wwhereby
Germany would let Italy have a free hand in Spain. For that however, Italy
would give Germany a free hand in Poland.

Since the information which Polkes mentioned here would come out of
the first source, and would be published in a short time, through the DNB
in Cairo to the DNB Berlin, a request was sent to turn them over to the main
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Security office, to SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Bohme for his observation.
Sturmbannfuhrer Bohme gave them 1.2, o _

b) The Pan-Islamic World Congress convening in Berlin, according to
Polkes, is in direct contact with two pro-Soviet Arahb leaders, Emir Shekib
Arslan and Emir Adil Arslan, _ . o

c) The |Ile?_al Communist broadcasting station whose transmission to
Germany is particularly strong, is, accordlnﬁ to Polkes’ statement, assembled
on a truck that drives along the German- uxembourg border when trans-
mission is on the air.
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Hayim Greenberg

“The Myth ofJewish

Parasitism”
Jewish Frontier

IMarch 1942

Labor Zionist Greenberg details the development of Zionist
internalized anti-Semitism since Weizmanns statement to
Balfour. First of Labors propaganda ploys, in the 30s and
decades afier, were bucolic pictures, comic In high-tech Isragl
today, to Zionists and anti-Zionists alike, ofhealthKKmbutzmk
Jews squeezing milkfrom healthy Jewish cows, on health-giving
Jewish soil. These movement-ownedfarms were painted to be
the antidote to the anti-SemitidZionist diagnosis of diaspora
Jewry as economically degenerate— LB

In the anti-Semitic propaganda which has been flooding every country since
1933 aver?/ prominent place is given to the old charge that Jeiws are parasites
in the world's economic structure. As the economic Fro_blems in each coun-
try become more accentuated and increase in complexity, the average man
has more difficulty in finding his bearings in this maze, and easny accepts the
truth ofthe char?e. It even influences people who have until lately been com-
paratively free of anti-Jewish bias. _
~Jews also have been conmderab!}/ influenced by the notion that they con-
stitute an unproductive, or even a destructive force, in the worlds economy.
We speak of Jews as essentially a people of luftmenschen engaged in luft-
parnosses that is, individuals whose occupations are unsubstantial, who are
exploiters, specu_lators and traffickers in the labors of others.
_Slgns of this self-condemnation first appear in the literature of our
“enlightenment.” Jews who felt spiritually emancipated from the civilization
of the ghetto even before they were emancipated from its legal disabilities,
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developed a great admiration for European culture and were in no mean
degree affected by its anti-Jewish prejudices. Certainly they shared the
European’s disdain for the Jew as a trader. During the Past hundred years or
so wealthy Jews have always been ready to help in the proletarization of
Jewry. But their motives were different from those of the Zionists or the
nationalists. The latter see in Jewish economic restratification a means to
insure a more rounded national existence, or a better possibility for survwmgf
crises, while the former view the transition of many Jews from urban to rura
life or from trade to manual labor, mainly as a way of wiping out a blot on
the Jewish name. o _

The views of many Jewish socialists in regard to the economic role of the
Jews, have usually been_n_n([md by a certain anti-Semitic bias. This is espe-
cially true of Jewish socialists who are not interested in Jewish survival. Not
that every Jewish Marxist has actually read Marx’ essay on the Jewish ques-
tion where Judaism is made synonymous with capitalist exploitation, greed
and usury. But some of the spirit of that shocking accusation is to be found
in the attitude of the average Jewish Socialist. o

Non-Jewish socialists, and not necessarily Marxian socialists, have tend-
ed to look down on the Jew in the world’ economy. The Russian Narodnaya
Volya of the late 19th century which glorified the peasant and which was
characterized by more humanism than any socialist or reformist movement
of modern times, could be expected to be immune from anti-Semitism.
Nevertheless, the Narodovoltzi once issued a proclamation to the peasants
calling on them “to hurn the mansion of the nobility, to rob the estates, and
to heat up the Jews.” This was not, as some helieve, a mere demagogic device
to rouse the peasants to revolt bK appealing to_their prejudices. The authors
of this proclamation would not have issued it if they did not, at least v_a?_ue-
ly, entertain the idea that the Jew was essentially a *bloodsucker.” Socialists
and other reformers who stressed the agrarian problem and who saw in the
Peasant, the chief potential carrier of their ideal, generally tended to see in
he Jew the extreme expression of urban life and of the iniquitous exploita-
t|on_th%3{ associate with the ugy man. This also explains Tolstoy’ rather
unfriendly attitude towards the Jews, an attitude most eIo%uentIy expressed
by his repeated failure to speak up on behalf of _the_?ersecu ed Jews. Tolstoy
had the peasants primitive notions of economic life, the peasants narrow
horizon in determining economic values and the peasants suspicion of urban
sophistication as mere crookedness. _

The literary influence of Tolstoy, and the influence of some schools of
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Socialist propaganda are largely responsible for the tendency for self-depreci-
ation and self-condemnation so common to many Jewish socialists and
Jewish intellectuals. _ - _

Nor is Zionism free from its share of responsihility. There was a time
when it used to be the fashion for Zionist speakers (inc udm% the writer) to
declare from the glatf_orm that “t0 be a good Zionist one must first be some-
what of an anti-Semite.” One can sense this attitude in some of Pinsker$
ertlngi,s:_there Is a great deal of it in Syrkin and in Borochow, the two main
theoreticians of the Labor Zionist movement; A. D. Gordon, the author of
the idea of the Religion of Labor 1D_at Ha-Avoda) wrote, in a spirit of
extreme contrition, about the national sins of the Jews which must be atoned
for by manual labor; I. H. Brenner, the nearest to Dostog_evsky in Hebrew |jt-
eratuire, indulged in a masochistic self-flagellation. To this day Labor Zionist
circles are under the influence of the idea that the Return to Zion involves a
process of purification from our economic uncleanliness. Whosoever does
not engage in so-called “productive” manual labor, is believed to be a sinner
against Israel and against mankind. .

“When addressing the non-Jewish world we become exceedingly apolo-
getic and talk of extenuating circumstances to explain our supposedly
Incriminating economic position. We quote the Bible to prove that & a
nation we were born honest toilers of the soil, and that it was the Canaanite,
the Phoenician, who used to be the trader of antiquity. We do not dlslpute
the_hasic fact contained in the accusation against us. We admit, expressly or
by implication, that we constitute a useless and unlovely element in the eco-
nomic set-up of every country. We merely blame it on Our tragic history, on
the persecutions and on the disabilities we have suffered. ,

~ Our apology is based on ample evidence. There is no doubt that no reli-
gious Ilteratur_e_{wlth the possible exception of the ancient Chinese) contains
so much glorification of manual labor as do the Bible and the Talmud. Nor
can there be any doubt that our history made us a people of traders in a much
larger measure than we would have become under normal circumstances. In
contrast to the Greeks who looked down upon manual labor as an occupa-
tion for slaves, the Talmud takes the view that manual labor is ennobling.
Even Plato and Aristotle adopted the dominant Greek attitude, but the
Talmud says that if labor was good enough for God when he created the
world, it ought to be good enough for anybody. The number of passages one
could cite from the Talmud which express the same view is legion, and we
have a right to be proud of that attitude. But that does not mean that a man
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who works hard for his Ilvm? as an honest storekeeper has reason to be
ashamed of his occupation or fo feel constantly apologetic. In medieval feu-
dal Europe, manual labor and particularly agriculture were so intimately
bound up with the Church that for a Jew In many countries to take to the
plough was tantamount to baptism. There are many other reasons for the
change in Jewish occupations during the Middle Ages. The recitation of these
reasons fills our apologetic literature. _

~ The present economic structure of the Jews may not be ideal, but there
is nothing shameful or unethical about it. In the first place, we have more
manual workers than it is commonly believed and their numbers have
increased in the past few decades. In the second place there is nothing evil or
parasitic about useful work which is not manual.

Useful or productive labor does not only mean manual labor or labor
engaged in producing things which can be seen and touched and which have
physical dimensions. Any work which satisfied human needs or is socially
useful is Froductlv_e work, _ _

Of all great thinkers of modern times Tolstoy probably went furthest in
stressing the virtue of simple manual labor. At one time he was under the
influence of a homely moralist by the name of Bondarev, who preached the
doctrine that only work which hélps produce bread is morally good. A peas-
ant who ploughs and seeds com is a good man, but a farmer who plants
oranges o bananas is a darmoyed who eats the bread of idleness, since he
wastes his time on producing unnecessary and evil luxuries. At about the
same time, Tolstoy was under the spell of another homegrown philosopher,
a Swede, who taught that every man must produce the grain for his own
food. This Swede Teprimanded” Tolstoy for drinking tea. Drmkln% tea, he
said, encourages the Chinese peasant to plant the ungodly weed and neglect
the cultivation of life-giving rice, thus bringing about famines in China. One
day when Tolstoy offered his Swedish friend a glass of milk, he refused, say-
ing, “My mother has been dead a long time, and the cow you have milked'is
someone else's mother.” Tolstoy was tremendously impressed by the argu-
ment. Most of us think it ludicrous. But it serves to illustrate the absurd state
which may he reached by the consistent application of the idea that only
Wozckllmmedlately resulting in concrete goods is socially and economically
useful,

‘Modern Socialism is free from such extravaganzas, since its object is not
to limit human needs, but to e>§3and them. The doctrine that man mafy enjoy
only that which he himself produces is alien to a system which looks forward

124



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

:0 an abundance requiring an increasing complexity and differentiation of
labor. But for many %ears Socialist theory has stubbornly clung to a do?ma
that stresses the worth of the producers and the relative worthlessness of the
intermediary between the producer and the consumer. A “logical” deduction
bom such aviewwould declare the milk wagon driver a parasite, and the cow
the only producer in the milk industry. S

‘Bernard Shaw was justified in ridiculing this primitive notion. His illus-
trations are the country boy who shoos away the hirds from the seeded field
and who performs by his Unsubstantial noises the same function as the vil-
|age carpenter who builds a gate to keep the cows away from the same field
or the housemaid who has nothing of physical substance to show for her hard
|abor except the odd broken dish. _ _

No one is a parasite who engages in work which makes life more agree-
able, more comfortable, and more abundant for his fellow men. In our mod-
e society, the distribution of goods is indispensable to their enjoyment by
the largest possible number. Anyone engaged in distribution—the”exporter,
the importer, the sailor, the wholesaler, the retailer—is doing useful work. We
may hold the view that nationalized commerce is more socially beneficial that
private commerce. Yet in principle, there is no moral difference hetween a
merchant operating his own store and an employee of a workers’ cooperative
or of a Soviet state store. Both earn their livelihood, provided they do their
work honesdy and conscientiously, and provided they do not resort to cun-
ning to extraCt remuneration which is not commensurate with their service.

Each one of us owes it to sometr to do some useful work in order to pay
for the things he enjoys as the result of the work of others. But among our
creditors, 0 to Speak; are not only the farmer, the tailor and the mason.
There are hundreds of people who groduce nothing that is tangible, but
without whose labor our life would be much harder or would at least lack
many of the amenities and the pleasures which we prize. There is the milk-
man, the grocer, the bus driver, the waiter in the restaurant, the actor, the
writer, the radio announcer—even the exterminator of vermin.

Take any typically Jewish occupation which has long been the butt of our
moralists and satirists. | for one do not approve of the institution of shad-
choness, that is, professional matchmaking. But, after all, this is a matter of
taste, and no one forces me to pay for the services of a shadchan if I do not
employ him. There are others who do, and what right have | to _|mRose my
attitude upon other people? Or take the Jewish clerics—the rabbi, the chaz-
an, the mohel, the shamash, types whom our “enlightened” literature has pre-

125



51 Documents: Zwiist Collaboration with the Nazis

sented in a most uncomplimentary way —again it is a matter of the point of
view. Millions of Jews require the services of these functionaries and are will-
mg to pay for them. Compared to the numerous clerics, monks and nuns of
other denominations the Jewish religion has been neither overstaffed nor
overpaid. In Poland, before the war, we had several hundred “iniklech,” that
Is, grandsons of famous hasidic rabhis, and we have some of them in this
country. These people who trade on their pedigrees constitute to my knowl-
edge the only specitic class of unproductive Jews. But then, they are no more
s0 than Siamese twins, or the Dionne quintuplets.

The point | am trying to make is that we have no reason to feel morally
apologetic about our economic position. | do not mean to say that all Jews are
saints. Nor do | deny the need for a thorough restratification of our econom-
ic life. But this restratification ought not to be motivated by a sense of collec-
tive quilt. We have to reconstruct our economic life because the present one is
fraught with dangers to our well-being, and because a fuller national life
requires a more halanced economic set-Up. We are not econommallz wicked.
\We have not eaten unearned bread all these centuries. And under the condi-
tions of modern society, we have been fulfilling a useful economic function.

| have no reason to be Proud of the Jewish saloon keeﬁer in this country,
or of his antecedent in Eastern Europe. But | know they have their counter-

arts_among_non-Jews. There is nothing edn‘ymgi about the Jews in the

krainian villages under the feudal srstem who held the keys to the village
churches and opened the churches only when the peasants [pald the rent. But
the keys were placed in the Jews’ hands by the greedy and lazy Polish nobili-
ty. We are, on the whole, neither better nior worse than others.

The question may well be asked, what of our Labor Zionist |de0I_0?K?
What of our propaganda about ruralization, the dignity of labor, halutziuth?
These principles are still sound. A reshap[nﬁ of Jewish economic life is a his-
toric necessity, and it cannot be accomplished without the popular enthusi-
asm that Zionism generally and Labor Zionism particularly have aroused for
these aims. There s nothing wicked in being a middleman, but it is not
sound for a whole people to consist of middlemen. We are building a new
nation in Palestine, and we cannot succeed unless we make its economic life
varied and many-sided and thereby relatively complete. It requires no effort
and no propaganda on our part to create a Jewish merchant class in Palestine.
But the emergence of a Jewish _a(t;ncultural class cannot be a spontaneous
process. At this juncture in our history, the creation of a class of Jewish farm-
ers in Palestine 15 of paramount importance and justifies the expenditure of
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moral and mental energies that have gone into the effort. Sometimes the
enthusiasm of the Palestinian pioneers appears to us at a distance as being too
naive and narrow. But taken in its historic perspective this exaggerated glori-
fication of manual labor and its achievements Is necessary. .
| am not oblivious of the desirability for a restratification of Jewish eco-
nomic life outside of Palestine, say in the United States of America. | know
that our top-heavy economY_ containg some dangerous possibilities. But mere
Breachmg will not acco_mi)_ ish the desired change. | am not an economist,
ut | question the feasibility of effecting a complete chan%e in Jewish eco-
nomic life at the present state of capitalist development in this country. How
can we produce large numbers of farmers, coal miners and metal workers? If
Bresent conditions make such a feat impossible, there is nothing to be gained
y continuous moralizing. Ifit is possible, it ought to be done. But let us stop
apologizing for ourselves.

#The Narodnayha Volya, that is Peoples Freedom or Peoples Will, was the

ore-runner of the Soclal-Revolutionary Party which played a leading role in
the revolutionary movement until October 1917
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Part HII

Zionist Revisionism, Fascism and
Nazism Before the Holocanst



Leopold von
MILDENSTEIN
“A Nazi Voyages to

Palestine”

iff (Th K
Berfin, September 21, 1054

A Zionist convinced the Baron, to write apro-Zionistpiecefor
the Nazi press. He visited Palestine as the six months quest of
the WZO and wrote a 12-part seriesfor Der Angriff, the
Nazis chiefparly organ. To commemorate his expedition,
Propaganda Minister Goebbels had a medalstruck: on one side
the Swastika, on the other the Zionist star.,

Thefirst article testified to the singular truth ofthe 30s:
Everyone, Nazis, Fascists, leftists, other Zionists, saw Zionist-
ReviSionism asfascist— LB

On the liner “Moses,” a special steamer for Jewish emigrants to Palesting, the
Promised Land, a Nazi travels alone, and there observes villages, cities, facto-
ries and childrens’ homes. On his journalistic trip to Jaffa, he gets acquaint-
ed with the Jewish immigrants, the difficulties in their travels and the hopes
which they have for their new home. On this voyage to Jaffa, most are admit-
ted into the country and keep their passports.

THE PASSPORT CHECK! .
A motorhoat comes swiftly towards us, the feared passport commissioners.
The captain, the st officer, the commmsary, the doctor, all are ready for the
reception. One must be on good terms with the passport commission. First
one drinks a glass together, for strength, so that everything may go OK. Ifthe
commission denies an immigrant entry, the shipping company must take
him back to Trieste. If he still has money, then the¥ can try to get him to pa}é
for the return trip. But if he has nothing, then they must bring him bac

without payment. That they wish to avoid.
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The commission is led by an Englishman, but the real passport msi)ec-
tors are Palestinian Jews. The great choice hegins. Naturally it goes by class-
e, He who has paid the most, ?_ets in first. Those who have their Pass_por_ts
stamped enter the boats with a light heart. To be sure, they are not quiet in
the golden freedom. They must first go to the quarantine station, to customs,
and then, after three days, return to the quaranting physician. But that is
taken very easily, if everything works out fine.

FLYING HERRINGS ) )
\We others, who want to go on to Haifa, have time for a rest. In the mean-
time, the 2nd officer got rid of his freight. That is not so simple. When some
herrings are hanging over the boat, one of the containers falls from the
winchSwire net into the boat. The cover comes offand the herrings lear to
fly. The fast hands of the Arabs catch them quickly and, since they dont want
to voluntarily return to the tub, one of the brown men jumps on the con-
tainer and, under the forceful kicking of his barefeet, the herrings give in.
The coverisclosed. _
When the steward, with his big cowbell, or]?s for lunch, the ship starts
moving again with a northward course for Haifa, again fglld_mg annP the
coast. The light brown sand of the steep dunes conceals the fertile coastal land
which lies behind. Only occasionally we see a few palm trees. Then comes the
wild surf surg|ng1 onto the steep rocks of the ruins of Atlet. Behind them is
Mount Carmel. 1t is after 4 PMand we are approaching the Haifa mole.

AT THE GATEWAY TO INDIA . .

There is an entirely different picture than the one in the mormn%. Mount
Carmel falls steeply almost into the harbor. Oaks and pines cover the sloops.
At the end, lies a cloister with a light tower, the true sign of Haifa.

To the left of the harbor mole lies the industry of Haifa. A large light-
house shines over here. Cement works stretch their constantly bellowing gray
smokestacks to the blue sky. _ _ _

The most notable houses of the city have already climbed along the rldﬁe
of the mountain. The air must be wonderful. Here below, in spite of the
water, it is unbearably hot, The insect swarms seemed to have only been wait-
ing for us. They come in quantities towards us. Their sting carries the
Papadadschia, a nasty fever. Their buzzing, much higher in tone then the
ordinary mosquito, sounds around us.

Haifa is the only harbor protected by nature on the east coast of the
Mediterranean. A strong stone mole goes around the harbor. Mighty cranes
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stand at the pier. One calls Palestine England’ portal to India, Then Haifa is
the key to this portal. Here is the onl%protected harbor on the East Coast,
Here will be the greatest_alrﬁort of the East. Crossroad of the lines from Cape
Town and India. Here is the end of the massive pipeline to the Mosul oil
fields in Irag. Here is the terminal of the “all-British railroad,” which would
connect Haifa with Baghdad and Basra, thus (tjylng to_(lqethe_r the
Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf. And if one should not build this rail-
road, because today a highway would be more advantaqeous, s0 one would
have a beginning Of this road, which never leaves English protection, and
toda¥ already basically exists,. _ o

he “Martha Washington” is tied to the pier, and the commission comes
on hoard again. | stay on board overnight. My car, which properly has spent
the entire trip on board, must be registered. The civil servants arent there.
So, tomorrow, tomorrow!

AJEWISH FASCIST o

That is the oriental ointment for all impatient people. When the Arab wants
to say something polite to somebody, he says “bukra, insha’ allah!”
Tomorrow, God willing. If nothing happens tomorrow, God apparently did-
ntwant it. | wait. Besides me, there is also an immigrant Jewish family, that
has sta?éed on board, with the other passengers. Their papers not guite in
order. Perhaps tomorrow. In the meantime, passengers for the return trip
have come on hoard. We sit, lonely, in the dmmg room.

My opposite, a }Ao%g Palestinian, wears a badge on his lapel. A small
seven-armed Menorah. We get into a conversation. He isa Trumpeldor-man.
They are followers of a Russian Jewish leader, Trumpeldor, who fell in battle
here in Palesting, shortly after the war, in the f|([1ht against the Arabs. He had
been a leader of the Jewish I__egfon. His supporters now represent the Fascist
group among the Jews. Radical nationalists, they are aaverse to any kind of
compromise on _questions of Jewish nationalism. Their political part%_ls the
“Revisionists.” Their leader, Jabotinsky, is the “enfant terrible” of the Zionist
Congresses. He cannot forgive the English who, contrary to their promises at
the end of the war, disarmed the Jewish Legion in Palestine, instead of hav-
ing it protect the country. Thus, he is fighting with the English as well as the
Arabs. His fighting troopers are uniformed. Khaki pants and chocolate-col-
ored shirts. In ad |t|on,_theY wear shoulder handoliers. Stars on their shoul-
ders are the signs of their allegiance. On this basis the Jewish self-protection
in the country is recruited. And the Jews sometimes need this because the
interests of the English are not always the interests of the Jews.
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SMUGGLING PEOPLE ) )
| step onto the promenade deck. The steamer is almost emp?. Most officers
and men are on leave. The steamer, to be sure, only departs tomorrow after-
noon. At the gangplank stand Arabic soldiers. The pier is constantly careful-
Ig/guarde_d. Even when a steamer arrived, no one could go in the vicinity.
ven calling from on hoard to the é)]er and the other way was strictly pro-
hibited. He'who is on board is in a different world. 1fsome wise guy dares to
yell to his acquaintances or family on board, then immediately Arab soldiers
rush towards him and swmg their batons with threats, _

When | again crossed the strictly watched gangplank, then I noticed an
Arabic soldier, who winked his eye. As I, full of expectation and astonish-
ment, look at him, he walks ahead of me. Then he turns the next comer of
the deck. When | get there, he winks at me, secretively. Finally | become curi-
ous and follow him. A second Arab has {omed us. He ﬂoes around a few cor-
ners down a dark stairway. They want to meet with me in the darkness
between decks. What is gom_(ﬂ on? One of them can only speak Arabic. The
other speaks bad English. With much eyewinking and géstures, | am asked if
I'm allowed off board.

‘WhY do you want to know that?” _

“Well, pernaps there is till a ﬁOSSIbIlIty to get into the country.” Boats,
good friends on shore, darkness. T

understood. o _ _ _

Therefore | can imagine smuggling people is a good business. If such a

Poor devil of an immigrant being sent back by the commission faces only the
rip back, he must be miserable. The compank/ takes his last mone){ for the
reurn trip. Must he not be oi)en to temptation? Over there, only a few
meters away, lies the, lorom|sed and. There nobody will look for him. With
the money left, he wi I_q(et a_Ion%. He agrees to the offer and pays. He under-
stands clearlx that he risks his life. If the boat is seen, it will be shot at by the
harbor watch, But otherwise, he is then free. Who will look for a vanished
Jew? | make it clear to my “helpers” that, unfortunately, I could not accept
the offer. Fear that | might betray them, suspicion, anger, now show in their
eyes. | quiet their fears and retreat slowly back into the light from the lamps.

WE ARE UNLOADED . .

The morning rises with the harbor astir. My car is now hauled bP/ a crane,
With much straining and little help, the Arab porters accomplished the
maneuver. Afterwards they want their baksheesh, their tip. And then its a
matter of finishing the formalities with the car. | have, so to speak, good luck
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in Palestine. But I dont know yet if one will ask for custom money. The ser-
vice centers lie here and there, 'in the old harbor, partly in the new. Between
them there is ten minutes of running and tripping through sand and stones,
dust and sand blowm% there and back. That makes me warm, but | have my
visa stamps together. The money demanded is small, hardly a pound sterling.

The Test of the gasoline is still there. The luggage must go through cus-
toms, then to the car. The harbor longshoremen are organized. A’ leader
watches out. But in s[nte of that, one is still taken aclvantage of. If it would
00 as the carriers want, then two people would rather carry one piece of lug-
dage, instead of the other way around. One group carries the luggage to the
customs. One of them pretends to be the overseer and asks for special bak-
sheesh, which he claims. Then he cashes it immediately. He must, of course,
?o away. suddenly. Soon one notices why. The Iugga?e is hardly at the cus-
oms, When they all want their money and disappear. In the meantime, other
ones have ?rabbed the controlled pieces, and | can just about prevent one of
the Arabs from putting them into a wagon which, naturally, he oEerates. In
spite of this, naturally, he wants the aﬂ:eed upon money, plus baksheesh. It
comes to a difference of opinion, and the father of the money soon becomes
the grandfather of cheapness. He who has never been in the orient cannot
appreciate the quarreling and vile manner of this dirty horde. | am glad that
|'have saved myself and my car, and can disappear thru the harbor gate.

Gas pumps! Gasoline pumps are almost nonexistent. Gasoling, mostl
Shell, is sold in 18 kilogram canisters and is directly put into the gas tank. It
IS much chea&er than in our country, but _certaml%mu,ch dirtier, In spite of
the canister. Auto traffic is much less 3|Pn|f|cant an in Europe. One very
often sees cars with German licenses, Palestine is completely motorized. The
main roads were built after the war by the English. So therefore one can use
any kind of car for city and overland traffic. One sees different kinds, but
mostly American.
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“Stavsky Appeal Allowed:
Unanimous Judgement
Quashes Conviction: Lack of

Corroborative Evidence”
alestinia Post

Jerusarem, July 22, 1934

On the nlqht ofdune 16, 1933, Haim Arlosorojf, Political
Secretary ofthe Jewish Agency and negotiator ofthe Ha Avara
pact, was murdered. The day before, a ey|3|on|stf)aﬁer ranan
attack on him, declaring that “The Jewish people has always
known how to deal with those who have sold the honor ofthelr
nation and its Torah, and it will know today also how to react
o this sham.efuldeed. " _ o

~ Thepolice had little difficulty catching the Revisionist assas-
sins. The defense resorted to desperate tactics. An Arab, jailedfor
murder, confessed to Killing Arlosorojf, while trying to rape his
wife, He recanted, confessed again and recanted, claiming the
defendants bribed him to make'his confession— LB

The Court of Criminal Appeal, giving gudgment on Friday (as reported in a
special edition of The Palestine Post on the Same day) in respect to the appeal
of Abraham Stavsky against his conviction for the murder of Dr. Haim
Arlosl(l)rotlf, set aside the judgement of the Court of Assize and discharged the
appellant,

¥ All three members of the Court, the Chief Justice, Justice Baker, and
Judqe De Freitas, concurred in allowing the appeal and for the same reason;
the lack of the corroborative evidence required in criminal cases by Palestine
law to support the evidence of a single witness. o
~ The Court rejected the hypothesis, accepted in the dissenting judgment
in the Court of Assize, that the crime had a sexual motive. It found that the
corroborative evidence led by the prosecution, that of the witness Weiser, the
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two trackers, and the scratch on accused’s hand was not evidence sufficient
to corroborate Mrs. Arlosoroffs evidence. The Court saw no reason for crit-
ICI_ZInﬁ the acceptance of her evidence by the Court of Assize. In England,
said the Chief Justice, the conviction would have had to stand.

The full text of the judgement follows:

TEXT OF CHIEF JUSTICE'S JUDGEMENT
This is an appeal from a conviction and sentence to death recorded by the
Court of Criminal Assize against Abraham Stavsky. o _

The accused was charged with two other men, Aba Achimeir and Zvi
Rose_rgtblgtt. The former was not called upon for his defense, the latter was
acquitted.
_ q The Aﬁpellant was proved to be a foreigner inasmuch as his passport,
issued by the Government of Poland, was put in evidence at the trial. The
present Court of Criminal Appeal has, therefore, been constituted in confor-
mfl%\évA!)th the last part of Section 3 of the Courts Ordinance 1924 (No. 21
0 .

The Judgement of the majority of the Court of Assize, from which there
was one dissentient runs as follows: _ _

“The Court by a majority finds that at Tel Aviv on the night of the 16-
17 June, 1923, with premeditated intent to kill, the accused Abraham
Stavsky did take part in the Rremedltated killing of Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff, by
following him, waiting for him, stopping him and directing the light of an
electric torch upon him, and bem? close by during the commission of the
offense: contrary to Article 170 ofthe Penal Code and Section 3 para%]raphs
(b) and (c) of the Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance (No. 2) 192

As regards the accused Zvi Rosenblatt, the Court does not find the other
material evidence required by Section 5 of the Law of Evidence amendment
Ordinance 1924 to corroborate his identification by Mrs, Arlosoroff. The
aﬁcuse% Rosenblatt is therefore acquitted of the offense of which he stands
charged.

?t Is much to be regretted that the Court of Assize in a case of this com-
plexity and length did not set out more detailed findings of fact than are
expressed, or implied, in this judgment, but, at the same time, | cannot agree
that as suggested by the Aﬁpellant_s advocate, the judgment is invalidated for
this reason, in view of the proviso to Section 48 (1) of the Trial Upon
Information Ordinance 1924, _

It is clear from the éug]?ment that the Court in respect of both Stavsky
and Rosenblatt believed Mrs. Arlosorofft evidence of identification, and
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while in the case ofthe latter they did not find other material evidence to cor-
roborate this identification, it is equally clear that in the case of the former
they did find such evidence. _

Mrs. Arlosoroffs evidence of identification has been impugned before us
on the ground that before the identification parade she had been shown a
photo%_raph of Stavsky. o

This photograph was shown to Mrs. Arlosorofif at a time when the only
Clue with regard to him in the hands of the Pollce was that a clerk in the
Immigration office had given information that a person of that name bore a
resemblance to the description of the wanted man circulated by the police
from the data supplied by Mrs, Arlosoroff.

The police did not Know if Stavsky was still in the country and he had
not, when Mrs. Arlosoroff was shown that photograph been arrested,
although along with other suspects he was being sought. _

It 15 clear from the kudgment of the Court of Criminal Appeal in R. v.
Haslam (1925) 19 CAR. at p. 60 and in R. v. Hinds (1932) 147 L.TR. at
p. 502 that, an arrest not having been effected, there was no irregularity com-
mitted in showing Mrs. Arlosoroff the photograph. _

The identification parade is further attacked on the ground that owing
to the ph¥3|ca_l distress, naturally enough suffered by Mrs. Arlosoroff, at a
parade held within a very short fime after the tra?edy, Mr. Stafford, a Police
Officer, supported Mrs. Arlosoroffwith his arm. Tam satisfied that it is clear
from the evidence that it was only when Mrs. Arlosoroffsaw the accused that
she was nearly overcome with” faintness and had to be supported, and
although it is Unfortunate it should have been a Pohce officer who gave her
support at this juncture, in the circumstances et out | cannot agree that it
vitiated the identification, S

The presentation of Stavsky in the identification parade unshaven, col-
larless and coatless, cannot, in my opinion, be objected to, seeing that in the
photograph previously shown to Mrs. Arlosorofffie was clean shaven and was
wearing a coat, a collar and a tie. _ _ _ _

| wish to say here, with all respect to the different view taken in the dis-
senting judgment in the Court of Assize that the theory that the attack upon
the deceased was prompted by improper motives vis-a-vis his wife is, in my
opinion, an hypothesis based Upon the most flimsy grounds imaginable.

To sum up, | can see no reason whatever for criticizing the conclusion of
the Court of Assize in accepting Mrs. Arlosoroffs evidence, and if this case
were being heard in England or in most British dependencies, that would be
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the end of the appeal, and the conviction would have to stand, but the legis-
lature of Palestine has seen fit by Section 5 of the Law of Evidence
Amendment Ordinance 1924 to provide that no judgment shall be given in a
criminal case on the evidence of a single witness unless such evidence s admit-
ted_b%/ the accused person, or is corroborated by some other material evidence,
which, in the opinion of the Court is sufficient to establish the truth of it.

The corroborative evidence led by the Prosecution consisted of the evi-
dence of Weiser, the evidence of the two trackers and the evidence as to the
scratch on the hand of the accused. It is at this point that is chiefly felt the
omission of the Court of Assize to state in their Audgment which facts they
found established by the evidence of Weiser or the trackers, Irgaig and Abu
Ruz, and relied upon as being material evidence which in theif opinion was
sufficient to establish the truth of the evidence of Mrs. Arlosoroff,

This being so, we have to give independent consiceration to each of
these items of evidence. _ _

The evidence of the trackers was in manY Ways unsatlsfactorﬁ. The
undoubted confusion of the tracks which they followed, with tracks showing
spur chains that were clearly those of a mounted constable, the accompani-
ment of certain tracks, as stated by the trackers, with the footprints of a dog,
in view of the fact that there is evidence that one Pohce officer was accom-
panied by his dog, are enough to make it difficult to acceBt this evidence,
espemallﬁ in view 0f the circuitous route followed by the debated tracks.

_ Further, even if the evidence s to tracks on the scene of the crime were
unlmgeachable, | am satisfied that the footprint P_arade on the beach was viti-
ated Dy the fact the trackers witnessed the identification parade in the station
yard at which Mrs. Arlosoroffpointed out Stavsky, that Irgalgthere Mmae sev-
eral of the people in the parade lift their feet for his inspection, that he and
Abu Ruz studied such footprints as could be found in the yard and that Abu
Ruz, though he says “it was not wrong for me to look at the tracks,” immedi-
ately afterwards admits “I should have been scolded ifan officer had seen me.”

Further, Mr. Faraday gave evidence that seeing a tracker, who he helieved
Was Irga|g, bending down to examine the tracks on this occasion in the yard,
he told him to go away, o

The imporfance of the scratch on the hand of the accused is minimized
by the length of time which elapsed before it was seen by a Medical Officer
and is so Closely linked up with the sugé;estlon of the prosecution that the
route indicated by the trackers involved a passage throu%h a barbed wire
fence that, in view of what | have said of the trackers evidence, | need not
stop to consider it further.
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We come, therefore, to the evidence of Weiser. _

The date of the crime was the 16th June. On that night Weiser made a
statement to Mr. Spector, the Investigating Officer at Tel Aviv Police Station.

He made a further statement to Mr. Shitreet, the Assistant Superinten-
dent of Police at Tel Aviv on July 3rd.
~lamat aloss to know the reason why those two statements, though f)ut
in evidence before the Magistrate, were not Fut in, by the defense or called
for by the Court of Assize, especially when | consider the almost innumer-
able Statements of other witnesses that were before the Court, but having
learned of their existence from Weiser's evidence before the Assize Court we
called for their Ejroductmn under the power conferred upon us by Section 68
(8) of the Trial Upon Information Ordinance 1924.

In the first statement Weiser onlg sPoke of the interloper, at the end of
the statement, in reply to a question by the police officer and he then said “
saw a man Fassmg by very near me about two minutes before the occurrence.
He was tall, I thinkhe wore a dark blouse, he was bare headed and wore a
tie.” In this statement he said “I could not see the face of the man who passed
by me,” and again, “After the shot | did not see any person run away In any
direction whatever.” _ _

His desch)tlon of the shooting comes early in the statement “Now |
remind myself that soon after the shot I saw the light like that of a small
lantern was lit.” _ _ _

In his second statement on July 3rd, Weiser says, “I saw at first the light
of a torch light that was lit and immediately put out, soon after that | heard
the shot.” Later in this statement he says that he saw a man running away up
the hill 40 metres offwith difficulty, and, of the interloper, he says “I could
not recognize him because | did not see his face. | am not certain whether |
would be able to recognize his body from the back.”

Before the Magistrate, Weiser Said that the interloper apparently wore a
collar and tie, that three or four minutes after he left he saw the light of a
torch and heard a shot. He also says he saw the figure of a person running up
the hill of the graveyard., _ _

Finally Weiser told the Court of Assize that at about 10.15 on the mPht
ofthe crime he was on the sand beside a girl who was asleep, in a spot below
the Moslem Cemetery, when a tall, bareheaded man, in a dark suit, collar and
tie, came along from the south and stared at him for a minute or two and
then went on towards the north, and that about four minutes later he saw the
flash of an electric torch and heard a shot and womans cry, and in a few min-
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utes, after he had overcome his girl companions reluctance to let him go, he
ran up to where the deceased lay wounded. _

Much weight was laid by the defence on the fact that the very few min-
utes deposed to by Weiser aS havmg passed between the interloper’ leaving
him and the shot, could not possibly be reconciled with Mrs. ArlosorofFs
detailed account of the victim and herself being followed and overtaken up
the beach as far as the Yarkon, where she and her hushand rested for a while,
the process being repeated till they returned to the scene of the crime.

1 do not attach much importance to this, as the estimate of the passage
of time with a man of this t)r/]pe_cannot be too r_|g|dlly insisted upon,
| wish, however, to emphasize that in the first statement of Weiser there
IS N0 suggestion whatever that the stranger stopped, still less that he looked
at Weiser, “| saw a man passing by very near me,” he says, and later “I could
not see the face of the man who passed by me.” So far from conveying an
implication that the interloper stayed for a perceptible time looking at him,
do not the words “pass hy,” which Weiser used twice, import an uninter-
rupted walk past him? _ _ _

But even if this interpretation of the first statement is not accepted, and
we beligve that the interloper stopped and looked at Weiser what are we to
think of Weisers inability to see the interlopers face, thougzh the latter looked
at him for a perceptible"time during which Weiser admits that he saw that
the interloper was wearing a tie. Again, though in his first statement he said
he thouah the man was wearing a dark blouse, he later deposed to his wear-
ing a collar, an article of attire which it must be noted was mentioned in the
descriptions of the accused circulated by the police on June 17th,

| need not stop to consider the discrepancies in Weisers statements
regarding the question whether the torch was flashed before o after the shot
was fired, or whether or not he saw a fugitive or fugitives escaping up the hill
near the cemeterg/. _ o

Mr. Staffords evidence of the identification parade on July 8th, more
than three weeks after the crime at which Weiser picked out Stavsky, runs as
follows: “Weiser said of Stavsky, This is the same build and height as the man
referred to in my statement.”” _ o

It is obvious that Stavsky is a tall man of bulky build, but in view of the
variations in the evidence of this witness, | cannot hold that an identification,
after a lapse of three weeks from one brief sight of a man at nighttime, and,
ifthe first statement is correct, durln% a_fleetlng glimpse as he walked by mere
similarity of height and build is material evidence sufficient to corroborate
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Mrs. Arlosoroff s evidence. _

This being so, it is unnecessary for me to deal with the other grounds of
appeal, but | wish to add this. ReFeated allegations and insinuations were
made by the Counsel for the Appellant regarding the conduct of the police
in the investigation of this crime; imputations of unfaimess and partisanship
were freeIY made, an illicit liaison between the police and the Jewish politi-
cal party to which the deceased belonged, with a hostile intent towards the
accused, who belonrqed to the opﬁ)osm party, was alleged.

~ The Acting Soficitor General, at the close of his address to the Court,
wished to deal with this matter, but | told him we do not wish to hear him,
M?/ reason was that | did not consider the conduct of the case by the police
called for any defence on his Part, although it must be admitted that errors
and omissions on the part of the police would occur and do occur in a case
of this magnitude. o _
‘We have heard a good deal in this case of an alleged confession by Abdul
Majid, which was afterwards withdrawn, and is said to have been re[)eated.
~“The Court of Trial had this witness before it and clearly did not believe
him as they did not find in his evidence corroboration of Mrs. Arlosoroff so
as to enable them to convict Rosenblatt,. _ _

The whole interposition of Abdul Majid in this case leaves in my mind
a grave suspicion of a conspiracy to defeaf the end of justice by the suborn-
ing of Abdul Majid to commit perjury in the interests of the defence.

As | have found that there is not material evidence to corroborate the evi-
dence of the single witness, Mrs. Arlosoroff, it follows that the judgment of
the Court of Assize, must be set aside, the conviction quashed, and the
Appellant discharged unless detained on any other charge.

—Michael F. . McDonnell
ChiefJustice

JUDGMENT OF MR.JUSTICE BAKER o
In a case of this magnitude it is unfortunate that more detailed findings of
fact were not recorded. Section 48 of the Trial Upon Information Ordinance,
however, provides that no conviction shall be invalid for failure to include in
such recorded a finding of a fact; if such fact shall appear to be sufficiently
established by the evidence given in the case. Accordingly, it is our duty to
see if the fac necessa_gl to support their judgment appears to be sufficiently
established by the evidence given in the Case. _

At the oltset | wish to State that | do not for a moment believe that the
murder was the result of an attempted sexual attack which counsel for the
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Appellant sugoests. _ _ _
The Prlnmpal evidence in the case against the appellant is that of the evi-
dence of the widow of the deceased who States she saw the appellant and sub-
sequently identified him as being the person who flashed alight on her hus-
band prior to his belnﬁ shat. N _
Counsel for Appellant has argued that Mrs, Arlosoroff s orlgmal and first
dAescrIPtmt)n of Appellant was such that it could not possibly tally with the
ppétiant. : : - :
| cannot agree with the contention and | am satisfied that the descrip-
tion she gave does in fact coincide with Appellants description so far as it 'is
necessary for the purpose of identification. =
SubSequently Mrs. Arlosoroff identification parade, and Counsel for
Appellant alleges that this was entirely irreqular on the following material
%rounds. First that photos, were shown to Mrs. Arlosoroff including that of
ppellant subsequent to orders of arest h_avllng been issued against
Appellant, arguing that I_e?al authorities have laid it down that such a proge-
dure is improper and vitiates the identification. | am satisfied after rewewmgi
the authorities, Partlcularly Rex V. Hinds L.T.R. 1932 that the Appellant no
having been actually arreSted at the time the photos were exhibited, such
exhibition was not improper. o
The second ground Is that the parade was not properly constituted in
that none of the persons on parade corresponded with Appellant: and that
the officer in charge of the parade was supporting the identifying witness at
all material times thereby rendering physical help to her in the identification
of the Appellant. | am satisfied from thie evidence in the case that the identi-
fication parade was properly constituted and properly carried out and that
the officer in charge due to Mrs. Arlosoroff s physical dlistress, supported her,
but in no way helped her in the identification of Appellant, o
There was evidence before the Trial Court that Mrs. Arlosoroff identified
the present ApPeIIant as the man who followed her and her deceased hus-
band and who tlashed the lamp on them |mmed|atel)( prior to the murder of
Dr. Arlosoroff: and | am satisfied that they were legally entitled to make this

inding.

Tgere is no rule in the laws of this countrythat a Court can act upon the

uncorrohorated evidence of a single witness other than Road Transport cases

provided the Court is satisfied With such evidence; otherwise this appeal

\t/\éould fail and it would not be necessary to consider the further evidence in
e Case.
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Atticle 5 ofthe Law of Evidence Amendment Ordinance 1924 prescribes
-hat the evidence of a single witness must be corroborated by some other
material evidence which in‘the opinion of the Court is sufficient to establish
me truth of it _ _ _

_The Trial Court did not unfortunatel¥ specify by what other material
evidence the testimony of Sima Arlosoroff was corroborated: but it would
appear that the matters relied on by the prosecution were: the evidence of the
trackers supported by the scratch found on Appellant’ hand; the evidence of
one Weiser; the evidence of Abdul Majid. _ _

With regard to the trackers, | am satisfied after reading the mass of evi-
dence thereon that the evidence is so conflicting as to be impossible to find
that they identified any of the tracks on the scene of the crime to be those of
appellant and not heing satisfied that appellant’s tracks were found on the
scene of the crime, the evidence of the scratch, whatever its merits may be,
must fall with the tracks, for it is only evidence in support of the tracker$
evidence and cannot be separated. _ _

“The reasons for disbelieving the trackers evidence has been set out in the
ChiefJustice’s judgment: and with these reasons | entirely agree.

With regard to the evidence of Weiser, this witness gave a statement on
the night of the murder in which he stated “a man passed very near to me
two minutes hefore the occurrence. He looked at me and Froceeded in the
direction of the Yarkon: after three minutes | heard the shot, | could not see
the face of the man; he wore a blouse, was bareheaded, wore a tie; he was a
younq fellow of about twenty and several years. After | heard the shot | saw
a light like that of a small lantern. | did not see any person run away in any
direction whatever.” Some 17 days after he gave a further statement, a state-
ment materially varqu with the first. In this statement he says “I saw at first
atorch light that was Iit and immediately put out: soon after that | heard the
shot. | asked the fellows to run after them because | saw the figure of a man
running up the hill with difficulty. The distance between me and the figure
was about forty metres. This f;ﬂgjre_ did not go straight, Sometimes he was
bent and made a movement with his hands as a man who intends to go up
inahurry. I could not recognize this man. I did not see his face and | am not
certain whether | would be able to reCO?nlze his body from the back.”

|t is noteworthy that in his first statement he saw no one running away.

There is no evidence that Mrs. Arlosoroff mentioned that two persons
had pa_rnmﬁated in the murder: yet 17 days after the occurrence he speaks of
following them although he alleges he saw only one person running up the
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hill: this person, he alleges, he saw on a dark night 40 metres away making
movements with his hand going up the side ofa hill some hundred metres
from the place where the trackers allege they saw tracks going up the hill

When this witness gave evidence hefore the Trial Court he stated that the
Person who passed him'stayed for a minute or two and then went on his way
0 tlﬁe \;arkon; that he was™L or 1 1/2 metres away from him: yet he did not
see his face,

Some 21 days after the occurrence (after Appellants description had
been broadcast in local paPers), he attended an identification parade and
there picked out the Appellant, a man whose face he says he never saw and
whom he had never at emfjted to describe before, other than estimating his
age, and that he wore a collar and tie, a blouse, and was bareheaded.

These facts, together with the inconsistency of his time with that of Mrs,
Arlosoroff, (with regard to the length of time Appellant could have been out
of sight of MIs. Arlosoroff), compel me to doubt whether the man whom he
states looked at him and whose face he did not see, he subsequently identi-
fied as Appellant. This witness would appear to be one of the many witness-
es of this country who must necessarily embellish a true story by such flights
of fancy as to render it ImPQSSIb|e to dglve any credence to it or at any rate to
determine which part of it is true and which false. N _

| cannot consider Weiser’ evidence as satisfactory or sufficiently reliable
to corroborate that of the principal witness in this case.

'With regards to the confession of Abdul Majid, I have alread}/ expressed
an opinion during the hearing of this appeal that the Assize Court could not
have attached any importance to it and must have disbelieved the confession,
otherwise they could not have found that there was no corroboration to the
identification”of Zvi Rosenblatt by Mrs. Arlosoroff.

With this finding I am in full accord, and consider that no Court could
place any reliance on evidence of this nature, whether preferred for the pros-
ecution or the defence. o _ _

| find that the other material evidence required by Section 5 of the Law
of Evidence Amendment Ordinance to corroborate” the identification by
Mrs. Arlosoroff of the Appellant is lacking and that the appeal must be
allowed and the judgment of the lower Court quashed. " B Bk

—F. B. Baker

AlSenior Puisne Judge
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JUDGMENT OF JUDGE DE FREITAS _ o

| am in complete agreement with the judgment ofthe ChiefJustice which was

arrived at after Baker J. and | had discussed the case from all angles with him,
| have read the judgment of Baker J. with which | agree in principle. |

hold that the conviction of the Appellant must be quashed.

There isone Pomt, however, on which | feel I should enlarge: namelg(the
attack by the Defence on the conduct of the case by the prosecution. 1 am
aware that what | am going to say may be misinterpreted as an attempt to
whitewash the Police. o _

Now all m_telll?ent and fair-minded people ofthis countrr are well aware
?ft{]% difficulties of the Police due to a number of factors not the least impor-
ant being: o

a) the total absence of public opinion;
b) the part money canplay. o
‘When a serious crime I1s committed in this country a position arises
which may be termed Police v. Criminal and Public. Friends of the victims,
friends ofthe accused and busy-body-members of the public harass and tam-
per with the police in a most reprenensible way,

From the finding of the Court of Criminal Assize it is abundantlx Clear
that in this case the Police were up agalnst a defence which, although with
the exception of the confession by Abdul Mejid, was run on stereotyped
lines, was nevertheless, very cIeverIfy got up. N

| would mention that the confession Is not original,

Further, after Mrs, Arlosoroff had identified the Appellant, an atmos-
phere was generated which increased the difficulties of the Police.

In all the circumstances, while I do not in any way excuse some of the
errors of the Police which are aloparent in this case, but which can in no way,
as it happens, affect this case, | understand that errors which should not be
made, may not be avoided entirely in the future until the public gave the
police fair'play and the supﬂort that the police are entitled to demand.

In aword, in my view the public has got a more efficient and more hon-
est police force than it deserves. _

—J. Ad De Freitas
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Viadimir
Jabotinsky
“Letter to Colonial Secretary
Sir Philip Ciimliffe-LIster
(7/24/33)"

Shmug| Katz, Lone W off
V. 2, pp. 1395-8

Jabotinsky at his hest was notablefor relentless colonialist real-
ism. At his worst, he denied the fact that his followers were
assassins and, in time, even that W W I1 would happen.

He wrote the Colonlal_ Secretary, listing his problems with
ft_i|1e coHEts decision. Cunliffe-Lister tossed it into his round
ile.—

1) The Chief Justice, in anno_uncing| the High Courts judgment, said
that “if this case had been heard in England the”conviction would stand,”
but, as in Palesting the evidence of one eyewitness was insufficient, and there
was no valid corroboration, Stavsky was “discharged.” It will be remembered
that the Jerusalem District Court, in acquitting Rosenblatt, had used the
same argument—ahsence of corroborative evidence, _ _
2 The Palestine Labor Party thereupon published a manifesto contain-
ing the following statement: _

“Rosenblatt and Stavsky, who have been freed from any punishment for
lack of second eyewitness as required by the Turkish Law still applied in
Palestine, have been recognized as murderers also by the High Court. Both
the Jerusalem District Court and the High Court have accepted Mrs.
Arlosoroff s evidence as true.” _ _ _

3) Police Inspectors Barker and Goffer, according to the Jewish Telegraphic
A%enc warned Stavsky and Rosenblatt that “their lives are in danger” and that
“the Tel Aviv police cannat be responsible for them.”

It appears questionable whether Stavskg and Rosenblatt can sue the
Labor Party for [ibel, as that party can plausibly allege that it only amplified
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the obvious meaning of the Chief Justice’s words; it is still more questionable
whether that party can be charged for contempt of court, for when a Chief
Justice says that from the point of view of British justice, “the conviction
would stand,” he may easily be understood to convey that the convicted man
{s aﬁtualmgunty though he may have to be discharged because of (Turkish)
echnicalties.

But Stavsky and Rosenblatt are faced not only with slander against which
they can probably find no legal defence; they are faced with dan%er of vio-
lence against which the police declares itself incapable to defend them.

This situation is absurd and should not be tolerated under any civilized
government. | refer not only to the police™ duty to assume the fullest resPon-
sibility for the safety of two inhabitants whom that Pollce ex?hcnl_y state to
be in"danger. | especially refer to the statements of the Chief Justice which
constitute the very root of this absurd situation. Acceptance of human judg-
ments should also have some reasonable limits, and | am reluctantly com-
pelled to submit that here these limits have obviously been overstepped.

~ To begin with, the Chief Justices statement that in England “the con-
viction would stand” on the Igq]round of Mrs. Arlosoroff s identification is not
correct... “In England_” such an identification is not admitted at all. In
England, the Lord ChiefJustice in quashing the sentence of Thomas Dwyer
(1924) said: “It is clearly illegitimate, it would be most improper, to inform
a witness beforehand, who is to be called as an |dent|f_y|n%W|tness, by the
process of makm% features of the accused familiar to him through a photo-
?raph I-YC'A'C' \ol. 18, Part 8 f 145)._Eqé1ally, in quashing the sentence of
.3, Haslam, the Lord Chief Justice [in England] said: ‘A" person who has
seen the photograph of an accused person may identify him simply because
he has seen a photograph of him. This matter is sufficient to réquire the
Court to quash the conviction.” (C.A.C. Vol. 19, Part 3, 1926 p. 59.)

Secondly, | submit that it is most unfair, inhuman, and deadly for the
prestige of the judiciary to “discharge” two prisoners with comment which
can so easily be construed as stampm% them for murderers, and exposing
}hem on high authority to lifelong abhorrence, persecution, and even vio-
ence.

You have thought it your duty to abstain from official interference in the
case while it was sub judice. It isno longer that; nor is it, properly speaking,
a causa judicata, for 1t is not clear whether the High Court meant to pro-
nounce those men guilty or not gun(tjy. _ ,

In consequence, there is already as reported in the English press, a
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recrudescence of strife in Palesting, unprecedented insofar as its outbursts can
now be observed even in places of_pubhc worship. Yet it must be feared that
this only a beginning; that the strife may assume forms even more danger-
ous; and that public opinion, Jewish and non-Jewish, all the world over will
attribute it, in its present %hase, only to the action of the High Court in
allowing a judgment, which everybody expected to bring in final appease-
ment, t0 be so framed as to encourage and even exasperate dissenrion.

| can admit no shadow of doubt that such a situation cannot possibly
meet with your approval nor toleration. o

| respectfully submit that the onlg/ means to remove that situation is to
have it publicly Stated, either by the Palestine High Court itself or by some
authori ?/ superior to that court, that the unquestionable meaning of both
acquittals is that both Rosenblatt and Stavsky have been definitely pro-
nounced not quilty.
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“Trace 1933 Murdler
Weapon to Stern Group
Death Squad”

Jewish Journal

August 10, 1973

To this day, Revisionists deny they had_ anything to do with
Ar[?tsorOEfB murder. But subsequent evidence confirms their
quilt—

Johannesburg (JCNS)—Accorqu to a former Palestine Mandatory forensic
expert, the murder weapon that lulled Haim Arlosoroff, the political head of
the Jewish Agency, was a 7-62 Russian Nagant revolver, a type used in ‘mur-
ders connected with the Revisionist Stern group activities.” _

~ The man who has made the allegation IS SuPermtend_ent F. W, Bird, now
living in Gaberone, Botswana. (Haim Arlosoroff was taking a stroll with his
wife ‘Sima on_the Tel Aviv seashore in June, 1933, when two young_men
approached him. One pulled out a revolver and shot him on the Spot. Three
men linked with the Revisionist movement were later acquitted of the mur-

B,
' _)ISupermtendent Bird has made his claim in a letter to the Rand Daily
ail,

He says as a Palestine forensic expert he compared the Arlosoroff bullet
exhibits with seized weapons hundreds of times, “all with negative results
until the murder of Lord Moyne.” o _

When Lord Moyne (the British Minister Resident in Cairo) was assassi-
nated by members of the Stem group in Cairo in 1944, Superintendent Bird
flew to Cairo from Palestine and discovered that Lord Moyne had been shot
with a Nagant “and | subsequently proved that it had also been the crime
weapon in no fewer than seven previous political murders all connected with
Revisionist Stern group activities.”
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~He adds; “I did not give evidence of the ArlosorofF connection at the

time ofthe trial of the two murderers of Lord Moyne as the chain of evidence
of the Arlosoroff exhibits had heen broken during the eleven year gap.”
Superintendent Bird said the Na(};ant revolver which killed Lord Moyne was
later presented to King Farouk ot Egypt.
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Viadimir
Jabotinsky
Jews and Fascism: Some

Remarks—and a Warning”
Jewish Daily Bulletin

April 11, 1935

Jabotinsky loved pre-Fascist Italy, where the ||nﬁwst erfected
his Italian, and had no sympathyfor Fascismsfollow the ‘head,
buffalo” leader principle. But he saw Mussolini as a possible
substitute Mandatory, to replace London, which was increas-
ingly concerned not to antagonize the Arabs in its vast holdings.
He defiantly began to orient towards Rome, confirming the
world$ unanimous opinion that Revisionism was fascist,
reg?trdless |_oE;‘any scrupples its own Duce might have on the
matter —

Foreign words should be used with a hona fide knowledge of what they real-
ly mean. Fasces was the Latin term for a bunch of rods with an axle In the
midale. Roman “lictors” used to carry them ostentatiously, to remind the cit-
izens that if they dont obey orders they will be beaten, or their heads
chopped off. Fasces was the symbol of Coercive discipline, of the States
resolve and power to enforce obedience on all dissenters, no matter whether
wicked criminals or honest conscientious objectors. Italian Fascism is an
attempt to reaffirm the principle that the State has the right and the duty to
coerce—and the actual Fovver t00. o o

Right or wrong, all this can have no application to Jewish social P_he-
nomena. There is no Jewish government, and no Jew can be administrative-
ly “coerced” to obey orders issued by an* Jewish leader or committee of lead-
ers. Jewish political organizations are voluntary associations and can be noth-
ing else. Should one of them conceive the whim of imposing on its mem-
bership the strictest kind of “compulsory” discipline, that would simply
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mean that all its members chose to agree to this kind ofEame: al of them,
for, if you or I suddenly cease to agree we can simply walk out of that orga-
nization and cannot be “coerced.” When a minori 5{ of that membership say
“We submit to the will of the majontyl” the¥ simply mean that they volun-
tarily condescend to submit. The doctrine of Fascisim is rooted in the oppo-
site principle: the individual will be made to agree whether he agrees or not,
In Jewigh life this doctrine is simply unreal, as unreal as “depth” in a two-
dimensional oil painting. _ _

As to the very old principle that the interests of a nation should super-
sede those of an Individual, a family, or a “class™to describe this idea as
“Fascism” issilly. This is everlYmans view, including ninety-nine percent of all
Socialists, probably also of all Communists if ever put to the test.

The really “Fascist” addition to this world-ola idea is, again, only that
thoroughness of coercion which Fascism applies to social relations. It refuses
to rely on the workers or the employers own patriotism: it 5|mpl / comman-
deers all the workers and all the employers, treats them as battalions of the
State, orders, forbids and punishes. THis again, cannot be initiated in our
Jewish life. When we Jews speak of “compulsory” arbitration in Palestine,
what we mean is a freg pl_edge by all concerned to renounce voluntarily any
other method of settling industrial dlsgutes and to accept (voluntarlly% the
arbitrators’ judgment however unpalatable. _

_ Whether such a covenant is a possibility (as | believe) or a dream (as pes-
simists affirm) is beside the point; the point is that this Program Is the reverse
of Fascism. Fascism says to both Labor and capital: “I dont ask You t0 be
patriotic, you may go on feeling selfish: but you will have to accept the State’s
rulln% orgoto Jlall—and even 1fyou do goto jail, it wont help you, for the
State$ ruling will be enforced in your enterprise all the same” *

There is, on the other hand, ‘also this difference—that, while in Fascism
any concrete form of “class war” is only verboten, in Zionism (where noth-
mgi_ can actually be ‘\/erboten’)hthe very idea of “class war” is immoral. The
national funds which support the prolefarian Flalutzim are being provided by
the bourgeoisie. That bourgeoisie Is being daily urged to leave the Galuth and
come and build factories in Palestine, because there “you can be among your
brethren.” When a bourgeois starts aworkshop in Palestine, he is being urqed
to employ expensive Jewish labor instead of cheap Arab lahor—Dbecause “the
Jewish workmen are his brethren.” _

All this is absolutely fair; ther are brethren, and partners in the [qreat
enterprise of building the Homeland, and comrades in Zionist ideology:
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brethren, Rartn_ers, comrades in a sense incomparably more intense and more
concrete than it can be said of capital and labor in any other country. That is
why it is unfair and immoral to import “class war” ideas into Palestine—even
Tough It cannot be *verboten.” _
~Fascism is wholly and organically mapi)llcable to any aspect of Jewish
life: it is therefore simply dishonest to cal anty) Jewish party “Fascist.” In
many cases, it is even akin to hitting under the Delt. In liberal or democratic
countries Fascism is looked upon as patriotically subversive, governments
have been known to take active measures for suppressing it b Follce action,
and may have to do so in the nearest future with considerable severity. In
view of all this, decent opponents should be very chary of stamping a Zionist
party as “Fascist.” It is just as indecent as calling Socialists “Communists,”
and likely to lead to the same kind of outside interference.

In countries like Austria, where the term “Marxists” is equally dangerous,
we Revisionists have instructed our followers never to apply that term to left-
wing Zionists, quite regardless ofwhether that would be sCientifically true or
untrue; and, though we officially disbanded our German branches when we
decided to join the boycott movement, that wing of Zionists in Germany
who share our Herzlian views also know that “Marxist” is a word never to be
used in Polemics. In the “London Agreement No. 1" between the two exec-
utives there is a special paragraph bannm? this mania of describing Zionist
opponents by names which may prove politically dangerous,
~ But the main warning | wish to convey is that there is also a much more
important reason for discontinuing to use the term “Fascism” as a cuss word
in Jewish discussions. Fascism is today the official doctrine of Italy, and Italy
is one of those countries where Jewsenjoy full equality not only politically
but also socially. Such countries are not very numerous, and theif number i,
to say the least, not increasing. It is very unwise to insist on an_taglomzmg one
of them by turning to abuse a term and an idea which is so highly cherished
both by its rulers and by its fXouth. _ _

Nor s it quite fair. Whatever any few may think of Fascisms other
points, there is no doubt that the Italian brand of Fascist |deolo?y 5, at least,
an ideology of racial equality. Let us not be so humble as to pretend that this
doesnt matter—that racial equality is too insignificant an icea to outbalance
the ahsence of civic freedom. For it is not true. 1 am a journalist who would
choke without freedom of the press, but I affirm it is simply blasphemous to
say that it in the scale of civic rights, even the freedom of spéech comes before
the equality of all men. Equality comes first, super-first; and Jews should be
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the first to remember it, and to hold that a reglme maintaining that princi-
ple in aworld turning Cannibal does, partly but considerably, atone for its
other shortcomings; it may be criticized, it should not be kicked at. There are
enough other terms for cuss use—Nazism, Hitlerism, Polizeistadt, etc.—but
the word “fascismo” is Italy’s copyright and should therefore be reserved only
for the correct kind of discussion, not for exercises in Billingsgate.

Especially, as it may tyet prove very harmful. That government of the
copyn?ht Is a very powerful fact, whose sympathy may_ret ward off many a
blow, for instance in the League of Nations’ councils. I,nmdent_allﬁ, he
Permanent Mandates Commission which supervises Palestinian affairs has an
ltalian chairman. In short—though_ of course | do not expect street-urchins
t(|rrteskpect|ve ofage) to follow an aavice of caution—responsible leaders ought
0 take care.
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Jewish Chronicle

London, January 3, 1936

Georg Kareski joined the German Revisionists after Hitler
came 1o power, seeing them as the potential equivalent ofthe
successful Nazis. Indeed the Nazis allowed only the ‘State
Zionists” the right to wear uniforms, indoors.

After Jabotinsky declared |n_favor_ofbo¥cott|_n_g Germany,
he had to publically disassociate himselt politically from
Kareski. But as late a5 1947, Kareski was made the chiair ofa
Revisionist healthfund in Palestine— LB

The Angriff the organ of Dr. Goehbels, has é)ublllshed a full-page interview
with Georg Kareski, the Jew who has acceﬁte office under the Nazi Gover-
ment as Reich Commissioner for Jewish Cultural Affairs. Herr Kareskis
answers to the first two questions put to him by his anti-Semitic interviewer
are of particular interest: _ _
li Question: “Do you know, Herr Director Kareski, that our Leader
and Chancellor has, in justifying the Nuremberg laws, expressed the hope
that through this secular solution a basis may be established for a tolerable
relationship between the German and Jewish"peoples? You, as a leading per-
sonality of the State Zionist Movement, have always defended a sharp divi-
sion bftween the German and the Jewish peoples on the hasis of mutual
respect.”
pReply: “That is s0. | have for many years regarded a complete separation
between the cultural activities of the two peoples as a condition for a peace-
ful collaboration and I have always been in favor of such a separation, pro-
vided it is founded on the respect for the alien nationality.”
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(2) Question: “What are your views on the situation created by the
Nurer(ri%t;,erg laws sofar as the cultural life of the Jews in Germany is con-
cerned’

Reply: “The Nuremberg laws of September 15th, 1935 seem to me,
apart from their legal provisions, entwel*to_conforr_n with this desire for a
_seParate life based on mutual respect. This is especially so when_one takes
Into account the order for separate school systems which has been issued pre-
viously. The Jewish school is an old Rolmcal_ demand of my friends, because
they consider that the education of the Jew in accordance with his traditions
and his mode of life is absolutely essential.”
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TQieski Again”
The American Hebrew

February 21, 1936

The Z\{TEE) bitterlyfought the Revisionistsfor the Nazis'patron-
age—

The Nazi Commissioner for Jewish Cultural Affairs, Herr Hinkel, has given
an |mf)ortant interview to the official Nazi newspaper, Rote Erde. Herr
Hinkel began by enumerating the many “favors” which the Nazi regime has
done for the Jews by establishing the Special Jewish “Kulturbund™ to look
after their cultural interest. He then explained that owing to the shortage of
special Jewish dramas, the Kulturbund was obliged to produce also non-
Jewish dramas. It was unfortunate that this was necessary, but the Nazis were
“generous” and did not make unnecessary difficulties for the Jews.

The most important part of the intérview, however, dealt not with the
Kulturbund, but with Zionism. Towards the end of the interview, Herr
Hinkel said: “I have consciously allowed the Zionist movement to exert the
strongest influence upon the cultural and spiritual activities of the
Kulturbund hecause the Zionists as the ‘Racial Jews’ have at least given us
formal guarantees of cooperation in acceptable form.”

~ Since the German Zionists have never given such guarantees to Herr
Hinkel, he could only be referring to Mr. Kareski as representing the whole
ofthe Zionist movement. This has called forth a new storm among German
Zionists who are now more determined than ever to draw a line of distinc-
tion between themselves and Mr. Kareski and let him aﬁpear to be the rep-
resentative of Zionism in Germany. It is expected that the matter will come
to a head in the near future, when' Mr. Kareski, who is at present still conva-
lescing, makes his first public appearance.
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“Nazi Opinion of Zionism”
Palestine Post

January 29, 1936

Altho the romance between the Nazis and Kareski was almost
too tender for mere words, eventually the Hitlerites realized
that they had to deal with his ZVID/WZO rivals, as under
British rides, establishing an annual quotafor immigration to
Palestine, the WZO determined national quotas— L

Berlin, January 27 o _ _

A Nazi explanation of why Zionists are favored in Germany has been given

th _thhe German press by Herr Hinkei, Commissar for Jewish Affairs in the
gich.

“We purposely favor the Zionists culturally because they are the onlﬁ
Jews who have qlven a formal and acceptable guarantee of cooperation wit
the Government,” he said in the interview. ~

Since, actually the German Zionist Federation never gave such a guar-
antee, Herr Hinkei apparently refers to Dr. Georg Kareski as representative
ofthe Zionist Movement. Dr. Kareski is associated with the Revisionist party.

This statement has called forth new E(rotest_s on the part of Zionists, who
are determined to differentiate between Kareski and the Zionist Movement,
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wDr. von Weisl Believes

In Fascism”
WorldJew

London, June 1?, 1936

For all his hostility to the leader principle, Jabotinsky knew
that his movementsfinancial director onceproposed him as the
Revisionist Duce. Von Weislsupported Kareski. In 1936, on his
own, he contacted the Mosleyites and proposed a mad imperi-
alist alliance, Britain, Germany, Poland and Japan, and a
Zionist state, against the Soviets, Arabs and, the Asian colonial
revolutions— LB

The French newspaper in Bucharest, the “Moment,” which is regarded as one
of the organs of the Roumanian Foreign Ministry, has published an interview
with the Revisionist leader, Dr. von Weisl. o
~ The Revisionist leader accused the Zionist leaders of Socialist sympa-
thies, and he declared that, although opinions among the Revisionists varied,
in generaj they sympathized with Fascism, and they were strong opponents
of Socialism and Communism, _ N _
Fie, personally, was a supporter of Fascism, and he rejoiced at the victo-
rg/ of Fascist Italy In Abyssinia & a triumph of the White races against the
lack. Fie also asserted the Revisionists wanted to bring to Palesting, within
the next ten years, 900,000 Jews from Poland, 300,000 from Roumania and
300,000 from Germanﬁ. o _ _ _
Finally, he stated that the Revisionists had no desire to colonize Jews in
Ablyss!nla, and that, in his opinion, it would be well for the Arab strike in
Palestine to continue for several weeks more, as by then the authority of the
Araby leaders would be completely broken for a number of years.
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Viadimir
Jabotinsky .
“Letter fo Pluegat_Betarlm

Civittavecina”
Selected Wriaings

USA. - Undated

Like most Zionist leaders, Jabotinsky had a Hebrew name,
MWev, Wolf, butfor the historians he is Vladimir. His pro-
Italian policy horefruit. Mussolini trained thefirst sailorsfor
the future "Revisionist state at his Naval School in
Civitavecchia. He wrote hisyouthfulfollowers there, laying out
his hesitations re Mussolini, but in a Wa>(1 that only a mind
reader would have been able tofl(};ure out that it wasnt a ring-
ing statement ofendorsement ot Fascisms sacred principle of
opposition to the working class— LB

Betarim
The serious_step_which you have taken in goin% to the Naval School in
Civittavecchia will be of great importance.” Whether for good or bad,
depends on you. If you succeed in acquiring the love and respect of the
Italian principal of the school, its teachers and pupils, you will pave a new
path for the development of our people that will lead us, in the future, to the
acquiring of a decisive position at sea. But if you do not succeed fXou may
come to one conclusion: that }lwou will create a new source of racial hatred in
a country which, up till now, has not suffered from this malaise.

~ This depends only on You, and the secret of success depends on that
principle which you have already learnt in Betar—that is Hadar, There in
Civittavecchia it will be a test for you whether you have learnt Hadar not
only in theory but also in fe@'"Y.- .

The meaning of Hadar is, first of all, tact. Do not forget, day and night
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and every moment, that you are a guest in a school, in the city and the coun-
try. BENOBLE! o _

Do not ﬁrab the first bench, even if it is given to you. Lear the Italian
language well: but do not place yourself in the position of a poor man who
asks support from the State. 1fyou have insufficient money, it is better that
You leave the school—because the honor of our people iS more important
hanyour career. _
~ Learn to speak qmetI){ in school, in the street and also at your meet-
Ings—even in Yo_ur rooms lest you disturb the peace of the people, of the city.

en you walk in the courtyards of the school, or in the streets of the town,
walk in twos and not in threes, lest Yqu bar the way for the local townsmen.

Personal cleanliness of your clothing should be a commandment to you
every minute ofyour life. You must shave every morning, and not even a fint
of hair should rémain on your cheek or chin. Every morning you must look
at your nails to see whether the% are clean. Remember that every stain is a
stain for Betar and a stain for the whole of the Jewish geople. hen you
work, your face, hands, ears and your whole body must be clean. Learn the
work of the school d|||gent|y. Do not boast of your progress. Help your
Italian friends with whateveryou can. Do not intervene in any party discus-
sions concerning Italy. _ N .

Do not express any opinions about Italian politics. Do not criticize the
present regime in Ital;{_—nor the former regime. Ifyou are asked about your
olitical and social beliefs, answer: “I am a Zionist.” My greatest desire is the
fe\%s[] State, and in our country | oppose class warfare. This is my whole
aith,

| hand over to 5{ou the honor of Betar on a very important front and |
am sure that you will know how to guard it. You are Betarim!

Tel ‘Hai,
Ze’ev Jahotinsky
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“Supplement to VId
SSI(%ﬁPSt?C E!\iumber %%
edicated.to the Betar .
Hebrew Maritime School In

Civitavecchia®
March 1936

I fyou run with wolves, you dont have to howl. But wagyour
tail you will. An Italian Revisionist magazine would be past
human for saintliness if it heeded any scrupple of their Rosh
Betar (High Betar) about the closeness ofthe two movements:
‘Glovinezza, ” the Fascist Party3 lyrical anthem, ‘Was sung
with much enthusiasm by the Betarim™at the opening oftheir
squadron at Mussolinié maritime acacemy. Indeed, Revisionist
members of the Blackshirts’ University Fascist Youth, were
among thefounding cadre o fthefuture Israeli navy.—-LB

The Inau%uratlon of the new home of Betars Maritime Squadron at
Civitavecchia, March 29, 1936. o _

The ceremony, combined with the official inauguration of the school’s

2nd academic yedr, took place on a truly Spring-like day, which contributed
much to its gréat success. _
The ?uests, who came from outside the hase, numbered more than 100.
Many of them were youth, who wanted to give the event a I|velg tone. They
als_i) wanted to provide a sense of fraternization with these brave young
sailors.

The celebration, in its own terms, _aIthou%h of short duration, was one
of self-communing, in order to appreciate better the magnitude of the par-
tially completed work here, before our very eyes, to deepen our joy, to make
us aware of what a great thing has been Started here, with this Significant
Hebrew maritime squadron.
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THE PARTICIPANTS )

There were many notable guests: We will record some of them here, request-
ing the forgiveness of those we omit: Col. Fiore, Commander of the Port of
Civitavecchia; Prof. Aldo Lattes, Assistant Head Rabbi, Commissioner
David Fano, councilor of the Roman community, and Mrs, Fano, President
of the A.D.E.I., Prof. Marco Almagia; Professoressa Ma%gl, Mrs. Ascarelli
Kurt Korniker, _corresPondent of the Judische Rundschau, Dr. Edmond
Schaechter, President ot the Austrian Zohar, Col. and Mrs. Mendes; Amadio
and Mrs. Fatucci, regaresentlng the Directory of the Italian Zohar, Profs.
Sciaky and Cohen of Florence, Mr. and Mrs. Maurizio Mendes of Rome,
“Our’Flag” of Turin, unable to send a correspondent, sent a telegram of con-
gratulations.

ABOUT THE NEW SCHOOL _ _
One representative of the squad, as well as Captain Fusco, the Director of the
school, was to wait at the station for those coming by train, Others joined
who came to Civitavecchia by car. And this was our first fine |mBre53|_on:
Strapping _oun? men with broad smiles, Iookm? proud, wearing beautiful
uniforms Kf only their fatlgues), knowing how to wear them; on the uni-
forms a Star of David stands out vividly, which encloses a Menorah, inter-
laced with an anchor; without hesitation, the young men obey and execute a
R‘erfect military salute, with broad smiles and happy and intelligent looks.
ow there is an air of amazement_among_the quests. Their thoughts are
apparent: Is the ghetto Jew finally going to disappear, once and for all? Or are
they {ust a creation of a sick imagination? This pleasant thought, this doubt
about the very existence in the future of the present-day ghetto, will not go
away Very soon. Friendships are made, and friendly feelings were directed
towards the school-ship “Sara,” during the very enthiusiastic gathering.

A Betari on guard at the gangway, stands rigidly at attention as the guests
pass by. Another is on the bridge, and is no less sharp, with his martial air
and the precision and perfection of his salute. The quests suddenly swarm all
over the ship.

PROF. SCIAKY’S SPEECH _

Listen to this: A whistle, some sharp commands in Hebrew, then the crew

lines up. It passes in review before Col. Fiore, who looks satisfied. The par-

ticipants take their seats, crowding around the Betarim, still at attention, and

the ceremonk/ begins. Mounted on the ships anvil, Professor Sciaky speaks.
The orator underlines the great significance of the fact that young Jews

today are in Italy to take the course being officially inaugurated: Jews who
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have come from the most diverse countries, even from those with sanctions.
A'sure sign of the peoPIe who first proclaimed the idea ofjustice to the world,
and of the great injustice and injuries done to that Beople, who first gave the
world the Law. And the similarity between the Hebrew national revival and
the Italian is not without significance.. .

The speaker remembers that while Europe’ better known politicians
were ambiguous about the possibility of Italian unity, a Jew, Moses Hess
almost a century ago, in his “Rome and Jerusalem,” predicted that the revival
of Rome would contain within it the revival of Jerusalem.

_ Italx‘preceded Israel in obtaining independence. This was in the order of
things. And today she has much to teach the Jewish people. It is here that our
¥oung men are coming to leam the maritime arts. They will have to live a hard

ife, a life of sacrifice. As the High Betar says, in a létter to the speaker, our
youth will have to spend 10 years, their engineering diplomas in" pocket, &
simple sailors. But in that time the Hebrew merchant marine will be created.

The thought spontaneously occurs that in some very near future, it will
be possible for the Hebrew merchant marine to reciprocate the cordial hos-
gﬂahtr and the honor that today Italy is bestowmjg upon the Jewish peorple

y welcoming its young men into this school, The Jewish people will not for
et Civitavecchia. It will remember Italy with Pra_tltude. It will remember

ol. Fiore’ constant aid in the hard work of aylng the foundation for a
Hebrew fleet, it will remember the work of Captain Fusco, who created this
first base, and for whom the seriousness of his work, and his skill, have won
him, not only the esteem, but also the friendship of the Rosh Betar.

The speaker concluded by turning his thoughts to aly, to its head of
government who, lighting the King$ victorious reign, showeéd us the destiny
of Italy, whose quidance bears signs of great ltaly’ valor and civilization. One
thinks of the purity expressed by the Rosh Betar, chiefand father of the new
Hebrew youth. _ _
~Aroar ofaBpIause greets the end ofthe briefspeech, heard with total atten-
tion, not only by those on the ship, but by the numerous people on the pier.

THE HIGH BETAR’S MESSAGE )

Then the squadron commander, A. Blass, reads the following Hebrew mes-
sage from the Rosh Betar;

London, March 27, 1936

Dear Mr. Blass, N

| beg you to transmit to the cadets at the Maritime School my thanks for hav-
ing sent me the photo with the signatures. | am very delighted with this love-
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ly gift, which will be one of the most beautiful omaments here in my room
at our new agency. Ifyou receive this letter by inauguration day, 1 beg you to
sa){_to your comrades that my heart iswith them at this very moment. Please
believe that even while away from the official inauguration, 1 do not forget
Civitavecchia. | know how hard Your road will be after the end of studies,
because we do not yet have a fleet. If destiny gives me sufflment_strengith to
continue my struggle, I will fight along side of you, also, for this goal, but
that is not important; with me or without me, |believe in your future,

| beg you to give my greetings to Captain Fusco: it is not necessary that
| describe his character to you and the spirit of his nation. To all the instruc-
tors and their agsistants, blessings and thanks. _ _

My respectful %reetmgs to the Mendes family, Messrs. Carpi and Sciaky,
and to all my friends,

TelHai,
Z. Giabotinschi

THE RABBI'S BENEDICTION )

The order—"Attention!” A tnEIe chant ordered by the squads commanding

officer—“Viva Lltalia! Viva IL Re! Viva IL Duce!” resounded, followed by

the benediction which Rabbi Aldo Lattes invoked in Italian and in Hebrew

E)rtGod, for the King and for IL Duce, followed by a prayer for the Rosh
etar.

Rememberlng with suitable words, with this act he consecrated the naval
school, making it not only a home, but also a temple, he blesses the Sefer
Torah which has just been put back into the lovely Aron Ha Codesh, togeth-
er with the necessary mezuzah for the school, gifts from Signore Amadio
Fatucci of Rome, _ _ -

“Giovinezza” was sung with much enthusiasm by the Betarim, still some-
what awkward with the Italian language. (The majority have been in Ital¥ for
no more than two months, others for much less time, and some even for a
few da?]/s only), and the singing of “Besciuv Adonai,” the official Betar hymn,
close the ceremony.. _ _ _

The public again swarms into the ship, most not fqr?_ettmg to partake of
the refreshments offered by the school, demonstrate a distinct enthusiasm for
the joyful Betar company, who give vent to their youthful exuberance, with
Italian and Hebrew songs. (The “Black Front” is also heard.) The Betarim
extend their cordiality to teaching the “hora” dance to all desirous of learn-
ing it. We confess that we don' know if Terpsichore is one of its enthusiasts,
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but we are. And we would want a few years, at least, consorting with the
dancers. However it is not possible. And the only thing for us to do is
exchan%e a few quick words with the Betarim on guard at the gangway and
on the Dridge, and temPoranly substitute for them, so even they can af least
try the vermouth and,

AT THE SCHOOL _
The inauguration took place, at the base, then on hoard the ship. The naval
school is a more stable place, i.., more enduring: even when not on a cruise,
the boat provides good accommodations for a part of the Betarim, making
up, with Its berths, for the insufficiency of hammocks on the hase itself.

And the party of guests goes to the school after dinner and remains there
up to the moment of deﬁarture. _ _

The structure, which faces the sea, is wooden, but lacks nothing: from
the bath (with tub) to the library, from the infirmary, the secretariat and the
Commanders office, etc., etc. All is orderly, polished, |nV|t|n?. There one
breaths the air of the “Hadar Betari” (Maljesty of Betar). A vast clearing lies
before the school, on it a mast, completely outfitted for military drills. The
g_uests are housed here and after touring the building, there are scenes of cor-

ial fraternization and merriment, with songs and dances accompanied by an

orchestra (two violin and two quitars) which the cadets can boast of,

Some quests prefer more specific proof of the cadets’ actual ability and
entrust their lives to the new mariners, going for a turn in the boat. Upon
their return, we see them so happy that we can infer that all went well.

PIONEERS OF THE HEBREW NAVY o
Some visitors, new to this thing, wish to know the significance of the school
within the complexity of the” Jewish national movement. And Professor
Sciaky satisfies them, explamm%that the basic idea of Zionism is that of nor-
malization of Jewish life and, therefore, the creation of the necessary organs
of its development on its own land. Revisionist Zionism, has seen this
demand as constructive, and has created, by the way, this school s a branch
ofthe _aFohtlcaI, athletic and military Betar activitieS. Real sacrifices are asked
and will be asked of the cadets. They will be the first sailors of the Hebrew
n_avi/. Officers will, at first, have to be simple sailors, that is piongers, as the
first agricultural workers in Eretz Israel were pioneers. They will abandon
comfort, neglect the careers towards which their completed studies gave
them the right to_aspire—and all this to bring about the settlement of the
Hebrew people, giving them a position which 1t previously lacked.

or a féw minutes, join the hora circle.
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The speaker was vigorously thanked for putting forward a lucid and
thorough synthesis of the schools idealistic ana practical reasons for being.
Soon afterwards, the guests returned to their homes.

FROM CIVITAVECCHIA

DR. BENJAMMI o _ _

Correspondence on life in the Civitavecchia school can in no way be thought
of s ordinary news. It must be the description of a process of transforma-
tion, of the struggle of oun% Jews against nature, It Is the sound of a ham-
mer striking an anvil where Jewish spades are being forged, a laboratory in
which bent backs are bem? straqhtened,_character IS elevated, muscles hard-
ened, and the spirit educated to the “Chibbush Haiam.”

The pride of a people is its sailors; what people is not proud of them?
They aIwaYS serve as symbols of heroism and bravery. For thousands of years
we dreamt of our conquerors of the sea, and these came when no™ one
believed in it—unforeseen, unexpected. _ _

Here in this litde city on the Tyrrhenian Sea, something began to stir;
here was found a man who declared himself ready to realize this dream of
ours as a people; here was found the group of idealists from all parts of
Europe, and—the dream has been transformed into a reality. The first
Hebrew naval units were created.

| wish to dedicate this first article to the Commander and the Cadets.

Captain Nicola Fusco ) - )
To speak of the Jewish navy without cmn(t; captain Fusco’ name would be
the greatest absurdity. It is only to him, this tall, slim and alwa%/s_affable
ltalian caBtam that we owe so much. He, he alone, is the one who built, cre-
at%d alnd rought to such a dazzling resut, the worlds first Hebrew maritime
schoal.
This is his work, his pride and joy. _
| am not his biographer, and am not obliged to give you Fusco the whole
man; nor am | the school’s historian, who might give you a flawless image of
the school’s founder and director. Here | just want to present to you the
Fusco that we students see and know. _ _
He is a man who labors for the whole society. Wherever you wish, you
may see his work and his spirit at work, _ ,
~"He isthe director of the local Maritime School, captain of the Balilla and
glrﬁc(tjs éh"e autonomous group of foreigners at the Maritime School—our
edud.
: All day long, we see him working for our “ghedud.” Classes, reports,
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financial matters, ect. Where does he find time for all this? No one knows.

The pupils, arrived from abroad OW Festerday, attend his classes, even
when they understand hardly aword of Ifalian. He talks, teaching very com-
plicated seafaring questions, | am thinking that all his efforts to_make his
words understood are in vain. But how | marvel when | am convinced that
even the weakest students have understood! This is his art, his secret, He
knows everyone by name, although he saw them only yesterday for the first
time. If yo want to know a pupil’s character, Capt. Fusco will tell you at
once. He is a brilliant psychologist—a cunning man, full of wit, thus intelli-
?ent and energetic. He admires Jabotinsky %reatly—“don‘t shame your Mr.
abotinsky, a man blessed by God,” he bays, to scold us.

All the pupils love him”

Besides Capt. Fusco, the principal instructor, the other teachers are;

Capt. Scalabrino . ) )
A man who s still very young, but nevertheless a sailor, very experienced in
his trade. He is also an"enthustast for our cause, and his dedication knows no
limits. He is very concerned that the students study and know everything, so
that they may serve their people honorably.

Capt. Cervilini ) )

A good and sincere teacher who relates to us like a father. He himself suffers
along with our sufferings, and rejoices with us, like a baby. He teaches us
rowing and signaling.

FURZI

| should dedicate a special chapter to this good Tuscan. He was the one who
made it possible for us to speak and understand Italian. He grew so much
into our circles that he is a part of us. | remember that when we began the
Hebrew curriculum he came to me to register for the first course. He helps
Us at every opportunity.

In addition to the Italian personnel, there are Jews among us. The
Commander of the ghedud is a marine officer, first class. He directs the Betar
work at the school. Moreover we often have inspections and visits from sym-
pathizers like Maurizio Mendes.

CADETS

This year there are 49 cadets—from Poland, Romania, Lithuania, Germany,
Austria, Latvia, Hu_nfqary, Czechoslovakia, Tripoli and Rhodes. As you can
see, a mixture of differént peoples and_countries. The mixture of languages
forms a “Tower of Babel.” A record—in all, 21 languages! A microcosm of
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our settlement in the Diaspora. But it can also be seen that Hebrew unifies
us all. Poland is the most represented, with 22 Betarim. Czechoslovakia with
9 Germanx with 5, etc,, efc.

Nevertheless they live well together. In off moments there have heen
clashes hetween persons of two difterent mentalities and educations. But at
oncei tge thought comes that we are Betarim and at once the conflict is
resolved.

Our human material is extremely inteIIi([;ent. The magoritﬁ are universi-
ty students and 30 of them beIonE to the G(ioventu) U(niversitaria)

(ascista), (Un|ver3|(tjy Fascist Youth—LB). o _ _

Among us are different specialists and even journalists. An interesting
commumt%/_of differing characters and customs. There is only one banner,
ﬁnl one NC ief, under whom we are forging and creating our colossal opus: A

ebrew Navy.

The scr\{gol-ship “Sara 1" Is our life, our different future.

EYES TOWARD THE SEA
VALSHAMEIR S _
Facing the catastmﬁhm conditions in which people find themselves almost
everywhere, some throw up their hands, look toward heaven, and await mir-
acles. But it is centuries and centuries since miracles rained from the skies,
ar}gd today they come only in the wake of huge effort and a great expenditure
OTEnrgy. . i . .

Our generation has understood this: it is not the waiting but the will that
Creates miracles! N _

~ Life is hard, it demands many sacrifices. All of which makes us stop and

think and, actually, rprepares our consciousness for the task ahead, for the
stru%gle on behalf of our holy cause: the regeneration of our people and the
creation of our fatherland. _

Thus, the psychology of the Jew has changed. Jews look toward nation-
hood. We have tindergone a profound revolution of the spirit, of which we
alre proud, because we have made this revolution ourselves, and by ourselves
alone.

Not long ago, we launched a new “Conquest of the Hebrew Sea!”

Hebrews and the Sea! How strange the words sound to the cultivated
ears of many Jews! But for nationalists 1t is obvious: Palestine is bathed b}/ the
Best-stocked seas in the world. The sea must feed us, it must be our strategic

ase,
This is logical!
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Lovers of Deeds, we have accomplished this end; we have founded a
maritime school, acquired a ship, towards the conquest of the sea-lanes. We
have already generated seamen; today 25 and in several months another 50!

~We are consciously advancing, our work is methodical, and we are cre-
ating the Hebrew navy. As it was in the beginning, when Hebrew sailors
founded Carthage; as It was at the time of Solomon; and still earlier, when
there existed a maritime Zebuion! _ _

With the aid of the seamen that we are creating, our people will have a
fountain of nutrition, our fatherland a base of defense!
~ That is our aim! And we will reach it for the grandeur of our people, for
its future of freedom and of life in its fatherland!
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‘Opening of the Thi

Co%err]elgsgo%_tf]eeJ?wlgﬂ

Communities of the
Far East”

"arbih, Manchikuo
January 1940

World War Il is the modern American Trp{'an war. Arguably,
the History Channel runs morefootage on if than on any other
topic. Americans, Jews, Chinese, are the white helmets; the
Axis, Germany, ltaly, Japan, always the black helmets. Jews
hailing the Japanese conquest o fManchuria disrupts the nat-
ural, folk illiterate notion. _ _
~Ha Dagel is Hebrew, hut beyond its name thejournal was
in Russian. TheJewish community were traders in an imperi-
alist environment and Revisionisms militarism and adaption
to the Japanese invaders seemed to many to be ideally suited to
their bloodthirsty world. _
However, there was a gross problem. Japan was Hitlers
partner in the Anti-Comintern Pact, which made everyone in
the world but them see the Japanese military as Asia$ Nazis,
slaughtering Chinese. Theirfinessing oftheir political contra-
diction is certainly a curio ofthe worldspolitical literature.
There arepe I|n%u|st|c obscurities in a Russian piece dis-
cu_ssnga%anese and Chinese and Manchurian terms, But they
will not effect readers'grasp o fthe article, which leaves no doubt
as to the Revisionists’allegiance to the traitorous (e%lme and the
Japanese, with their Yamato and Van Dao firinciples.”
~Readers will also seeJapanese named as Manchukuo offi-
cials because the re%lme was 0 thin on Chinese sugport that
Japanesefrequently had to staffits bureaucracy—L
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The third Con%ress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East opened cere-
moniously on December 23, 1939, in the Commercial Assembly hall.

Among the honorary guests were representatives of the Japanese Com-
Ea&d iclrt1d regional officers, and the head of the Emigrants Office, General V.

. Kislitsin,

_The stage was decorated with the flags of Japan and Manchukou and a
white-hlue Jewish banner. A color guard ofhonor, from the “Brit-Trumpeldor”
and “Maccabi” organizations, stood behind the presidium. _

The presidium consisted ofthe Chairman of the Congress and Natjonal
Council, Dr. A, . Kaufman, representatives of the authorities, the chief of
the Japanese military mission in Dairen, Colonel Yaste, a representative of
the local military mission, Major Niimura, the Governor and the chief of the
Kiova-Kay staff, Mr. Vay Huan-Chzgan, Vice-governor Mr. M. Genda, the
head of a'department ofthe Kiova- alg/sta_ff.m inczyan, Mr. Imaiosi, K. 1.
Nakamura, a Kiova-Kay official, Mr. Katagiri, and honorary visitors: the sec-
retary of the Executive Committee of the National council, M. G. Zimin,
members V. M. Arkin, 1. M. Berkovich, and M. M. Grossman, dele?ates
from Harbin, M. I. Geiman, Ya. V. Zyskind, and H. Slutsker, a delegate from
Shanghai, B. A. Kapeliovich, Yu. M. Beiner, D. Moris, D. Ye. Habinski from
Tientsin, S. M. Groisman, and Ye. L. Kovner from Dairen, N. . Kolyaditski
from Mukden, Dr. V. M. Dubinski from Tsmgtao, A Ya Strizgak from
Tsitsihar and Hailar, A. G. Ponevezgski from Kobe, secretaries, etc. ,
| Chairman Kaufman opened the Congress in Hebrew, the ancient Jewish
anguage.

gThgen the audience rose as the “Brit-Trumpeldor” band performed the
Japanese, Manchurian and Jewish anthems, while the standard-bearers held
their banners aloft.

~National Council Chairman A. I. Kaufman made the longest and most

significant speech, devoted to the purposes of the Congress and its impor-
tance. Dr. Kaufman emphasized that, while this Conﬁress_ was convened due
to the ?oodwnl of the Japanese and Manchurian authorities, the Jews of the
world Taced heavy days, in connection with ruin of the Jewish center in
Poland, and persecution of Jews in some countries of Eastern and Central
Europe. Then he spoke on the refugee problem.

“The refugee problem is not only a Jewish issug, it should trouble the
whole of mankind,” the speaker declared, “and all countries should be
involved in the fate of these people without a roof above their heads. The
Jewish people have gotten used to appealing to humanity, relying on the great
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ideals bequeathed to the world by its prophets and now, in the abyss of its

suffering, it trusts that the conscience of the world will wake up and a AUSI
solution shall be found. In Jewish history there have been many catastroP es
hut the Jewish people always revived like the phoenix from the ashes. It will
revive again after the current burdensome days.” _

_The speaker was pleased to emphasize the fair and benevolent attitudes
which Jews met in the countries of the Far East, guided by the Yamato and
Van-Dao iceals, hence devoid of racial antagonism. _

_Further, Dr. Kaufman noted a number of important events and anniver-
saries: this year, the community in Kobe opened, the first in all of Japan, the
community in Tientsin celebrates 35 years of existence, the Jewish commu-
nity in Dairen will soon be 10 years ofd, the first Jewish city in Palestine, Tel
Aviv, is 30 years old, and finally, its 900 years from Talmudist Rashi’ birth-
day.I The assembly welcomed each of ‘these anniversaries with vigorous
appiause. .

Passm% to the significance of the Congress, Dr. Kaufman related that,
“Whereas the first Congress was a corner stone in the building of the Jewish
community as awhole, and the second built the foundation of its organiza-
tion, the current third Congress should finish the organizational period and
systematize this work.” o _

“| deeply believe in the Jewish national forces of the Far East. | believe
that the governments of Manchukuo, JaPan and China will understand the
tragedy of the homeless, landless people and, together with that part of
mankind living by the sacred principles ofhumanlt)(, justice and equality, will
enable the Jewish people to be%m t0 live a normal life alongside with”other
peoples, so that, united with them, they can deal with the great issug of a
neaceful commonwealth of the peoples, With this faith, I open the Third
Congress of the Jewish Communities of Far East,” Dr. A. |. Kaufman con-
cluded. The Chairman’ speech was greeted with a storm of applause,

Then he read a telegram from Rabbi A M. Kiselev of Tientsin. The
Rabbi expressed gratitude to authorities for their benevolent attitude to the
Con%ress and prayed for the peoples of these countries. _

~ Following that, Vice-Governor M. Genda read the greeting of
Lieutenant-General Hasimoto, the chief of the Central Kiova-Kay staff in
Dairen, with its subsequent translation to Russian, _

General Hasimoto’ greeting described the critical moment in Europe.
He urged all to remain aware, after this Congress, of some very important
political factors.

173



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

“Humanity disappeared in our century: A weak countrY is a victim of a
strong one, and the principles of justice are broken. All of this is a result of
the wrongful materialistic civilization of the West. Today, our empire,
Manchukuo, aspires to impart to our people moral principles. With the help
of the powerful Japanese empire, for eight years our state goes on its pro-
gress_we way, and in this procession we are united with those peo[DIes Uided
y similar principles. We view the Jewish people, who grievously suffer, in
this light, as we do all other peoples, and | hope, that the work of this
Congress will be the pole star for the whole Jewish people and will serve the
dissemination of true morals, as well as creation of the new higher order in
Eastern Asia.” . _

The chiefofthe Kiova-Kay staff, Governor Vay Huan-Chzgan, exPIalned
the nature of the conflict between Japan and China, and noted that Japan
and Manchukuo aspire to establish the basis of a secure peace in Asia. Some
European countries, with self-interested Purposes, try to prevent this. But
their attempts are futile. No events are able to change the path of Japan and
Manchukuo, direct to the new, brighter order.

~ “We deny any national antagonism, and consequently we cannot be
biased a%amst you,” declared the orator to the delegates of the Congress, “and
| wish that Jewry becomes further eng_aged in the work, makm% Its contri-
bution to the common concern of building in Asia. | am sure that todays
Congress will serve this aim, and | call on you for cooperative, fruitful work,
in a name of the Van-Dao ideals.” -

Then the chief of the Dairen military mission, Colonel Yasue, made a
warm welcoming speech, in which he nofed that the three-years of wark by
the Congresses not only have united Far Eastern Jewry, but also Eromoted
the strengthening of its connection with Japan and Manchukou, and
improved relations between world Jewry and these countries. _

“Now the whole world experiences shacks, and the Jewish people, which
doesnt have a motherland, is exposed to an ordeal unknown in a history,”
Colonel Yasue said, “and from my whole soul | exPress my sympathy toward
the Jewish people. At the same time | take pleasure from realizing thaf, though
Far Eastern Jewry, unfortunately, shares hardships with us, as a consequence
of the military situation in East Asia, it nevertheless is relieved of a national
ordeal, under the racial equality observed in Imﬁ_enal Japan and Manchukou.”

After further notm%the great sacrifices which, for two and a half years,
Japan and Manchukou have made, in the name of a strong peace in the Far
East, Colonel Yasue thanked Jewry for its contribution to the common work.
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“However, military action in the Far East hasnt stopped yet, the new
structure is not complete, and consequendy it is very aesirable that the
Jewish population of the Far East, and especially you, as the representatives
of this population, assist us in fulfillment of this dlffl_cult task, even more
actively, suffering together with us, these or other sacrifices. | hope fruitful
work comes of the Eresent Congress and further stccess in uniting the Jewish
population of the Far East.” Colonel Yasue finished his speech to the thun-
derous applause of the entire audience, N

Then ?_reetmgs from all the Jewish communities of the Far East began.
Representatives of the following communities took the floor: From the
Shanghai community, B. A. Kopeliovich, from Tientsin, D. Ye. Habinski,
from Dairen, Ye. L. Kovner, from Tsingtao, Dr. V. M. Dubinski, from
Mukden, N. 1. KO|}/adI'[SkI, from Tsitsihar and Hailar, A. Ya Strizgak, and
from the youngest community in the Far East, from Kobe, A G.
Ponevezgski, _ _

S. S Skidelski gave a greetmg after the speeches of the representatives of
communities. He noted the intensive development of the Manchukuo state
and the positive circumstances in which Far Eastern Jewry exists,

One of the outstanding industrialists and philanthropists, L. G.
Tsykman, also gave a salutatory speech. He said: “Gentlemen, delegates from
the whole Far East Jewg/. Let me welcome Fou on the occasion of your
Congress. At the 1937 on(l;_ress, 1 also had the honor of welcoming you.
Havm? expressed moral satisfaction re(iar_dmg my industrial and public
work, I then reported to You on the actual life stuation here. Two years have
Passed, and | want to tell to you that now | feel an even greater satisfaction
rom this work, mainly because | sge the fruit of my small contribution in the
creation of a new and promising life for all the peoples of the Far East.”

“Gentlemen, its not a secret that hundreds of tons of so-called anti-
Semitic literature were sent to Japan, though there was no Jewish question
there, to create E)opular Japanese hatred towards Jews, and, secondly to sow
discord among the peoples of Manchukuo. The Japanese people has, more
than once, itself felt the injustice of racial enmity. But it is free from this evil
feeling of hatred towards other races and rellglqns, and naturally hastened to
distance itself from specific hatred of Jews and, in 1937, at the first Congress,
in the lecture by General Higuchi, declared its attitude to the Jews and other
nationalities.” _ _

“There are few countries now, where we, Jews, can freely live. | am happy
to testify that Japan and Manchukuo helong among these nondiscriminatory
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countries, and neither friends nor enemies will push Japan and Manchukuo
off their correct paths. | remember the words of ong man, Popu_lar in Janan,
directed to the correspondent of a foreign newspaper. 'Let us |m|port fom
abroad only those ideas which correspond to the sgm_t and moral values of our
geop_le.’ Knowing the people of Japan, | always believed that this false anti-
emitic pro?agandawould not bare fruit there, especially as it is not literature,
but S|mpl){ alse vilification, in justification of immoral actions.”
“Gentlemen, the men who sent !ou here are, in the majority business-
people. Therefore | additionally want to touch on the economic part of life
In our countries. You read in n_ewspaBers_, and frequently hear about a new
order which the authorities agpire to e?m in the Far East. Let me tell you,
in brief, from personal experience, what this new order turns out to be in
practice, in life.” _ _
“Calmness reigns in the countrY, and schools, hospitals, roads and rail-
roads are built. In places where one train per day plied earlier, eight passenger
trains per day %o now. Non-burdensome taxes, identical for all nationalities,
were introduced. Agricultural schools, experimental fields, are organized."
~ Fertilizers are distributed to peasants. Periodically, peasants are gathered
in special fields, where agronomists give the peasants advice and instructions
for Increasing crops. They build a lot of factories. The population earns money
for itself, an beﬁjns to consume different goods. Previously, because of pover-
ty, the many millions of ﬁeople of our country gave away raw materials on the
global market, and, by that, competed with farmers of other countries, Now,
Ue to prosperity, the population itself consumes a significant part of the raw
material, exempting the ore|(_1n market from pressure of local products.”
“You observe what the sale of goods is now in the local market. Perhaps
you remember how little fabrics, soap, sugar and even gramophone records
were sold in the villages, and how much 15 sold now. The consumption of
such products as su?ar has increased for some years by six times, to 170,000
tons sold annually, from 30,000 tons in the previous period.” _
“I know that many are afraid of state control over some large enterpris-
es. The manufacture of sugar, in which | have honor to participate, is also
under state control and | can assure you that, contrary to other countries, the
control is aimed at improvement of business and protecting it from chaos
and ug%!y forms of competition. The norms used here are those completely
protecting business people and consumers equally under the law.” _
“The man who sees huge growth of the country, and does not trust in
the success, does not trust in himself.”
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“Gentlemen, you see how proPerty rights are reliably protected here, that
these rights are equal for all peoples and nationalities before the face of the
law. Untortunately we still exPerlence unusual times, owing to which, the
authorities had to introduce _emp_orar% restrictions _redgardmg import and
exchange, but these rules are identical both for the indigenous population
and other nationalities.” _ o

“It Is a big injustice to see in these temporary rules a desire to limit anY-
one’s interests and rights. We should obey them completely, if we want o
help the authorities with their great and noble task.” = _

“We frequently read some People, asserting petty principles, overlook_lng
the fact that, in this case, the future will be sacrificed. These people remin
me of the one who dropped a coin in a lake, and then tried to drain the lake
in order to get it. | can advise these people to take part in fishing and other
trades on this lake, and then they will return their loss one hundred times,
give work to the population, and keep the water for the fields.” _

“Gentlemen, zou see what is going on in the world. You see that in
Europe they have been at war for centuries, almost every ten years. They war
because of prestige, hecause of ambitions and, as a result, the people are
destroyed, ruined. We, the Jews, wander from country to country, during a
war and without awar, Here, in the East, a new life iS under construction.”

“On the Eastern shore of the Pacific Ocean, a powerful industrial coun-
try grows [Japan—LB]. In the future, it can become the same in the country
on the Western shore 0f this ocean [Manchukou—LB]. Here, in this coun-
try, free of hatred and racial enmity, we can_construct a life and a quiet
tomorrow, | welcome you delegates, and | wish you fruitful work for the
common hoon.” _ _

L. G. Tsykmaris speech was listened to attentively and loudly applauded
by the audience. _ , o _

The Sec_retar;&ofth_e National council, M. G. Zimin, read greetings from
the Shanghai Ashkenazi Jewish community, from the chairman of the Dairen
community, Mr. Ro%ovm from Mr. Gurevich of the Peking community,
gro(gn }(he naval attache of Japan in Shanghai, Captain Inoztki, from Dr.

udzuki.

The last greeting was from the famous Japanese Hebrew scholar,
Professor Katsudgi. He spoke in Hebrew and was hailed by stormy aﬂ)lause.

Professor Katsud(fu expressed his pleasure that he could speak Hebrew,
which has a wonderful history. He spoke about the tempestuous storms
abroad in the world. Certainly this Congress cannot decide all questions
pressing on the life of the World Jewry, but the Jews should remember the
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precIeJJts of their ?reat prophets and keep their rehqlon.

rofessor Katsudgi finished by saym(i: “l am always glad to see the rep-
resentatives of the Jewish people, and 1 shall always respect this ancient
nation. | hope that the day is close at hand, when the banner of Judah will
flutter proudly over an independent Jewish country, in Eretz-Isragl.”

Thunderous applause developed into an ovation for Katsudgi.

In a final word, the chairman of the National Council, Dr. Kaufman,
declared that the authorities and Kiova-Kay always met representatives of the
Jewish communities with benevolence. _

“We shall build our state, Eretz-Israel, on the same basis, the common-
wealth of the peoples, which is the strength of the Japanese and Manchurian
peoples,” Dr. Kaufman said.

THE DECLARATION OF THE CONGRESS

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East takes place
in an extremely grave and tragic period for the Jewish people, when five mil-
lion Jews in Central Europe suffer under political, national and economic
yokes. The Congress calls upon Far Eastern Jewry to unite and mobilize al
Its forces, to act vigorous and help our brothers. "

“The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East express-
65 its sharp protest against violence, prosecution, and persecutions of the
Jewish people, its religion and principles, in anumber of Central and Eastern
European countries. _ N

he Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East upholds
the national viewpoint, asserts the right of each nation to an independent
existence, and opposes antinational currents and movements in World Jewry.

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East knos
that the complete solution of the Jewish question is possible only with the
rEeaItlze}tmnlofthe centuries-old ideal of the Jewish people, the Jewish state in

retz-lsrael,

W|th_feel|n?s of deep gratitude, the Third Congress of the Jewish
Communities otthe Far East acknowledges the humane attitude of the gov-
ernments of Manchukuo, Japan and Northern and Central China towards
the Jews, their needs and aspirations. N _

The Third Con(rqress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East is glad
to certify the equality of all citizens without distinction of religion and
nationality, and the right of development of national culture of all national-
ities, including the Jewish one, in"Manchukuo, Japan, and Northern and
Central China.
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The Third Congress considers it necessary that this should be known to
World Jewry, in Westemn Europe, America and all countries where Jews live.

The Third Congress expresses gratitude to Japan and Manchukuo, for
recognition of the Jews here as a fraction of a unified Jewish people, and
expresses the hope that all the communities in the Far East will have an
opportunity to develop their initiatives according to the laws of their coun-
try of residence. _ N

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East wel-
comes the Great Empire of the Rising Sun’ aspiration for the establishment
of peace and a new order in East Asia, and expresses the hoi)e that the hour
is near when the,IanPuage of bayonets and the rumble of shells will break off,
and under the wise leadership ofJapan, all the peoples of East Asia will begin
peacefully building. _ N

The Third Con%ress of the Far Eastern Jewish communities calls on the
Jewry of the Far East to actively participate in e_stabhshln? the new order and
in building East Asia, quided by the Iprlnmple of struggle against the
Comintern; in close collaboration with

THE CLOSING OF THE CONGRESS N

At this point the celebratory session was over. Then the honorar?/ visitors and
the delegates of the Congress were invited to tables 8race_ful|y aid by ladies
from the Jewish community. Wines, hors d’oevres and fruits were offéred. At
the supper, a “buffet table,” the delegates, members of the Council and visi-
tors exchanged their impressions. _

The second session of Third Congress was held on the mornm? of
December 24th, in the presence of the chairman and all the members of the
Executive Committee of the National Council, as well as all the delegates at
the Congress. Representatives of official or?anlzatlons, including K. 1.
Nakamura and Mr. Fukuyama, the secretary of Colonel Yasue, were present
as honorary visitors, _

At the'opening of the second session, Dr. A. 1. Kaufman told of new tele-
g_rthlc reetings received from the Kobe Jewish commun%and from the

iblical Christian church “Kiova-Kay Holiness.” The late Bishop Nakada
used to be the leader of this church, Ny

The pro%_ram was. 1) Election of the Congress presidium, 2) The report
of the Executive Committee, and 3) Reports from localities. The following
were elected unanimously: Chairman Dr. A. 1. Kaufman, Vice-presidents Ye
L. Kovner and G. Moris, and Honorary Secretaries, M.G. Zimin and A.G.
Ponevezgski.

nations.
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~ Dr. Kaufman devoted a briefword to BlshoP Nakada, who recently died
in Japan. The orator er_nRhasued the constant special concern of Bishop
Nakada towards the Jewish people. Those present paid homage to the mem-
ory of Bishop Nakada. _

Then Dr. Kaufman went to the program topics. _

_ The report of the Executive Committee of the National Council, sub-
mitted by Dr. Kaufman, was approved, and then the reports from commu-
nities began. After a number of reports, the chairman closed the session and
announced that the third session would hold in the evening of the same day.

The third evening session was devoted to reports from three large com-
munities; Harbin, Shanghai, and Tientsin, and also a general debate.

~ During the session, the President of the South-Manchurian Railroad
kindly gave delegates sets of books and albums, five perfect items, devoted to
Manchukou and the work of the South-Manchurian Railroad. At the urgin
of the Chairman, the Congress expressed deep %ratnude to the President 0
the South-Manchurian Railroad for the interest rendered. Then reports of
the three above mentioned communities were read. The report of the Harhin
commumt¥ described, in passing, Betar work in Harbin and the recent cel-
ebration of the ten year anniversary of the Brit-Trumpeldor organization in
our city.

Attythls point the third session ended. _ _

The fourth and fifth sessions were held in the moming and evening of
December 25. The following issues were considered: Refugee problems, the
communities’ activities, culture and ecucation. A resolution was approved, that
It was necessary to organize Hebrew-language schools in each community.

Social, political and Palestinian problems were also considered. During
the lecture on the Palestinian problem, Dr. Kaufman proposed that those
present should Pay homa%_e to the memqrx of the peoPIe who had been lost
In the struggle for restoration of the Jewish state in Palestine.

~ The estimate of the National Council as 9,000 Gobi was approved. The
sixth session of the Jewish communities of the Far East was held to accept the
final editing of resolutions.

The resolution on the General statute was presented: _

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East consid-
ers it necessary, and charges to the National Council to work out a common
statu%e for allof the Jewish Communities, in accordance to the laws of each
country.

Tﬁle second resolution says; The Third Congress of the Jewish
Communities of the Far East considers necessary and orders to all the com-
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murr]ut|es_ to make obligatory registration of whole Jewish population within
each region. _ o _

The third resolution was aPproved in its latest form: The Third Congress
ofthe Jewish Communities ofthe Far East considers it necessary for the com-
munities’ normal functioning to have a strong financial base in each com-
munity, resulting from the obligatory imposition on all the Jews in each
region of taxes without determination of the rates, N

Then the Congress approved the following resolutions on religious, cul-
tural, and educational problems; N _

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East consid-
ers it necessary for each community to have special functionaries for the exe-
cution of religious services. _ N

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East propos-
e to the National Council to regard it as obligatory to organize special
|debrew schools. _ N

The Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far East calls all
the Jewish communities to follow the appeal of the National Council of the
Jews of Eretz-Israel to require obligatory Bible studY. _

Z. Ye. Slutsker su?gested that a percentage of the community tax go to
national cultural centers in Palestine, for example for the Academy of
Sciences, Yeshivas, etc. After a correction by the chairman, the following res-
olution was apﬁrove_d_: Taklng into account the enormous significance of
Eretz-Israel as the spiritual and cultural center, the Third Congress of Jewish
Communities ofthe Far blast suggests to each community to provide support
for all the Jewish cultural organizations in Palestine. o

According to the proposal by D. Ye. Flabinski, the delegate from Tientsin,
one more resolution was approved: The Third Congress of the Jewish
Communities of the Far East authorizes the National Council to submit to
the authorities a petition about granting to Jewish communities’ rights as local
representative units, subordinated immediately to the local administration.

GREETINGS FROM COLONEL YASUE _

At the beginning of the fifth session, the chairman translated greetings from
Colonel Yasuie, who could not present at the session because of urgent mat-
ters. Colonel Yasue wished complete success to the Congress in its work and
sent his regards to all the delegates. The chairman informed the deleqates
that, on behalfofthe Con%ress, he would send Colonel Yasue their gratitude
for his continuous henevolent attitude, and wish him all the very best in his
private life and in his work for the benefit of Japan.
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On Betar in Tientsin. o o

During one of the sessions, the Tientsin delegate, Mr. Habinski, in his
lecture, recognized the extremellr useful work which was made by Tientsin
Ken Betar dunrgjg a flood. Mr. Habinski said that peoEIe from Befar worked
without fear and favor. The municipal authorities of the English and French
concessions also recognized Betars work,

CELEBRATORY CLOSING OF THE CONGRESS -
The last session of the Third Congress of the Jewish Communities of the Far
East was on the evening of December 26. _ _

As well & the delegates and members of the National Council, the fol-
lowing were at the session: the representative ofthe head of the Special Sector
of the Japanese gendarmerie in Harbin, Maﬁor Sazava, the head of the mili-
tary mission in Dairen, Colonel Yaste, the head of the Special Sector of the
Police Department, Mr. Furutani, and other representatives of the authori-
tes, pres and public.

t the beginning of the sixth session Dr. A, |. Kaufman moved to select
a place for the next Congress. D. Ye. Habinski proposed Tientsin. Ye. L.
Kovner preferred Dairen. The proposal of the chairman to solve this problem
immediately before the next Congress was approved.

Then elegate from Harbin, Ya V. Zyskind, on behalf of all the dele-
gates, proposed to elect Dr. Kaufman as chairman of the National Council,
and I. M. Berkovich, M. M. Grossman, and M. G. Zimin as members ofthe
Council. General applause of the delegates approved the election,

Then Dr. Kaufman gave a parting speech. First he recognized the benev-
olent attitude of the powers towards Far Eastern Jewry and ﬁroposed express-
ing gratitude to the central governments of the countries wnere the delegates
came from, especially the governments of Japan and Manchukuo.

General applause greeted his words. Like applause met expressions of

ratitude to the military mission in Harbin under the ?mdance of General

ata and Ma{_or Sazava, to Colonel Yasug, whom the delegates hailed with a
standing ovation, to the Harbin Police Department and its representative,
Mr. Furutani, to the organizations Brit-Trumpeldor and Maccabi, that car-
ried the color guard of honor at the celebratory session.

Afterward Dr. Kaufman proposed to sen _greetlngﬁ from the Congress
to American Jewry, sacrificing for Polish Jewry in these hard days. In conclu-
sion, the chairman asked the delegates to relay the best re%ards to their com-
munities, and he thanked the local press in the name of the Congress.
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After that, B. A. Kopeliovich, Ye. L. Kovner, and Z. Ye. Slutsker made
speeches. The last gave his in Hebrew. On behalf of all the delegates they
expressed 8reat gratitude to that untiring public worker, the chairman of the
National Councll, Dr. A. |. Kaufman, and emphasized the gratitude of all of
Jewrx/ltowar_ds the Japanese authorities. N _

r. Beiner expressed gratitude to the Japanese authorities, and es%emal;
ly to Colonel Yasue, which was again met with applause. V. M. Dubinski
spoke about the unity displayed by the Congress. _

In reply to these' speeches, Colonel Yaste gave a talk, which was trans-
lated by his secretary, Mr. Fukuyama. Colonel Yasug indicated that the peo-
Ple of Japan and the Jews were among the most ancient races, and squosed
hat some interaction between the races existed in a far past, but was broken
later. He expressed confidence that new contact between these two races
would initiate friendship between them. _

“The significance of all three Congresses, which | attended,” Colonel
Yasue said, “Is the foundation of concord and friendly cooperation between
the two nations. Gentlemen, you should transfer to your electorate the mood
of cooperation of nations, characteristic of the Congress. | wish you happi-
ness and success.” _ _ _

At the closing, the chairman of National Council, Dr. Kaufman, once
again recognized the great significance ofthe Congress and addressed the del-
egates with the following words: N

“Gentlemen, send greetings to all the communities and allow me to close
the Third Congress with our national greeting, ‘Shalom.”
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VNew Palestine "Partys Visit CF
Menachem Begin and Aims
of Political Movement

Discussed®
Letter to the Editor
The New York Times

December 4, 1948

Few recalled Albert Einsteins prior racist monkey chatter in
1948. For the world, his theory ofrelativity was the mysterious
key to the universe, from berond the farthest star to the Atom
bomb, ivhich the broad public knew he proposed to Roosevelt
forfear that Hitler might otherwise invent itfirst.

~ Being attacked by such an authority was indeed like unto
being_ hit by an A-bomb. It became impossible for Begin to
recruit even politically naive American Jeivs on the hasis of
their raw Jewish nationalism, aroused to Himalayan propor-
tions after the Holocaust. Their sympathies went over to the
Laborites, who they saw as the Israeli version of their idol
Roosevelts New Deal, and their trace unions— LB

To the Editor of The New York Times-

Among the most disturbing political phenomena of our time is the emer-
lq_lence In the newly created state of Israel of the “Freedom Party” (Tnuat
aherut), a political E)arty closely akin in its or%anlzatlon, methods, political
ph||030ﬁhy and social appeal to'the Nazi and Fascist parties. It was formed
out of tne’membership and following of the former Irgun Zvai Leumi, a ter-
rorist, right-wing, chauvinist organization in Palestine. _
The current visit of Menachem Begin, leader of this party, to the United
States is obviously calculated to give the impression of American support for
his party in the coming Israeli elections, and to cement political ties with
conservative Zionist elements in the United States. Several Americans of
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national repute have lent their names to welcome his visit. It is inconceivable
that those who oppose fascism throughout the world, if correctly informed
asto Mr. Begins political record and perspectives, could add their names and
support to the movement he represents. o o

Before irreparable damage is done by way of financial_contributions,
public manifestations in Begins behalf, and the creation in Palestine of the
Impression that a large segment of America supports Fascist elements in
Israel, the American public must be informed as to the record and objectives
of Mr. Begin and his movement, _ _

The public avowals of Begins party are no guide whatever to its actual
character. Today they speak of freedom, democrac?/_and anti-imperialism,
whereas until recently they openly preached the doctrine of the Fascist state.
It IS in its actions that the terrorist party betrays its real character; from its
past actions we can judge what it may be expected to do in the future.

Attack on Arab Village ) o ) ] ]
A shocking example was their behavior in the Arab village of Deir Yassin.
This village, off the main roads and surrounded bﬁ Jewish lands, had taken
no part in the war, and had even fought off Arab bands who wanted to use
the Village as their base. On ARI_’H 9 (The New York Times), terrorist bands
attacked this peaceful village, which was not a military objective in the fight-
ing, killed most of its inhabitants—240 men, women and children—and
kept a few of them alive to parade as captives through the streets of
Jerusalem. Most of the Jewish community was horrified at the deed, and the
Jewish A?ency sent a telegram of apology to King Abdullah of Trans-Jordan.
But the terrorists, far from being ashamed of their act, were proud of this
massacre, publicized it widely, and invited all the foreign correspondents pre-
i(ent_m the country to view the heaped corpses and the general havoc at Deir
assin.

The Deir Yassin incident exemplifies the character and actions of the
Freedom Party. _ _

“Within the Jewish community they have preached an admixture of ultra-
nationalism, rehgtl)ous mysticism, and racial supenorﬂx. Like other Fascist
Partles they have heen used to break strikes, and have themselves pressed for
he destruction of free trade unions. In their stead they have proposed cor-
porate unions on the Italian Fascist model.

During the last years of sporadic anti-British violence, the IZL and Stemn
rouP]s inaugurated a reign of terror in the Palestine Jewish community.
eachers were heaten up for speaking against them, adults were shot for not
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letting their children join them. By ?ﬁngster methods, beatings, window-
smashing, and widespread robberies, the terrorists intimidated the popula-
tion and exacted a heavy tribute. _ _

‘The peaple of the Freedom Party have had no part in the constructive
achievements in Palestine. They have reclaimed no land, built no settlements
and only detracted from the Jewish defense activity, Their much-publicized
|mm_|qrat|0n endeavors were minute, and devotéd mainly to bringing in
Fascist compatriots.

Discrepancies Seen ) ) ) )
The discrepancies between the bold claims now bem?_made by Begin and his
party, and their record of past performance in Palestine bear the imprint of
no ordinary political party. This is the unmistakable stam_ﬁ of a Fascist party
for whom terrorism (against Jews, Arabs, and British alike), and misrepre-
sentation are means, and a “Leader State” is the_?c_)al_. _
In the light of the foregoing considerations, it is imperative that the truth
about Mr. Begin and his movement be made known in this country. It is all
the more tragic that the top leadership of American Zionism has refused to
campaign arqamst Begins efforts, or even to expose to its own constituents the
dangers to Israel from support to Be(lam. _ _
~The undersigned therefore take this means of publicly E)resentmg a faw
salient facts conceming Befqm and his party; and of urging all concerned not
to support this latest manifestation of fascism.

Isidore Abramowitz, Flannah Arendt, Abraham Brick, Rabbi Jessurun
Cardozo, Albert Einstein, Flerman Eisen, M.D., Flayim Fineman, M.
Gallen, M.D., FL.FI. Harris, Zelig S. Harris, Sidney Haok, Fred Karush,
Bruria Kaufman, Irma L. Lindheim, Nachman Majsel, Seymour Melman,
Myer D. Mendelson, M.D., Harr>( M. Orlinsky, Samuel Pitlick, Fritz
Rohrlich, Louis P. Rocker, Ruth Sager, 1tzhak Sankowsky, 1. J. Schoenberg,
Samuel Shuman, M. Znger, Irma Wolpe, Stefan Wolpe.

New York, December 2, 1948
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Abba Achimeir

“Diary of aFascist”
Herut (Freedom)

Jerusalem, March 18, 1949

Abba Achimeirflagrantly ran a column, Diary ofa Fascist, in
the Revisionists’ Palestine paper. He had his squadristi, the
Brith Ha Biryonim, the Union of Terrorists, styled on the
sicarii, dagger-wielddng assassing during the fudean  revolt
against Rome. _ S _

Their outspoken line—butfor his anti-Semitism, Hitler
was a role model nationalist—was too much for Jabotinsky,
who instructed Achimeir that “Tofind in Hitler somefeature
ofa hational liberation movement is sheer |(l1noranc_e. ”

After the Holocaust, Achimeir was constantly cited by the
Revisionists oppenents as theprime example o fthéirfascistpast.
His defense here, ‘t did it, but hey, it wasnt so bad when [ did
it, and look whatyou did,” convicts himselfand the party
Whose newspaper he was writing in.
~Asyou will see, his article %prays counterchar?es about
incidents, in Palestine and in the Tsaristempire, thathe thinks
convicts his critics 0 fheing as bad, maybe worse, than him. To
annotate some o fhispoints would require another book to deal
with obscure mattersfar removedfrom the accusation against
him, that he was a Jewish fascist infull regalia in the Hitler
period. Thatmeant, post-Holocaust, that he waspolitically cer-
tifiably mad. Just ke_ep your eye on the prize: what does the
article say about Achimeir and revisionism andfascism?

Pnany case, his references re the “Holy Gun, " refer toJune
20, 1948, when the Irgun tried, to land a shipfull ofgunsfor
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itself. The Israeli army, i.e., the Haganah, used cannon to sink
it, and Killed Avraham Stavsky, among others, ending the
Irguns existence as a separateforce.

Numbers 25: 1-15 has Zimri murdered byAaronsgirand-
son, after ong hell ofa pissed off God ordered Moses to slay
everyone b_owmg_to their shlksagfwlfnends heathen gods. Zimri
brought his Midianite before oI’Mt. Sinai Mo, and everyong
tookﬁgty, “eeping hefore the tabernacle ofthe congregation, ™
S0 Phinehas ups and#avellns the two ofthem, “So theplague
was stayeafrom the children oflsragl. ” _ .

To Achimeir, as fanatically ogﬁpsed 0 mlxed_marnaﬁ_e,
and as ready to do some cutting as Phinehas, Zimri is the ulti-
mate sinner” wearing an air ofinjured innocence— LB

A

The Prime Ministers response in the Knesset was not a Prime Ministers
speech. It was a tyPJcaI speech from a head of a party, with a clear tmeaI
totalitarian orientation. It was not a diplomatic speech ‘that most of the
nation desires his respect,” whether it was justifiable or not. In the Presence
of the non-“Histadrut” members of the Knesset, representatives of foreign
R/(lJye_rnments and representatives of the international press—our Prime
inister dealt with “cleaning the dirty laundry” of Mapai ‘and Mapam. The
Prime Minister went beyond a strict bounds taken from Russian culture that
said “taking the arba?e from the house to the outside world is not allowed.”
Yet, the Prime Minister did it with malicious intention and squested that
the non-Histadrut members get use to this kind of Histadrut Executive
Committee IanguaPe. N _ o
In this particular speech, the s|p|r|tual solemnity ofa Prime Minister was
not revealed, but what was? A parliamentary demagogue. And the desBa!r IS
reat: in the E)resence of the Isragli Rarllament (areal parliament), the Prime
finister recalls past episodes, not the “Segera” version, hut the version from
his homeland, this is the version from the period of the endless

“Discussions,” “the Kroujeki,” the “Byrji” of ‘the ){ear 1905.”

“To Mr. D. Ben-Gurion is attributed the motto “from the class to the
nation.” It was one of his declarations that he widely proclaimed, and that we
got so accustomed to hear. However, all of his Prime Minister’ speech was
Imbued with the sgmt of change from nation to gart —and the action came
before the talk. The Prime Minister is responsible o the party’s hlerarch_}/,
which begins with the Prime Minister’s position and ends with the security
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officer of the lowest office. Mr. D. Ben-Gurion ogens the history of Zionism
with the “Segera” event. Indeed, in this regard Ben-Gurion is not the only
one so dealing with its contents. The late Berl Katznelson used to be(%ln the
story of Zion with the Kineret strike. And in this sin, the sin of “the story of
the "Creation of the World begins with Me,” other sinners besides ‘the
Histadrut sin, _ S _

There is a deep abyss between different socialist factions. Communism
on one hand, and more moderate socialism on the other hand, that, prior to
Hitler, was symbolized by the German Social-Democrats (SD) and now—by
British Labor. Against any Communist apparatchik stands a nightmare by
the name of Trotsky. Woe to any Communist apparatchik that the Secretary
accuses of bemgz a Trotskyite. And another mPhtmare,_ frightening to a SD-
Laborist apparatchik, has the name MacDonald (meaning, of course, not the
American representative in Kiryah, but the late British Prime Minister). This
MacDonald Dibbuk is very strong in Ben-Gurion’s soul. It has already caused
many disasters, including the “Holy Gun.” Without the MacDonald obses-
sion’ (Mapam has substituted the Italian Sargetti for the British MacDonald),
Mr. Ben-Gurion wouldnt have made his demagogic Knesset speech—a
speech that did not honor either the Knesset or the speaker.

B.

The Prime Minister went even further, In the course of his discussion and
personal accounting of the “naysayers,” he wasn? satisfied with personal scan-
dals regarding the not-our friends’ group. With the "magic” of his tongue,
the Prime Minister reached the level of the “stage magician” dealing with-one
person who doesnt have the honor of bem% a Knesset member. FOr over ten
years now, this man has been guided bYt e light of ancient Gideon’ wise
Y_oun_ger son in the Book of Judges 9: 7-15. The Prime Minister, in his ecsta-
tic discussion, recalled a writer of articles titled “Diary ofa Fascist.” A secret
15 revealed to readers: The Prime Minister meant your obedient servant. And
this remark, out of the mouth of a typical 1905 “Byrji” member, is the occa-
sion of this short article. _ _ _

“The Prime Minister succeeded in publicly shaming the movement to
which your humble servant belongs; “There is a fascist amongi you, God for-
bid.” After hearing this condemnation, we were all amazed. 15 “fascism” the
author of this article’s only public sin? There was a time when Mr. D. Ben-
Gurion and his fellows publicly blamed the writer for the murder of Dr.
Arlosoroff, (May the Lord reven?e his blood!). Why did the former contain
his “magical” oratory, and base it upon the fascist “Splinter™—and not upon
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a heavy beam, such as the murders details? This reminds us of Israels haters,
who shout about Jews being usurers, but omit that they use the blood of
Christian babies.

C.

Before Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judaea, sentenced the Galilean
to be crucified, he asked him “What is truth?” The Governor did not get an
answer from Jesus. That’ because there are “damned” questions, to which the
seeker may get not one but a dozen answers. And, if you receive a dozen
answers to your one question, it is as if ;/ou have received none.

As to the question, “what is fascism?,” the seeker may get at least a dozen
answers, It all depends on who you ask. If it were asked of a Histadrut appa-
ratchik, he would answer, without hesitation, “The Herut movement is fas-
cist.” Very well. And, if you asked a member of the Israeli Communist Part?/
(hMak| the same guest[on, you would ?et the following: “Fascism in Isragl,
thats Mapai.” And Jewish communists from Warsaw, Budapest, Bucharest or
Sofia will agree, mcludm? in fascism the Zionist movement and Mapam as
well. One question. Plen K of answers. Because there are many interviewed.
(rA member of Maki thinks Mapai is a fascist movement and Mapam is a

rotskyite movementg _ o

And if you would ask the author of this column; “What is fascism?"—
he asks dyou half a dozen questions in return: Is National Socialism fascist?
And today’ regimes in Spain, Portugal, Argentina, South Africa? What was
the character of the Pilsudski regime in Poland prior to the war? And
DeGaulle, Churchill? Who do you prefer? The Socialist Bevin or the fascist
Franco? And you would end your half dozen questions with a bitter remark;
The existing Tascist regimes did not turn their weapons towards Jeruselem
and did not disturt the city, as did the socialist regime. And while the labor
government caused the “Struma”—during the war, Franco’ government
allowed thousands of immigrants to Israel to cross the Pyrenees. (We add this
remark with no intention whatsoever of defending the Spanish re?lme.) _

In 1928 (!), your devoted servant published four-five short essays in
|ttamar Ben-Avis"Doar Ha Yom [Todays Post]. These had a common title;
“Diary of a Fascist.” Only the title was fascist in these short articles. These
essays had no content of fascism, unless we would accept our enemies and
our excommunicators’ assumption, regardlnlg Jabotinskian thinking—that it
is fascism. It has been 20 years since the publication of these essays—and not
%ust any 20 years. Your obedient servant was then a Young journalist. In fact

e was on a crossroad and the shots from particular basements were still
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echoing in his ears. Not only Beople (espe_cgaII?/ youth) remind us of the but-
terfly in their political shifts, but also political movements. The worm turns
into a cocoon and the cocoon—to a butterfly. There is a difference between
Fascism in the year 1928—and Fascism 10 years later, after British diploma-
cy threw Mussolini into Hitlers hands. In‘regard to Fascism, not only the
humblest of Israeli writers, but also a writer ofworldwide reputadon, by the
name of Emil Lucwig, hailed it. Italian Fascism went downhill. And what
was the destiny of British Socialism? Didnt it open with Owens, the
Chartists and the Fabians and end up with slaughtering in Hebron and dis-
rupting Jerusalem? And didnt the labor movement in Zion oFen with A. D.
Gordon and end up with the famous sentence, with some collaboration and
“the Holy Gun?”

D.
A few months after the publication in 1. Ben-Avis Todays Post of these short
essays with the miserable title, the paper came to be directed by Ze'ev
Jabotinsky. The writer of these columns was summoned to a meeting with
the new editor. Jabotinsky expressed his opinion regarding Fascism, among
other things. The following is a summary of what he said. First of ail, he
declared himself politically a son of the 19th century. The worship of the
leader makes him sick; he doesnt want to discuss t0 what degree Fascism
saved Italy from civil war; he doesnt want to get involved with the internal
affairs of other nations; the Italian or the Russians’ internal political regime
is their nation’s concern only, and we should be aware of iaeological inter-
vention. Of all the nations (except Israel, of course) the Italians are my
favorites: it is the least anti-Semitic nation of them all; and | spent the hap-
piest years of my life in Italy. o _ _
Jabotinsky concluded his conversation with the author of this essay with
the following remark: “Ive never given an order to anyone. | ‘ask’you sir, not
to be an assimilant, as is the Zionist “Left’ that uses terms taken from for-
gigners.

: S0 said Ze'ev Jabotinsky. And now something about Zvi Feinberg. (May
the Lord revenge his bIood..P; A few of us havent Torgotten Grishke yet (that
is the nickname we gave him). He published a hook about Mussolini. Right
when the war broke out, Zvi volunteers and gets killed on the Egyptian front,
when Mussolini’ army tries to pave the way to the Nile VaIIe%/. _

In the modest autobiography of your devoted servant there is, among
other things, the period before the war with the Third Reich. Young men in
lsrael took the red flag with the swastika down from the German consulates
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in Jerusalem and Jaffa. (In the second operation, one fellow was outstanding,
and a few months later, he became very famous. His name was Avraham
Stavsky. [May the Lord revenge his blood!]) _

These men, meaning the Brit Ha Biryonim. had organized the embargo
on all German Imports. %%/Ir. Y. Lichter especially excelled in this operation.)
What was the Histadrut Executive Committee involved in back then? What
was this “Zinin™ in Zion involved in? He was dealing with “Transfer"—with
propaganda for commercial relations with the Third Reich. In the Zionist
Congress in Lucerne (1935), Mr. Ben-Gurion was very enthusiastic (so he
reported) about the Transfer. _

Who are the fascists in Zion, if not the ones that take credit for the
Transfer and collaborating with Bevins secret service?
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Stephen S. Wise
“Letter to Franklin D.

Roosevelt”

Carl Voss
Stephen S. Wise, Servant ofthe People

Rabbi Stﬂ)_hen Wise headed the American Jewish Congress dur-
ing the Hitler era. In August 1942 he received information
about the Nazis new gassingprogram. The State Department
asked him not to reveal the news until it was verified, and he
kept silent, as he tells Roosevelt here, for 88 days about what
needed no such verification— LB

To the President, the White House, Washington
December 2, 1942

| do not wish to add an atom to the awful burden which you are bearing with
magic and, as | believe, heaven-inspired strength at this time. But do you
know that the most overwhelming disaster of Jewish history has befallen Jews
in the form ofthe Hitler mass-massacres? Hitler’ decision was to exterminate
the Jewish Ipeopl_e in all Hitler-ruled lands, and it is indisputable that as many
as two million civilian Jews have been slain. _

| have had cables and underground aavices for some months, telling of
these things. | succeeded, tO?ether with the heads of other Jewish organiza-
tions, in keeping these out of the Press and have been in constant communi-
cation with the State Department, particularly Undersecretary Welles. The
State Department has now received what it believes to be confirmation of
these unspeakable horrors and has approved of my ?lvmg the facts to the
press. The organizations, banded together in the Conference of which | am
Chairman [Joint Emergency Committee for European Jewish Affairs], feel
that they wish to present to you a memorandum on this situation, so terrible
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that this day is be|\r)\(]1 observed as a day of mourning and fasting throughout
the Jewish world. We hope above all that you will speak a word which may
bring solace and hope to millions of Jews who mourn, and be an expression
ofthe conscience of the American people.

| had gathered from the State Department that you were prepared to
receive a small delegation, which would include representatives of the
American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish Congress, and the B'nai
Brith. It would be gravely misunderstood if, despite your overwhelming pre-
occupation, you did not make it possible to receive our deleqatmn and to
utter what | am sure will be your heartening and consoling reply....
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Department ofState
emorandum of

Conversation
May 19, 1944

Only one Zionist group understood that rescue had to be their
priority during the Holocaust. Irgunist Peter Bergson realized
thatthe U.S. announcement o fthe gassing meant that they had
to push Roosevelt to act. Ben Hecht, author and scriptwriter of
Front Page, the classic 30s newspaperman book and film
wrote apageant, We Shall Never Die, bringing it into afull
Madison Square Gardeyi, March 9, 1943, and toured it to
California. =~ _ _

Kurt Weill orchestrated the musical accompaniment.
Edward G. Robinson and other film stars worked on it. A
Trotskyist journalist complaingd that it was oo pious and
memorial. Indeed recordings ofit sou?idponderous to later ears.
But that was the state o fshow biz political consciousness at the
time. They did the best theY could think of,

The WZO forces weretorced to organize a Garden event,
to head offtheir rivals. Instead ofuniting with Bergz_son, they
pressured auditoriums in Pittsburg and other cifies, who
refused to rent to t_hepa%eant. Purblind hostility culminated in
Nahum G_oldma}/m 0fthe WorldJewish Coyigress, the interna-
tional equivalent of Wises A ] Coyigress, I_?_()lylg to Washington to
demand actioyi— against Bergson, not Hitler.

The WZO element did nothing to pressure Roosevelt to
looseyi rules restnctln(r] 30s German-Jewish immigration, and
were incapable ofsel -startm? in the time ofcastastrophe. The
Irgunists, as terrorists, understood, at leastfor a time, that they
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had to act, in this case, to mobilizepublic opinion, or Roosevelt
would do nothing. o _
In his lateryears, Bergson broke with Zionism, becom_mgi
a major voice in the chorus of ts Israeli critics, and a vita
source of information on America during the Holocaust.
Goldsmann never broke with Zionism, but his remorsefor his
role in that era is recorced in a lafer document herein.— LB

Department of State _
Memorandum of Conversation
Confidential

Date: May 19, 1944

Sub}et_:t: ttitude of Zionists Toward Peter Bergson o
Participants: Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Chairman of the Administrative
Committee of the World Jewish Congress; Mr. Murray, NEA; Mr. Ailing,
NEA; Mr. Merriam, NE; Mr. Wilson, NE

Copies to: Jerusalem, VD, WRB (Mr. Warren) and Justice (Mr. Nemzer)

In the course of a discussion today on Zionist affairs, Dr. Goldmann referred
to the accounts appearing in the press of the establishment of a “Hebrew
Embassy” by the “Hebrew Committee of National Liberation” under the
aegis of Peter Bergson. Dr. Goldmann ?ave Mr. Murray a copy of the state-
ment which the Zionists had issued to the press in this connection. He said
that the activities of Bergson and his colleagues had been a matter of the
([;reatest concern to the official Zionist leadership and that it distressed him
0 see Ber?son received in high places and given facilities by this
Government. The entire matter, he said, was a %lqantlc hoax which Bergson
and his group were perpetrating on the more guileless members of the Jewish
community, and he drew particular attention in this connection to the fact
that Bergsons committees are espe_C|aII¥] active in Chicago and Los Angeles.
In other words, Dr. Goldmann said, the chief support of this group came
from persons who had a less close connection with or knowled?e of interna-
tional affairs or of the Palestine problem, and this was true of non-Jews as
well as Jews. He asserted that Bergsons activities had not resulted in the res-
cue of one single Jew or in the saving of a single Jewish life, and he said that
now that the War Refugee Board had been established and had absorbed a
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gfreat deal of the rescue work, Bergson and his associates had developed this

antastic notion” that they were a ?overnment-m-ex_lle, representing the
stateless Jews of occupied Europe and the Jews of Palesting, which latter they
regarded as being under occupation by the “hostile” forces of Great Britain.
Dr. Goldmann characterized this reasoning as complete nonsense, and he
said furthermore that the group in question in no way were representative of
Jewry either in Palesting or abroad. He pointed out also that the distinction
which Bergson now drew hetween the “Hebrew nation” and the American or
other assimilated Jews of the world was undoubtedly devised in order to
attract the financial support both of non-Zionist Jews and of non-Jews. He
continued that the Zionist leadership had had many discussions with
Bergson and his associates during the time they had been evolving their pre-
sent ideology and that he had finally broken completely with Bergson, whom
he now regarded as no longer a Zionist in any sense of the word but as sim-
ply an adventurer. _ _ o

The thing which concerned the responsible Jewish organizations, Dr.
Goldmann declared, was the fact that Bergson and his colleagues were free to
g0 about the country collecting large sums of money for which they did not
make any accounting and I_Fuvmg the impression that they were en(h}aged in a
vast humanitarian work. He alluded to the fact that Bergson and his associ-
ates were in this country on temporary visitors’ visas and he also mentioned
their efforts to obtain draft deferments. He added that he could not see why
this Government did not either deport Ber?son or draft him. .

Mr. Murray replied that these were matters which were handled by dif-
ferent Government departments, and he made it clear to Dr. Goldmann that
there was no disposition on the part of the Executive branch to support or
assist Bergson or his associates.

Dr. Goldmann recalled that Eri Jabotinsky, a member of the giroup, had
recently departed for Palestine and Turkey by air with the ostensible purpose
of engaging in rescue work on hehalf of the War Refugee Board. He said that
he did not see how this could contribute in any way to the rescue of Jews
from the Balkans, since the Jewish AgencK representative in Turkey, Mr,
Barlas, was the only person in Turkey who had the right to allot certificates
for entry into Palestine and in addition had facilities for eng,ag;mg in clan-
destine activities in occupied Europe which Bergson’ group did not possess.
A discussion then ensued as to various aspects of Bergson$ activities,
including the inquiry which the Foreign Agents Regmtraﬂon_ Section of the
Department of Justice is conducting with a view to determining the liability
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of the various organizations involved to register under the Foreign Agents
Regmtratlon Act. Dr. Goldmann said that he was quite familiar with this Act
as ne himself had registered as the representative of the Jewish Agency, and
he did not believe that Bergsons registering would in itself curtail his activi-
ties. What was needed, he asserted, was for persons in authority to have the
facts laid hefore them and they would then see the light and desist from sup-
Portmg Bergson or paying any attention to him. Dr. Goldmann mentioned
he remaining members of er%sons committee and declared that he had
never heard of most of them, which he cited as showing that their claim to
be regresentanve of any element in Jewry was all the more ridiculous.

r. Goldmann said that Rabbi Wise while recently on the Pacific Coast
had been present with B_er%ﬁon at a large meeting and had questioned Ber?son
about his activities until the latter had admitted publicly that none of the
funds which they had collected had been sent out of the country or had been
employed for any purpose other than to finance the purchase of additional
advertising space in the newsPaBers. In spite of this, however, many misguid-
ed persons continued to contribute being attracted by the prominient names
apRearmg_ in the list of sponsors of the various committees and their avowed-
|y humanitarian aims. With regard to the sponsorship of these committees by
members of Congress, Dr. Goldmann said that he and other Zionists had
often discussed the matter with various Senators and Representatives, with the
result that almost all members of Congress, except Representative Will
Rogers, Jr., had severed their connection with Bergson. This was true even of
Senator Johnson of Colorado. He predicted that within the next few days
Senator Wagner would issue a scathing denunciation of Bergson and that an
additional several representatives, mcludmg_ Congressmen Celler and
Dickstein, would make a public attack upon him. Insofar as Representative
Rogers was concerned, he said that the Representative was a complete fanatic
on the point and that he and Mrs. Rogers harbored a great admiration for
Berglson which no amount of persuasion had been able to shake.

nsofar as other branches of the Government were concerned, Dr.
Goldmann said that today he had addressed a letter to Secretary Morgenthau
Bomtl_ng out that Bergsons committee intended to float a million-dollar
pond issue to be redeemed in 10 years by the “Hebrew nation.” He said that
in addition he would try to arrange for agroup of prominent Jews to caII_Per-
sonally on Mr. Morgenthau to expose the background of Bergson’s activities.
He mentioned the support which Bergso_n had been receiving from the War
Refugee Board, and he said that he had discussed this several times with Mr.,

199



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

Pehle, the Executive Director of the Board, who had taken the position that
Bergsons Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe had
inspired the introduction of the Gillette-Rogers Resolution, which in turn
had led to the creation of the War Refugee Board. In one of their meetmgs
with Mr. Pehle, Rabbi Wise had gone so far & to inform Mr. Pehle that he
regarded Bergson as equally as dgreat an enemy of the Jews as Hitler, for the
reason that his activities Could only lead to increased anti-Semitism. Dr,
Goldmann said that only Fz/esterda he had again seen Mr. Pehle and had told
him that unless the War Refugee Board disavowed Ber?son it would be nec-
essary for the World Jewish Congress to denounce publicly the War Refugee
Board. Mr. Pehle had agreed to break with Bergson, but Dr. Goldmann
added that if this should not take place, it would be _dlfflcult for the Zionists
to press the matter in view of their obvious interest in the boards activities.
~ Further on this point, Dr. Goldmann said that recently Mr. Ira

Hirschmann, the War Refugee Board's representative at Ankara, who is now
in this country, had appeared at a reception which Bergsons Emergency
Committee had given in New York City and he ventured the opinion that
this fact alone was worth $50,000 to $100,000 to the Committee in addi-
tional contributions. _ o

Mr. Wilson inquired as t,o_Ber%ﬁonS purpose in all this activity, and Dr.
Goldmann expressed the opinion that it was purely a question of personal
ambition on the part of agroup of irresponsible young men who had to leave
Palestine because the British authorities were aware ofthe true nature of their
activities, and he asserted that their connection with the Irgun Zvai Leumi
was well-known. _

Mr. Murray assured Dr. Goldmann that there was no question of the
Department’ recognizing Bergson or any of his colleagues or organizations
in any official capacity whatsogver.
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Yitzhak
Gruenbaum

“About the Holocaust and

About the Reaction”
Speech at Zjonist Executive Megting,
Feoruary 18, 194
Bi'Mey Hurban ve-Shoah (In Time of
Destruction and_Holocaust)

pp. 62-70

Yitzhak Gruenbaum had heen a leading Polish Zionist before
emigrating to Palestine. As head of the WZOs wartime
Palestinian Rescue Committee, he defended himselfagainst his
many critics in this speech, _
his book, From Dg)lomac to Resistance, Yehuda
Bauer, a Zionist scholar, described him well. Gruenbaums
mood ‘furned to utter des%c_)ndency. He and some ofhis close
associates thought that nothing could be done to save Europes
Jews, and that money sent to Europefor escape, resistance or
rescue would be wasted. " They went through the motions o fres-
cue, but only ‘in order to be able to say after the war that
everghlngpossmle had been done. ”
rom thatperspective, hear Gruenbaums speech as more
than a bit like & mad scene in an opera— LB

The bloody holocaust that came upon European Jewry is most horrible. Had
we wanted'to compare it to one ofthe disasters in our history, we would have
to (%0 back to the days of the Mongols and their assault on ancient Asia,
Eastern and Southern"Europe. This holocaust began, not as it has come to be
thought here, in the summer of 1942, but in 1941 with the beginning of the
war between Germany and the U.S.S.R. The progress of the German army
in the part of Poland"conquered by the Russians on the basis of the agree-
ment between German_i/,and Russia, in Lithuania and Latvia and Westermn
Russia, inhabited by millions of Jews, was accompanied by the murdering of
Jews with unprecedented cruelty.
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We have received information about these murders from Russian sources
and, only lately, we have details about sIaughtermE Jews in Rigaand in Lauda
ﬂ$nerally and In different cities in Moldavia, Bukovina and Bessarabia. And

en— I would like to say, out of sorrow—that, not onIY_ in Eretz-Israel and
not only in the Jewish world, but in general, that public-opinion was not
very shocked. It was as if massacre in fime of battles was the natural thing,
the War it has to happen. In Eretz-Israel, the climate was of peoRIe who
themselves were saved from holocaust, since it was clear that had the
Germans conquered Russia, they would have entered into the Middle East,
and then we would have been victims. We were lucky that, instead of us, the
victims were Jews from Russia, Jews from Latvia and thhuanla, Jews from
Eastern Poland and Rumania. They were the victims and their number most
certamlﬁ was hundreds of thousands. And articles were written in those days
about these horrors—were certainly received by sighs, but no conclusions
were drawn, based on this horrible information.” _

In the first half of 1942, the German authorities began to systematically
act against Jews. On the one hand, thez began to deport the Jews of Western
and Central Europe to the east, to Poland. And, on the other hand, in
Western Poland, in the same part that was attached to the Reich, they start-
ed to cleanse the country ofJews. There was only one region left, Silesia, that
includes the Dombrowa VaIIeK, that didnt get hurt; there, the situation of
Jews was better than in any other region in Poland in ?eneral. o

How did this differerice come about? It is hard fo say. In this region
most Jews are working. In mines, in factories, in b|(i workshops, established
in order to satisfy the army’ needs, and this seems o save most of the Jews
from the destiny of the Jews in other regions in Poland. _

In the same period, we got terrible news about horrible acts in Klodowa
Kalisz district, and other horrors in these places. These things were published
in all the newspapers, articles have been written, but no or%anlzanon called
for any action whatsoever. It is worth ment|on|n3_. It is not possible to say
that our public—in Eretz-Yisrael and in the diaspora, in America and
England—did not know about these terrible acts. Maybe we did not know
the details, but the general idea was known. _ _ _

Maybe most people did not want to believe the information. In articles
of the press, in columns, it was established that maybe the information was
%xallgggrated, but something—and something horrible—was happening in

oland.

The public didnt move; and, let me emphasize, the extent by which
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most of the people in the Yishuv {Jewish community? in Eretz-Ysrael did not
move then. Me and my friends from Poland, we dealt with ittle things, con-
cerning the situation of Poland’s Jews and their refugees, and we faced sever-
al examples of indifference and of unwillingness to pay attention to all of
these horrors, _ _

- That is the way it was up to the summer of 1942. Then lots of informa-
tion about the massacre in Poland started being received. Information start-
ed to arrive about mass deportations, accompanied by murder, from Western
Europe to Poland. We didnt yet know all the details, but the horrible gener-
al picture was known, .

~ Not once have we spoken about the events, not one article has been pub-
lished in “The World,” columns and articles were written in other newspa-
Pers, not once meetings were gathered and the things were made public in
hem—the Yishuv did not budge, did not move.

~And when | then asked myself, and when | ask myself even today: why
did such a thing happen, why did the Yishuv not budge, did not move then
the same Yishuv out of which we now hear so many and severe accusations,
that the bloody deeds were concealed from it, | have an answer. | know that
now, in a time in which each and everybody in the Yishuv thinks that he has
to blame another if the latter does not scratch the wounds as strongly as he
would have wanted, my answer will not be accepted. But in my opinion,
there is no other answer, | do not suspect them, the people of the Yishuv, that
they are capable of indifference in the face of the horrors and atrocities such
as those that happened in Poland, but then—in those days the Yishuv was
fearful about its own destiny. Unrest, fear overtook the Yishuv qongern|nﬁ
the German attack in Libya and in Greece, concerning their victories in hot
Places, that threatened our destiny here in this country, upon which depends

he rest of our hopes. o o _

Let me note here one fact, which in my opinion is very important. In
July, horrible information about the bloody deeds in Poland arrived in New
York and our friends put together a very bl(]] meeting in Madison Square
Garden. There were read letters from Roosevelt and Churchill, in which, for
the first time, sympathy was expressed for the Jews who were suffering for
being Jews. Before that, the suffering of the Jews was ﬁassed over, and when
Churchill spoke about the sufferm&; of the people of the countries that were
enslaved by the Germans, he didnt mention the Jews. After everything that
happened In Poland in the first half of 1942, the suffermg of the Jews start-
ed to be talked about specifically, and also they started to be condoled, it was
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announced in front of us and in front of the entire world, that the criminals
will be punished. o o

~ Ater this gathering, when they started to speak significantly F_ubllcly, in
this way, the author, Shalom Asch, composed a prayer, and published it in
Hebrew in “Ha Doar.” In this prayer, of the sort of “out of the depths I have
cried unto thee,” he turns to God concerning the saving of the Yishuv in
Eretz-Yisrael—and Asch is not an official Zionist. He is the poet of Polish
Jewry, and all his souls roots are involved with it. And this edition of “Ha
Doar” was full of articles and information about the massacre in EUFOﬁ_e, but
it starts with Aschs prayer to save the Yishuv in Eretz-Yisrael. Does this not
prove, that the dan%er that was seen facing the Yishuv was frightening the
nation’ soul more than anything else? _ _

In the second half of 1942, Poland turned into the field of slaughter for
European Jewg. Ail the people that were expelled from France and Belgium,
the Netherlands and Austria, Czech-land and Yugoslavia and Slovakia, ail of
Lhese, on arrival in Poland, disappeared and their whereabouts are not

nown.

The French Red Cross in Paris is incapable of telling the relatives of the
deported, what hapfened to these Jews that Laval handed over to the Germans.
The same goes for Jews of Slovakia, for Jews of Germany, and other countries.
And at the same time—in the second half of 1942—started what is officially
called in German the “evacuation” from different towns of Poland, and the
traces of the “evacuated” have disappeared too. _

For a long time we didnt know the details, we knew only the general pic-
ture, which we (l]ot from different sources—Polish sources and our sources in
Geneva and in [stanbul, This information was g%neral, and the extent of the
terrible events and the horrors was not known. They talked about hundreds
of thousands of massacred, about 200,000 to 700,000. They even talked
about a million, and about a million and a half. _

_Such differences in the figures did not, of course, strengthen the credi-
bilit ,out in them, but it was clear that there is something terrible going on
in Poland, without any precedent. At the end of the summer, a messa(]le
arrived that Czerniakov has committed suicice. Now we know that not only
Czerniakov put an end to his life. Many Jews of the Jewish intelligentsia
|lawyers and’ medical doctors, took his Fath. The names are still not all
known, but the information is verY reliable. And then we published articles,
we had memorials, in which we talked about the situation. o

| myselfsaid at that time: | know Czerniakov. If he did what he did, it is
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that he did not have any alternative. They wanted to compel him to sign an
order that he could not sign without seeing himself as a bastard. Now we
know, from Polish sources, what the order was. He had to sign an order
according to which 6,000 to 10,000 Jews a day were to report to a Rlace that
the Germans chose, to be sent to an unknown place. In Warsaw they knew
that this meant to deaths lap. He did not want to sign such an order and
chose death. o _

We then asked Ehrenpreis in Stockholm and %ot some answers, which

erhaps confirmed the information and perhaps did not. Now we know:
hrenpreis smplg did not dare send more clear telegrams, because telegrams
from Sweden to Eretz-Yisrael pass through Germany. And most likely would
be stopped, if he spoke cIearIY. o _

And here we arrived at the moment in which—to me at least—it was
Clear, that whatever happened in Poland is beyond the beyond, and, togeth-
er with my friend Ries, we sent telegrams to our representatives in America
and London. It was—if| am not mistaken-—at the end of September, or the
beginning of October. We demanded that they protest and act. They
answered us—hoth from New York and from London—saying that they are
dom% whatever they can.

he information became broader and broader. All expellees to Poland
were also slaughtered—the Jews of Germany, the Jews of France, the Jews of
Belgium, and so forth and so forth. 1t seems as if the Germans do not want,
or are afraid, to kill the Jews of Western Europe in their own countries, and
are transferring them to Poland, where they actually slaughter them.

When | said this to the Polish envoy, Professor Kott, hie jumped up, hurt,
and asked me; “So, you think the Germans do that because the Poles’ atti-
tude towards Jews is So much more accommodating to extermination?” | said
to him: “Sir, | know that man)( Jews were saved from death by the help of
Poles who have hid them. But 1 also know that no ﬁubhc reaction had been
made in Poland in sympathy for the Jews; and in the time—I do not know
if this fact is absolutely true—that the Jewish workers in Lodz
(Lizmannstadt) went on strike because they wanted to take away their wives
and children and send them to an unknown place—the Polish"workers did
not help them, and keFt onworking.”
~ Now we know that there are internal Polish documents, appeals by Poles
In Poland to the Polish Government-in-Exile, in which atroclous deeds and
massacre of Jews are reported, and they demand that the Polish Government
react to the horrors. The documents’ authors remind the Polish Government
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that, after the Jews would be finished with, they will start exterminating
Poles. In the last documents, which are already published, there are reports
about the beginning of the horrors that are committed a?alnst_PoIes.
_ There is one thing in this whole picture, that I cannot get rid of, the feel-
ing of sorrow and sore pain that it awakes in my heart. By fate, we met men
and women who had arrived here from Poland, at the end of autumn. They
Eave Us detailed descriptions about what happened there. From them, we
now that Jews went to slaughter without any one of them having in his
heart the spirit to stand up for'the defense of his life. 1 read some Polish doc-
uments, in which this is being emphasized, that the Jewish masses did not
find in their souls the coura?e for defensive action, out of desperation, and
this aIthou%h they knew that there was no saving from death.

One of the Survivors that arrived in Israel, a very intelligent woman,
relates that a group ofwomen stood in one courtyard, facing squadrons of sol-
diers ready to shoot at them. The number of soldiers and” policemen wasnt
high, and"in the courtyard, apart from that group of women, many other
groups were waiting their fate. And lo!—she said—“l wanted to shout; What
are we waiting for, lets do something, let’ assault them, isnt it so that we
know that we will die anyway.” But the words did not come out of my mouth,
something ?rabbed me at my throat.” At that moment, the commander of the
soldiers called to her: “dlsaBpear’_’ and she ran away. The commander got
information that she was a Palestinian citizen, and that she was on a list of
women about to be exchan(lled for German women—and this commander
had, apparently, human feelings, and did not bury the information in his
Pocket, tand did not kill this woman as many others had been killed in simi-
ar events.

One man told me—Iet me tell just this one more, | shall report no more
details of the atrocities—and he belongs to the active Zionists, he had some
rights because he was a professional, and he waited for a certificate to leave
Poland to come back to Eretz-Yisrael. The certificate was delayed, and one
moment—at the eve of his _getu_ng the certificate—he came back to his
house, and saw that hoth of his children were walking with other children to
the train station, surrounded by a powerful German guard. He started to run
after them. They called to him in Hebrew: “Dad, save us”, but he couldnt
save them, neither did he save his wife. After they took awaK his wife and
children and sent them to a lplace where no one returns from, e got his visa
And now, here he is, and told me this. _

It seems that by the end of October, general systematic Slaughter
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stopped. There is not one day without the murder of a Jew, but mass slaugh-
ter has stopped. It seems that the annihilation units, in German,
Vernichtung-Kommissionen, & the Jews called them, already finished their
actions, they dont move anymore from town to town, and they no longer
choose Jews for extermination and expulsion.. o _

Why do | say extermination and expulsion? There is this information
that atrain, loaded with Jews from Warsaw, arrived at Sosnowiec and Bedzin,
in Silesia, meaning that Jews that were expelled from Warsaw and other
towns were not all sent to death. It is possible that the younger are sent to
work on the home front, _ _

In the middle of November, a new order was qubllshed—we got it from
Istanbul and from Geneva—accord_m%_to which, Jews are to be concentrated
in 55 places. Among these, ghettos in big cities and entire small towns, which
are supposed to turn into Jewish townships. That is: the non-Jewish Bopula—
tion would be made to leave, make room, for Jews. Durmgi November and
December, this concentration should have been comﬁleted. t seems that this
orcer doesnt hurt Jews working for the war effort. These have to settle down
in their working-places, in huts near the working-places, sometimes with
their families, sometimes without their families. There is information,
according to which, it haﬂpens that these Jews were transferred to these huts
with their families, but when they went to work and came back, they did not
find their families in their apartments, they did not find their children. They
were sent out of these places and disappeared. _

Gentlemen, if you take the list of these towns, the townships that are
supposed to turn irito Jewish townships, you will find towns and townships,
in'which the percentaqe of Jews was maximum 20 or 30 percent. It means
that 70-80 percent ofthe non-Jewish residents of these townships will have
to leave their places, make room for Jews. _

You can describe to yourself, what feelings it would awake in hearts of
Poles and in hearts of Ukrainians, who will be forced to leave their Flaces for
the Jews, and they also do not know where they will go and what their des-
tiny will be in thie new places, It isnt clear from this version of the order,
whether the German authorities, helped by local police, will evacuate the
natives, in order to have places for Jews, or they have to go of their own free
will. I doubt if they will go of their own goodwill, but we do not know what
happened in Poland in these months. The latest information is from
October. Whatever has happened in these two months, starting in mid-
November, we dont know, and it is evident that something happened, and |
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shall not be surprised if, within some time, we will get horrible information
on a process of Jewish concentration in those specific 55 spots.

Al these horrible deeds cost the Germans very little. No one defended
himself. Nothing exceFtlonal haPpened in Poland owm% to these horrors.
Thousands, myriads of Jews waited quietly, out of some horrible apathy, in
courtyards and squares, to be led to train Stations, to be loaded onto freight
cars, their floors covered with wet limestone, and the doors shut down and
all the cracks sealed. - o

The Poles say—I am not sure if it has been translated and published in
our newspapers—that in one place many Jews were at a loss, and they ran
onto the cross which stood in the middlé of the square and shouted for the
messiah to save them. No one has been saved. All of them were lost.

This is the picture in general lines. The time will come when we will
know all the defails, and among the details, things that will awaken—I do
not know whether In all of you, within me in any case—feellngs of bitter
shame without parallel. | didnt think that Poland’ Jews wouldnt defend
themselves in such cases, that there would not be one leader to awake them,
to die defending themselves. o

Yes, | know that in 1939 and 1940 the Germans were working with a
fixed _pfan. They have the science, they are proqrammatlc, theY have the
machines, and, first of all, they killed thé Jews” souls, murdered all their spir-
its, humiliated them, crushed them down to dust, People, whose souls get
killed, cant stand up for the soul that has been killed, that has been mur-
dered, except on two or three occasions, about which the truth isnt clear,
there is no information about self-efense. As for myself, I cant console
myself. Our education for defense, since the time of the pogroms in Russia,
our Zionist education, the Socialist education, was not there for the Jews in
this time of horror and atrocity. , _
~ We face the question: what should we do? And the first thought arises:
first of all, we have to do everythlng that we can, in order to stop the slaugh-
ter, and save. What we were ot able to do in the time of Rommels attack,
was possible after Rommel started to withdraw, and the situation at the out-
]§k|rtslof Stalingrad changed. At the same time, the allies started to talk dif-
erently.

I Kave no doubt that, had the situation in the front not changed for the
best, no one would have talked to us, for better or worse, about this matter.
In the previous war, they hushed up the Armenian massacre—to hush up the
Jewish massacre, this isnt so very difficult,
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~ But here—let me talk about this side of the picture as well—here, there
is only one treatment, that is universal to every disaster, to every catastrophe.
First of all, we start to attack the leaders, they, of course are quilty. The Jewish
Agency is quilty, the Zionist Executive is guilty, the National Committee is
quilty, for 1t is clear and known that had we not wanted, that had we not
cried out—we have this belief in the voice of Jacob, that this voice can do
everything—had we cried out, had we demanded, everything possible imme-
diately would have been done to save, to help. And, if they didnt do any-
thing—deduce of it, that’s because we did not cry out, we did not make any
demands, we did not utter the voice of Jacob. .
| do not want to destroy these illusions. It is OK for the Jews. Who will
they cry to? They can demand that | re3|?n because of everything that has hap-
pened. Can they actually demand that from Roosevelt, from Churchill? And
when the}/_say_m some newsFaper that | am an anti-Semite, it is because they
know that itwill hurt me, in that they also find a bit of consolation, but, if they
say that Churchill is an anti-Semite, T dont know whether it would hurt him.
~We had in front of us the question of rescue, of help, and we started the
actions. The free diaspora in South Africa, in England, followed the Yishuv.
We have received information that on February second, a big general gather-
ing will take place again, in Madison Square Garden, to demonstrate for a
second time about what is happening in Europe. _
The ?overnments moved as well. A declaration has been published, not
rivate letters of Churchill and Roosevelt, but an official statement from the
nited Nations, threatening judicial procedures against everyone involved in
the slaughter. We were happy with this declaration. Earlier we could not get
such a declaration. But it is Clear that it cannot stop the slaughter, it cannot
save even one Jewish soul. I1s pur_P_ose I5 to put fnght and fear in the GestaPO
ﬁeople,_ and the German authorities, | let myself doubt whether it actually
ad this effect of fright and fear, that would compel them—the German
authorities, and even the authorities of Rumania and Slovakia—to stop the
acts of extermination. _

From the German press, and from the press of those nations whose gov-
ernments collaborate with Germany, it is possible to see that they have no
fear. There are somehow signs, although it Is hard to detect them, that some-
thing is moving, although not out of the fear made by the declaration, but
because the United Nations have begun to win. This apparently undermines
the beliefin the Germans’ final victory, and it starts to give signs that we may
be able to exploit, if we dare.
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| dont want to get into all the plans, demands, schemes, that have been
proposed to us by word-of-mouth and in writing. Among these there are
some that it are possible, and we need to dwell upon. There are some among
them, which are not worth spending even one moment. And one thing IS
characteristic in all of them: we do not ask ourselves, not at all, what is the
real attitude of the Allies? For several months already, the Polish Government
demands retaliatory acts. It demands that Germany should systematically be
bombarded, not only places of strategic and military importance. And it—
the Polish Government—does not succeed with this demand. It proposed
that the Polish Squadron would take care of these things, and they did not
let it. Because there is a strategic war calculation. The Poles say to us: “We
talk with the British, but we cannot move them from their stances. They are
not used to punitive-retaliation acts. Maybe you"—they ?\? to us—"“maybe
you, the Jews, will be able to influence; go, give it a try.” ocklng the paoor.

And lo!, for example, to rescue Jews, especially women and children,
from the conquered nations, it was necessary that neutral nations give them
a shelter, that warring nations open their gates to those who escape. When
we propose to demand this, through our friends, we are told: “You have to
be more considerate of their stands, of the danger that revolves around them
if they make a try at such rescue activities. And some say: “Dont touch this
thing, After all you know that no one wants to let Jews enter South Africa,
the United Statés. Do not put our friends in such a difficult trial.” And the
public cannot accept, and resign itselfto understand, all these calculations, it
does not understand them, it does not want to understand them.
I doubt very much though, that, through our demands and outcries, it
is possible to achieve the stopping of the slaughter, to achieve rescue. If the
zlaughter will stop—it will be thanks to Russian victories, and British and

merican.

And the same goes for help. Of course it is always possible to find some
crack, some hole, through which it is possible to give help. But we are not
talking only about heIng our friends. When 1| think about the destlnh/ of
Jews that have concentrated in the 55 sites, it is clear to me that our help
should be help to the masses. _ ,

The Joint sits in America, in 1941 it took care of help to Poland, and in
1942 it stopped, and | dont know if there is any way to move it, to renew its
help, and find holes and cracks, to give help. _

With regard to all that is hap_?enl_ng to Jews in Europe, the International
Red Cross Situation resembles its situation in the time of the Armenian
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slaughter. It can do almost nothing, because they do not let it enter countries
con(1uered by the Germans, _

t seems that in these last days, a crack has been opened; but there is no
answer to the need to provide for the masses. We have to make use of every
crack and every hole to provide helg. But anyone who wants to comfort him-
selfin this help and its Size—may he be comforted, | cantbe. .
~ Meanwhile amood has begun to sweep over Eretz-Yisrael, which | think
IS very dan?erous to Zionism, to our efforts for redemption, to our war of
liberation. T do not want to hurt anybpdE, but | cant understand how is it
ﬁossmle that such a thing could occur in Eretz-Yisragl, s_omethm? that never

appened abroad. How 1s it possible that, in a meeting in Jerusalem, Eeo[)le
would call to me: “If you dont have enough money, you should take the
assets o{hKeren Ha Yesod; you should take the money from the bank, there is
money there.” _

| thought it obligatory to stand up before this wave. In the past, com-
rades in Eretz-Yisrael accused me of “Sejm Zionism.” But, in the hot days of
elections to the Sejm (Polish parliament), we put Eretz-Yisrael at the top of
our aspirations; We convened meetings for the benefit of Keren Ha_ Yesod
But here, in Eretz-Yisragl, nobody paid any attention to these actions of
ours—and created this term of disrepute,” “Sejm Zionism,” that has us
aIIegedIly evading real Zionism. _ , _

Buf these days in Eretz-Yisrael, things are said: “Dont Rut Eretz-Yisrael
at the top of your priorities, in such a difficult time, in an hour of catastro-
phe and destruction of European Jewry.” I do not accePt such a saying.

And when some asked me: “Cant you give money from Keren Ha'Yesod
to save Jews in the Diaspora?,” | said: “No!” And again | say no. | know that
people wonder, why | found it necessary to say this. Friends teach me that,
even if these things are right, there is no need to reveal them in public, in
such a time of sorrow and concern. | disagree. I think we have to stand hefore
this wave that is pushlng Zionist activities into the second row. Have | said
this to glorify my tenets? And, because of these things, people called me an
anti-Semite, and concluded that I'm guilty, for the fact that we dont give our-
selves completely to rescue actions. o

| am not Qlﬂ(ﬁ} to defend myself. The same as I'm not going to justify or
defend myself, if they would blame me for murdering my mother, so I'nnot
going to defend myself in this case. But my own comrades did not have to
abandon me in this batce, and then even comfort my soul later: “Ifyou were
connected with any political party, we would have known how to put the
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reins on you.” | think it necessary to say here that Zionism is over everything.

Whenever the Jews underwent a disaster, our ancestors saw the footsteps
of the Messiah. Our history does not extol the pleaders that arose in times of
catastrophe and destruction, and found cracks and holes, straightforward and
wmdm?h paths, tricks and ruses, and saved whatever they saved. But history
extols the Messiahs, that made heroic efforts for theredemption of the
nation. Our nation exists by virtue of these Messiahs, who tried to redeem
but did not redeem. And from those dars_on there was no structure built
which resembles this, which we have built in th_e last 50 years.

~ The last few months, | stood in debate with a perSon who said “The
Zionists want to que only that which can be spared from the efforts and
resources needed for building Eretz-Yisrael for the rescue of the diaspora in
conquered Europe.” And he asks: “Will you not stop the work in Eretz-
Yisrael, at a time in which Jews are being murdered and slaughtered by hun-
dreds-of-thousands and by millions, at atime in which there 15 a need fo con-
centrate all the efforts for their rescuing? Do not establish new settlements,
do not engage yourselfin building the country, disburse the money for needs
of rescum? and helping the downtrodden diaspora.”

But, it Zionism is not above all, the answer to all these demands can only
be positive. I Zionism is not the central point of each and any era, in time
of catastrophe or in usual times, then the answer may be only positive. Hence
it is necessary to take all the money of Keren Ha Yesod, and use it only for
this goal: rescue and help. Rescue and help need plenty of money, not only
demonstrations and screaming. N _ _

On June 19, 1942, it was decided within the Executive, after long dis-
cussions, that we have to proclaim a special fund for the help to the Jewish
refugees from Poland, in the U.S.S.R. We were supL)_osed t0 start vv_orkmg
immediately, but, in July, Rommel arrived at the outskirts of Alexandria, an
then began the mobilization-fund activities, and the committee that was sup-
Bosed to take care of collection of moneK for helping the refu?ees has not

een established. And | ask you—what should we have concentrated on, at
that time: the mobilization-fund or the collecting of money for the help to
the refugees? We concentrated on the mobilization-fund, Now there are Jews
among Us, whose conscience is not clear because of this, who do not give
themselves an account of their mood in those past days, and they justify
themselves and say: “We didnt know, the information was hidden from us.”

~ Who didnt know? Who disquised the information? In the Zionist gath-
ering convened by Keren Ha Yesod, | dwelt upon the atrocities happening in
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Poland and in other countries of conquered Europe. | described the horrid
F_lctu_re, aswas known to us in those days. What came out of this—the mobi-
ization-fund, the Keren Ha Yesod collecting? ,

Could we have spoken at that meeting about other collections? Wh}/ are
people coming now, with accusations of disguising the information, of not
alerting them about rescue activities? These people do not want to confess
%hat their own hearts were incapable of comprehending the horrid descrip-
jons.

| dare to tell you that, even in Warsaw nowadays, such demands would
not be made public. There, in Warsaw, they know that the only and last hope
is solely in Eretz-Yisrael. Ifwe manage to succeed, we have rescued a whole
nation. Ifwe do not manage here and; even ifwe will rescue whatever we can
rescue in the diaspora, we will save for a life that we do not need to describe,
here, what kind of life it is, even in the best da¥_s. .
| said these same things in the Zionist meeting. | said it later, when anx-
iety for the dest_lnY of the Yishuv arose. Then they accepted the things. But
then, when spirits quieted, and anxiety for Eretz-Yisrael$ destiny had
stopi)ed_ or weakened, accusations hegan. o

| wish to end with some suggestions. Of course it is incumbent upon us to
continue all action for the sake of rescue and not neglect one opP_ortum_ty_t_hat
can be used to stop the slaughter. We have to demand retaliation-activities,
associate our forces and our Influence with the forces and influence of those
Poles who demand this. Let us not be frightened that we will not be received
nicely when we will demand these actions. Let us not be afraid of being told
that we are “Shylocks” and o on. We have to tell to all these kindhearted peo-
Ple, that had even a small percentage of all that happened to us, happened to
he people of their countries, all these moralists, all these quackers, would be
furious and would demand Pumtlve-retahatmn activities. But, since the thing
did not happen to them, only to the Jews—the)(_ are morallzm?.

We have to demand altérnative compensation, we have fo demand that
the gates will be opened; and we must not be considerate of the position of
this or that master among those who hold power, of this or that friend of
ours, nor should we be considerate of his fear that his Polmca_l position will
be undermined because of our pressure upon him. At least it will be him
telling us that he cannot fulfill our demand, not we saying that he cannot do
it hence we should avoid demanding. SecondIY, we have to exploit every pos-
sibility, every crack and hole, to be of help to the tortured people. n my
opinion, my comrades have made little amendments to my proposition, we
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should have created a special operation that will take care of everything that
can be done in order to rescue and help. Someone has to devote himself to
this matter. The operation, which will be the tool for this work, should be
turned over to him. We need to proclaim a funds collection, which will make
available to us the many means needed for help and rescue. We need to
decicee in which form we will manage this collection.

| would like to once more emphasize that we have to do whatever we can
to help and to rescue, as much as it is possible to rescue. We need to use all
our influence and all our forces, in order to bring about a change in the sit-
uation of the Jews of the conquered countries in Europe, as much as it will
be in our ab|_I|t?é. At the same time, we also must ?uard Zionism. There are
those who think that this should not be said in the fime of catastrophe which
came upon us, but, believe me, lately we see worrisome phenomena in this
respect. Zionism is above all. This has to be proclaimed whenever a catastro-
phe diverts us from our war of redemption in Zion. Our war of redemption
does not arise directly from the very fact of a catastrophe, and does not inter-
lock directly with actions for the benefit of the diaspora in the time it
exists—and" this our disaster. This situation does not exist for any other
nation. We have two areas of action. Theoretically they connect and inter-
lock, but they are actually two Separate areas of acfivity, and sometimes they
clash with one another. And it is incumbent upon us—especially in times
like these—to hold to the supremacy of the war of redemption,
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“Rabbi Michoel Ber
W eissmandel’s Personal

Storys Part I1Ps

Jewish Guardian
Summer 1986

Michoel Weissmandel was one ofthe outstandingfigures ofthe
Holocaust era. An Oxford student when the war broke out, he
returned to his native Slovakia as the representative of the
Agudat Yisrael, then an anti-Zionist Orthodox movement. He
was thefirst to demand the bombing o fAuschwitz. Captured,
he sawed his way out ofa moving train with an emory wire,
broke his leg, and continued to rescue Jews,

_Hispost-war hook, Min HaMaitzer (From the Depths),
written n Talmudic Hebrew, is agn(g)plng narrative and a
powerful indictment o fthe Zionist and assimilationist leaders
In Palestine and the West. _

He had bribed a Nazi official and temporarily stopped the
deportation ofSlovak Jews to Poland. He reasoned that money
from Jews in the Allied world could be used to stop or slow
down the death ofmore Jews, and he pleadedfor help, getting
a singular answer.— LB

At that time there were already many needs for the money: to bribe those
who enacted the decree and the police in all the cities in Slovakia. Money was
needed for the three work camps in Sered, Novoky and Vihena in Slovakia,
which were the basis for rescue work. Money was needed for those fleeing to
Romania and Hungary; for those who fled from Poland through our coun-
try to Hun?ary and Romania, even though at the time there were not as

months; and there was a need for money for thou-

he foIIowin% :
0od.
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Also at that time, there was that fearful situation which | spoke of earli-
erwhich required that money and items worth money be sent to those exiled
from our country who were still in the first exile in Lublin before being killed
in the extermination camps. It was still possible to live ada -to-da?/ existence
by bartering money and items for food from the Poles. e_ex? ained that
their aid alone we needed thousands of dollars. | wrote in detail after our Rov
wrote in general. _

| went to Pressburg where Mrs. Fleischman, of blessed memory, spent
hours writing flattering and obsequious letters to Sali Meyer of the Joint and
the Agency in Switzerland. She also wrote a personal letter to one man by the
narrﬂ(e of Nathan Schwalb of whose efficiency and devotion she constantly
spoke. :

In a few days the messenger returned empty-handed without even a let-
ter. They told him to say that they had no time then and when another mes-
senger arrived there, they would write. We were dumbfounded, as if the
house had fallen on us. Mrs. Fleischman began to say that “Uncle Sali Meyer
is an old and cautious man. It is necessary to write agam and to send a copy
to Silberstein who heads the Congress; the jealousy between Silberstein and
Meyer will result in action. It is also necéssary fo depend mostly on the
Agency and especially on Schwalb. Perhaps becatse this is such an im Fortant
matter someone needs to travel immediately to America or to England or
perhaps to Eretz Yisroel.” _

| wrote a desperate letter in the name of the rabbis. We sent messenger
upon messenger and alarming letters in which we cried and begged.

eanwhile, the seven weeks passed, and we asked Hochberg to tell Wisliceny
that the messenger had an accident on the way and broke his Ie(is and was in
a hospital in Switzerland. He let us know that he would be well in three or
four weeks time and would return. So Wisliceny extended the time limit,

Finally, the day of salvation arrived. The messenger returned with a let-
ter to the home of Reb Bmﬁomm Shlomo. | was there, and I opened the let-
ter with trembling hands. There were only a few words written by Meyer, and
in summation the whole terrible letter said, “There isno money.” Several rea-
sons were given for this: .

1) The sum of $50,000 is a huge sum for a small state such as Slovakia,
and the budget which Slovakia received last year from the Joint was only sev-
eral thousand dollars. _

2) Your stories claiming that this year you need more money, and the let-
ters you have gathered from the Slovakian refugees in Poland are exaggerat-
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ed tales. This is the way of “Ost-Juden” (Eastern European Jews), who always
demand moneY. .

3) Presently there isno Ie%a_l avenue to send even one penny, because our
orqgmzahons_ money was contributed from America, and there Is a law there
forbidding dissemination of their currency in enemy countries.

_ 4) It s possible to make a monthly allotment, as was done before the war
in Hungary. However, this can be done only by consent of the Joint and must
take the form ofa payment against a debt incurred before the onset of the war.

There was anothier letter in the envelope, written in a strange foreign lan-
quage which at first I could not recognize. Then | realized that it was Hebrew
written in Roman letters, and it was written to Schwalb’ friends in Pressburg.
It took up a page and a half. It is still before my eyes, & if | had reviewed Tt
ahundred and one times, This was the content ofthe letter, _

, “Constant!Y to be before us that in the end the Allies will win. After their
victory they will divide the world again between the nations, as they did at
the end of the first World War. They then unveiled the plan for the first step
and now, at the war’s end, we must do ever?/thmg 50 that Eretz Yisroel will
hecome the State of Israel, and important steps have already been taken in
this direction. About the cries coming from your country, we should know
that all the Allied nations are spﬂlmgi much of their blood, and if we dont
sacrifice any blood, by what rlght shall we merit to come before the bargain-
ing table when they divide nations and lands at the war’ end? Therefore, it
is Silly, even impudent, on our part to ask these nations who are spilling their
blood to permit their money Into enemy countries in order to protect our
blood—for rak btiam (only with blood) shall we get the land. This is in
respect to everybody—but in respect to you, my friends, Atem taylu, and for
this reason | am sending you monefy illegally with this messenger.”

After | had accustomed myselfto this strange wrmnq, | trembled when
| realized the meaning of the first words which were, “only with blood shall
we attain the land.” But days and weeks went bh/' and | did not know the
meaning of the two last words. | finally realized that the words “Atem taylu”
were from “Tiyul” (to walk) which was their special term for “rescue.” In
other words; You, my fellow members, my nineteen or twenty close friends,
get out of Slovakia and save your lives, and with the blood of the remain-

er—the blood of all the men, women, old and young and the sucklings—
the land will belong to us. Therefore, in order to save their lives it is a crime
to allow money into enemy territory; but to save you beloved friends, here is
money obtained illegally.
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It is understood that | do not have these letters, for they remained in
Slovakia and were destroyed with everything else that was lost. There were
many people at the home of Reb Shlomo at the time the letters arrived, a few
of whom are still alive today. They all remember well what they saw and
heard at the time—the anger and crying over what their eyes and mine saw
written in these frightening letters. o

~Mrs, Fleischman and her friends, although they were leading Zionists,
did not know Hebrew. Months later when their anger was magnified towara
those active in public service in the free world, due to their indifference con-
cerning our debts to those evil men who held our lives in their hands, |
reminded them of the letter to make them understand that their question
Wwas an answer and not a question. Ifthe question is why were they not send-
ing money, the answer was that they were insane—and the letter was proof
that this was so. _ _
~ They brought the letter and | translated it for them. It was like a flash of
lightning, in the dark of night, showing them how deep the chasm was, &
revealed'in the clear words of those destroyers. The¥ too, wrung their hands
in bewilderment regarding their question arose. There is a limit between
blood and land—avery decisive boundary—when blood shall be the price of
the land, and when land shall be the price of blood. If there is no nation
without a country, there certainly is no country without people, and where
are the vibrant Jewish people if not in Europe? Who is insane enough to place
his thought and effort on land to the complete ne?lect of the people?
‘Several weeks after this meeting, the schedule for deportations began
again in Slovakia. As always was the manner of these evil people, they tried
to frighten us in order to"extract the ransom mone?{. With great haste, we
Wrote a Weeplng letter to Zurich. Mrs. Fleischman still had the words of the
friend Nathan dancing and penetrating before her eyes. How can anyone in
the land of peace and plenty preach wisdom and counsel patience to those in
me land of despair? And Mrs. Fleishman (may G-d avenge her blood) wrote
iS:

“We are only asking for money, which can be lost and can return; but
human life, when it is lost, never returs. Therefore | will conclude with the
teachings of Nathan—dont forget the most important matter.”

The situation was frlghtenln(g. The deadline of seven weeks Wisliceny
had made conditional was over at the end of Av 1942, and the deadline for
all excuses and postP_on_ements also had arrived. | forﬁed a letter from
Switzerland with the fictional name of Ferdinand Roth, the same imaginary
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official ofworld Jewry mentioned above. He wrote to his nephew that he was
very sorry that his illness was keeping him hospitalized longer. If it were only
Possmle e would write himself, but he did not know his address. He asked
hat he not ?o, but that he should wait another two weeks and at most three
and he would come to visit. On the strength of this letter and the explana-
}!ontglven through Hochberg, Wiliceny again agreed to extend the time
imit,

~ Meanwhile, we sent letter upon letter by way of diplomatic messengers
hired with great difficulty and danger. Letters pléading and swearing, letters
crying and cursing, begging the Joint, the Congress and the Agency and any
agency with money to have 8|ty on us. It was obvious that the Allies would
overlaok the sum of $50,000—for of what importance was it? Even |fthez
did not ignore it, how did their laws bind us? It is the Jewish rellqlon whic
rules over Jewish blood—the law of the Torah which decrees that you shall
not sta?d by idly as your neighbor is being killed. But all our cries were to
no avail.

Holocaust
We still hoped that the money for the general necessities would arrive any
minute. We could not perceive how money could be refused those exiled to
Poland who were dying by the thousands from starvation and lack of every-
thing. For even before the deportations were stopped in Slovakia—after the
first shipment of goods was sent to Poland, hundreds of letters were received
with news of enough suffering to melt a heart of stone. We sent dozens of
these letters, originals and COPIGS to those leading the community in
Switzerland. We reasoned that itwe, who had no means of livelihood, were
giving our savings and treasures upon which we depended for food and to
save our lives, certainly those in the free world would send much mon_e}/, &
much as we asked and was needed. Certainly theY would do so immediately,
for they were only appointed over the money of the Jewish people, collected
in synagogues in” America and other free countries. They were not giving
their personal belongings. On the contrary, they were being paid and hon-
ored to allot this money. , _ ,

How were we to know that there were two refutations to this reasoning:
thza_t o_ft;)he “Western Jew” who is assimilated and that of the nationalist
“Zionist?”

How were we to know that the Western Jew, the member of the Joint,
would refute the basis of our reasoning and tell us openly, “There is no
urgency there and no room for getting excited—there is no blood and no
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tears, onlliy the conniving of the ‘Eastern Jew’ in order to get undeserved
money? Everything is false, this is only the well-known ploy of fearful tales
of the schnorrer from Poland, district Lublin. We wont be impressed by these
letters. We already know the crooked way of the Eastern Jew with which he
exgortts theh?ggod money out of the pocket of the Western Jew who is honest
and straight.

Howgcould we dream that the Zionist nationalist member of the Agency
would say, “Of course, it is an urgent time? But the urgency is not there in
exile, not with your blood or tears. There is something more urgent: ‘build-
ing the land.” Of course, there is room for reasonm_?I 8 to what 1s more and
less |m{)ortant, _but,}/our blood is less important. Spill it in J%_for it isunim-
portant, and with it we will buy what is more important. With it the land
will belong to us.” _ _ _

Even 1Twe had already seen their rebuttals written black on white, we felt
that it could not possibly be true. This is only an old cantor, an old poet
bachelor. The address was incorrect. They nee onIY one more letter to clar-
ify things. Mrs. Fleischman will write gently, and 1 harshly, on the matters
and they will immediately oFen the gates ofmoney for the rescue of the Jews
remaining in Slovakia, and to save our Jewish brothers exiled to Poland and
those living there.”
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Julian Kqgssqff
“Full Version ofe ¢rgition 10

be Published3
Jewish Chlg)nicle

London, November 27, 1992

In 1987, Jim Allen, a leading British TV playwright, wrote a
stage pIaK, Perdition, based on incidents in "Zionism in the
A?e of the Dictators. Days before opening, it was driven out
ofthe theatre by Zionist intimidation.

It backfired. Allen and director Ken Loach were too well-
known to be isolated. Allen, Marion Woolfion and | debated
the play and the history behind it, on nationwide prime time
TV, against Zionist Sir Martin Gilbert, the Churchillfamilys
‘bificial”historian, rabbi Hugo Gryn and Dr. Stephen Roth,
chair ofthe British Zionist Federation. ,

We won. The Zionists admitted that the public felt that
they had taken away its right to see the play. But they then
resorted to using Britaing notorious libel law againstAllen.

Decades ago, the U.S. Supremes basically said ‘ont waste
everyones time with libel suits, If;g)u‘_rea oliticalfigure, folks
can say anything aboutyou. “But British faw still works hack-
asswards in double reverse. Someone can sue a writerfor libel,
and the law works against the writer until his innocence is
established, often at huge expense,

Schwalb, now known by his Hebrew name, Dror, sued
Allen, whofound Schwalbs letter in my book andput itin his
play. Allen had topublish Perdition in expurﬂatedform, with
a blank space where a character quoted the lefter.

_ EventuaIIY there was ajudicial day of reckoning and the
Zionist hustlefailed. Betteryet, theplay was restaged; to enor-
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mous publicity, with reviewers proclaiming its hoiesty a%id
humanity— LB

The collapse of a libel action has allowed the controversial anti-Zionist play
Perdition to be published in full for the first time, _
~ The play, due to be reissued this week, was at the center ofa major storm
in 1987 when its planned performance at the Royal Court Theater'was can-
celled after angrY Frot_ests rom the Jewish community.
~ Written by et-wmgi British playwright, Jim Allén, the play alleges that

Zionists collaborated with the Nazi. N

The publisher, Pluto Press, omitted several pages from the original text
because of a libel action which was brou%ht bx Nathan Dror, a senior figure
in the Israeli Labor Federation, who headed the Jewish rescue committee in
Switzerland during the war.
~_He hrought the action against Mr. Allen for references to a letter quoted
in Perdition, aIIegedI%/ written by Mr. Dror d.urlnﬁ the Second World War,
V\{htICh claimed Jewish deaths would help justify the foundation of a Jewish
state.

The action, heard in the High Court in London, collapsed due to lack
of evidence, S o

Anti-Zionist Israeli writer Uri Davis, who is acting as consultant to Pluto
Press, said: “This marks the end ofattemPts to suppress the play.”

Mr. Davis said the debate created by the play had helped a “consensus to
emerge” which showed “you could be an anti-Zionist like Jim Allen without
being an anti-Semite.” o _ _
~ Meanwhile, Dr. David Cesarani, director of the Wiener Library, who was
involved in the original campaign against _the_pla%/, commented "this week:
“Critics of Israel established thelr credibility in the peace movement long
before Jim Allens tawdry piece of propaganda...”
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Dr. Rezso Kasztner

The Reportofthe
Jewish Rescue Committee—

1942-1945

Schwalby's letter was an incident in Allens play, whichfocused
on Laborite Rezso Kasztner (aka RudolfKastner), head ofthe
Zionists Rescue Committeg in Budapestdurln%the extermina-
tion of most of Hungarian JEW{X/ In 1946, the real life
Kasztner wrote a Report to the WZO on his activities, He
appended two lettersfrom an American diplomat, as defense
against accusations that he collaborated with AdolfEichmann.
In 1953, the Israeli Laborgovernment, on Kasztner s insis-
tance, prosecuted a Hungarian pamphleteer for libeling him
calling him a collaborator. But the judge found that e had
cooperated with Eichmann, and then, after the war, gone to the
defense ofa war criminal he had dealt with.
Kasztner appealed, but was assassinated in 1957, before
the Supreme Court's decision. When it came down, in 1958,
they ruled, 3-2, that he wasn'tquilty ofcollaboration because
& onejudge wrote, “There is no law ... which lays down the
duties 0fa leader in an hour ofemergency toward those who
reIY on leadership and are under his instructions.” But they
KIO ed 5-0 that he had indeedperjured himselfon behalfofa
az,
~ Subsequent research, presented by Shoshana Barri (Ishoni)
in *Journal of Israeli History (1997), reveals that Kasztner
tried to help seven murderers escapepunishment:
~“We may conclude that Kastner turned the war criminals
with whom he had negotiated during the war into purer indi-
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viduals in his own mind, in order to be able to live with him-
self... Certainly the Jewish Agency knew ofsome ofthem [tes-
tlmonlals—LBY, while with regard to the others the picture is
less clear. Yet archival sources suggest the probability that the
Jewish Agency was aware ofthem all.—pp. 141, 145,

Israel notyet born, there was no Jewish representative on
the Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal. The Jewish Agency saiu
Kasztner as being unlgueI}/_ acquainted with so many prime
murderers that he could testify arid, in effect, be their represen-
tative to the court: o _ .

“What appearedpossible in 1946-1948 in the American
zone ofoccupation [in Germany—LB] and in correspondence
which took place hehind the scenes, was perceived as astonish-
ing in the Israel ofthe 1950s, in a trial in court. Kastners tes-
timony on behalfofBecher was already known to members of
the Jewish Agency in the late 1940s, hut they coidd not admit
this and stand behind Kastner Feven insofar as basic knowledge
was concerned) in theperiod o fthe trial and thereafter, forfear
ofpublic backlash. —p. 151, _

_The enormity oftne Nazi crime, 5 plus gomg towards 6
million murderéd Jews, made the WZOS$ pre-war and
Holocaust strategies of accommodation and utilization of
Nazism unacceptable, politically and ps _chologwallr in the
post-Holocaust era. World Jewry was reading novels like John
Hershey3 The Wall, about heroic Zionistyouths who resisted, in
the Warsaiu Ghetto. And Zionisma own military prowess in
1948 contrasted sharply with Kasztners behavior, including
getting three Zionistparachutists, sent to or?anlze resistence, 0
surrender, in the interest o fpreserving Kasziners deals with the
murder machine, o
~Inany case, Kasztner$ German manus_crlf)t Is 188 pages,
single spaced, far too long for complete inclusion here."In
excerptmE theprovisional translation (I am donating a copy to
New York's Centerfor Jewish History libriaries) two concerns
Were uppermost in mind.2

1) To befair to him, by letting him defend himself _
2) To give readers a clear picture of what happened in

ungary.
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Like mostpeaple defending themselves, ‘he doth protest too
much. ”Once edited, Kasziner, a lawyer, capably defends him-
self, showing the ditficulties confronting Hungarian Jewry in
1944, when Germany marched in and took over what had
previously been an ally. _ _

Hungary had already put young Jewish men into slave
labor battalions attached to the Hungarian Arm% There was
no possibility ofserious armed Jewish resistance. But everyone
involved knew that Germany was certain to lose the war. The
point was 1o help people escape, hide, etc. _

Kasztner wrote so Zionist leaders could understand him.
However, as man¥ readers will not recognize the Palestinian
éGraﬂd M ufti”otJerusalem, Amin al-Husayni, let me intro-

uce him,

He tried to get rid ofthe threatening Zionist colonizers by
aIIyln% himselffirstwith Mussolini, then with Hitler. After the
war, e was seen as a major war criminal for mobilizing
Muslims in the Soviet Union and Yt’ﬁoslawa o fight on
Hitlers side against the Red Army and Marshall Titos parti-
sans. They, not the Zionists, insisted on putting him on the
wanted list. _ _

For more information on him, readers are referred to chap-
ter 8 of Zionism in the Age of the Dictators.— LB

FOREWORD

- 12, :
1:FFﬁe éudapest Vaadat Ezra Vio-Hazalah (Help and Rescug Committee,
known as the Vaadah in the following) hereby submits the following report
ahout its work.... _ _ _

This report is a summary of the most important points of this work.
Some things will seem paradoxical to outsiclers, they may seem incredible
and unbelievable. These were crazy times. These events often seemed to us,
who were involved in them, as unfathomable and eerie. They were not
understandable by normal rules ofhuman behavior...

How was it even ﬁossmle to receive a present of Jewish lives from the
SS7... The fact is that the annihilation of Jews slowly stopPed in the summer
of 1944.... Hitler did not chan?e his perspective.... But from the middle of
1944 on, the Administrator of this total death sentence, the almighty SS
head, Heinrich Himmler...began to doubt this was the right way to go. We
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had gradually discovered this fact. The threads of our negotiations led to
him.... As apalloable proof of this change, 318 Hungarian Jews from Bergen-
Belsen, were allowed o leave for Switzerland on August 21, 1944...

p. 34 .
Erqm Chaim Arlosoroffs Transfer Agreement, between Palesting and the
Third Reich (1933) until Hitlers collapse, more than one attempt was made
b¥ the Jewish side to mitigate the harshness of anti-Jewish measures by way
ot direct negotiations with Nazi leacers. Local attempts by Jewish leaders in
various countries of occupied Europe to save Jews from deportation throu%h
these negotiations led to no permanent solution, and were a means for the
German annihilation machine to extort the last of Jewish fortunes. _
The first successful attempt to go this way was undertaken by the Jewish
Rescue Committee in Bratislava. In March 1942, the leaders of this
Committee, Rav Weissmandel, Inﬁ. Steiner and Gisi Fleischman, tried to
induce the German bureaucrats to halt the deportation of Slovakian Jews, by
Paylng a ransom. The German in charge, SS Captain Wisliczeny, declared
hat, after the deportation of 55,000 Jews, he was vv_|II|n(_1 to fore%o the depor-
tation ofthe remaining 25,000 Jews for $50,000 (in do Iar_?, $2.00 for each
life. They were s%po_sed to come from abroad. But they did not arrive, or at
best verx_slowly. Isliczeny waited many weeks for the negotiated sum, then
he sent his own demand for payment: he again shipped 3,000 Jews to Poland.
After that, the money arrived, and the deportations stopped...

. 90
%e plan, which we worked out immediately after the occupation, was part-
ly based on the earlier plan in Bratislava and counting on various possibili-
ties, included the following points. o
Organization of the active and passive resistance movement.
Negotiations with the Germans over the renunciation or the post-
ponement or the diminishing of the annihilations,
Cooperation with Hungarian elements against the German pressure,
Hiding of Jews through installation of shelters and distribution of
false papers. _ _
Organization and l\%uydance for escape routes to Romania and to
Titos partisans. (Mainly Polish and Slovakian refugees, who are
equal to such an undert_akln?.gQ _
6. Appeals to the International Red Cross and to neutral embassies

for protection and aid.
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The negotiations with the Germans succeeced, as mentioned, on an eco-
nomic basis. We proposed to them, direcdy after the occupation, to abolish
the erection of the ghettos and deportation of the Hungarian Jews, in con-
sideration of a certain amount of money. We hoped to at least gain time hy
this maneuver. o

The German Commissioner and leader of the Judenkommandos (Jews-
Commandos—LB), the infamous Adolf Eichmann, rejected our plan after
some hesitation. Later, he thought the 2 million dollars we offered him was
insufficient.... Finally Eichmann declared that he did not need money, and
that he would not stop the deportations. He declared hlmse_lfwnlm%to let all
the Hun?arlan Jews live, in exchange for needed war materials for Germany.
One million Jews in exchange for 10,000 trucks, that means 100 human livés
for one truck. That wag the proposition with which Joel Brand, a member of
the Vaadah, brought with him to Istanbul on a German courier plane. On this
proposition hung the last hope of a community sentenced to death, who
could only be saved if a miracle should occur. This wonder did not come to

ass,

: Not only was granting these perverse German demands refused, but no
effort was made on the western side to exchange these impossible demands
with other means, or to make propaganda with these demands.

. 9-10:
R/Rore than a quarter ofa million Jews were liberated by the Allies in the var-
lous_concentration camps when Germany collapsed. o

These liberations did not happen automatically with the Allied victory.
|T_Ige J?Vés in the concentration camps had to be kept alive first in order to be
iberated,

During the last months of the war, this question was the continuing
focus of heated discussions in the highest SS circles: should one let the few
remaining Jews live or not? The radicals, Kaltenbrunner, Muller and
Eichmann took the position that the preservation of the rest of the Jews
would not change anything. They were insufficient as an alibi. Against it, this
would only free many people bent on seeking personal revenge from the
German people. o _

Other high-ranking officers, amongst them our negotiating partner in
Budapest, Kurt Becher, as well as the well-known Schellenberg, suggested to
Himmler that letting the Jews live would be a %esture, on which one might
base an eventual special peace offer to the British.
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As a result of our negotiations, at the end of November 1944, Himmler
ordered the cessation of gassing in Auschwitz, From then on, according to his
orders, Jewish lives were to be respected. This order was only partly obeyed.
Even though gassing stopped in Auschwitz, other methods were used in other
camps. Eichmann, supported by Kaltenbrunner, and his traditional methods,
tried with all of his might to sabotage Himmlers new course. The battle
between the radicals and the moderates ended only with Germany’s collapse.
|t was one, but not the only reason contributing to the terrible” conditions
found in Bergen-Belson and the other camps. Besides Eichmann and
Kaltenbrunners sabotage, the war also Played its part. The Allies through the
bombardment of the German transport system, which in itselfwas a work of
organizational art, had succeeded, by the'end of February 1945. Nothing in
the Third Reich worked anymore. It was impossible to think that the
Germans could overcome their transportation difficulties and supply the
camps with food...

PAR6T7I—THE JEWS IN HUNGARY

¥ Slovakian and Polish refugees in Hungary -

In February 1942 the first waves of Polish refugees arrved in Hungrary.... In
March 1942 they were followed by hordes ofJews from Slovakia.... The pres-
ence of thousands of Polish and Slovakian Jews in Hun%ary Presented Sever-
al problems which had to be dealt with without delay. The refugees had to be
housed, and as most of them were without resources, had to be financially
supﬁorted. They needed documents to be able to go into the streets or to
work. As legal papers were hard to come by, falsified papers were obtained.
About 3500 were arrested by the H_unﬁ]anan authorities and intered.
Garany, Kistarcsca, Ricse.) Througbh this they became “Ie%allzed” and were
B etrﬁf%re able to receive care from both central offices of the Reformed and

rthodox.

But what should be done with the great majority? Advocate Stem refused
to supply the necessary money. He thought that by helping several thousand
illegal refugees, he would endanger the existence of all of Hungarian Jewry.
Fearing reprisal, the leaders of Keren KaYemeth and Karen HeYesod refused
to release the sums already collected for Palesting, but which could not be
sent, for this purpose. .

A few Ieadlngf Zionists and a few wealth?/ Orthodox took over the AOb of
caring for and detending the refugees. lllegal money was collected, and con-
veyed by trusted men to the refugees, organized in“groups. Papers were sup-
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plied, bunkers prepared, and apartments organized, where the arriving refugees
could spend the first few nights, and receive their first sustenance....

. 80.
. Formation ofthe Vaadat Ezra Vo-Hazalah Bo-Budapest
In Autumn 1942, we received the first letter from Istanbul, througih
Springmanns mediation. It was brought br courier and was sqned bx Ruth
liiger. In this way, our Zionist friends in [stanbul transmitted to us the first
modest sum of money. They sent a message from Palestinian Jewry: “Help
the refugees! Help the Polish Jews!”... The organization for the rescue of Jews
from Poland to Hungary—this_undertaking, named in our code “Tijul”
(excursion), was headed by Joel Brand....

P- 15: o .
~ Connections with Istanbul and Switzerland

As already mentioned, connections with Jewish organizations abroad started at
the end of 1942. Through two hreaks, it was possible for us to end our isola-
tion, and to reach connections in the free world. One way led to Istanbul,
where the Jewish Agency’ aid organization, under the direction of Chaim
Barlas, had their headuiarters. In"Switzerland, it was Nathan Schwalb, the
HeHalutz representative and, later on, throu?_h his contact, Saly Mayer, the
Joint representauve in Switzerland, who supplied us, with the help of dllEIo-
matic couriers, with the financial help to continue our aid and rescue work.

17-19:

¥ A strange offerfrom the German Army _
..lwenty-four hours later, on March 14, 1944, Winniger informed us, in
strict confidentiality, that the occupation of Hun(_zary by German){ Was near.
He could orwould not glve Us the exact time.... At a conference called imme-
diately after Winniger mess_a?e, attended by Otto K_omoIJy, Dr. Joseph
Fischer, Dr. Emest Marton, Hillel Danng, Moshe Schweiger, Joel Brand and
Dr. Kasztner, we came to the following decisions.

1) Alert Istanbul immediately. _

2) Ascertain what the intentions of the Germans are towards Hungarian
Jewry, through the Bratislava committee, which has connections to SS orficers,

_ 3) The Haganah, the Jewish self-protection instrument, has to be imme-

diately activated. _

In relation to these last two points, some remarks are proper here. Some
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anticipated events make it understandable why the Haganah refused to do
anythlnsg in the first three to four months after the occupation.

~a) Since the end of 1943, the necessity to take_Proper measures to orga-
nize a self-defense unit, and the urgency toactivate it, was clear to the respon-
sible Zionist leaders. The Vaadah was prepared in every way to establish a
responsible organization. However, many reasons postponed the actual form-
ing of this unit. The split up of Zionist life in Hungary, the battle between
parties, which very often became very vehement, long unBerucnve discus-
sions, etc., were responsible for the planned decisions not being speedily and
energetlcall carried out. _

) Dr. Moshe Schweiger, who Palestine named as the Haganah leader,
and who was acceptable to all parties, was arrested by the SS; several days
after the occupation. N _

¢) Istanbul declared in February that some Palestinian Haganah officers
would be sent, They arrived in Hungary in the middle of June. Their timely
arrival probably would not have changed the course of events, but could have
influenced the Zionist youth movement’s conduct. When the expected offi-
cers, Hannah Szenes, "Perez Goldstein, and Joel Nussbecher arrived in
Hungary, the deportation of the provincial Jews was almost complete....

PART II—THE GERMAN OCCUPATION—March 19, 1944

p. 6 .
_ The Sztojay Government and the Jews o

In the first da¥3_ of the occupation, members of the Vaadah and the Zionist
leadership met in various places. We tried to orientate ourselves in the new
political situation, and to find eventual points of support for a political
defense. We asked ourselves: How far can and will Sztojay withstand the pre-
sumptive German pressure on the Jewish question? We miade plans, we divid-
ed the lists. Otto Komoly took it upon himself to contact Hungarian politi-
cians, and to ask the Christian churches for assistance. Moshe Krause was
ordered to put himself under the protection of the Swiss embassg, and to ask
the neutral d|FIomats to intervene. The job ofworking on the “German line”
was assigned to Joel Brand and myself...

P- 8 L :
_ V\l_h{ no revolt?...AndJewish internal life?
It is already a historic banality that the Hunganan Jew was a Ion% dead
branch of a tree. This really only concerned Budapest’s Jews. They showed
a careful indifference towards the Jewish fate. They were lifelong Individu-
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alists, with often conscious and consequently suppressed feelings for com-
munity and instincts. Therefore often brittle and decadent, tired, more
interested in the lighter side of things. How could such a crowd of individ-
ualists be spurred on to heroic leanings? Especially when everyone clung to
the hope that personally one just had to mark time, while the Russians near
the border, and an invasion by the Allies is due. But an armed resistance
even hn‘I ntot prematurely discovred, would only be an excuse justifying total
annihilation.

S0 it was in Budapest. So it was in the large city, where the individual
could disappear more easily. _ _ _ _

The provinces, (especially the Jewish multitudes of Carpathian Ukraine
and the southern regions) were isolated from the capital. They did not %rasp
the meaning of events, with the breathtaking tempo of the erection of the
ghettos and the deportations. _ _

What did we do before the occupation, so we would not be surprised by
events? Otto KomoIX, a decorated Captain from W.W. |, contacted the orga-
nizations of former Jewish officers and war veterans. He explained the Polish
tragedy to them. He proposed the formation of a resistance organization to
them. They didnt even want to listen to him.

The numerically small Zionist troop nucleus, the youth, therefore
remained completely isolated in the spectrum of Jewish life, completely iso-
lated in their resistance effort. They could not act on their own. They would-
nt dare to try it on their own. They could not take upon themsglves the
responsibility that, later, it would be claimed that anti-Jewish decrees were
instituted because of “irresponsible Jewish actions.”...

pp. 10-12: | o
Thefirst contact with the SS. “The preservation ofithe Jewish substance. ™
The apﬁearance ofWisliczeny as head ofthe Budapest Judenkommandos,
awakened the hope that direct contact with the SS could be reached, similar
to what was done in Slovakia. Joel Brand and Dr. Rezso Kasztner undertook
the job of finding out if it would be possible for the Judenkommando to nego-
tiate on an economic basis, and thereby introduce a ‘diplomatic” maneuver,
to avoid the threatened ghettos and deportations, or at least postpone them....
Thereupon Wisliczeny received Brand and Kasztner on April 5, nWinnigers
private residence.... We posed the following questions to WIS|ICZGr]¥.
“Is the Judenkommando willing, and 1fso, under what conditions,
a) To spare the lives of Hungarian Jewry’

231



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

b) Not to put them in ghettos?

¢) Not to deFort_ Hungary’s Jews? _ _
To allow the immigration of Hungarl_an Jews, who were in posses-
sion of visas and entry permits to foreign countries?”

Wisliczeny answered as follows:

“There can be no discussion between us s to whether the Jews should
wear the star or not, or if they should or should not retain their commercial
or other positions. We naturally do insist that the Jews influence in all
spheres he radically reduced. Buf we dont insist on pIacmﬂ them into ?het-
tos, or on deportation. This possibility could occur only when this would be
ordered, over our heads, directly from Berlin”

| “We can discuss the preservation of the Jewish substance between our-
selves,

‘As far as immigration is concerned, | must ask for instructions from my
suPerl_ors_. Personally | dont believe that our high command would be inter-
ested in immigration in limited numbers. But Ifyou should work out a plan
for the |mm|g1_rat|on of at least one hundred thousand Jews, we would try to
influence Berlin to make it possible.” _

_As payment, Wisliczeny asked for 2 million dollars; as a sign of “good
will,” that'we had the capacity to do this, a 10 percent or $200,000 advance
in Pengo within a week. (Schmidt and Winniger demanded a 10 percent
commission on this sum for the Army, and another 1 percent for themselves.)

The $200,000 had to be converfed on the “black market.” This amount-
ed to six and a half million Pen?os. _

- We declared that the requested sum would have to be obtained from for-
eign countries. It would only be possible to make this payment if;

1) Ehe Jegwsh organizations in foreign countries accepted the German

emands.

2) Would have the opportunity to bring the requested sum to
Budapest. OnIK then could ﬁayments be made in monthly install-
ments, under the condition that the Germans would live up to their
part of the agreement...

13
g\ﬂer the conversation with Wisliczeny, a discussion took place in Samuel
Sterns apartment, in which the_conversation with Wisliczeny was closely
anal?/zed. Present were: Ernst Szilagy, Samuel Stem and Karl Wilhelm. The
results of the meeting with Wisliczeny seemed very meager to those present,
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as his promises, apart from the emigration, were unclear and uncertain.
Nevertheless the assemblage could not decide to reject Wisliczenys financial
demands completely. It was decided to pay the first installment, to keep the
connection alive, hoping to gain some time in this way. -

Samuel Stern took 1t upon himself to raise the Six and a half million
Pengios, which was not an easy chore, a the congregations’ coffers were
emﬁ y. He invited the Wealth¥ Jews singly to his house, calling upon them to
make their contributions to the rescue work. After this troublesome effort,
which lasted several weeks, he was able to collect 5 million Pengos.

The rest was covered by the Vaadah ﬁarw by using foreign hill of
exchange reserves we received for Tijul and the Haganah....

pp. 20-21.: _ _

_ A Listof600 Human Beings
At the same time Otto Komoly mace the foIIowm(i notes in his dlaré/. Long
conference with Zionist leaders. Impossible to put together a list of 600. Six
hundred names out of 800,000. _ o

Otto Komoly and Ernst Szitay had to be trusted with putting this list
together. The committee of party Stewards of the Palestine Office, found it
nec_essarg to consider personal and party motives, which made this an ago-
nizing, delicate impossible job. The task, to put together on one list, only
600 names, in which Zionists and non-Zionists, Jews from the capital and
Jews from the provinces, Polish and Slovakian refugees had to be considered,
Presented severe problems for Presidents Komoly and Szilagyi, even though

hey were not bound by party considerations. = _

The compilation ofan Alijah was never an easy g}ob even earlier. Budapest
was for years a city of re_fugees. Regarding Alijah, ‘she was to a certain extent
the center of east and middle Europe, she sheltered first-class human materi-
al, Zionist and non-Zionist, fighters and partisans from Poland. To divide the
few certificates justly has always been an unsolvable task.

This time it was a matter"of life and death....

op. 21-22. _

, S5 againstArmy o
..Eichmann, the leader of the Judenkommandos, who had remained in the
bac_k%round until then, now had Joel Brand come to him. At this meeting,
which was an important turnmq point, the Leader of the Judenkommandos
opened the meeting with the following words:
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| have made inquiries and found out that the Joint is able to make
the payments. (After his experience in Austria and Czechoslovakia,
everything that hung together Jews and money was synonymous
with™ “Joint.”) Naturally"| know about the conferences between
Krumey and yourself, but these are only trifles. Now | ?IVG you the
big chance to save one million I-I_un%arla_n Jews, | hear that
Roosevelt, in a radio address, gave voice to his fears for the lives of
the Hungarian Jews. Now I will give him the opportunity to do
some_thln_? for them. | do not nee mo_ney. | do not know what to
do with it. I need war materials, especially trucks. So | have there-
fore decided to let you travel to Istanbul, 0 that you can transmit to
our friends there, this generous German offer, | will transfer all

u_n?anan Jews to Germany, they will be collected at a certain
point. I'll wait two weeks for"an answer from Istanbul. You'll imme-
diately return from Istanbul, to bring me your friends’ answer. If the
answer is positive, you can take the whole million Jews away, as far
as I'm concerned, but if the answer is negative, you'll have to suffer
the consequences.

Eichmann spoke in sharp, short, commandlnﬁ_ sentences. Brand tried to
convince him that it would be easier to conclude this business if the Germans
would give ulo their deportation plans. _

“| can sell the Hungarian Jews only to Germany,” Eichmann declared....

Dp. 23:24 | | |

The PS chologicalpreparation ofa deportation _
..In every ghetto, at the same time a collection point for the deportation,
therefore as close as possible to a rail ling (industrial or tile factories) one was
convinced, until the last moment, that the transports were not crossing the
country’s border. Hungarian police and gendarmes, and SS Elersonn_el “secret-
ly” told the leading Jewish personalities the names of the Hungarian towns
to which the transports were supposed to go. Doctors, pharmacists, and engi-
neers were promised special treatment. The warnmPs, which the Vaadah sent
to many provincial ghettos, partly through the selt-sacrificing _braverr of the
Halutzim, partly through the few symFathetlc Hungarians willing to helf),
was 1) to encourage escape, 2) to appeal to them to refuse to enter the cattle
cars, were unsuccessful. Even then, no one was ready yet to believe us....
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. 24-25:
i _ ~ Between Budapest and Theresienstact
During our talk with Wisliczeny and Krumey, we repeatedly pleaded to make
it possible for us to establish contact with the Jews in Theresienstadt, to sup-
ply them with financial help. _ _

To fulfill our plea, Eichmann ordered Captain Klausnitzer to travel to
Prague and Theresienstadt. In Prague, Klausnitzer gave the money, $10,000,
to the local Jewish Elder, Dr. Franlisek Friedmann, (a known Zionist, mar-
ried to an Aryan wife, who was allowed to remain in his position, and who
administered the Theresienstadt finances). In Theresienstadt he gave a letter
to the Jewish Council, In it, we sent greetings to the friends in Theresienstadt
from the Yishuv and American Jewry, and expressed the hope that there
would be help for some of them to make Aliyah. ,

In a May 23 letter, Dr. Franlisek Friedmann thankfully confirmed the
receipt of the $10,000, given him by Klausnitzer, which he will use towards
the betterment of living conditions in Theresienstadt. In another letter writ-
ten in Theresienstadt, on May 8, the leaders of the Jewish Council described
life in Theresienstadt in sus |C|ou,sIK cheerful colors. The letter bore the sig-
natures of Dr, Franz Cahn, Dr. Erich Munk, Dr. Paul Epstein, Engineer Otio
Zucker, Dr. Reich Oestreicher and Gard Kdrbel. All of them were sent to
Auschwitz, four months later, by Eichmann.

Brands Trip to Istanbul, Fiasco ofa Mission
Bra{]% glone, negotiated with the Germans from May 8 to the 17th. | was
excluded....

. 26

%he negotiations between Brand and Eichmann moved in a strictly “busi-
ness” frame. Goods on one side, Jewish lives on the other. It was self-evident
to Eichmann that a strong Jewish influence could be i)_ut on the Allies, espe-
cially on the Americans. hey,would therefore be willing to make any sacri-
fice to save the lives of a million Jews. Politics 0r_1|3{ entered the talks when
IB;ang Iexpressed doubts that it would be possible to procure trucks in
stanbul.

“You can assure your friends,” Eichmann said, “that we will not use the
trucks on the front, but will use them in the hinterland. At most, there is an
(I)EUtStlde ]ghantcg, that in case of an emergency, they would be used on the

astern front,
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What was the hidden meaning of Eichmann’ remarks?

What was behind these suddenly ﬁenerous offers on one side, and the
absurd demands on the other? Were they lunatics or clumsy plotters, who
would make such proposals? _

With the Istanbul trip, our initiative to arrange for a discreet human
trade affair became an international matter. The Germans believed that
Hungarian Jewry was a valuable pawn. They were determined to get the most
out of it. They admitted to us “that after five years of war, there s a scarcity
of certain articles in Germany.” They needed the equivalent in merchandise,
they wanted to T?]et this from the Allies, their enemy, to strengthen their own
war potential. They even went so far as to be ready to stop the Jewish exter-
mination. They risked their offer being refused and being exposed as black-
mailers. What were they really pursuing? Only economic or also political
g_oal73? Were they really willing to give a new direction to their Jewish poli-
Cles’
~We in Budapest could only Presume what was happening. For a Ionlg
time, we could not get a clear picture of what kind of cards the SS was deal-

ing....

pp. 27-29: L .

Negotiations in Budapest on a new basis
After Brand and Grosz left for Istanbul, | reported with Hansi Brand (Joel’
wﬁe} to Eichmann. We knew that we were facing the main stage manager of
the Jewish destruction. But the possibility to heIE was also in his hands. He,
and he alone, ruled over life and death. We spoke to him openly about the
cruelties in the ghettos and the deportation trains.

We asked him why the people selected for immigration were not brought
to Budapest from the provinces, as Krumey had promised. We told him that,
under such circumstances, successful negotiations abroad were in doubt.

_Eichmann gave us a discourse of more than an hour. He referred to his
actions as Commissar of Jewish affairs in Austria and Czechoslovakia. He
spoke about his lost sympathy for the Zionists. He stiffened when we came
to concrete questions. He said:

1) Ifitha Pened that, in lower Cargathia, 90 people were packed into
one cattle car, it happened only because the Jews in that region had
so many children, and children dont need much room. Also the
Jews in" that part of the country were less demanding. In other
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regions fewer people would be put into the cattle cars.

2) He would investigate what happened to the transfer to Budapest of
the People we had requested. He declared that he did not recelve any
list from us.

3) There was absolutely no chance that he would suspend or stop the
deportations. We should not think that he was stupid. Because, ifhe
would stop the deportations, nobodY abroad would negotiate with
him. We should be more forceful with our negotiations in Istanbul.
He cannot be fooled and his patience has its limits.

~ We telegraphed Istanbul on the same day: “The deportations will con-
tinue!" We wanted to let our friends know that time was of the essence. They
should act qumklg_. , _ , o
At a second discussion, on May 22, Eichmann confirmed permission for
the group of 600 to emigrate. However, he declared that the way down the
Danube to Constanza was out of the question, as th|s_wa¥_ would lead to
Palesting by way of Istanbul, and he would not permit emigration to Palestine,
ghe_ group should travel to Africa, by way of Germany, occupied France and
ain.
: Again | claimed the Prominents from the provinces, and gave him anoth-
er coEpy of the list. _
ichmann promised to “follow up” on this matter.
In the next days, further telegrams arrived from Istanbul. Brand report-
ed that he was holding promising discussions. Various delegates of the Jewish
Agency, the Americans and British officials were on their way to him.

L 31-32;
P _ The interference ofthe Hungarian Gestapp
.| called on Eichmann immediately after | was released from jail. 1 showed
him the telegrams 1 had received from Istanbul, and asked him to suspend
deportations until after we received the wording of the interim agreement.
Eichmann refused and declared “There is no slowing down. Matter of fact,
I'll proceed with full steam.” _ o
| again claimed the Prominents from the provinces, and this time
Eichmann seemed to yield. He declared he would send a telegram ordering
that the people in question were to be brought out of still existing ghettos in
Transylvania (Szatmar-Nagyvarad, Kolozsvar, Marosvasarhely, etc.) We wait-
ed many days for the arrival of these transports. But all Dr. Joseph Fischer,
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chairman of the Jewish Council in Kolozsvar, could inform us about was that
the SS had received orders from Budapest to put a special transport togeth-
er. (Eichmann knew that Klausenberg was especially close to us.f

On the morning of June 3, Eichmann sent for me and declared:

“| cannot let any Jew be brought to Budapest right now! | must now go
to Jarozs, Minister of the Interior. He will surely ask me what kind of busi-
ness the SS had concluded with the Baron Weiss family. (Becher’ notorious
agreement, bg/ which the 54 factories of the Weiss c_on(fllomerate were turned
over to the SS. In exchange, 40 members of the Weiss Tamily were able to get
to Lishon.) Did you know of this agreement? Jarosz will now make me pay
for this mess. Why me? Endre will ask me, what kind of new business we are
undertaking with"the Jews, when we now bring Jews from Siebenburgen to
Budapest. No, I will not do it.”

“But you Promlsed me. You always told me that you always keeé) your
word. | know that you telegraphed to KIausenber? on this subject....

“Yes, but | canceled the order yesterday by telegraph. Is this all clear?
Now | have no time foryou.”

Once outside, it took a while until common sense overtook the power-
less rage and desperation. | drew the balance of our “negotiations.”

In"the beginning, we tried to circumvent or postpone the deportations.
The Germans promised, and we paid them for it, We requested emigration,
they agreed. To this end, they promised 300 gromment people were to be sent
to Budapest from the provinces. More than 300,000 have aIread¥ been trans-
Ported to Auschwitz, and it hasnt been possible to rescue one of the 300. In
stanbul, they offered to free one million Jews, but they deny us the release of
300, even now, as negotiations on this offer are going on in"Istanbul.

Up to now, Eichmann had nothing but excuses. Once he claimed that

we had delivered the list of the prominent people to the wrong place.
Another time, someone forgot to give the order telegraphically, and the ghet-
to was “evacuated.” Again, the lower echelons “did not follow orders.” And
now, Eichmann declares that he will not keep his promise. Not even towards
the small group. As | acknowledge this fact, we will be accomplices in the
deportation of these people, which we had tried so hard to save. We thereby
reached the low point. We cannot continue this way.
~lwent to Eichmann’ deputy, Herman Krumey, who was also our nego-
tiation partner. | told him that | was forced to inform Istanbul about the
senselessness of any further negotiations. | then went to see Klages. Klages,
who always insisted that this trade had to be “clean and clear,” promised, as
well & Krumey, to intervene with the “chief.”

238



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis
PART III—THE FIRST GERMAN CONCESSIONS

P-L - :
_ Zionist Conspirator”

At 11 o'clock Eichmann returned to his office. | immediately called upon
him. His secretary said that Eichmann did not have time for me. | waited in
the corridor. After about halfan hour he sent for me, His close staff, Krumey,
Wisliczeny, Hunsche and Novak were standing behind him. Klages had just
left the room. _

“You can get a chair for yourselfl” o
~ Eichmann be?an to shout. | kept quiet, one has to wait until these rav-
ings are finished. Its clear to me where the play is leading to. It doesnt only
concern the rescue of a few hundred Jews from the provinces. |f Eichmann
cannot be forced here and now to back down, then the Vaadah, who had put
their chips in this ?ame_of roulette with human lives on the German num-
ber, was a much of a naive loser as so man?/ of us in occupied Europe. The
millions already paid were then a foolish defusion. The loser in this game can
be called traitor. _ _ _

“What do you actually want?” Eichmann finally started the conversation.

“I have to insist that our agreements are fulfilled. Will you bring the peo-
ple selected by us from the provinces to Budapest?”

“When 1'say no, it remains no!”

“Then there is no sense to confer any further as far aswe are concerned.”
| make believe that | am gettln% up. _

“Your nerves are shot, Kasztner, | will send you to Theresienstadt so you
can recuperate. Or would you prefer Auschwitz?”

“That would be useless. NobodY else will replace me.” _

~ “Understand me once and for all. I must rid the provinces of the Jewish

dirt. No arguments and no tears will help.”

“Then our discussions with Istanbul will also be useless.”

“What do you want with these few Jews?” . _

“It doesnt only concern them. The Istanbul matter is in bad shape, while
you force the dePortatwns. You must deliver proofthat you are serious about
your offer. What do these few Jews mean to you?”

We continued this way for an hour...

pp. 5-6: . :

~ Somepoints to understand thisproblem _
On June 9, Eichmann declared that “if | dont receive a positive answer with-
in three days from Istanbul, I will let the mill work in Auschwitz.”
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In sessions of the Vaadah and in deliberations with Jewish leaclers, we
thoroughly consider the situation. It was asked if there Was_an% Sense in nego-
tiating with the Germans, or if it would be better to admit the hopelessness
of our efforts and understand the full consequences.

|(However, we cannot come to a conclusion because of the Vaadalht other
work.

The connection with the Judenkommando offers a certain protection for
the members of the Vaadah from the Germans, as well as the Hungarian
Gestapo. Active traffic developed in our often changing apartment. Polish
and Slovakian refugees reported to receive help and supﬁort. Hundreds of
Hungarian Jews asked for intervention. The Zionist youth leaders visited us
daily. Organization and financial support of Tijul, necessitated a central
place, with an unhindered flow of people. _

This collection of Jews around our apartment was now all too obvious.
Against the denunciations of neighbors, landlords and informers, the Juden-
kommando, paradoxically, provided a certain, if often only hypothetical, pro-
tection for our illegal work, _
~ Finally, the question remained, if the military development, the Allied
invasion {\/Nhlch made the Germans tremble, an theY hoped with all their
h_%elxrts that it would not happen) would open the way to make this help pos-
sible.
~ We could not look into Eichmanns cards. But we had to tell ourslves:
if Eichmann receives us at all, makes small concessions, if Wesenmayer, the
German Ambassador, intervenes for us with the Hungarian government, it
seems unthinkable that they are doing it on their own responsibility or for
their own entertainment. Behind or above them, there has to be  higher
German tribunal which protects them, and that might be able to develop
other plans for us. o _

If this is so—we continued in this train of thought—the action should
be continued. If the hopes concermn? Istanbul will not make it possible to
save all of Hungarian Jewry, we must try to at least protect some of them
from the gas chambers. - _

As far as Eichmann is concerned, we will maintain the assertion that
negotiations abroad will, in time, be successful. If this, alone, will not be
enough to continue with the action, we will try to obtain more money, gold
and valuables from Hun?ar_lan Jewry, and offer this to Eichmann. WE there-
b?/ create an “interim solution.” Time will be gained, and with that, maybe,
also human lives....
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pp. 9-10: N |
Hitlers obligations towards the M ufti
In the course of further HE(IJOtIa'[IOHS with Eichmann, we brought to the
agenda the question of the transport to Palestine. We demanded that this
grouE_couId e led to Istanbul via Romania. _ o
ichmann energetically refused this group traveling to Palestine via
Romania. He claimed: _ _

a) We must see to it that publicly the character of the deportation
remains intact. _ _

b) He cannot allow that the group should go directly to Palestine. He
had no desire to agitate the Arabs_a(_iamst Germany. Besides that, he was a
Personal friend of the Grand Mufti, to whom Germany had made a pledge
hat no European Jew should reach Palestine. _

_Eichmann said the group should spend several weeks in Strasshof
(Vienna), and then travel by way of occupied France to Lishon, and from
there sail to North Africa. What happens to the group later is none of his
concern.

Eichmann finally declared that he was ready, on the hasis of our previ-
%us(}y sutbmnted lists, to bring additional groups from the provinces to

udapest.

Pengo andjewels instead, o ftrucks N

The Vaadah now concentrated their efforts on raising the 5 million Pengos,
For this reason, 100 places in the transport had to be offered to those pec%ple
who were able to supply more valuables and greater amounts of money. The
great maJOTItK of Hungarian Jews had obeyed the law, and had turned their
mobile wealth over to the Hungarian government. But there were still Jews
who had hidden assets, _ _

The discussions with the applicants for the “places for sale” were held in
the Jewish Congregation building by special committee under the leadership
of Otto Komoly, Engineer Richard, Hansi Brand and Sulem Offenbach. The
return remuneration for the 100 places was not enough.

We had to raise the number of the ‘pa?]/mg ones” to 150. In the truest
sense of the word, a battle was_wafqed over these places. o

The Jew, who was trembling for his own life and the lives of his family,
lost all sense of money. They implored Komoly and the other members of the
committee with their offers, ~ _

_This tra%m generosity made it possible for us, not only to continue the

action, but the raised valuables covered the steadily growing expenses for the
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Tijul, etc., for many months. Jewish wealth, which would have been com-
P_Ietely destroyed, either by dispossession, devaluation, plunder or deporta-
jon 0f the owner, was therefor able to be used in the service of the commu-

nity....

AL
tEn;)ijm?nn demanded that | supply help in the organization of the transport
0 Austria.

We were again faced with the difficult dilemma which ran like a red
thread through our work: should we leave the selection to blind chance? Or
should we try to influence it. _ _

This question, surely the most terrible one which was placed on our
human conscience, was made more difficult by the fact that it did not only
concern selection of individuals, but also of whole towns,

Should we take pains to take part in these decisions?

We did do it, tried to do it. We told ourselves that, as holy as eve
human being is to a Jew, we must at least strive to save those Jews, who, all
their lives, worked for the Zibur (Community). Also the women whose hus-
bands were assigned to “work camps.” Care also had to be taken that chil-
dren, especially orphans, would not be annihilated....

13
d _ Tiwo traing were changed o
... Local influences counted at the place and on the spot, the arbitrariness of
the ghetto leaders, their gold, their power. Someone on the outside cannot
imagine how such a letter and such a list works at the place of execution—
the ghetto. How it’ first only known in the closed circle of the prominent
ones and their following, and then in some wondrous way, works its wa
down to the general Eubllc. And how suddenly everydne is informed.
Nobody knows what it$ all about, yet everyone knows. Twenty, thirty, for_ty
people will be called, one answers. The others hide, Pulls his wife and chil-
dren to him by force, he will not go. He is afraid, emotionally confused. They
advise him, stay! And he doesnt go.

~ The other"one, who didnt read, and wasnt called, he wants to go. He
cries, pleads and threatens. With fist and teeth he accomplishes his goal in a
wondrous second. And he goes....

. 18:
p _ _The Palestine Transport
The day on which our “Aliyah” was to start came ever closer. The group had
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not been completely assembled. We werent sure if it would or would not
happen. Meanwhile we haggiled with Eichmann about the number of partic-
ipants. Under the title “Inclusion of the Klausenburger group,” an increase
of 1,000 was achieved. In consideration of the large number of Prominents
brought from the provinces, he then gave his permission for a further 200.
?goto e day of departure, the officially allowed number of participants was

. 19-20;

Egpecially among the Polish refugees, sharp opposition rei?ned against the
transgort lan. “Aliyah in the form of deportation!?” “To trust the promises of
the SS?” The Polish refugees, with all their experiences, thou?ht It was crazy.

A decision had to be made, the responsibility for the start or non-start
had to be taken. The Vaadah unanimously decided to let the transport leave.

Even though there was no precedent, that the Nazis would let a group of
Jews travel to a neutral country, it was our deep conviction that it would be
successful this time. And, as family members of the Vaadah were also on the
train, many among the Polish refugees and the Halutz youth gave up their
opposition and joined the group....

pp. 21-22: N
A Noah$ Ark: The composition ofthe transportfor abroad
The departure of the group was set for June 30. We once again had to com-
pile a “Tirst” list. The available 1,300 places were distributed to the following
categories—in a way set by the Vaadah. _ 3
1) Ig)rthé)_dm; (refugees and Budapesters. Compiled by Philip
reudiger).
2 Polish_,gSIovakian, Yugoslavian refugees (according to their own lists).
3)  Prominent N_eologes (list by Samuel Stern). N
4)  Zionists, certificate owners (by recommendation of the Presidium of
the Palestine Office). _ ,
5) Halutz youth, Hungi_alrlar]s and refugees: Dror Habonim, Makkabi,
Hazan, Hashomer, Hazair, Noar Hazioni, Mizrachi Akiba (accord-
ing to their own list). _ o
6) Revisionists (by recommendation of Revisionist leader Gottesmann).
Paying persons, whose contributions supplied the exchange money
to pay for the whole transport.
8) The rescued ones from the provinces. N _
Putlstlapdmg Jewish personalities from the ministry, science and cul-
ural life.
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(A committee under the leadership of Otto Komoly and Ernst Szilag?i
invited the spiritual elite of Hungarian Jewry to be part of the transport.
Despite the large crowd, we insisted that this category was ,correspondm%!y
represented. Numerous writers, scientists, doctors and artists refused the
invitation, evidently out of mistrust about the fate of the transport. In this
way, we succeeded in saving, among others, the lives of Dr. Leopold Szondi,
the world famous psychologist, Bela Szolt, one of Hungary’s former publish-
ers, X-ray specialist Dr. Franz Polgar, internist Dr. A. Braun, oculist Dr. J.
Hambur%, architect Zoltan Gara, pianist Thomas Blum, the opera singer,
Desider Emsler.)

10)  Orphans. A group of wards of Budapest orphanage, as well as 17
orphans from Poland, Their case was in the hands of Dr. Georg Polgar, the
outstanding leader of the Jewish Welfare Office, who also was on the trans-

ort,
: “The distribution of the relatively few places among the various cate-
gories, whose representatives fought bitterly for their PeOPIe' presented a
merciless chore for the \Vaadah. We made every effort, in the face of our mon-
strous responsibilities, to fill them as consciously as possible. The group rep-
resented a miniature crosscut of the Jews living in Hungary at the time,
Those who, in the past, earned the respect of Jewry, were honored with spe-
cial consideration. o o

~ Additionally, many personalities in the former public life in
S|ebenb||rﬁ_en brought from Klausenberg to the Columbus Camp, could be
saved by this action. Some should be named here. Drs. Theodor and Joseph
Fisher, Joel Teitelbaum, the world famous Hasidic Rabbi, who was a strong
%pponent ofthe Zionist movement, With the exception of Otto Komoly an

r. Rezso Kasztner, who remained in Budapest to continue the work, the fol-
lowing personalities left with the transport: the presidium of the Hungarian
Zionist Association, the collaborators of the National Fund, also some col-
|aborators and members of the Vaadah: Emst Szilagyi, Moshe Rosenberg,
Joseph Welnber?er, Ede Morton, Dr. Sarah Friedlander, Dr. Elizabeth Kurz.
Some more outstanding Orthodox personalities, some deserving Neolog
Rabbis, supplemented the picture....

PARZlT{)IV_THE BATTLE CONTINUES

pp.. o The Jewish Councils in Hungary _
It is possible to mention here, briefly, the role of the so-called Jewish
Councils played in Hungary and especially in Budapest. Naturally, the pur-
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Pose of these lines is solely to record and note problems. It isnt time yet to
orm a final judgment about these institutions, with this hated name, which
was forced upon European Jewry b){ the Nazis, or the people who played a
role in this. Only when tempers cool down, can impartial outsiders tiy, from
a resP_ectlve distance, to weigh the elements of an activity—when almost any
neqa Ve Or positive appearances in the decline was skipped over, in the dis-
torted generalizations of Jewish public opinion. _
The controversy about the Jewish Councils were known to us. in
Budapest, long before the occupation, throu%h the stories told by Polish,
Slovakian and Austrian refugees. Bom out of the bottomless misery, thought
of in the beginning as a return to a form of the life of the middle ages, ofan
internal autonomy, which would also provide a certain protection from exter-
nal pressure, the Jewish Council finally became an instrument in the
mechanics of annihilation. From this point in time, the sinister problems of
the Jewish Councils began to show up. Dogs it function, can it comply, can
It accelerate the process of liquidation? If it refuses to obey,_|t brings about
sanctions against the community, without assurance of having stopped the
liquidation process. Between the two extremes, was a path of other steps,
depending on the elasticity of the people, which make up this group, or on
the strength of the temptation they are exposed to.
~ Almost every place in Europe, the Jewish Councils went the same way.
Bit by bit, they were made to comply. In the beginning harmless things were
demanded. Valuables, wealth, apartments, replaceable property. Later came
the personal freedom of the 8eopIeJ and in the end, bare life itself, whereby
it was the duty of the Jewish Council to determine the order, who sooner and
who later. One sacrificed to Moloch in a certain order of value, following a
set criteria. A cruel hierarchy started: age, merit, achievements. Personal con-
siderations came to the foréground, degree of relationship, sympathies, even
interests. 1t was a slippery road, which almost alwars led to the abyss.
Everywhere the Jew was facmg the same problem, shall I—or whoever—be
the traitor, in order to, here and there, be a helper, or even a savior. Or should
| desert the community, and turn them over to others? Is the escaPe from
responsibilities not also something of a treason? And if I take a post, where
are the borders that | cannot cross? For the price of self-destruction, suicide
or execution at the hands of the hangman, or to rid myself of an unbearable
responsibility? The borders, the line between self-destruction and treason is
almost impossible for human power to draw. It is no wonder that, where ever
there is still a Jewish community, this question always would come up. That
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demagoguery also comes into play here, is almost a natural occurrence. To
judge the Jewish Councils in retrospect, from testimony of witnesses, from
actions and documents, surmounts in difficulty almost everything else that
earthly judgment can accomplish....

. 89.

P Hannah Szenes, Nussbecher and Goldstein. A greetingfrom Eretz Israel
Early in the morning, several hours after the departure of the Palestine trans-
porf, Hungarian Counter-Espionage arrested Hansi Brand, Salem
Offenbach, Engineer Andreas Biss, Mrs. Biss and Dr. Rezso Kasztner. The
background of the arrests, and their relation to the Jewish tra?edy must be
told. Therefore, it is not possible to avoid it, in ant|C|Pat|on of futiire events.

As already mentioned, the Jewish Agency made plans at the beginning of
the year to send three officers of the Jewish Brigade to Budapest. Their mis-
sion: to actively aid in the preparation of an armed resistance and self-preser-
vation, and to pass on reports to the Allies....

. 9-10:

_ Fr]1e first to arrive was Hannah Szenes. She crossed the southern border and was
|mme_d!ate|¥ turned over to the Counter-Esanage Office by a Hungarian
Administration officer who was sup{gosed to be dependable and on the Allies’
side. She was brought to Budapest. The others, who did not know of Hannah
Szenes’ fate, turned to the same confidential agent, gave him their radio trans-
mitter, and continued on to Budapest. They did not know that Counter-
Es_Plonage agents traced every one of their steps. They arrived in Budapest—
with false papers—around June 20, and rented a roor in a small hotel.

Their first visit was to me. _

We were old friends. At one time they belonged to the Habonim youth
movement in Siebenbiirgen, which | led Tor several years. It was an experi-
ence, to meet after such along time and under such circumstances. We talked
and a%reed to meet again tomorrow. _ _

~The two were to join the %outh movement and start their work imme-
dlateg{, separate from us, so that we would not endan?er each other. For
coordination and contacts, respective opportunities would be arranged.

We didnt know that the reason why the Gestapo and Hungarian
Counter-Espionage, which worked closely with them, let them move around
freely was to find out where their connections would lead...

n the following day, as they came to the Jewish Congregation offices to
make their first contact with the youth leaders, one noticed the presence of
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agents in the halls. The two tried to disappear. Nusshecher called on us later
and was lodged in a private residence...

. 10-12:
RPOW the officials decided to arrest us. It haé)pened on the day after the trans-
port departed. We were brought to Hadik Barracks, the notorious Hungarian
Counter-Espionage center. We were questioned: “Where is Perez Goldstein?”
To answer this question was not easy for any ofus, _
Only four weeks earlier, we were exfracted from the falsified paper affair
by the Germans. (Mrs. Brand is still carrying scars from this torture.) In the
meantime, our responsibilities regardlnq rescue work grew considerably. The
Aliyah group had just started their problem-plagued trip. The_[)roce_ss of our
various projects, their adoption by Kurt Becher, and also with Eichmann,
hung in the balance. _ , _ 3 ,
‘Now to be involved with the entire Vaadah in a military espionage
affair!!! There seemed to be no escape from this trap.
~ The question was repeated: “Where is Goldstein? I ask you for the last
time. 1fyou keep quiet, the other one, Nussbecher or whatever his name i,
will be shot in 10 minutes.” _ _
“Give Mrs. Brand and myselftime to think. Release us for several hours.
My friends remain here as hostages. We will be back within a few hours.”
Mrs. Brand and | went to the Columbus Street camp and conferred with
Perez Goldstein. He had to make a decision now. He took only a few min-
utes. His decision: “I'll announce myself.” _
~ Hannah Szenes, Goldstein and Nusshecher remained under arrest. We
tried for months, in vain, to obtain their release. After three months, it
seemed that the dai/ had finally come, when we would be able to free them.
|t was October 14, a Saturday morning. | negotiated with Military
Commander Otah, the Secretary of Wars Personal Secretary, about various
questions, in an atmosphere which [)omted owards Hungar¥s possible break
with the Axis. The last thing on the Agenda was the mater of the three
Jewish parachutists. We again asked for their freedom. Otah agreed. In a few
days, Nussbecher, Goldstein and Hannah Szenes should go free.
Several 0ays? _ S
The next day, Horthy was a prisoner, Franz Szalasy, the Prime Minister.
The two Jewish soldiers were deported. Nussbecher was able to escape from
the movmg_tram. It was ajump: his parachute training was put to good use.
Perez disappeared without a trace. Hannah Szenes was shot to death.
Their mission remained unfulfilled. But the support of the battling
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(Palestinian) Yishuv that they brought to us, the personal example of their
bravery, the wonderful spirit of their solidarity, which was manifested in their
sacrifice, remained a permanent example and force in our work.

12

: _ An Internal Assessment _

3? Hungarian Jewry merely mounted sporadic efforts to resist. On the

whole, they were Passwe, to thie point where it bordered on lethargy. Besides

the negative results, there were also some of a positive nature. _

a) The rescue of about 17,000 Jews from the provinces to Austria.

b) The departure of the “Aliyah group,” even though less quantitative
than qualitative, can be counted as having a political meaning, and
can be considered a positive....

pp. 19-20: _

o Dr. Schwartz and Himmlers agent
..Visibly irritated, Eichmann informed me on the same day that he had
received orders from Himmler, to permit part of the Bergen-Belson group to
travel abroad. The order was for 500, but there was no fixed number. It could
be a little more or less. He would see to it. He would only give the order for
their departure after a definite time was set for the meeting hetween Becher
and World Jewry. _ _ _

Concerning the selection of the 500 people, 1 was to instruct the “Jewish
Elder” of the group, correspondingly. For this purpose, Krumey, who was
going to Bergen-Belson to accompany the group, would take a fetter b}/_ me
with him. (I wrote to the ?roup-leaders, that the 500 places should be illed
proportionally, accordm% 0 the various categories.)

~ But what would happen to those left behind in Bergen-Belson?

Eichmann declared that they could follow the others within several weeks.
But he would only give permission if Joel Brand returned from Istanbul
before that time. o o _

“Em not used to permitting Jews to emigrate in German courier planes.

| finally asked him if members of my family were allowed to come along.
“But naturally,” answered Eichmann,

He had no power to defy Himmler’ orcers, He had to let the group go.
He got his revenge by not keeping any point of the negotiated agreement...

. 32-33
P 318 Jewsfrom Bergen-Belsen leave the Third Reich
On August 19, at 15:30, we started our trip to Switzerland.... The list of the
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released ones was to be compiled in Department IV B of the SS main office
in Berlin, alphabetically and according to age (possibly so men of military age
are not use a}%amst Germany). My various suggestions were taken into con-
sideration by Krumey. But all of my relatives and Brand s family were kept in
Bergen-Belson as hostages, on Eichmanns orders.

Anyway, the first step was taken and 318 persons were released. They were
the first large organize gzroup, not only from the small group in Bergen-
Belson, but from the great mass of Jewry Iangmshm% under Hitlers yoke, to
cross the horder of a neutral state, before the eyes of the whole world.

It was August 21, 1944 when the group was brought to Basel, from the
small German border station.

PARTv—the intervention from abroad

1314

¥ A difficult digressionfrom the Axis
.. In August the Vaadah started to make preparations and work on precau-
tlonarg measures for various eventualities regardmg the upc_or_nmq events,

Above all, connections between the Vaadah and the individual resistance
groups that were forming was intensified. At various times, we made _mone_?/
available to them to buy arms and ammunition. The groups of Haluzim still
remained in Budapest, prepared for the possibility of an armed confrontation
with the Germans in the streets of Budaﬁest. _ _ _

_ The_p033|_b|I|tK was there. It should have been a sublime feeling, to fight
side by side with the Hungarian resistance movement and, with gun in hand,
sweep out the German tyrant, and take reverge for the destruction of provin-
cial Jewry. But what would happen if the Germans should gain the upper
hand? Would there still be a Pardon for the remaining Jews? And what would
be the Vaadahs Posmon if the Hungarian uprising was successful and the
Germans had to leave Budapest? Particularly, should | follow Becher hecause
of the rescue work, which we hoped would deal with the entire German-held
territory, and regiardlng our Jews in Ber(Iqen-BeI_son, which we could not aban-
don to' their fate? Or should I, to?e her with all my friends, remain in
Budapest where, ifa revolt occurred, there would be enough for us to do dur-
ing and after liberation? |f I remain in Budapest, would the Swiss negotia-
tions still continue, and if yes, could we depend on the readiness of Mr. Saly
Mayer to involve himself?

Above all, our work in these weeks had been concentrated on these prob-
lems, which seemed most urgent. _
1) Continuation of the Bergen-Belson groups trip.

249



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

2)  Securing the lives of Budapest's Jewish children, éAfter the annihila-
tion of provincial Jewry, they, together with 15,000 from Austria
form the only reservoirof Hungarian Jews.)

3) The liberation of the Palestinian parachutists....

PARZE\éIG_THE SEIZURE OF POWER BY THE ARROW CROSS
pp. 20-20. L
_ The Commander o fAuschwitz is against thefoot march

Having been invited by Becher, on November 16, high German _gluests
arrived in Budapest, the head of the Waffen SS, Colonel-General Jiittner,
accompanied bY Krumey, and Auschwitz Commandant, Lt. Colonel Hoss.
On the road between Vienna and Budapest, they witnessed the dreadful foot
march. Corpses piled along the road, exhausted people, made a very painful
impression on the German gentlemen.... Jiittner imparted the order to the
Budapest Judenkommando o immediately discontinue the foot march....

P- 26; . o
On November 21, Eichmann arrived in Budapest, after a temporary
ahsence....

. 28.

Ewe days later, Eichmann reinstituted the death march. There was noth!n%
left for"us to do, but to trY and aid, the marchers with provisions, whic
would give them the strength to survive this difficult march. Thanks to the
collective effort of the Swedish Red Cross, the International Red Cross
(hDIVISIOH A) and the Swiss Embassy (Vadasz-Utca), it was possible to supply
the Jews concentrated in Alt-Ofen, and those already on the march, with pro-
visions and medicine. o

The management and organization of these transports was conducted on
behalfof our side bY' the Communist youth leader, George Aczel. He was one
of the connecting links between the Vaadah and the Hungarian resistance
movement, in which the Communists played an important part. It was often
quite possible for him to smuggle provisions and medicines into the tile fac-
tories, pretending to be an a?ent of the International Red Cross, and he also
had opportunity to repeatedly supply provisions to the marching people. At
the same time, Aczel was our connection to Ferenczy and Lullay, with whom
direct contact was no longer possible....

.29
P _ The Vaadah and the Hungarian resistance movement
.. Directly after the Arrow Cross takzeg\(/)er.... A joint committee was formed,
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a plan was formulated to organize, in conjunction with the Hungarian army
in Budapest, a resistance movement against the Germans.

The connection _hetween the Vaadah and the resistance movement
became ever closer. The left wing of the Zionist youth worked with the
Socialist and Communist youth groups. _

A leader of the Hungarian resistance movement and leading member of
the Communist Party, who presently plaﬁs an important part in the life of
the Hungarian state, found safety in"our bunker. We issued him a [pass, R_re-
Pared by Becher (but without his knowledge), which made it possible for him
0 take Fart i resistance preparations. Through his mediation, we were able
to supp K the resistance movement committee with large sums of money for
the purchase of weapons and ammunition....

L33
d ~ Respectfor Jewish lives? o
.. Before we parted, Eichmann had a last word for me: “Your family is slat-
ed to leave from Bergen-Belson with the next transport for Switzerland. You
will also be at the border. They will escape me. | rather will detain your fam-
ily at Bergen-Belson.”  * ,

~ It was our last discussion, it was Eichmann’s last pressure on me. | told
him immediately: “I will only go to the border when my family is allowed to
g0 with the qgoup.” | ‘assured him that | would return under any circum-
stances. “Yes, but you know,” replied Eichmann, “Brand assured me too. But
logk out. Ifyou also remain abroad, there will be no more pardon. Your Jews
will become acquainted with my venlgeance.”

It was stirring, how Eichmann clamped on to me...

PAZRTVII—HOW THE BUDAPEST GHETTO WAS SAVED

_ New difficulties abroad
..Ketlitz, who had been expelled from Switzerland, joined us on our return
trip. He swore he would revenge himselfon Saly Mayer and the whole action.
A heated debate now broke out over the text of the telegram to Becher.,
Ketlitz thought it could mean Becher'shead if Himmler should find out that
the whole action was a sham. The best thing now would be to tell the truth.
The debate continued well into the night, by which time we returned to
Bregenz. With all mg mlght, | tried to convince Krell and Ketlitz that it
would not be in Becher’ best interest if he should receive a neﬁauve report,

A negative telegram would expose him to the radicals, especially Eichmann
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and would be completely senseless. On the contrary, it was their duty to
cover up for their chief, Becher, and to gain time. | argued further that it'was
clear that the difficulties on the Allies J)a_rt were only temporarr. To blame
for this are the foot marches, the liquidations in Slovakia, and the fact that
the group from Bergen-Belson had not departed yet. A clear explanation on
the ﬁart of the Germans about the handling of thé Jewish question had to be
forthcoming. Then the “business” would proceed.

SECTION 2 —SAVING OF THE REMAINING JEWS IN GERMANY

. 16:

: o Wisliczenys Tales _

..l.So that something is done in the meantime, | make the following propos-
als:

1) Organize a transport of hidden Jews from Pressburg to Switzerland.

2) The train with the unemployed Jews from Vienna should also be
sent to Switzerland instead of Theresienstat. _

3) A number of Promment Hungarian Jews are held as prisoners at
Mauthausen. It would make a good impression on the Allies if these
prominent prisoners were sent to Switzerland.

Becher: “What do you offer me for a transport from Pressburg?”

_ 1 tell him that it is possible to obtain various textiles, as well as some cook-
ing ail. | will supply the trucks and Rasolme for the transport. Saly Mayer
answers that he first wants to talk to the Red Cross delegate about the cloth-
ing. By that time, winter will be over. March 3, 1945, The first lists of
Hungarian Jews working at the border are received by Krumeys office, He
agrees to send several hundred to the Vienna Jewish Hospital for dweek of rest,
; This plan did not come into fruition due to the Russian army’ rapid
advance....

. 29-30:
" Kramer delivers a reloort. The capitulation o fBergen-Belson
..Hamburg is Becher’ birthplace. Before we depart, he wants to show me the
destroyed city. He takes me on a tour of the city. For minutes, the car travels
between burned-out houses, through streets where no peogle can be seen
because no home is occupied any more. The port presents the same incture
of destruction. “And | am sure you must know,” Becher says, clearly alluding
to the destruction, “that German mothers and small children have also given
their lives b}é the thousands durm% these air raids.”
| remark that the war wasnt started by RAF. attacks.
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Becher takes me for a walk in a very large park in Ludwigslust, which is
connected to the Archduke of Mecklenburg’s castle. He discusses the military
situation openly. _ _

_“Ifwe lose this damn war,” Becher starts his statement, “I hope the Allies
will have enough insight to appreciate our efforts and achievements. They
must realize that this was only possible because | found the necessary support
for mK work in Himmler. 1f Mr. Saly Mayer would have behaved differently,
if he had at least would have made more promises, | believe we could have
achieved more. You have no idea how awkward Himmler s position was late-
ly, due to the measures he took in the interest of the Jews and political pris-
oners such as Leon Blum, etc. | hope the time will come soon, when [ can
talk about this more freely.” o _

As far as the military situation allows, he will visit other camps in my
company, and take similar actions as in Bergen-Belson. “On all accounts,” the
following camﬁs are to be visited: Oranienburg, Ravensbriick, Buchenwald,
Dachau, Mauthausen, Theresienstadt. o

We leave Ludswn[;_slust at 2:45 PM Above, low flying British planes
accompany the retreating, heaten German armyr Destroyed trucks in the
st_rbeletsig burning railroad cars in the train stations. The collapse takes on a tan-
goie rorm. .~~~ :

We arrive in Berlin at 5:15 AM At 9 PM, in my aﬁartment, located at
Fasanenstrasse, | hear on the radio, Stalins Order of the Day: Vienna has
been occupied...

3L
B\pril 15, 1945, At 10 PM, as the sirens announce the visit of the bombers,
Bechers driver enters, and drives me to his apartment through the com-
pletely blacked out u%whwh is gradually illuminated by the colored tracers
of the British planes. With the sound of the exploding bombs and the anti-
ﬂrcraf} guns in the background, Becher reports about his conference with
immler,

“Himmler has been appointed by Hitler as Commander of the Eastern
Front. He barely sleeps two hours daily and is swamped with agendas. He
cant receive you. _

“Re rett_ablkl, | have to report that people have been carried off from the
camps, despite the orders given. | believe Kaltenbrunner has a hand in this...
Another report informed Himmler that the Russian P_nsoners ofwar and the
Eastern laborers, who had been left behind for the Allies, had been armed by
them and used against us. There are also reports that they are terrorizing
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German civilians in sinister ways, It was suggested to Himmler, not to leave
any Russians alive for the Allies.”...

p. 32 .

~ Theresienstaot _ _
The SS Command building is situated behind a red brick wall, which sur-
rounds this fortress, built by the Empress Maria Theresa. A roPe s stretched
across the middle of the street, designating the beginning of the Ghetto. A
Czech soldier walks back and forth In front of the cord. Behind the cord,
walk star-wearing inmates of Theresienstadt....

p. 34 . -

A theater performance was organized. On the expressionistic stage, boys
and girls In Czech peasant costumes sing excerpts from “The Bartered
Bride™ by Smetana. A wonderful baritone and a somewhat tired alto add to
the ﬁerformance. These are children deported from the then Protectorate
to Theresienstadt. Two artists from various Czech theaters and the Director
of the Prague National Theater also took part....

pp. 35-36. o
April 19, 1945, Arrived in Switzerland....

_ Himmler's disappointment
April 20, 1945. Repeated discussions with McClelland, Saly Mayer and
Nathan Schwalb in Geneva. A final discussion with Becher is considered
superfluous by them. On the 28th, Himmler, against HitlerSwill, offered the
Third Reich¥ capitulation to the Anglo-Saxons. In the search for contact
points, he has made further concessions to Count Bernadotte during the last
weeks and also permitted Jewmh_transPorts to Sweden. _ _

On April 19, Himmler received, through the mediation of his Swedish
doctor, the Swedish Jew, Mazur, representative of the World Jewish Congress,
and listed his “accomplishments.” (The concessions arran?ed by Becher.) He
was already “disappointed” then, but what he said, wasnt only retrospective
justification. _ _
Amon% other things, he said: _
- “I'1eft 450,000 (”) Jews in Hungary, and what thanks did | get? The Jews
in Budapest shot at our troops. | surrendered Bergen-Belson and
Buchenwald without a flght, ana received no thanks for that. | also left
Theresienstadt undefended. As to refraining from forced evacuations, and
the capitulation of the camps to the Allies is concemed, | will try to do my
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best. Last year, when | permitted 2,700 Jews to ?o to Switzerland, it was writ-
ten that ['was providing an alibi for myself. T don't need an alibi. | have
always done what seemed right to me, for my people. | didnt become a rich
man in the process.”

RECOLLECTIONS

PP* 1.2 o : .

After our parting in Berlin, Kurt Becher only visited Mauthausen. He
brought the Commandant the order to surrender the camp to the Allies
without a fight. Then he freed Dr. Moshe Schweiger and took him along.
(Suspected of participation in the 1939 attack on Hitler, Schweiger was
known to have been arrested by the Gestapo when the Germans entered
Hungary.) Becher wanted to Start his trip to the Swiss border in Dr.
Schweigers company. But the way was blocked by Allied forces. Before his
arrest, near Bad Ischl, by the ‘Americans, Becher turned over to Dr.
Schweiger, a considerable amount of valuables which had been collected by
the Vaadah, which had been the economic basis of the action. (When he
accepted these valuables, Becher said that he wouldnt deliver these, unless his
superiors forced him to do s0.) _ _

Dr. Schweiger gave the valuables to the American army’ Intelligence
Corps for safekeeping. The valuables turned over by Becher were estimated
at several hundred thousand dollars, It will be the job of the Jewish Agency
Executive to direct the use of the valuables. They will be put into the service
of the Jewish community for a second time. _ N

Immediately following the German surrender, American officials wanted
to send the Bergen-Belson ?rOl_JP from Switzerland to Philipsville in Africa,
into an UNRRA camp, to fulfill an obligation to Switzerland. After various
Elrotests from the group, which was increased to a “resistance” by Dr. D.

ermann, the plan was droRped, with the consent of the Swiss government,

Later on, 700 from tne ?rpuP received |mm|?rat|on certificates. In
August 1945, they started their trip from Switzerland to Palestine, in a closed
grouR, under the’leadership of Dr. Joseph Fischer. _ _

n Aliyah, dreamed of and Planned under _stran?e circumstances in
Budapest fmallﬁ, though a little late, came to fruition. It really can be called
an “Aliyah” in the truest sense of the word. _ _

In"London, in September 1945, in a detailed eyewitness report, |
described to the American Investigation Commission, chaired by Judge
Jackson, the techniques and methods of the Jewish destruction organization,
as | got to know it. This evidence was read and put into the record during
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t[g]ed(I}Iuremberg Trials, on December 12, 1.945, by the American lawyer,
0

From statements of Eichmann and Wisliczeny, | learned about the role
the Mufti of Jerusalem had played. My _test|mon¥_ in this matter, published
t&ythe world press, gave causeé for an interpolation in Britain’s House of

ommons....

p. 36 |
Eor the higher SS leaders, for the leaders of the Judenkommandos in
Budapest,_esremally Eichmann, the Joint was a concept, which formed the
psychological basis for their conduct of the negotiations. To them, the Joint
was the embodiment of their idea of the “Jewish world power,” “the Jewish
world conspiracy,” and “Jewish wealth.” Their belief in the omnipotency of
“World Jewry” over capitalists and Communists, over Allies and neutrals,
over mon\% and politics, was one of the driving forces in the Nazis’ business
schemes. World Jewry could, so they believed, exert the same power over the
rest of the world, as the Nazi Party'in their domain. Eichmann saw in us in
Budapest, a sort of secret agent of this world power, the “Zionist shock
troops” section, and he believed he was opposed to a malicious, camoufl_a%ed
unit, as we declared, at the beginning, that we did not belong to the Joint.

The Germans %ave us credit for many thm%s._ Until the end they did not
completely grasp the complete absurdity of their demands for delivery of
goods, their hope of political help. Himmler made no secret of his disap-
pointment at the end. They saw in “Jewish delay tactics,” sooner cunning
and bad will, than an expression of weakness, which was much more real, &
we could imagine, and many fearful Jewish leaders abroad, also assumed,

_ Ph|I|P von Freudiger, Président of the Budapest Orthodox Congregation,
resigned from the leadership ofhis Congregation in August, 1944 and fled to
Rumania. His memoirs, edited in Bucharest, qlve a description of what hap-
pened, which is not incontestable in some parts. With all qood intentions, it
seems difficult, if not impossible, to retain a consistent ogjectwlt in such a
situation, especially if someone is involved, who could and would personally
olay arole in the happenings. _

~ We mention Freudigers memoirs mainly because they are the basis of the
editing of the chapter in'which the Budapest Journalist Ludwig Levai argues
about the actions of our Vaadah. Levai$ Gray Book, a work which contains
many valuable dates and documents, but also numerous personal and objec-
tive errors, brings the critical remarks of Freudiger into a remarkable impres-
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sive viewpoint. Levai admits that the Zionists performed a “International res-
cue work on a grand scale,” but some of the present leaders of Budapest
Jewry, and some who play a role in the new Hungary, have been given an
importance in the Gray Book, which has little to do with reality at that time.

The Gray Book also hecomes a cautious echo of the various insinuations
and rumors which are circulated about the “financial behavior” of our Vaadah.
In reality, absolute personal confidence in the members and coworkers of the
V/aadah was the basis of our activity. When we were forced to demand money
and valuables from wealthy Jews, so that we could assist needy ones at the
same time, we knowingly took the risk of subsequent abuse of us. _

Our operation with the Germans, financing ofTijul, support of the hid-
den, had to be kept secret from the Hungarians. Todays critics are hardly
identical with those who were willing, yesterday, to share with us the super-
human responsibility. That among these were also those who thank us for
saving lives, is not surprising. It belongs to a chapter that could be written,
titled “Humans in danger—and afterwards.”

With an overzealousness, which could have been more prudent, we not
only tried to save lives, but we also undertook the job of trying to get possi-
bI){ a part of their lost fortunes transferred abroad. The honoring of the so-
called Ha Avara Transfer, for which we had the Joints, as well & the Jewish
Aﬂencyt authorization, was delayed through bureaucratic procedures, for
which, naturally, the Jewish organizations named were not to blame,

The unusual and, for the uninitiated, incomprehensible circumstances of
our work, and the disorientation of publlg opinion, subsequently made it
possible for Jewish Know-it-alls to try to discredit the Vaadah, and to make
its work seem trivial. Two Budapest newspapers, Villag and Vilagossag, lent
their names to “exposing” the case. Villag wrote (May 23, 1946),

“Under the SzotQ{ay gov_ernment, an extortion comdpany, founded by Dr.
Kasztner, occupied itself with the smuggling abroad of rich Jews... Dr.
Kasztner had the reputation of having won great influence with the Gestapo.
He aided rich Jews, not only to escape to Switzerland but also to Rumania....
He left the country, to_ﬂ?ther with Gestapo officers, and took the obtained
money and szelry with him....” Villagossay limited itself to formulating
questions: “Do the members of the Jewish Council know that Rezso
Kasztner, as confidant of the Gestapo, acted as a spy in Hun%a_ry and abroad?
That before the collapse, he served as an SS First Lieutenant in Presshurg.”

~ The investigation, started by Hungarian Justice officials, ended in dis-
missal of the case...
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67
Pt shall be stressed at the end, that this report can only approximate a full
understanding. Some connections and hackground, especially concerning
international politics, are still not clear up to this date. They will probably
stay this way for a long time, and for a reason. For example, one is not in a
huiry to j)ubllsh how an Allied diplomat reacted to the information that
tlhOO’%Q’O ews could be saved from being gassed, “But where will we put

em?
~When some of our coworkers are not mentioned, or have not been suf-
ficiently appreciated, it only happened because detailed reports from indi-
vidual work sectors are very scarce. These reports will have to be written. The
time cannot be far away, when one will not only be interested in the numer-
ical balance of the tragedy. Perhaps an authority will be constituted to check
the material, and as far & the destruction also involved Jewish responsibili-
ties, deeds and failures, merit and errors, will prove their genuineness and
judge accordingly. .

Allow us to express our sincerest thanks to Mr. McClelland, the
Representative of the War Refugee Board and incomparable mentor of
Jewish rescue work. _ _ _

FmallY, we want to point to the fact that the Swiss government, with a
grand gesture, granted permission for us to carry out our unusual diplomat-
IC negotiations on Swiss territory. The generous acceptance of the Bergen-
Belson group can also not remain unmentioned.
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Roswell D.
McClelland

Letter to Dir. Kasztner
February 6, 1946

The Report o fthe Budapestlewish Rescue
Committee— 1942 —1945

Kasztner appended this document and the next to his Re?ort.
McClelland was the Representative for Switzerland of the
American War Refugee Board, involved in the Swiss border
negotiations arranged by Kasztner, between Jewish organiza-
tions there and the SS.— LB

The Foreign Service of the United States of America
American Legation o _
As former Special Representative in Switzerland of the War Refugee Board,
established on January 22, 1944, by the President of the United States of
America in order “to fake all measures within its power to rescue the victims
of enemy oppression who are in imminent danger of death and otherwise to
afford stch victims all possible relief and assistance consistent with the suc-
cessful prosecution of the war,” | wish to make the following statement;
~Inspring 1944 the “SS” showed signs of shifting their Interest from the
biological aspects of Jewish extermination to the purely military benefits in
labor, goods and money which could be derived from the Jews in'their hands.
Seeing the defection in Nazi ranks, certain illegal Jewish rescue and relief
committees attempted to take advantage of this new situation by approach-
ing representatives of the Nazi authorities, in order to obtain better treatment
for the Jewish population. As a result of these approaches some German offi
cials, fr;ghtene_d by world reaction to the persecution of Jews in Hungary, by
the rapid deterioration ofthe German military situation, and doubtless in the
hope of gaining a measure of personal protection, displayed a willingness to
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accord better treatment to Jewish hostages under their control. This readiness
was typified by a series of German proposals which came to the attention of
the War Refugee Board commencing in May 1944, Overtures were made by
the German authorities through Portugal, Switzerland and Sweden for the
discussion of terms for the release of Jews in Nazi hands.

As the result of these initiatives a protracted series of meetings took place
during the fall of 1944 and spring of 1945 between Mr. Saly Mayer, repre-
sentative of the Joint Distribution Committee in Switzerland and German
representatives, in the presence of Dr. Kasztner, head of a Jewish rescue com-
mittee in Budapest. These meetings were held with the full knowledge of the
War Refugee Board and of the Department of State. The British and Russian
Governments also were kept advised., _

~ Some tangible results were obtained during the course of these prolonged
discussions. Two groups of Jews from Hungary totaling 1,673 persons were
brought to Switzerland from the concentration camp at Bergen-Belson as a
token of “good faith” on the part of the German negotiators. These two
groups consisting of Jews partly saved from the ghettos of Transylvania, espe-
cially from Cluj, had left Budapest at the end of Jung 1944 for the camp of
Bergen-Belson and were subsequently brought to Switzerland in August and
December of the same year. _ o

| wish to state that, in my capacity as representative in Switzerland of the
War Refu%ee Board, | was fully informed of the various phases of the nego-
tiations which led to the rescuing of these two Jewish groups, as were the War
Refurqee_ Board and Department of State in Washington.

wish to add that, to the best of my knowledge, no charges could be
made against those Jews on the spot who orgamz_ed the release of these two
groups nor against those who were included in these transports either
ecause of their activities as Qr%amzers or members of these groups.

| can see no basis on which those who organized the departure of these
people can reasonably be held responsible for the limited number of Jews
Wwho were authorized bh/ the German authorities to leave the territory under
their control, nor can the parﬂmﬁants of these transports be held responsible
for the fact that they and not otfer Jews were saved. _

In view of the desi)erate circumstances prevailing at that time, and the
mentality of the Nazi leaders involved, the very fact of bringing these two
groupi safely to Switzerland was to be considered as an achievement of great
Importance.

pThe attitude of the participants of these transports who have in the
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meantime returned to Rumania, Hungary and other countries should be
considered in the light of the above-mentioned facts.

Bern, February 6, 1946

| Roswell D. McCleiland

Formerly Representative of the War Refugee Board and Special Assistant
to the American Minister at Bem
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Roswell B.
McClelland

Letter to Dr. Kasztner
July 18, 1946

The Report o fthe Budapestlewish Rescue
Committee— 1942 —1945

There is no doubt that the U.S. government did not think
Kasztner collaborated. They took his War Crimes Tribunal tes-
timony re Eichmann & Co. precisely because ofthis. However
McClelland had nofirsthand knowledge o fwhat transpired in
Hungary. Nor is he likely to have known, then or later, what
KalsztneLrBhad or would say on behalfofall seven war crimi-
nals—

American Legation
Bern, July 18, 1946

Dr. |. KaSztner

1, rue Marignac, Geneva

Dear Dr. Kasztner: .
In view of your impending departure for Hungary where, | believe, there has
been some misunderstanding concerning the valuable services performed by
you during the war in the rescue of Jews from Hungary and elsewhere, | am
gleased to take this 0 portunlt%, as former special representative for
witzerland of the Presidents WAR REFUGEE BOARD, o rectify certain
regrettable omissions in the final report of the WAR REFUGEE BOARD
issued in Washington, D.C. on September 15, 1945, _

With reference to the prolonged and difficult negotiations which took
place at the Swiss border and in Switzerland during the fall, winter and early
spring of 1944-1945 in an effort to alleviate the Situation of and to rescue
persecuted Jews from Hungary, there has never been any question, certainly
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in my mind, that along with Mr. Saly Mayer, Kurt Becher of the SS, of
course, and a few others for both the Hun?arlan and German Sides, you
played an indispensable and highly important role. Had it not been for your
original initiative in Budapest in establishing the nece_ssarr contact and
‘working agreement” and for your constant mediatory action throughout (in
enemy-occupied temtog it might be added) it is difficult to imagine that
these negotiations could have taken place at all, or at least that they could
have Produced anywhere near as successful results as they did. | therefore feel
that the omission of your name in the section of the WAR REFUGEE
BOARD'S report dealing with this question, when Mr. Mayers was men-
tioned, distinctly calls for this amending statement on my part as the one
person on the’WAR REFUGEE BOARD'S side who was intimately
acquainted with this effort, _ _

In closing may I wish you every success in your future endeavors in
behalf of your people. | trust that they may be as successful, though not as
difficult, as those which you have already accomplished.

Very truly yours
e

~ Roswell D; McCllland
Former Representative of the War Refugee Board

263



Uil Trﬁnspor,tedTEem to the
Butcher/ Eichmann’s Own
Storys Part Ps

Life
November 28, 1960

AdolfEichmann must have followed Kasztners trial in 1954
in the international ﬁress. He described his relations with him
In taped interviews eqave a Dutch Nazijournalist in 1955-
Parts ofthem were published by Life magazine after his cap-
ture, b)( Israeli agents, in 1960." _

Al the interviews were submitted to the court during
Eichmanns trial. Only some were admitted into evidence, in
the court$ concern to Uphold this singular defendants rights, so
that nothing would smudge what it knew would be their guilty
verdict. Today ofcourse everyone accepts them as indisputably
his statement. But the Life version acquired independent doc-
F?nentdary quality as they were what the Israeli and worldpub-
ic read.

lsraelis assumed that Eichmann would be questioned

about his relations with Kaszttier. But a Jewish witness want-
ed to defend him. The Erosec_utor realized there would be an
outcry if hepraised the Laborite. | fEichmann was questioned
and implicated Kasztner, Israelis would reexamine Labors
Holocaust record. So the ivitness was dropped— LB

Introduction _

How much time fate allows me to live, I do not know. I do know that some-
one must inform this generation and those to come about the happ_emn(%s of
my era. [ am wnth this story at a time when I am in full possession of my
phiysical and mental freedom, influenced or pressed by no one. May futur
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historians be objective enough not to stray from the path of the true facts
recorded here. N

| ‘have slowly tired of living as an anonymous wanderer between two
worlds, wanted even by the police of my homeland. At Numberg, my most
trusted subordinate testified agamst me. So did others. Perhaps these people
referred to me to whitewash themselves. But when such a thln? joes on for
years and everyone joins in, blaming me for the deeds of all, a legend is cre-
ated in which exagFeranon plays a large part. _ _

In actual fact, Twas merely a little’cog in the machinery that carried out
the directives and orders of the German Reich. | am neither a murderer nor
a mass-murderer. 1 am a man of average character, with good qualities and
many faults. | was not “Czar of the Jews,” & a Paris newspaper once called
me, nor was | resFonsmI_e for all the good and evil deeds done against them.
Where | was implicated in the Ehysmal annihilation of the Jews, | admit my
participation freely and withou loressure. After all, | was the one who trans-
Rorted the Jews to the camps. If I had not transported them, they would not

ave been delivered to the butcher.

~Yet what is there to “admit?” | carried out my orders. It would be as
Pomtless to blame me for the whole Final Solution of the Jewish Problem &s
0 blame the official in charge of the railroads over which the Jewish trans-
ports traveled. Where would we have been if everyone had thought things
out in those days? You can do that today in the “new” German army. But
with us an order was an order. If | had sabotaged the order of the onetime
Fiihrer of the German Reich, Adolf Hitler, | would have begn not only a
scoundrel but a despicable pig, like those who broke their military oath to
join the ranks of the anti-Hitler criminals in the conspiracy ofJuly 20, 1944,

The order for annihilation . ) ) o
At the Niimberg trial the world was given a new interpretation of justice.
Not one Russian, no_Israeli, no Englishman or North American was pun-
ished in even a single instance hecause he carried out commands given to him
while he was in an official position or under military oath. Why should the
gallows or the penitentiary be reserved for Germans only?

‘But I am getting ahead of my story. It is time to Outline my rank and
duties in the events which | shall discuss, and to introduce myself:

Name: Adolf Otto Eichmann
Nationality: German _
Occupation: Lieutenant Colonel SS (retired)
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The area of my section’ authority was those Jewish matters within the
competence of the Gestapo. Ori maI_IP/ this centered on the problems of find-
ing out whether a person was a Gentile or aJew. Ifhe turned out to be aJew,
we were the administrative authority which deprived him of his German cit-
izenship and confiscated his progerty. Ultimately we declared him an enemy
of the state. After the onetime German Fiihrer gave the order for the physi-
cal annihilation of the Jews, our duties shifted. We suRe[ws_ed Gestapo
seizures of German Jews and the trains that took them to their final destina-
tion. And throughout German-occupied Europe my advisers from my office
saw to it that the local governments turned their Jewish citizens over to the
German Reich. For all this, of course, I will answer. | was not asleep during
the war years. _ _ o o

| began my work with the Jewish question in 1935 in Berlin where | had
been transferred after service with one of the early SS training companies. My
first assignment there had been extremely dull, sorting what ultimately
became a huge card index of Jews, Freemasons, members of various secret
societies and other subversive elements in the Reich. In time, however, my
superiors allowed me to start work on the solution of the Jewish problem.

| must confess that | did not greet this assignment with the apathy of an
0X bem[q led to his stall. On the contrary, | was fascinated with it. My chief,
General” Reinhard Heydrich, encouraged me to study and acquaint myself
e\l/t%n wﬁhb |ésI theological aspects. Inthe end | learned to speak Fietirew,
although badly.

Sogme of r¥1y early work was with the Niirnberg laws, in force since 1935.
Under the formula adopted at that time for “Final Solution of the Jewish

uestion,” the laws were intended to drive Jews out of all phases of German
Iife. My experience in this field was often of a confidential and rather embar-
rassing nature, as when | established that the Fiihrers diet cook, who was at
one time his mistress, was 1/32nd Jewish. My immediate Superior, Lieutenant
General Figinrich Muller, quickly classified my report as Top Secret.

In 1937 after | had been strugglmg with Fiebrew for two and a halfyears,
| had a chance to take a trip to Palestine. We were most interested in the
Palestine eml%ratlon and | wanted to find out at what point a Jewish state in
Palestine mI{] t be set up. Unfortunately Palestine was then in turmoil and
the British turned down my application for an extended stay. | did see
eno_uglh to be very impressed” by what the Jewish colonists were building up
their land. | admired their deSperate will to live, the more so since I"was
myself an idealist.
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In the years that followed | often said to Jews with whom I had dealings
that, had I been a Jew, | would have heen a fanatical Zionist. 1 could not
imagine being anything else. In fact, | would have been the most ardent
Zionist imaginable.

A yellow star on their clothing
In those days before the outbreak of the war, the former ?pvernm_ent of the
Reich hoped to solve the Jewish problem by forced emigration. This was eas-
ler said than done, since one had to reckon here the difficulties of emigration
as a mass project. The Jewish organizations with the widest experience in this
had already been closed down as unacceptable to the %overnment. There was
also a ten encg among Jews to wait it out on the theory that the Hitler
regime would be of short duration. Of the 500,000 avowed Jews who were
in Germany in 1933, plus a number who were considered Jews under the
Niimberg Laws, not more than 130,000 managed to leave hefore 1938,
|t may have been the Propaﬂanda Ministry that first thought up the idea
of forcing all Jews to wear a yellow star on their clothing. | remember that
when Julius Streicher heard about it he whinnied with delight. His newspa-
per, Der Stunner, devoted an entire issue to this matter, | naturally took part
In the administrative details, since as the department head for Jewish affairs
in the Gestapo mr countersignature was required. In fact, | recall the daK
when | received holts and bolts ofyellow cloth to distribute. | issued the clot
to m\x/JeV\_nsh functionaries and they trotted off with them.
e did not devise the yellow star to put pressure on the Jews themselves.
On the contrary, its purpose was to control the natural tendency of our
German peoRle to come fo the aid of someone in trouble. The marking was
intended to hinder any such assistance to Jews who were being harassed. We
wanted Germans to feel embarrassed, to feel afraid of having ang contact with
Jews. S0 our administration was quite haﬁp to distribute these bolts of yellow
cloth and to re%ulate the time limit by which the stars would have to be' worn.
It was in 1938, at the reunion of Austria with the German Reich, that
General Heydrich gave me the order, in my capacity as a specialist in Jewish
affairs, to set the Jewish emigration in motion from Vienna. _
| found Jewish life in Austria completely disorganized. Most Jewish orga-
nizations had already been closed down by the police and their leaders put
under arrest. To speed up emigration | called in local Jewish leaders and
established a central office for Jewish emigration. It was located in the
Rothschild Palace in the Prinz Eugen Strasse. _ _ _
As with the other, similar central offices, the Vienna office permitted
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emigrating Jews to take household goods with them. For the custody and
administration of Jewish property so-called administrative and accounting
centers were later created which worked with tidy accuracy and correctness.
Reichsfuhrer Heinrich Himmler, who surprisingly enough often busied him-
self with the smallest details of the Jewish Brobleml personally set up the
strict administrative standards which were observed In this field. In Vienna
alone we were able to prepare as many as 1,000 Jews daily for emigration.

The Jewish SS sergeajnt _ _
One of the most useful of the Jewish leaders in these days was a Dr. Storfer
a senior civil servant who had been a major in the Austrian army in World
War 1. I'had aweakness for this Dr. Storfer. He never took a penny from his
racial comrades and he had a very nice, proper way of negotiating.
Unfortunately, years later Storfer made a stupid blunder. He tried fo escape.
My second n command had never liked him and he had him shot at
Auschwitz. _

In general we respected Jewish combat veterans of World War |. We even
had some Jewish SS men who had taken part in the early struggles of the
Nazis—about 50 of them in Germany and Austria. | remember glvm%: my
Personal attention to aJewish SS ser%eant, a good man, who wanted to leave
or Switzerland. 1 had instructed the border control to let him pass, but when
he reached the Swiss horder he apparently thought something had gone
wrong. He tried to cross ||Ie?a||ythrou%h the woods and he was shot. He was
a 100 percent Jew, a man ofthe most honorable outlook. ,

Throu_?h al this period | saw the Jewish problem as a question to be
solved politically. So did Himmler and the entire Gestapo. It was not a mat-
ter of emotion, My SS comrades and | rejected the crude devices ofburn{/r\}g
temples, robbing Jewish stores and maltreating Jews on the streets. We
wanted no violence. One of my former officers was expelled from the SS for
beating u% four or five Jews in the cellar of our offices. Barring such excep-
tions, elalc of us, as an individual, had no wish to harm the individual Jew
ersonally.
p For the sake of the truth | cannot refrain from mentioniné; asmall inci-
dent in which | myselfviolated this code of correctness. On day I called in
Dr. Lowenherz, whom | appointed director of the Jewish community in
Vienna. He answered my questions with evasions and, | believe, untruth,
Owing to a temporary lack of self-control, I hit him in the face. | mentioned
this affair to Dr. Lowenherz later in the presence of some of my subordinates
and expressed my regrets to him over the matter.
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As late as 1940, after we beat the French, we were devising plans for fur-
ther mass emigration of the Jews to Madagascar. | had my legal experts draft
a complete law covering the resettlement of the Jews there on territory which
was to be declared Jewish. They would live there without restraint except, of
course, theY would he under the protectorate of the German Reich.
Unfortunately, by the time the obstacles created b){ bureaucracy for this plan
had been overcome, the scales of victory were balanced in such a way that
Madagascar was out of our grasp.

The final solution: liquidation ) o

The continuance of the war finally changed out attitude on emigration
entirely. In 1941 the Ftihrer himself ordered the physical annihilation of the
Jewish enemy. What made him take this step | do not know. But for one
thing the war in Russia was not going along in the Blitz fashion the High
Command had planned. The ruinous stru%gle on two fronts had begun. And
already Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the world Zionist leader, had declared war on
Germany in the name of Jewry. It was inevitable that the answer of the
Fiihrer would not be long in coming. o .

Soon after the order General HeYdrlqh called me to his office in the Prinz
Albrecht Strasse. He told me about Reichsfuhrer Himmler’s order that all
emigration of Jews was to be prohibited—with no more exceptions. He
assured me that neither 1 nor my men would have anything to do with the
physical liquidation. We would"act only as policemen; that is, we would
round up the Jews for the others, _ _ _

By this time the formula “Final Solution for the Jewish Question” had
taken 'on a new meaning: liquidation. In this new sense we discussed it at a
special conference on Jan. 10,1942 in the Wannsee section of Berlin. It was
I'who had to bustle over to Heydrich with the Portfollo of invitations on
which he scribbled his “Heydrich,” stroke for stroke. So we sent out the
vvtiP]oIe dtht|_ng. A few people declined to participate, on grounds principally of
other duties.

After the conference, as | recall, Heydrich, Muller and your humble ser-
vant sat cozily around the fireplace. | noticed for the first time that Heydrich
was smoking. Not only that, but he had a cognac. Normally he touched
nothing alcoholic. The only other time | had seen him drinking was at an
office Party years hefore. We all had drinks then. We sang songs. After awhile
We got up on the chairs and drank a toast, then on the table and then round
and round—on the chairs and on the table again. Heydrich taught it to us.
|t was an old North German custom,
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But we sat around peacefully after our Wannsee Conference, not just
talking shop but giving ourselves a rest after so many taxing hours.

It"is not true that Reichsfuhrer Himmler set down in writing anything
ordering the annihilation of the Jews. Do you think he sat down towrite,
“My dear Eichmann, the Fiihrer has ordered the physical annihilation of the
Jews?" The truth is that Himmler never put a liné in writing on this subject
| know that he always gave his instructions orally to Lieut. General Oswald
Pohl, in charge of the economic administration which ran the concentration
camps. | never received any order of this sort.

~ I'would like to stress again, however, that my department never gave a
single annihilation order. We were responsible only for deportations. In every
European country under our jurisdiction it was thie job of the Jewish Adviser
(the representative of my ofhce? to work through local officials until he had
attained our goal: a roundup of the Jews and their delivery to the transports.

| had CaF)taln Richter sitting in Bucharest, Captain Wisliceny in Pressburg

[Bratislava], Dannecker in Paris, etc. All these Jewish Advisers enjox_ed the

reatest respect, for each of them was really the long arm of Himmler himself.

Ithough ' myselfhad a relatively low rank, | was the only department head in
the Gestapo with mz own representatives in foreign countries. If one of my
sgeaallsts got in trouble with a local commander, I would then have my buread
chief, General Muller, give the necessary7orders. Muller was more feared than
Reichsfuhrer Himmler.” _ .

| carefully set up my timetables for the transports with the Ministry of
Transportation, and the"trains were soon rolling. But through the years we
met many difficulties. In France the French police heli)ed only hesitantly.
After its “initial enthusiasm for the project, the Laval government itself
became more and more cautious, Italy and Belgium were by and large fail-
ures. And in Holland the hattle for the Jews was especially hard and bitter.
The Dutch, for one thing, did not make the distinction between Dutchmen
and Jews with Dutch citizenship. A {)er_so_n was either Dutch, they said, or he
wasnt. Denmark posed the greatest difficulties of all. The King intervened
for the Jews there, and most of them escaped. _ _ _

Yet we managed after astruggle to get the deportations going. Trainloads
of Jews were soon leaving from France and Holland. It was not for nothing
that 1 made so many trips to Paris and The Hague. My interest here was onlz
in the number of transport trains | had to provide. Whether they were ban
directors or mental cases, the people who ware loaded on these frains meant
nothing to me. It was really none of my business.
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In general, | found that there were fewer problems with local authorities
the farther east you went—with the exception of the assimilated Jews in
Hungary. The Romanian operations went off without friction. Captain
Richter'in Bucharest was a good man. Eager to strike against these parasites,
the Romanians astonishingly eno_uPh liquidated thousands and thousands of
their own Jews. Slovakian officials offered their Jews to us like someone
throwing away sour beer. Tiso, the Catholic priest who ran the government
there, was an anti-Semite, o _ _
~Tisos attitude contrasted with mine. | am no anti-Semite. | was gust polit-
ically opposed to Jews because they were stealing the breath of life from us.

The chambers at Maidenek _ _ o
|t was in the latter part of 1941 that | saw the first preparations for annihi-
lating the Jews, General Heydrich ordered me to visit Maidanek, a Polish vil-
lage near Lublin. A German police captain showed me how they had man-
aged to build airtight chambers disquised as ordinary Polish farmers’ huts,
seal them hermetically, then inject the exhaust gas from a Russian U-boat
motor. | remember it all verr exactly because | never thought that anything
like that would be possible, technically speaking. _

‘Not long afterward Heydrich had me carry an order to Major General
Odilo Globocnik, SS commander of the Lublin district. | cannot remember
whether Heydrich gave me the actual message or whether I had to draw it up.
It ordered Globocnik to start liquidating a quarter million Polish Jews.

Later that year | watched my first execution. It was at Minsk, which had
recently come under German occupation. | was sent by my immediate Supe-
rior, General Muller. Muller never stirred from behind his desk at Gestapo
headquarters but he knew everything that went on in Europe. He liked to
send me around on his benalf.” | was in effect a traveling salesman for the
Ees%a_po, just as | had once been a traveling salesman for an oil company in

Ustria.

Muller had heard that Jews were being shot near Minsk, and he wanted
a report. | went there and showed my orders to the local SS commander.
;‘hThatS a fine coincidence,” he said. “Tomorrow 5,000 of them are getting

elrs.”

When | rode out the next morning, they had already started, so | could
see only the finish. Although | was wearing a leather coat which reached
almost to my ankles, it was vey" cold. | watched the last group of Jews
undress, down to their shirts. They walked the last 100 or 200 yards—they
were not driven—then they jumped into the pit. It was impressive to see
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them all Jumpm? into the pit without offering any resistance whatsoever.,
Then the men of the squad hanged away into the pit with their rifles and
machine pistols. . _

_Why did the scene linger so Ion% in my memory? Perhaps because | had
children myself. And there were children in the pif. I saw a women hold a
child of a |gear or two into the air, pleading. At that moment all | wanted to
say was, “Don' shoot, hand over the child....” Then the child was hit.

| was so close that later | found bits of brains splattered on my long
|eather coat. My driver helped me remove them. Then we returned to Berlin.
The Gestapo chauffeurs did not like to drive me, principally because | rarely
spoke more than 20 words during a 12-hour trip, as for instance the long
haul from Berlin to Paris. On this trip back from Minsk I spoke hardly a
word. | was thinking. Not that | had become contemptuous of National
Socialism after watching this previously unimaginable event. | was reflecting
on the meaning of life n general. o

Having seen what | had in Minsk, 1 said this when I reported back to
Muller: “The solution, Gruppenfiihrer, was supposed to have been a politi-
cal ong. But now that the Fithrer has ordered a physical solution, obviously
a physical solution it must be. But we cannot go on conducting executions
as they were done in Minsk and, | believe, other places. Of necessity our men
will be educated to hecome sadists. We cannot Solve the Jewish Erob!em by
p#_tlténg atbullegthrough the brain of a defenseless woman who is holding her
child up to us. _ ,

Muller did not answer. He just looked at me in a fatherly, benevolent
fashion. | never could figure him out. _ _

Later in that same winter Muller sent me to watch Jews being gassed in
the Litzmannstadt [Lodz%_area of central Poland. T must stress that the
%assmg was not dong on his orders, but Muller did want to know about it.

e was a very thorough government official. _

Arriving at Litzmannstadt, | drove out to the designated place where a
thousand Jews were about to board buses. The buses were normal, high-win-
dowed affairs with all their windows closed. During the trip, | was told, the
carbon monoxide from the exhaust pipe was conducted into the interior of
the buses. It was intended to kill the passengers immediately.

A doctor who was there su%g_ested that | look at the people inside one
bus through a peephole in the drivers seat. | refused. | couldnt look. This
was the first time that | had seen and heard such a thing and my knees were
buckling under me. 1 had been told that the whole process took only three
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minutes, but the buses rode along for about a quarter ofan hour.

We reached our destination and hell opened up for me for the first time,

The bus in which I was riding turned and backed up before a pit about two
meters deep. The doors opened. Some Poles who stood there jumped into the
buses and threw the corpses into the pit. | was badly shaken by what | then
saw. Another Pole with a pair of pliers in his hand jumped info the pit. He
went through the corPses, opening their mouths. Whenever he saw a gold
tooth, he pulled it out and dumped it into a small bag he was carryln%. _
~ When | reported hack to Muller in Berlin, he chided me for not avmgi
timed the procedure with a stopwatch. 1 said to him, “This sort of thing can
([;o on. Th|n%s shouldnt be done this way.” | admitted | had not been able to
ook through the peephole. This time, too, Muller behaved like a sphinx. He
forgave me, so to sgeak, for not having looked. Perhaps “forgive” sounds like
an 0dd expression here, _

The executions at Litzmannstadt and Minsk were a deep shock to me.
Certainly I too had been a|m|n?. at a solution of the Jewish problem, but not
like this. Of course, at that fime | had not yet seen burned Germans,
Germans shrunken like mummies in death, 1"had yet to see the heavy
imploring eyes of the old couple in a Berlin air raid shelter who lay crushed
beneath a beam, begging me to shoot them. I couldnt bear to shoot them,
but I told mr sergeant to do so, ifhe could. If I had known then the horrors
that would later happen to Germans, it would have been easier for me to
watch the Jewish executions. At heart [ am avery sensitive man. | simply cant
look at any suffering without trembling myself.

The gas chambers at Auschwitz ] ]
| never had anything directly to do with the gas chambers, which evolved
from early measures like those at Litzmannstaat. But I did visit Auschwitz
repeatedly. It had an unpleasant smell. Even today | do not know how the
assing was carried out. 1 never watched the entire process. Even a man like
0ess, the commandant at Auschwitz, described the matter to me in a rather
rose-colored way. o _
| knew Hoess well. He did his duty at Auschwitz, as any other man
would have done it. It was Hoess who once told me that Reichsfiihrer
Himmler, taking a personal look at the entire liquidating action, had declared
that this was a bloody fight which our coming generations would need to
fight no more. | valued Hoess as an excellent comrade and a very proger fel-
{/c\)lw. Ig%\/ was a good family man, and he held the Iron Cross from the first
orld War.
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Since the war | have read that two and a half million Jews were physi-
cally liquidated under Hoesss command. | find this figure incredible. The
capacity of the camp ar%ues against it. Many of the Jews confined there were
Fut on"work details and survived. After the war the Auschwitzers sprouted
ike mushrooms out of the forest floor after a rain. Hundreds of thousands of
them are today in the best of health. _ o

Along with the liquidation camps we continued to maintain the ghetto
S)(stem. |'would not say I originated the ghetto system. That would e to
claim too great a distinction. The father ofthe i;hettosstemwas the ortho-
dox Jew, who wanted to remain by himself. In 1939, when we marched into
Poland, we found a Vs/vstem of ghettos already in existence, begun and main-
tained by the Jews. We merely regulated these, sealed them offwith walls and
barbed wire and included even more Jews than were dweIIm% in them,

The assimilated Jew was of course very unhappy about being moved to
a ghetto. But the Orthodox were pleased with the arrangement, as were the
Zionists. The latter found ghettos a wonderful device for accustoming Jews
to community living. Dr. Epstein from Berlin once said to me that Jewry was
grateful for thie chance | gave it to learn community life at the 3hetto | found-
ed at Theresienstadt, 40° miles from _Pralgue. Hesaid it made an excellent
school for the future in Israel. The assimilated Jews found ghetto life degrad-
ing and non-Jews may have seen an unpleasant element of force in it. But
basically most Jews feel well and happy In their ghetto life, which cultivates
their peculiar sense of unity.

Revolt of Warsaw Jews ) )
The uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto in 1943, however, taught us a bitter les-
son about putting excessive numbers of people into these enclosures. Not
long after this uPrlsmg | received in my office a photo album with an accom-
Panym? memo from Reichsfiihrer Himmler, the album showed the phases of
hat battle, whose severity surprised even the German units fighting in it. |
still recall today how we’in the SS and the Wehrmacht suffered dispropor-
tionately high casualties puttln% down this revolt. | could not believe, seeing
the pictures, that men in a ghetto could fight like that.

During this great bloodletting in Warsaw the order went out to the
German occupation authorities to comb the country relentlessly. This was
go?e ao Eho”roughly that after a while there was no more Jewish question in

oland at all.
~ Elsewhere, even inside the Reich itself, the Warsaw Ghetto_upnsmg had
its effect in stringent measures against those Jews still engaged in forced fac-
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tory labor. It was not in vain that Himmler put his entire weight behind this
severity. Previously the directors of the big German factories, even Goring
himself, the administrator of the Four Year Plan, had intervened on behalf of
sparing Jews for the labor force. Now we in the Gestapo said simply, “Very
well, you take the res%nsmlllty that things do not come to an uprising like
the Warsaw Ghetto.” When we said that, the urge to intervene left them.
~ The Warsaw Ghetto uprising had an equally strong effect with authori-
ties in the other occupied countries. Every national leadership was anxious to
remove factors of unrest. My advisers now had a perfect entree in the coun-
tries where they were assigned. We could and did use the Warsaw example
like a traveling salesman who sells an article all the more easily by showing a
special advertising attraction. _
- With Hungary we were particularly concerned. The Hungarian Jews had
lived through the war relatively unfouched by severe restrictions. Now
Himmler made it clear that he wanted Hungary combed with a tremendous
thoroughness before the Jews could really wake up to our plans and orgamze
artisan resistance. For this reason, he chose me to lead the march into
un a%y in person. _

efore dawn on March 19, 1944, I was Ieadm% an SS convoy from the
Mauthausen concentration camp toward Budapest, on these orders from
Reichsfiihrer Himmler to clear the Jews out of Hungary. My men were
equipped with combat %ear in case the Hungarians resisted. We had several
air raid warnings along the way. SuddenlY my advance guard halted. The col-
umn came to a stop. lipped off probably by one of my assistants, the unit
commanders qathered around my Personal truck and drank a toast to me
with the rum they were issued for the march. It was my 38th birthday, my
seventh & an SS officer,. _ _

On a Sunday morning in brilliant sunshine we crossed the horder into
Hungary. Instead of rifle fire or rebellious shouts we were greeted with cheers
by the wllaggrs and treated to white bread and wine. We put away our small
arms then, ecause it was obvious there would be no resistance. That after-
noon we rolled into Budapest and | immediately set up asmall office in a cor-
ner of my bedroom in one of the ﬁreat hotels. _ _

| worked almost all that night putting out decrees calling the Jewish
political officials to the first conferences the following day. 1 had already
given ordlers to collect these Jewish officials in advance. Because I planned to
work with them, | wanted to insure that they would not be harmed by any
right-wing hysteria,
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In Hungary my basic orders were to ship all Jews out of the country in
as short a time as possible. Now, after Years ofworking behind a desk, | had
come out into the raw reality of the field. As Muller put it theﬁ had sent me,
the “master” himself, to make sure the Jews did not revolt as they had in the
Warsaw Ghetto, | use the word “master” in quotation marks because people
used it to describe me. I did not use it first. _

Since they had sent the “master,” however, | wanted to act like a master.
| resolved to show how well ajob could be done when the commander stands
100 percent behind it. By sh|Pp|ng the Jews off in a lightening operation, |
wanted to set an example for future campaigns elsewhere.

The shipments to Auschwitz . )

All told, we succeeded in Brocessmg about halfa million Jews in Hungary. |
once knew the exact number that we shipped to Auschwitz, but today | Can
only estimate that it was around 350,000 in a period of about four months,
But, contrary to legend, the majority of the deportees were not gassed at all
but put to work in munitions plants. That iswhy there are thousands of Jews
happily alive today who are included in the statistical totals of the “liquidat-
ed.” Besides those we sent to Auschwitz, there were thousands and thousands
who fled, some secretly, some with our connivance. It was child’ play for a
Jew to reach relative safety in Rumania if he could muster the few pengo to
Bay for a railroad ticket or an auto ride to the border. There were also

00,000 Jews left in a huge ghetto when the Russians arrived, and thousands
more waiting to emigrate illegally to Palestine or simply hiding out from the
HunPa_rlan endarmerie. _

It is clear from statistics, then, that our operation was not a hattle fought
with knives, Flstols, carbines or poison gas. We used spiritual methods to
reach our goal. Let us keep this distinction clear, because physical liquidation
is a vulgar, coarse action.

Soon after we arrived in Budapest | met a Dr. Laszlo Endre, then a
Budapest country official, who was eager to free Hungary of the Jewish
‘Dlague,” ashe put it, One evening he arranged a little supper for me and m
assistant, Captain Dieter Wisliceny. Two or three other Hun%ar_lan officials
were present and an orderly in livery who stood at Dr. Endre$ side. On this
evening the fate of the Jews in Hungary was sealed. _ ,

As 1 got to know Dr. Endre, I noticed his ener%y and his ardent desire to
serve his Hungarian fatherland. He made it clear that in his present position
he was unable to do positive work toward solving the Jewish question. So, |
suggested to Major General Winkelmann, the ranking SS officer in Hungary,
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that Dr. Endre be transferred to the Ministry of the Interior. The transfer
took several weeks, which | spent conferring with various Jewish officials and
learning about Jewish life in Hun%arg. Then one day Dr. Endre became sec-
ond secretary in the Ministry of the Interior, and a certain Laszlo Baky
became first secretary. o

Over the years 1 had learned through practice which hooks to use to
catch which fish, and I was now able to make the operation easy for myself.
|t was clear to me that |, s a German, could not demand the Jéws from the
Hungarians. We had had too much trouble with that in Denmark. So | left
the entire matter to the Hunga_rlan authorities. Dr. Endre, who became one
of the best friends I have had in my life, put out the necessary regulations,
and BakaY and his Hungarian Gendarmerie carried them ouf. Once these
two secrefaries %ave their orders, the Minister of the Interior had to sign
them. And so it was no miracle that the first transport trains were soon
roll%toward Auschwitz,

e Hungarian police caught the Jews, brought them together and
|oaded them on the trains under the direct command of Lieut. Colonel Laszlo
Ferencz¥ of the Gendarmerie, who came from an old, landed family. If I may
d|?ress or a moment, | remember that he invited me once to his country
estate, where we had a little Hun?,anan snack of slices of hacon and onion
stuck on sticks and roasted over a fire. We ate them with wine from the lieu-
tenant colonel’s vineyards. | since have read that he was hanged after 1945,

| never watched the Jews being loaded onto the trains. It was a minor
matter for which | had no time. Since the job was the responsibility of the
Gendarmerie, it would have constituted an interference with the ‘Internal
affairs of Hungary if | had even observed the loadings. After all, the
Hungarian government was still a sovereign power, although it had reached
certain agreements with the Reich,

Himmlers instructions were for me to comb the Jews out of eastern
Hungary first. The two secretaries gave the aloproPrlate orders to the
Hungarian police. | was also instructed to send almost all transports to the
railroad station at Auschwitz, and | ordered Captain Novak to draw up a
timetable and arrange for the necessary trains from the Reich’ transportation
ministry. To each train | assigned a squad of Orpos—uniformed German
police—from the several hundred assigned to me.

My men had as one of their basic orders that all necessary harshness was
to be avoided. This fundamental Frmmple was also accepted by the Hungarian
officials. In practice they may not have adhered to it 100 percent. But that did
not and could not interest me, because it was not my responsibility.
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Inhumanity among the Hungarians

There were, however, individual cases where my men were shocked by the
inhumanity of the.I-_Iun?arlan police. Wisliceny reported to me that the
Gendarmes were driving the Jews into the cars like cattle to a slaughterhouse,
not everywhere but in some districts. Several times | reminded the
Hungarian government in writing—nothing was done orally in my office—
that we did not want to punish individual Jews. We wanted to work toward
a political solution. _ _

Nevertheless, even as our own units were guilty of roughness here and
there. | once saw a soldier beat a frail old Jew over the head with a rubber
club. 1 spoke to the soldier, reported him to his commander and demanded
he be punished and demoted. Himmler would not stand for that kind of
thmgi. hat is sadism. »

would like to add here that when millions of Germans were deported
by the Allies after the war from Eastern Europe to Germany, the operation
was not carried out the way we did it with Prussian exactness about Broyl-
sions and transportation. Although we had the greatest difficulty in obtain-
ing trains, the Jews were always shipped in covered, not open cars, and always
by the quickest possible routes.

In Hungary it sometimes happened that there were too few slop huckets
on the train, t0o little drinking water or no drinking water at all, or that the
provisions were bad or stolen urmg the loading. The Gendarmes sometimes
overloaded the cars to empty the debarkation camp as quickly as possible. You
can imagine how it was when the Hungarians peremptorily ordered
“Everybody in, in, in. The border comes in 240 kilometers, and then Germany.
Let the Germans finish things up.”
~ Matters were different on Reich territory where we had full_i)owers. The
lieutenant of the quard, for example, could hold the train up until fresh water
was provided and'the slop buckets emptied and cleaned out, if only to avoid
epidemics. After all, we were supposed to brmg the material to the concen-
tration camp ready to start work, not sickly and exhausted.

“In spite of all"our efforts Commandant Hoess at Auschwitz often com-
plained about the condition of the Jews who arrived from Hungary. This
Proves that Auschwitz was not ,onmanly a death camp. |f Hoess simply sent
he Jews into the oven, it would not have made any difference to him. He
would not have complained to General Pohl, his chief, when a few corpses
were lying around in the cars because peogle had given them too little to eat
or drink. And Pohl would certainly not have asked to see me, making the
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complaints known to me in rather blunt terms. | replied of course that | was
not _reall}/ responsible because the Hungarian goverment had arranged the
details of the loading. _ _ _ o

As the transport trains rolled into Auschwitz, sometimes b_rm?mg &
mani/ a5 10,000 units a day, the camp staff had to work day and night. | was
on close, comradely terms with Hoess and he told me he"could not under-
stand why | showed absolutely no consideration for him and his staff. But
how could I? | was just as limited a specialist in my own sector as he was in
his. Yet | liked to visit him. He lived with his wife and children in a five-room
house on the campgrounds. It was a homey place, clean and simple and fur-
nished in SS-style natural wood.

The charred mountain of corpses

| remember clearly the first time he guided me around the camp. He showed
me everything, and at the end he took me to a grave where the corpses of the
gassed Jews lay piled on astrongi iron grill. Hoess§ men poured some inflam-
mable liquid over them and set them on fire. The flesh stewed like stew meat,
The s!ﬂht made such an impression on me that today, after a dozen years, |
can still see that mountain of corpses in front of me. _

Hoess may have seen disgust in my face, but I spoke to him sterly:
“When [ see your corpses, | think of those charred German bodies in the air
raid shelters in Berlin.” , _

Once the deportations to Auschwitz were running smoothly, | turned to
concentrate on negotiations with the Jewish political community officials in
Budapest. In this 1 was carrym? out the second hasic Objective of
Reichsfiihrer Himmler: to ar[ange I possible for a million Jews to"go free in
exchange for 10,000 winterized trucks, with trailers, for use against the
Russians on the Eastern Front,
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Only Heinrich Himmler could turn off the liquidation machine. It was in
1944, the year of the assassination attempt on Hitler, when Reichsfuhrer
Himmler took over as commander of the Reserve Army, that he authorized
me to propose an exchange; one million Jews for 10,000 winterized trucks
with trailers. The world Jewish organization could decide for itselfwhat Jews
it wanted to choose. We asked only that they get us 10,000 trucks. Thanks
to Himmlers directive, | could assure them, on'my word of honor, that these
trucks would be used only on the Eastern front. AS I said at the time, “When
the 10,000 winterized trucks with trailers are here, then the liquidation
machine in Auschwitz will be stopped.” o
~In obedience to Himmlers directive | now concentrated on negotiations
with the Jewish i)olmcal officials in Budapest. One man stood out among
them, Dr. Rudolf Kastner, authorized representative of the Zionist move-
ment. This Dr. Kastner was a young man about my age, an ice-cold lawyer
and a fanatical Zionist. He agreed to help keep the Jews from resisting depor-
tation and even keep order In the collection camps if I would close my eyes
and let a few hundred or a few thousand young Jews emigrate illegally to
Palestine. It was a good bargain. For keeping order in the camps, the price of
r%_S,EOfO to 20,000 Jews—in the end there may have been more—was not too
igh for me. _ _

Except perhaps for the first few sessions, Kastner never came to me fear-
ful of the Gestapo strong man. We negotiated entirely as equals. People for-
?et that. We were political opponents trying to arrive at a settlement, and we
rusted each other perfectly. When he was with me, Kastner smoked ciga-
rettes as though he were in a coffeehouse. While we talked he would smoke
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one aromatic cigarette after another, taking them from a silver case and light-
ing them with a little silver lighter. With his ?reat polish and reserve he
would have made an ideal Gestapo officer himself.

Dr. Kastner’s main concern was to make it possible for a select group of
Hungarian Jews to emigrate to Israel. But the Arrow Cross, the Hungarian
fascist party, had grown strong and stubborn, Its inspectors permitted no
exceptions to the mass deportations. So the Jewish officials turned to the
German occupation authorities. They realized that we were specialists who
had learned about Jewish affairs throtigh years of practice.

Immensely idealistic Zionists o . .
As a matter of fact, there was a very strong similarity between our attitudes in
the SS and the viewpoint of these immensely idealistic Zionist leaders who
were fighting what might be their last battle. As | told Kastner: “We, too, are
idealists and we, too, had to sacrifice our own blood before we came to power.”
| believe that Kastner would have sacrificed a thousand or a hundred
thousand of his blood to achieve his political 80_a|. He was not interested in
old Jews or those who had hecome assimilated into H_unﬁarlan souely. But
he was incredibly persistent in trying to save hiologically valuable Jewish
blood, that is, human material that was capable of reproduction and hard
work. “You can have the others,” he would say, “but let me have this group
here.” And because Kastner rendered us a great service by helplnlg keep the
deportation camps peaceful, | would let his groups escape. After all, | was not
concerned with small groups of a thousand or so Jews. N

At the same time” Kastner was bargaining with another SS official, a

Colonel Kurt Becker. Becher was bartering Jews for foreign exchange and

oods on direct orders from Himmler. A crafty operator, Becher had come to

ungary originally to salvage a stud farm which the SS wanted. He soon
wormed his way into dealings with the Jews. In away, Reichsfiihrer Himmler
was Becher’ captive. Becher showed me once a gold necklace he was taking
to our chief, a gift for a little lady by whom Himmler had a child. There were
other agencies, German and Hun%arlan which tapped Kastner for fore|%n
exchanqe in return for Jews, but | held aloof from money affairs and left the
material transactions to Becher. _

Men under Bechers command guarded a special group of 700 Jews
whom Kastner had requested from a list. They were mostly (young people,
although the group also included Kastner’ entire family. I did not care if
Kastner took his relatives along. He could take them wherever he wanted to.
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The gentleman’s agreement o .
This 1s how most of the illegal emigrations were arranged: a group of special
Jews was taken into custody and brought together in‘a place demgnated by
Kastner and his men, where they were put under SS guard to keeP them from
harm. After the Jewish political organizations arranged transportation out of
the country, I instructed the border police to let these transports pass unhin-
dered. They traveled generally by night. That was the “gentlemans agree-
ment” I had with Kastner,
~ After leaving Hungary, the Jews could then travel through neutral for-

eign countries or stay hidden, usually in Romania, until the necessary
steamships arrived to ‘take them on board. When they reached Israel, the
ships waited offshore until a few courageous Jews helped the passengers land
against the orders of the British mandate authorities. Since the refugees had
no valid papers, the Jewish organization must have sgent enormous sums of
money to bribe Romanian officials, who did not do these favors for nothm?.
All this went on with Himmler’ permission. | would never have dared to
dance to my own waltz. If | demanded rigid obedience from my own subor-
dinates, | fiad to be just &s rigid in carrying out my own Superior’s orders,
Otherwise | would have been abad SS commander, and I think | was a good
SS commander. o _

By the same token, my relationship with Dr. Kastner was strictly correct.
He never saw me or my ‘subordinates ever drink a single glass of wine or
Sc_hnaF_s, and there were certainly never any drunken orgies with Jews. I any-
thmg ike that had happened, | would have heard of it and I would have pun-
ished the offenders the way | punished my chauffeur, who once unscrewed a
toilet lid from my office because he needed a new toilet seat for his rented
room. He was expelled from the SS. Once, when the same man fell asleep
while driving my car, | made him march on foot all the way from Dresden
to Berlin. That is how | would have treated any of my men"who got drunk
or even had a drink with a Jew. S _

All my own agreements with the Jewish officials were more or less side-
transactions to the exchan?e of the million Jews for 10,000 winterized trucks
with trailers. Becher and ['were twice ordered to Himmler in Berlin to dis-
cuss it. Whether Himmler settled the actual terms of the exchange or
whether he left it to me, I do not remember. When 1 think back though, it
seems to me that I limmler may have authorized the offer for an “ai)proprl-
ate number,” and | set the figure at 10,000 to one million because | was an
idealist and wanted to accomplish a much as possible for the Reich.
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It was clear to me that for lack of numbers I could never have squeezed
a million Jews out of Hungary. But it was obvious that Jews were piled on
Jews in Auschwitz and the various concentration camps. So | assumed that
we could easily produce a million Jews. Jews from Hun%ary supplemented
with Jews from Germany, from Austria, from wherever they wanted to take
them. It would be a tragedy if the international Jewish community was not
able or willing to accept them.

Motorize the divisions . . _ _
| do remember Himmler specifically saying to me, “Eichmann, motorize the
8th and 22nd Cavalry Divisions.” This indicated the personal concern of
Himmler, who was soon to take over the Reserve Army, in receiving those
trucks. They were far more important than the lives of individual Jews. What
did he care"about a million Jews? His concern was his divisions. He aPpar-
ently did not want to motorize these two divisions, but rather to equip them
for se as a sort offast-movmlg task force. It was for this that he gave instruc-
tions to Lieut. General Oswald Pohl, who was in charge of the concentration
camp system, to kill no more Jews, to save them up, more or less.
~ After | received Himmler’ authorization I told my assistant Krumey to
bring me Joel Brand, a Hungarian Jew whom we had chosen to send to
Palestine to take a proposal to the Jewish leaders. Brand left on his trip some
time before the grain was hl?h, as an old country boy | remember the time
well. Krumey brought him fo Vienna, had him"furnished with the_i)roper
?apers and shipped him by plane to Istanbul, because Tu_rke%/ was still neu-
ral. When he gqt as far as Syria, he was arrested by the British, interrogated,
and imprisoned in Cairo. The Jewish leaclers never accepted our proposal.
| knew at the time that Brand was beln% held by the British because
Kastner was giving me constant reports. But when | let Brand leave the coun-
try, I had made sure his family stayed in Budapest so that | could have a quar-
antee of his return. Then as the weeks went by | said to Kastner, “Kastner,
Wu know what we agreed. Brand’s family stays herd because he must return.
hy doesn't he come back?” And so for'the first time | did use family pres-
sure, but | never turned pressure into practice because Dr. Kastners reports
still held out some hope. | never took any steps to keep Brand’s family from
eml%atmg illegally. 1f they had, I would never have known it _
eanwhile the deportations had to continue in spite of our pending
deal. But the Jews were to a certain extent “put on ice,” held in a camp ready
to be moved at any time. Suppose Brand had come back and told me,
“Obersturmbannfuhrer, the matter is settled. Five or ten thousand trucks are
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on their way. Give me a half million or a million Jews. You promised me that
ifl brough you ]posm\_/e report, you'l send 100,000 Jews to a neutral coun-
try as a deposit.” Then it would Have been easy for us to ship the Jews off
|f the deal had succeeded, | believe I could have arranged to ship the first
20,000 Jews in two days via Romania to Palestine or even via France to
Spain. If there had heen"any delaﬁ it would have come from the side of the
receivers. The plain fact was that there was no place on earth that would have
been ready to accept the Jews, not even this one million. _
‘We had a hearty, comradely relationship with the Hungarian secret
Bollce until the?/ learned that we were letting Jews emigrate behind their
acks. The gentlemen reacted stronglr._They refused to visit or consult with
us, and it became r_nx Job to smooth things over. Fortunately | had formed a
warm friendship with Dr. Laszlo Endre, the second secretary in the Ministry
of the Interior. | had even given him my own machine pistol & a gift (natu-
rally with the approval of my supenorsg. The two of us managed to restore
%ood relations, and | even spent a few weeks on Dr. Endre’ country estate.
t the time | was virtually out ofwork for lack of further numbers to deport.
~ Meanwhile, as the Russians advanced and the first symptoms of the com-
ing chaos were noticeable, the transports were halted. A series of Allied air
raids had torn up the Budapest-Vienna railroad track so that for a time no
trains could get _hrou%h. This made Dr. Endre impatient. He wanted to get
on with the solution ot the Jewish problem. “So I resolved to teach our oppo-
nents a lesson, to say, “Look, it does you no good when you bomb out our
railroads, because your allies, the Jews, have to endure the consequences.” |
roposed a forced' march of the Jews to the Reich’ border. General Emst
altenbrunner, the new chief of the Security Police and the Security Service,
gave me orders to that effect.

To preserve appearances _
As It turned out, the march cost more trouble than if | had sent 100, no, 500
trains to Auschwitz. Hungary was the window that showed the Reich to the
neutral foreign countries, and we Germans had accordingly to preserve
appearances. “You smashed our transportation routes but we will carry on in
the most elegant manner.” That was whiat the trek was for. The actual num-
ber of marchers was so unimportant that | have forgotten it. In any case it
was less than 20,000.

The plan was for the Jews to march to the border at Bur%enland, about
180 kilometers away. Every day a unit of 2,000 Jews began the march, and
then in ten or twelve days the first of the marchers must have reached the
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border. Everything possible was done to make the trip hygienic and safe. |
drove the route once myself, and on the whole distance | saw only two
corpses. They were old people. It is clear, as they sa%/, that where planing goes
on, chips will fall. The overall natural decrease on the trek, however, was onlz
one percent. When the grouRs arrived on the border, they were put to wor
helping German women, children and old people digging tank traps to
defend the Reich. o
With the march over, Dr. Endre congratulated me on the splendid fulfill-
ment of the mission, and | must admit, we had a drink to celebrate, a kind of
Schnaps called “mare’s milk” which | had never drunk before. It was excellent
ith the Russian advance moving closer, conditions in Hungary became
more and more chaotic. In Budapest the situation was tense. %old friend
and comrade, Major General August Zehender, commander of the 22nd SS
CavalrﬁDl\(lsmn which we had hoped to motorize, was defending Budapest
as the Russians drew near it. Then his artillery ran out of shells. Zehenders
position was near a streetcar station on the east side of the city, but his
ammunition deFot was several kilometers beyond the last streetcar stop to
the west. He told me in despair that the Russians were about to attack his
division and he had no ammunition for his hundred guns.

A living chain for shells

| proposed a living chain ofJews to carry shells from the depot and load them
on streetcars at the west end station. The streetcars could carry them through
the center of Budapest to the eastern end of the line where his.own units
could move them to the front line. My idea worked. We made a Ilvm? chain
of them, six or eight kilometers long, fo carry the shells from the depot to the
station. Then dozens of streetcars, one after the other, sped across Budapest
to meet Zehender’ men in the east. The guns blazed away.

As Christmas approached, I has nothing more to do In Hungary but no
orders to withdraw. 1 was having a drink with Zehender one day when he
told me that many of his officers had been killed and a whole company had
gone over to the Russians, _

“Give me a squadron,” I told my friend, “and I'll stay here through
New Years’ Day.” Then, in the presence of my aide, Zehender telephoned
Kaltenbrunner, who had replaced Heydrich as Himmler’ deputy. | put my
head close to his ear to hear what my chief said, but Zehender broke the
news: “Kaltenbrunner tells me it% impossible. You are too valuable.
Himmler would have his head.” And so my last attempt to see some action
was reduced to absurdity.
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_One or two days before Christmas Eve, 1944, all the German police
units were ordered to withdraw, except for one Gestapo group which stayed
behind as a gesture to the Huncﬁxarlans. They were all killed. So was m)( com-
rade Zehender, shot as he fought offthe enémy with his machine pistol. | left
Budapest at 3 PMon Christmas Eve, the last member of the German police
to leave the city. As my Mercedes raced westward, the road was already under
Russian artillery fire. A great flood of refugees streaming toward Vienna had
choked the highway for days, but now 1t was suddenly empty. It was &
though the road had died. ~ _

' made my last re]port to Himmler less than amonth before the final sur-
render of Germany. The Reichsfiihrer had been for some time negotiating
with Count Bernadotte about the Jews. He wanted to make sure that at least
100 of the most prominent Jews we could lay our hands on would be held
in a safe place. Thus he hoped to strengthen our hand, for almost to the end
Himmler was optimistic about making separate peace terms. “Well _?et_a
treaty,” he said to me, slapping his thlgih. “We'll lose a few feathers, but it will
be a'good one.” It was then mld-Aﬁrl 1945, _

immler went on to say that he had made some mistakes. “I'll tell you
one thing, Eichmann,” he said, “if | have to do it over a%am, | will set up the
concentration camps the way the British do. | made a big mistake there.” |
didnt know exactly what he meant by that, but he said it 1n such a pleasant
soft way that | uiderstood him o mean the concentration camps should
have been more elegant, more artful, more polite. o

During those last days | called my men into m){ Berlin office in the
Kurfiirsten Strasse and formally took leave of them. “If it has to be,” | told
them, “I will gladly jump into"my grave in the knowledge that five million
enemies of the Reich have already died like animals.” (“Enemies of the
Reich,” | said, not “Jews.”) | spoke these words harshly and with emphasis.
In fact, it gave me an extraordinary sense of elation to think I was exiting
from the stage in this way. o

My immediate superior, General Muller, had just said to me; “Ifwe had
had 50 Eichmanns, then we would have won the war.” This made me proud
even though, ironically, he spoke on the same day that | learned all was final-
ly lost. By that time my department was one of the few offices which was not
burned out from the bombing. | had set my subordinates like bloodhounds
on the trail of every incendiary bomb. I helped them myself. So the office was
in good condition. Later the whole Gestapo head “office moved in and
Squeezed me out.
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“Each one of the Gestapo officials was now out to select a civilian firm for
which he could say he had worked during the last few years. He could receive
employment certificates, “instructions” or correspondence from the company,
in aword, anything that would permit him to hide his real job from postwar
investigators, There were hundreds of civilian letterheads on'file in that office,
and ifa particular one was not available, we could always have it Pr_mted.

You could see how closely they crowded around the official in charge,
who made detailed notes on how each man wanted his faked papers to read.
The press was so thick that Muller and I had a large space in the back of the
room where | used to play music with m%/ subordinates. (I had played second
violin: my sergeant played first violin—he was a far better musician than 1.)
“Well, Eichmann,” Muller said, ‘what’ the matter with you?” Since my
retur from Hungary | had carried aStexr arm ﬁlStOL | said to Muller, indj-
cating the gun: “Gruppenfuhrer, I dont need these papers. Look here, this
is my certificate. When | see no other way out, it is my last medicine. | have
no need for anything else.” S

This is the truth: of all the Gestapo department heads in Berlin, | was
the only one who spat on these false certificates. Muller must have known |
was a reqular quy.

Resistance in the Alps .
My last journey was to Prague, where | visited Karl Hermann Frank, the SS
commander there. He told me | could not go back to Berlin. “Nothing is left
in Berlin,” he said, “the Russians have broken through somewnhere.”

| was finally able to get through to Kaltenbrunner. He ordered me to
proceed to the resort town of Altaussee in the Austrian Alps. | arrived there,
accordingly, at about the beginning of May and went directly to the slopes of
the Loser, the mountain above the village. In one of the tidy summer villas
in the Losers slope, the chief of the Security Service was quartered. _

| was received by his aide, an old and trusted friend of mine, Major
Scheidler. | walked into the next room to report and found Kaltenbrunner
himselfsitting behind a table, clothed in the uniform blouse of an SS gener-
al and some wedge-shaped ski pants tucked into some wonderful ski boots.
It was an odd costume for the “Last Days of Pompeii” feeling that then
oppressed us all, at least it did me. It was after lunch and he was playing soli-
taire, with asmall co%nac on the table. 1 asked him how things had come out.
“ItS bad,” he said, ‘the solitaire, | mean.”

He had Scheidler bring me a cognac, the usual orderly was not around.
The white snow of the Loser slope gleamed through the window. It had
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snowed heavily in the region, which would not be clear of snow until the end
of May. The foom was comfortably warm. The cognac tasted awfully good
despite my gloomy mood. _ _

~“What are you going to do now?” Kaltenbrunner said. You must realize
this was not like those occasions when | had been ordered to report in the
line of duty. Now the die had been cast and all these matters had become of
secondary importance. Ones brain was in a sense only half present. It was
hard to Concentrate on what was hqpﬁemng at the moment. This was the
beginning of that nervous shock which a few days later hit me like a ham-
mer. For 1t was now a fact that the Reich, for which we had feared and cared
S0 much, was smashed in pieces. _ o

Answering Kaltenbrunners question, | told him that | was Ig_omg into the
mountains. “That’ good,” he said. “Good for Reichsfiihrer Himmler, too.
Now he can talk to Eisenhower differently in his negotiations, for he will
ﬁnow tthgt if Eichmann is in the mountains he will never surrender, because

e cant.

So we concluded our official business and | went off to become a parti-
san chiefin Austria. | took my leave formally without any personal overtones,
as did Kaltenbrunner. He remained sﬂtmg at his solitaire, onIK his expression
revealing a certain friendliness to me. “ItS all a lot of crap. T e?ame Is up.”
These were the last words | ever heard from my good friend Kaltenbrunner.

| had quartered my people at one of the large resort hotels in Altaussee.
The hotel proprietor years afterward kept railing a,([]al_nst_‘“[hat dog Eichmann”
who requisitioned his hotel and let his giang run it, inflicting all sorts of fan-
cied damages. The complaint was, merely somethmﬁq_root_e in his wretched
shoPkeeperSmmd._B no means did we wreck everything in his hotel. On the
contrary, | finally yielded to the pressure of the doctor in charge of the neigh-
borm% field hospital, who had tearfully begged me to take my combat troops
out of Altaussee so that he might declare It an open city. So we evacuated.
Before my troops left, | personally saw the Red Cross nirses scrubbing and
cleaning Up, room b)( room, since the overcrowded h05ﬁ|ta| had to expand
into this pig’ hotel. 1t was set up as a hospital annex. The beneficiary of all
this clean-up operation was thus enabled to feather his own nest, _

Since Kaltenbrunner had given his orders, | collected all the h_eavx e%mp-
ment we had there and set out to organize a resistance movement in the Totes
Gebirge, above the town. The whole thing had now been dumped in my lap.
Besides, the reqularly assigned people in my department, | had some groups
of Waffen SS Soldiérs and a wild bunch from Schellenberg’s Intelll%ence
Section of the SS. Schellenberg’s crowd had been burned out of the
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Kremsmiinster monastery. | think they set it on fire themselves, but they
managed to get a few truckloads out with them. In the trucks were scattered
iﬂles of uniforms, all kinds of uniforms exc?thmter equipment and ski ?ear.
nstead they had down sleeping bags an emergencY rations—chocolate,
hard sausage, etc., of the sort we hadnt seen for a long time. They also
bought a small chest full of dollars, pounds and gold coins.

Snow on the mountains _

| decided to head for the Blaa-Alm, a stretch of mountain pastureland about
an hour’ march from Altausee. Suddenly it be%an to snow heavily. | had the
Biirgermeister order out 150 of the Hitler Youth—they were all we had—to
shovel the snow out of our path. It was already one or two meters deep in
spots. At least we could get through with the véhicles,

There was only one inn on the Blaa-Alm, and I requisitioned a room
from the innkeeper’to store the weapons and the uniforms. An old party man
in the town had warned me about the innkeeper. He said I would do well to
have the traitorous anti-Nazi clerical done in, and | decided to do so. (It was
the time when everybody was doing everybody else in.) But when | saw him,
a little sausage of a man, | said to myself: “No, you dont need to do away
with him.” And so we didnt, o

The SS boYS had brought a barrel of wine with them from the
Kremsmiinster storehouse. | set it upon the street so that all the soldiers com-
ing up to the mountain could stop for a few glasses before going on. | allowed
each man only a five-minute stop. The barrel was soon empty. ,

At sunupon the first day after we reached the mountain, one of the offi-
cers from the Intelligence Section came up to q_elt some emergency rations “hy
order of Obergruppenfiihrer Kaltenbrunner.” He was a fresh, arrogant fellow,
and mX Captain Burger said to me, “Shall I rub him out.” | told the man he
could have halfa case and no more. “Otherwise,” | said, “I'll have you done
in.” So he took off somewhere with a half suitcase full of chocolate and hard
sausage, perha sto Switzerland. _ _

Another SS man came four or five times with a note saying that we
should deliver a quanUtK of _(I]_O|d to him. The signature always Ernst
Kaltenbrunner’s. | knew the writing and it seemed genuine to me, although
| had no reason to test its au_thentlm_tr. In any case gold or money meant
nothing to us in the mountains, while bread and emergency rations were
everything. Although | was harsh to this fellow at first, I finally had Hunsche,
who'was actlnﬁ 8 0ur paymaster, Pay out the gold that he Tequested, thus
translating Kaltenbrunner’s wish into the fact, _ _ _

The next morning | heard loud noises and confusions outside my win-
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dow. There was Burger boxing a civilians ears. Through an orderly | ordered
Burger to re_i)ort to me in my room. He told me the man was a teacher from
one of the vi Iages in the valley who was trying to make offwith the supply of
lard in one of the trucks. Burger was gIVIn_% him a tangible answer for his con-
duct. I told Burger that an officer never hits an bOdY' |f the man was looting,
he should be hauled before a court martial and shot but never beaten up.

Fighting a war on the Blaa-Alm _

W%at a bunch of good-for-nothings you have here, | said to myself. There
were guys from the Waffen SS, who probably were just out of hospital and at
the disposal of almost any unit, rounded up and turned over to me by the
Security Police; this absolutely insubordinate gang from the Intelligence
Section, a few women, my own men. And add to this 150 Hitler Youth.
tTh]ge_n ﬁ?ere were some Romanians on my neck, too. With this | was supposed
0 fight a war.

?had lolen ' 0f the most modern weapons, however, | had never before
seen assault rifles, and now | had piles of them. | had never seen as much
ammunition as | had UF here—Dbazookas lying in heaPs. Nevertheless | gave
the order to evacuate the Blaa-Alm "and go farther away to the
Rettenbachalm, which lies even higher. o

Burger, who was my best skier, | sent on patrol ahead of us to investigate
snow conditions and the chances for finding Iodgm?. Meanwhile | had all
the weapons we were not using thrown in a Stream. I'had decided to release
the majority of the men. DisCipline had suffered irreparably. | had 5,000
Reichsmark paid out to each one against his signature. 1"was hard and
brusque with them. Each man, on hearing he was no longer needed, gladly
took off down the mountain without further formalities. 'was even hard on
a little SS girl, an office worker, who had be?ged and implored me to take
her along. Scorning all her feminine wiles, T said, “Pay out 5,000 marks,
Dismissed.” . _ _

~ While we were moving, an orderly arrived from Kaltenbrunner with a
directive from Reichsfiihrer Himmler ordering us not to shoot at Americans
or Englishmen. | countersigned it and the boy rushed off back to the valley.
| later conveyed this order to the men. It looked like the end. The Americans
were now sitting in Bad Ischl, not very far away, and we heard that our girls
were already dancing with the Americans in the marketplace, Even the hunts-
men were Rostile to us. Gangs of them—home guardists they called them-
selves—were crawling around us in the hills, all of them punks. They were
probably people who had shouted themselves hoarse yelling Heil Hitler in
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1938. Now they prowled about us, with weapons of course. Whether or not
my men shot at them I did not know, nor do | know now if they ever did.
There was shooting everywhere at that confused time.

My driver Polanski asked me if | would give him a car and a truck or two
S0 that he might go off and set up a peacetime truckmq concern on his own.
It occurred to me that | no longer needed any cars, so 1 decided to fulfill his
wish. After all, he had served me loyally for many ﬁears. “Take a truck for
yourself™ I told him, “or whatever you need from the Blaa-Alm, and make
off with mﬁ Fiat Topolino.” o . _

| later heard that he abandoned the Fiat in a ditch, but he did succeed in
takmg offwith one truck. I wish him success in his trucking business.

. Ultimately, even my trusty Burger sought me out foraervate conversa-
tion. “Obersturmbannfuhrer,” he said, “you are being sou% t 8 awar crim-
inal. The rest of us are not. We have thoroughly discussed the matter. We fegl
that you would be doing your comrades a greét service ifyou would leave us
and agpomt another commander.” _ .

| had already decided the answer myself. “Men,” I said, “I will leave you
alone on the Rettenbachalm. The war is over. You are not allowed to shoot
at the enemy any longer. So take care of yourselves.”

Lieutenant Jaenisch, my aide for many years, asked if he might accom-
pany me. We drank a last Schnaps together. _

There was onIY one thing I regretted. If | had not been in a state of shock
at this time, 1 would have done more for my wife and children. Unfortunately
| did not make provision for them ahead of time, unlike the Pentlemen from
the Intelligence Section of Schellenberg’s, the so-called kid-glove boys of the
SS. 1, too, could have had my family securely wrapped in a very comfortable
cocoon of foreign exchange and gold. In fact,I could easily have sent them on
to the farthest, the most neutral of foreign countries. Long before the end, any
of the Jews | dealt with would have set up foreign exchange for me in any
country | had named, if I had promised any special Prlwle es for them.

As it was, | was able to give my wife only a briefcase full of grapes and a
sack of flour before going into the mountains from Altaussee. | had also given
them poison caf)s_ules, one for my wife and one for each child, to be swal-
lowed if they fell into the hands of the Russians.

A corporal named Barth )

| gave myselfup to the Americans under an assumed name. | knew the Allied
investigators were searching for Eichmann, but luckily | was always just a
shade more clever than the CIC officer who interrogatéd me. | started off in
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%net hsmall American prison camp, posing as a Luftwaffe corporal named
arth,

After studying the psychology of the American CIC, however, | changed
mY rank from corporal to second lieutenant in the SS. Lieutenant Eckmann,
Otto Eckmann, became m?/ name. | moved my birth date back one %/ear t0
March 19, 1905, and the place to Breslau. | did this so | could remember the
f|%ures more _easily, avoi _mg the fiasco of a momentary lapse of memory
when | was filling out their Torms, _

Ultimately 1 was transferred to the large POW collection center at
Weiden. By caincidence, my former aide, Lieutenant Jaenisch, had been sent
to the same I)Iace. | voluntéered to head a work detail and in this capacity |
was moved to Oberdachstetten in Franconia. It was then August, 1945. |
remained there until the beginning of January, 1946. o

In these months we were being interrogated by the CIC office in
Anshach. | knew that if the interrogations continued | mlqht come under
suspicion. So | decided to escape. Dug to the fear of reprisals, there existed
an unwritten code of honor that no officer could escape from a camp with-
out his fellow officers’ aPprovaI. Since there were about ten officers in the
camp, | asked the camp leader, a major, to call an officers’ meeting.

| had revealed to the major my real name, rank and official position. “My
dear comrade Eckmann,” he said, “I have know that for a long time. Your
Lieutenant Jaenisch told me about it in confidence. As long as you said noth-
ing to me, | kept the information locked in my heart.”

At the officers’ meetm? | explained merely that | was probably wanted
by the Americans because I had been politically active. Nobody asked man?/
(uestions in those days, and the major, as camp leader, gave his approval. It
was simply a matter of form, After all, | could hardly imagine that any ?roup
of SS officers would have withheld their approval, Knowing that one of their
|eaders found it necessary to get away. _

After Ieavm? the prison camp, I'managed to procure papers which gave
my name as Otto FFenninger. | lived on one of the wooded heaths in the
Celle area, and it was there that | was shown a pile of newspapers with arti-
cles about me. They were under headlines like “Mass-murderer Eichmann”
or “Where is ‘Lieutenant Eckmann’ hiding out?” The articles noted that |
had escaped from the camp. _

| started to think about who could have given the name Eckmann to the
CIC. There seemed to be only two possible sources for the information. One
was my Lieutenant Jaenisch. The other possibility, which seemed highly
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unlikely, was that the CIC had mterrogated the major, who probably rea-

soned that | was far enough away by then to be safe. | rather think it was

Jsaemsch who told them. He had a type of pigheadedness peculiar to Lower
aXons.

Though the intervening years since then people searched for me in vain,
| would like to find peace with my former opponents. And | would be the
first to surrender myself to the German authorities if I did not always feel
that the political interest in my case would be too great to lead to a clear,
objective wa%out. o _

~ Ifthere had been a trial in 1945, I would have had all my subordinates
with me. Today | am not so sure, Some of them may be serving with the new
Pollce. Others ma?/ have had a hard life through these years, each damning
he stupidity that led him to become a Nazi in the first place. And prosperi-
ty and democratic reeducation have borne fruit in Germany, so | would not
Know to_da¥ what witnesses an attorney for the defense might properlr call. |
believe, in Tact, that if | brought on Jews as witnesses for the defense, [would
come out almost better with them than with my own men as witnesses, sad
though it may sound. Dr. Kastner, Dr. Epstein, Dr. Rottenber%, Dr. Baeck
the entire Council of Elders in Theresenstadt ghetto—all of them | would
have to summon. After all, there were also relatively harmless actions which
took place under the general heading “Final Solution of the Jewish Problem.”
ut to sum it all up, | must say that | regret nothing. Adolf Hitler may
have been wrong all down the line, but one thing is beyond dispute: the man
was able to work his way up_from lance corporal in"the German army to
Fiihrer of a people of almost 80 million. 1 never met him personally, but his
success alone proves to me that | should subordinate myselfto this'man. He
was somehow so supremely capable that the Feople recogimzed him. And s0
with that justification | reco?nlzed him joyfully, and I still defend him,
~Iwill'not humble myselfor repent in ani/ way. | could do it too cheaply
in today’s climate of opinion. It would be oo easy to pretend that | had
turned suddenly from a Saul to a Paul. No, | must say truthfully that if we
had killed all the 10 million Jews that Himmler statisticians originally list-
ed in 1933, 1would say, “Good, we have destroyed an enemy.” But here | do
not mean wiping them out entirely. That would not be proper—and we car-
ried on a proper war. _

Now, however, when through the malice of fate a large part of these Jews
whom we fought a(11a_|nst are alive, | must concede that fate must have want-
ed it so. | always claimed that we were fighting against a foe who through
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thousands of years of learning and deveIoBment had become superior to us.

| no longer remember exactly when, but it was even before Rome itself
had been founded that the Jews could afready write. It i very d_epressm([} for
me to think of that E)eople writing laws over 6,000 years of written history.
But it tells me that they must be a people of the first magnitude, for law-
givers have always been great,

294



Maurice Carr
“The Belated Awakening:
Dr. Goldmanm Accuses
World Jewry of Moral

Bankruptcy in Nazi Era”
Jerusalem Post

May 5, 1964

Nahum Goldmann was Zionisms star diplomat in the age of
the dictators. After the Holocaust, he was elected President of
the WZO for 12 Efears, and was in office when he gave the
speech below—L

It is all very strange. What are the more than 3,000 Jews—to say nothing of
the three black-robed, white-wimpled nuns—doing here tom%ht, packing
every seat and even filling the aisles of the Mutualité? No such arge assem-
bg 0f Jews has been seen in this city since that awesome July in 1942 when
30,000 men, women and children; wearing the Shield of David emblem,
were rounded up in a sports stadium, to be dispatched to the extermination
camps of Eastern Europe. o

It is always very stran(ie when the Mutualite is thronqed. For the
Mutualite is more than the Targest hall in the French capital. 1t is a sort of
fI_ood%ate for collective passions. Not so long ago for example, Poujace and
his little fascist shopkeepers were pouring out their venom here and threat-
ening to flood the _countrY with it. Then came the delugze of hitterness from
the IFene Francaise zealots, bent on sweeping away the Gaullist regime.
More latterly, cleansing waters splashed over never-to-be erased bloodstains
as the young Russian poet Yevtushenko declared from this platform his
lament Tor Babi Yar. o

It is exceedingly stran%e that this evening so many Jews should be gath-
ered to commemorate the Warsaw Ghetto Rising, considering that at
anniversary meetm(ﬂ? In previous years they came, not by the thousand, but
by the score. True, there Is a star attraction—the main speaker is Dr. Nahum
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Goldmann. But there is also another explanation, which Dr. Goldmann him-
self offers in these words. “The world conscience is belatedly awakening to
the unspeakably monstrous crimes of the Auschwitz era.” _

Dr. Goldmann tells his vast audience that he has just flown in from
Frankfurt, where earlier in the day he attended the current trial of 21
Auschwitz guards. What he heard there had made him weep. Even the judges
had had tears in their e‘yes. More impressive even than the Eichmann pro-
ceedings was this Frankfurt trial “where Germans today dispense justice with
the same total thoroughness that they used yesterday for the perpetration of
mass murder.” _ _ _

West Germany will stage more such trials “over the next six to 10 years.
Dr. Goldmann discloses, a dm?: “ told the Germans that these trials, more
5o than reparations, will show the world to what extent Germany means to
break with her past and attain, insofar &s it is possible, a certain moral reha-
bilitation and psychological purification.” _

One cannot help wondering how “new” is this Germany where convict-
ed SS killers are generaIIY let off with such light sentences that they more
often than not serve less than a days prison for each Jew they murdered.

Jewish Behavior o . )

On the principle, however, that moralltK like charity begins at home, Dr.
Goldmann is primarily concerned tonight—and rightly so—with the con-
duct of the Jews during the Holocaust. He denounced the “indecency, the
arrogance, the effrontery” of those Jews who, themselves belonging to"com-
munities that ha?pjly remained beyond the Nazis’ clutches, speak slighting-
ly of the alleged failure of East European Jewry to resist extermination.

There were Jewish revolts, he points out, in Vilna, Bialystok and many
other places besides Warsaw. It should be remembered that not only were the
Germans “diabolically skillful” in reducing human beings to uttermost
degradatlon through all manner of bestial torments, but that when the Jews
did resist they were performing near-miraculous feats such as no other peo-
Plewere called upon to do. Forunlike the Gentiles in Hitlers Festungeuropa,
the Jews were herded into isolated ghettos “where they lived and perished as
if on a different, an infernal planet.” _ _

But what of the Jews, and more particularly their leaders, in the free
countries? Had they understood the peril in the early thirties when Hitler
first came to power, and had they done anything like their duty afterwards
when disaster befell, they could “Certainly have saved the lives of many hun-
dreds of thousands, if not millions of Jews.”
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“They are moral bankrupts,” declares Dr. Goldmann, “and | have no
qualms in saying they,” for this they includes myself.” He goes on to indict,
first and foremost, the American Jews who 30 gears ago refused to campaign
zégamst the Nazis for fear of “spoiling relations between the United States and

ermany.”

Passive Elite '

“l was never so ashamed in my life,” Dr. Goldmann recalls, “as when | had
to admit to Benes how passive the Western Jewish elite were. This was the
day after promulﬂatlon of the Nurembergl laws. Benes, who was not yet
President of Czechoslovakia, called me to his hotel in Geneva. He shouted:
‘Dont you Jews see that this is not 0n|¥ the end of German Jewry, but a
threat to all of?]/ou and to all humanity? You Jews are powerful in firiance, in
the press, in other walks of life. Why dont you act? Why dont you summon
aworld conference? | had to explain to him that it would do more harm
than good to call such a conference since the most influential Jews would stay
away causmg a fiasco.” _ _

Dr. Goldmann remembers, aloud, how at the height of the calamity he
and the late Dr. S. Wise received from the Jewish Resistance Movement in
Poland a telegram exhorting “twelve top American Jews to H_o and sit day and
night on the steps outside the White House until the Allies are moved to
bomb Auschwitz and Treblinka.” _ , _ _

Instead, the Jewish leaders made discreet if pressing representations to
Roosevelt and Churchill, who had other things to do than to knock out the
0as chambers and the crematoria where Jews were being destroyed wholesale,

Dr. Goldmann does not dwell, though, on the res%or]3|b|l|t|es of other
people. He insists that the Jews must, ifonly to find their future bearings,
make a spiritual self-reckoning, a heshbon hanefesh. To this end, he himself
has written a book of memoirs, exposing what he terms our “moral bank-
rupt%y” (which one hopes will be published the sooner, the better).

The next speaker, Joseph Weinberg, is a survivor of Auschwitz and other
Nazi camps, where he spent three and a halfyears. Kiddush Hashem, that is,
the sanctification of the Name, or martyrdom, by which concept Jewry pre-
served its identity through nearly 2,000 years of exile, has given way in’Isragl
to kiddush haam, that is, the sanctification of the People or national revival,
and the bridge between the two, between kiddush hashem and kiddush
haam, he Procl_am]s, was thrown by the heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto,

After the sumg of “Hatikva,” the multitude streams out into the street,
where strong police forces are on hand as they always are on hand as they
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always are when the Mutualite is full. Some Zionist youths unfurl their blue-
and-white banner with the Shield of David. A plainclothes police officer—
belonging no doubt to the special Jewish Affairs section—dashes up and
orders the boys to put the flag away. They bite their lips and comply.
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Fart ¥ _
The Stem Gang and the Nazfs



Fundamental Features of the Proposal of the National
Military Organization in Palestine [Irgun Zval Leumi]
Concerning the Solution of the Jewish Question in
Europe and the Participation of the NMO in the War
on the Side of Germany

David Yisraeli, The Palestine Problem in German Politics

1889-1945
Bar [lan University, Israel, 1974
(German) pp. 315-17

This proposal to Hitler was written in late 1940, when
Avraham Stem (Yair), (1907-1942%, still called his movement
the ‘feal”Irgun, pom which they had split earlier that year.
Later they took the name Lohamei Herut Yisrael (Lehi for
short), Flphtersfor the Freedom oflsrael. They were, however,
universally known by the name the British in Palestine gave
them: the"Stern Gang _ _

The document waspresented to two German diplomats in
1941, in Lebanon, then run b;{1 Germany's Vichy French ally.
They deposited the proposal in the German embassy in Turkey,
where it wasfound aper the war.—LB

It is often stated in the speeches and utterances of the leading statesmen of
National Socialist Germany that a Rrerequ_lsne of the New Order in Europe
requires the radical solution of the Jewish question through evacuation
(“Jew-free Europe”). _ _ N

The evacuation of the Jewish masses from Europe is a precondition for
solving the Jewish question; but this can only be made possible and complete
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through the settlement of these masses in the home of the Jewish people,
Palestine, and through the establishment of a Jewish state in its historic
boundaries. _ S

The solvmﬂ in this manner of the Jewish problem, thus bringing with it
once and for all the liberation of the Jewish people, IS the objective of the
POlItlca[ activity and the years-long struggle of the Israeli freedom movement,
he National Military Organization (_Ir?un Zvai Leumi) in Palestine.

~The NMO, which is well-acquainted with the goodwill of the German
Reich government and its authorities towards Zionist activity inside
Germany and towards Zionist emigration plans, is of the opinion that:

1 Common interests could exist between the establishment of a new

order in Europe in conformity with the German concept, and the

true national aspirations of the Jewish people as they are embodied

t&ythe NMO. .

ooperation between the new Germany and a renewed folkish-
national Hebraium would be possible and, _

3. The establishment of the historic Jewish state on a national and
totalitarian basis, bound by a treaty with the German Reich, would
be in the interest of a maintained and strengthened future German
position of power in the Near East.

Proceeding from these considerations, the NMO in Palestine, under the
condition the above-mentioned national aspirations of the Israeli freedom
movement are recognized on the side of the German Reich, offers to active-
ly take part in the war on Germanysside. y N
" This_offer by the NMO, covering activity in the military, political and
information fields, in Palestine and, according to our determined prepara-
tions, outside Palestine, would be connected to the military training and
organlzm%ofJewmh manpower in Europe, under the IeadersmTp and com-
mand of the NMO. These military units would take part in the fight to con-
quer Palestine, should such a front be decided upon. _

The indirect participation of the Israeli freedom movement in the New
Order in EuroFe, already in the preparatory stage, would be linked with a
Posmve-radlca solution of the European Jewish problem in conformity with
he above-mentioned national aspirations of the Jewish peaple. This would
ﬁxtraor,(timarlly strengthen the moral basis ofthe New Order in the eyes of all

umanity.
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The cooperation of the Israeli freedom movement would also be along
the lings of one of the last speeches of the German Reich Chancellor, in
which Herr Hitler emphasized that he would utilize every combination and
caalition in order to isolate and defeat England. N
_ PAf btrjef general view of the formation, essence, and activity of the NMO
in Palestine:

The NMO developed partly out of the Jewish self-defense in Palestine
and the Revisionist movement (New Zionist Organlzatm{]), with which the
N‘Mdo %/r\]/as loosely connected through the person of Mr. V. Jabotinsky until

IS death.

“The pro-English attitude of the Revisionist Organization in Palestine,
which prevented the renewal of the personal union, led in the autumn of this
Year to a complete break between it and the NMO as well as to a thereupon
ollowing split in the Revisionist movement. _ o

~ The goal of the NMO is the establishment of the Jewish state within its
historic borders. o _ _ o

~ The NMO, in contrast to all Zionist trends, rejects colonizatory infiltra-
tion as the only means of making accessible and gradually taking possession
of the fatherland and practices its slogar] the _strug?Ie and ‘the sacriice, as the
only true means for the conguest an liberation Of Palestine.

On account of its militant character and its antl-En%I_lsh disposition the
NMO s forced, under constant persecutions by the English administration,
to exercise its political activity and the military training of its members in
Palestine in secret. o

The NMO, whosg terrorist activities began as early as the autumn of the
year 1936, became, after the publication of the British White Papers, espe-
cially prominent in the summer of 1939 through successful intensification of
its terroristic activity and sabotage of Enghsh property. At that time these
activities, as well as daily secret radio broadcasts, were noticed and discussed
by virtually the entire world press, o _

The NMO maintained mdegen_dent political offices in Warsaw, Paris,
London and New York until the _e?lnmng ofthewar. _
~ The office in Warsaw was mainly concerned with the military organiza-
tion and training of the national Zionist youth and was closely connected
with the Jewish masses who, especially in Poland, sustained and enthusiasti-
cally supported, in every manner, the fight of the NMO in Palestine. Two
newspapers were published in Warsaw (The Deed and Liberated Jerusalem):
these were organs of the NMO.
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The office in Warsaw maintained close relations with the former Polish
government and those military circles, who brought greatest sympathy and
understanding towards the aims of the NMO. Thus, in the Year 1939 select-
ed_lgroups 0f NMO members were sent from Palestine to Poland, where their
military training was completed in barracks by Polish officers,

~ The negotiations, for the purpose of acfivating and concretizing their
aid, took place hetween the NMO"and the Polish government in Warsaw—
the evidence ofwhich can easily be found in the archives of the former Polish
government—were terminated because of the beginning of the war. _
~ The NMO s closely related to the totalitarian movements of Europe in
its |deolo%1y and structure. _

The fighting capacity of the NMO could never be paralyzed or serious-
ly weakened, neither through strong defensive measures Dy the English
administration and the Arabs, nor by those of the Jewish socialists.
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Werner Otto von
__Hentig

M y L ifein the

D iplomatic Service

op. 338-339

Wemer Otto von Hentig, head of the Foreign Offices Oriental
Department, was touring the Middle East. He had dealt with
Zionists under the Kaiser and Weimar, and had been a pas-
sionate supporter 0fHa Avara. But that was history,

~ Germany wanted Arab support against Britain. Butit was
allied to Vichy France, which dominated Lebanon, Syria, and
a vast empire in Arab West Africa, and Mussolini, horrific
ruler of Libya. Open supportfor Arab nationalism a(gamst
France wasout. However the wily diplomat, encountering
equally 8U|Ieful Beirutis, made it clear that things could change
for the Detter. _ _

But not even a virtuoso talker could have given any hope

o the strangest mtrlgFl)Jer ever to step foot in a u?y where arche-
olo%ms hf\ée dug up Phoenician plots and schemes by the thou-
sands—

In Beirut, | didn' take a room in the first class Hotel St. George, with a very
beautiful ocean view, but in an older Austrian Hotel Monopol, located in the
narrow streets of the old city. o _
With uncanny, un-understandable sEeed, with which word spreads in
the Orient, my armval was immediately known to politically interested cir-
cles. Not only"Arabs, but also Chaldeans, Kurds, Armenians and, not least
the different religious communities, at whose head was naturally Cardinal
Tarpuni of the Maronites, in Lebanon extraordinarily numerous and French
oriented. Here again | benefited by the already mentioned purposeful orien-
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tal custom to greet the new arrival, but in such a shady manner that | wasn't
sure who didnt put any value in relations, or didnt want to compromise
themselves in the eyes of the French.

In the first line appeared, naturally, the Arabs, lead by Lebanese
Minister-President Riad el Solh. The representative of Palestinian Arabs,
Musa Alami, also came, asking sympathy for their concerns. Also the
President of the Kurdish throne, Emir Kamuran Bedir Chan, the Elders of
the Armenian c_ommunltY, then came the representative of the Uniate orien-
tal churches, with more than a half million members, the so called Thomist
Christians of Southern India; the Syrian Catholic Church was there, among
the sects, mostly unknown to us, who live and are politically active. The
strangest delegation came from Palestine itself. The leader, a very good-look-
ing officer type, offered to work together with the National Socialists against
his own people, above all, the orthodox Zionists, if Hitler would genuinely
agree to give the Jews their own state in Palestine. So many {)eople, S0 many
problems, so many requests to the Reich. Fiowever I'm only there to observe.

There are two tasks. First, our Arab friends should be warned of the
crude plans of the powers-that-he, and also, if possible, to free them from
jails and camgs. Secondly not to leave them in doubt as to our inner opin-
lons. Riad el Solh encountered me at a tea reception, where he asked me can-
didly in front of others, about German politics and their aims. | mentioned
that a government, out of specific political needs, must from time to time
restrain its declarations. The “policy of the German people,” however, sup-
ports dt_htte Imdependence of the Arab countries. Riad el Sohi understood
Immediately.

~To the%ewmh delegation, however, | could only respond that their con-
dition could never be accepted out of consideration of the Arabs and in
regard to our general principles. However, | ersonaII%/, always was for an
Israeli national state, in a climactically favorable area where one could settle.
|'had even given Hitler the s_ug(iestlon in writing that it would be more
advantageous to German policies to deal with a responsible government and
a soverelgn state, rather than an unaccountable and therefore more danger-
ous worldwice power,
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Nathan Yellin-Mor
Israel\ Israel

1918 .
(From Yellin- Mors original Engllsh
manuscript, pp 83- 86

The Sternists were too fanatically fascist to give up. In
December 1941, afier the British had taken Lebanon from
Vichy, Stern sentNathan Yellin-Mor to try to contact the Nazis
again, in neutral _Turker. _ _

After the British killed Stern in 1942, Yellin-Mor was one
ofthe triumvirate that led the Sternists. Later yet, after the
establishment of Israel, he moved left, and became a \peace
Zionist, “sympathetic to the Palestinian cause.

_ Sterns underground name, Yair, was after Eleazer hen
Yair, commander atMasada in 73 AD, thefinale oftheJewish
revolt. When the Roynans stormed thefortress, his Zealots com-
ynitted suicide rather than surrender— LB

Yair didnt go along with the “no choice” theory. Did anyone test it? There
were some objective reasons for attempts to form ties with Britain enemies.
First, there was their desire to weaken the Empire by settm? off a conflagra-
tion within its boundaries. Then again, one of Germany's stated aims was to
make Europe, and perhai)s other continents as well, Judenrein. This could be
done only by having wor d_Jeer concentrated in its own land. The Germans,
it was reported, were moving all of Poland’ Jews into the Lublin area. This
was obviously a temporary measure. Now they were talking about settling all
the Jews, aftér the war, in"Madagascar, a plan which Yair considered far more
dangerous than the Lublin move, involving as it did a land which was not
ours and toward which we bore no affinity. But the idea of centralization, &
such, seemed desirable. What remained to be done was to convince the
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Germans that the centralization should be in Palestine, rather than
Madagascar, and that this move should be made not after they take
Mada%ascar but now, by us, in Palestine. _

The more enmeshed in the war that it would become, the more likely
would Germany be ready for talks. Britain was also being battered, but it
would probably emerﬂe strengthened. Its present state should therefore be
exploited for an assault on the British in Palestine, not only in repayment of
what had been done to us but also to further our objectives,

“Why should we be fighting the British and trying to gain the su ﬁort of
their enemies? Had not Germany declared war on'the Jewish “race?” The rea-
son, said Yair, was that there is a basic distinction between their roles vis-a-
vis our people. We have to differentiate between the foe and the arch enemy.
The foe may be any forelfm power which is in control of our homeland and
denies the Hebrew people statehood and freedom. The arch enemy hates
Jews wherever they may be found. The arch enemy may be of the stripe and
dimensions of Haman, seeking to kill, destroy and annihilate all the Jews
within reach. But the presence of an arch enemy must not put off the strug-
8Ie against the foe, the despoiler of our land, even for a single day. The incI-

ence of the arch enemy Is an extension of the people’ subju?atlon in its
homeland. Were it not so, the land could take in all Jews threatened by the
desmins of the arch enemy. 3 _
fwe are duty bound to fight the foe, we may utilize the aid of the arch
enemy, given because he is the foe of our foe. This may even resolve in per-
suading the arch enemy to cease persecuting the Jews, seegng that his aim
V\{?ulddbe realized as Soon as our objectivé of national independence is
attained.

There is no assurance that we may carry our point. But the effort must
be made. Yair was wﬂlmg to assume “full fesponsibility for this dangerous
course. There were enough precedents, in the wars of liberation of other peo-
ples—the Italians, Poles, Irish. _ S

In the early stages of our conversations on this tOF'C'- | didnt know that
one of Yairs men had already been dispatched from Palestine to study the fea-
sibility of the attempt. Only later, after Naftali Lubentchik’s arrest, did Yair
tell me about his mission. Naftali used his former connections as an employ-
ee of “Lloyd Triestino” to cross the Lebanese border, without the required

ermit. After France fell, Lebanon and Syria came under Vichy authority.,
he top-level supervision was in the hands of a Vichy-Italian armistice com-
mission, to which German representatives were later added. Naftali
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Lubentchik met with members of this commission and asked them to P_ass
on a proposal to Berlin and Rome for a pact with the Hebrew liberation
movement, represented hy the under?round._ In outline, the proposed pact
stipulated that the IZL in Israel would continue to war on Britain, and in
return the other side would recognize the rlgiht of the Hebrew people to
establish a state in Palestine and would help transfer Jews from Europe to
Palestine while the fighting was still in progress. _

The German reﬁrese_ntatlve, Otto von Hentig, did not hide from
Lubentchik the fact that, in Germany, there was some sentiment in favor of
establishing a Jewish State in Palestine, as a workable solution of the Jewish
problem. He felt, however, that the number of people sharing this sentiment
was too ineffectual and that the hour was too late. The ruling circles in
Germany had already decided that the campaign against the British in the
Midale East should oe via the millions of Arabs, rather than through the
Emnlute Hebrew element. However, he did promise to submit the proposal to

erlin.

Lubentchik did not take along any written memorandum for the
German representative. Had there been need for one, he would have formu-
lated it on the spot, since he was familiar with the episode of the Italian
“intermediary” and with the numerous drafts connected with it. Apparently
one ofv%n entig’s secretaries noted down the essence of the proposal in his
own words,

Lubentchik didnt get an%/ reply. When Syria and Lebanon were taken by
the British in June, 1941, their intelligence men found him working as a
librarian in a French air force base. They checked his citizenship. His reasons
Rﬁr being in the locality didnt satisfy”them. He was arrested and sent to

azra’a.

Yair received a detailed report of Lubentchik’s experience in Beirut, but
he still thought that an effort should be made to ascertain Italy’s stand—and
Germany's, even more. Today, when the outcome of the war 1s known, and
after the annihilation of 6 million Jews, people are ready to agree that Yair
was a Hebrew patriot but a naive politician, rendered irrational by his hatred
for the British. o _
~This h|nd3|%ht wisdom is no more justified today than it was then. In the
life of nations there are moments of total crisis, when oblivion and survival
hang in the balance. At such junctures, the ﬁrmuples of conventional moral-
ity fose all meanln?. All the sBmtual and lotty values may be observed—only

to fall into the fathomless abyss. In order to survive in the jungle, certain
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means must at times be used which would ordinarily seem to be immoral.
This is particularly justifiable when he that preaches morality is also wielding
a heavy club with which he wishes to crack your skull. Of course, not eve
end justifies the means. However, the purpose of the struggle for survival,
growing out of the desire to remain alive, justifies means which cannot he
countenanced in normal times. _

~ The state of the Hebrew nation, during the Second World War, was
without [Jar_allel, either in the East or the West. Its temporary abodes were in
flames. It tried to escape from the fire, but no rescuing hand was extended to
it. The refugees from the flames were pushed back into the burning abode,
and anyone fortunate enough to save himself from this hell and reach the
water’edge to safetY was thrust brutally, violently, into the deep. Great
Britain was ostensibly fightin .fo_r liberty, for democracy. Freedom—for
whom? Democracy—where? Britain was concerned primarily with its own
threatened freedom. The British were attached to a democratic way of life;
even in their darkest days they did not waive their right to free ext)re_s_smn.
This is a laudable standpoint, But we are not the British. We are not citizens
of Great Britain, scrupulously zealous about malntalnm? the t[ap{)lngs of
erfect Earhamentary procedire. We are but one of its colonies, in the great
ritish Empire. A colon){ under domination, its people worse off than other
peoples. Poland was an ally, and others went in to fight for it. Czechoslovakia
is an ally, as well as France, overrun with only a small segment in the strug-
gle agamst the conqueror, All have assurances, guarantees, pacts. What do we
ave? Nothing but Britain’ formal declaration that it would never allow us
to attain statehood and sovereignty in our homeland. Only a fraction of the
nation is in Palestine. Many millions are in the diaspora, and those in con-
(uered EuroRe are in @ most precarious Situation. They must %et_ to their
homeland. They are striving to reach its shores. What has been their fate?
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Mlsragll stamp Honors stem
Gang Founder

San Francisco Chronicle

August 15, 1977

In 1944, the Stern Gangi assassinated Lord Mogne, Churchill's
High Commissionerfor the Middle East. In 1948, the% 3553
sinated Swedish Count Folke Bernadotte, formerly ofthe Red
Cross, then the UN Special Mediator for Palesting, and the
new Labor-led Isragli ?overnment outlawed the group. Altho
individuals were later allowed to integrate into the
military/police complex, the Laborites saw these assassing as
Z|on|sm_s_lunat|cfr|n?e. But, post-48, most ofthem rejoined,
the Revisionist Herat Party, and, Menachem Begins govern-
ment brought them retroactively Into the Pantheon ofoffcial
Zionist heros, Toda%/, an envelope with a Stern stamp will gret
E_Belt |\_(glr, the Stern Gang museum on Stern Street in Tel
Viv—

Tel Aviv—Israel will issue a postage stamp honoring Avraham Stern, founder
of the notorious Stern Gang linked to the killing of British and Swedish
diplomats before Israeli independence.

A government spokesman said yesterday the stamp would be one of a
series honorin undergroun_d fighters for Jewish freedom thirty Ke_ars ago.

Stern, code-named “Yair,” was the most extreme of the rightist guerril-

las, led bY current Prime Minister Menachem Begin, who hattled against
British rule in Palestine before establishment of the Jewish state. Stern was
captured and killed by British authorities in 1942,

~ The Stern Gang allegedly killed Lord Moyne, British minister of the
Middle East, in Cairo in"1944, and gunned down Swedish UN Mediator
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Count Folke Bernadotte at a roadblock outside Jerusalem in 1948,
The Labor party, which ruled lsrael until last May, considered Stern a
terrorist and never gave him any official honor.
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Chrijstopher
alker

“Holocaust Relived: Shamir

Defends Terrorism”
The TBmes London)

October 21, 1983

Yitzhak Shamir, born Yitzhak Yzernitsky, in Byelorussia, in
1915, was one 0fthe three Lehi leaders afier Stern, He defi-
nitely organized the Moyne assassination, and many Isragli his-
torians seg him as organizing the Bernadotte slaying.

In 1955, Labor recrurted the assassin-master into the
secretpolice. He retiredin 1965. Hejoined Herut and became
the successive Likud Party$ choice to” replace Menachem Begin
after the Prime Minister went mad, blamirig himselffor his
wife$ death— LB

Mr. Yitzhak Shamir, the Israeli Prime Minister, has given an interview cover-
ing the most controversial aspects of his past as leader of the Jewish terrorist
R/rloup known as the Stern Gang and one of the top undercover agents in the
ossad, Israel’s secret service. N _
~ Mr. Shamir defended the murder of Lord Moyne, the British Cabinet
minister assassinated on his order in 1944, and denied that he had any part
in the efforts by Mr. Abraham Stern, the original commander of Lehi
(Fllghters for the Freedom of Isragl) to establish contact with the Nazis and
[talian Fascists. _
“There was a plan to turn to ltaly for help and to make contact with
Germany on the assumption that these could bring about a massive Jewish
|mm|%rat|0n to Palesting. | opposed this,” he told"the Tel Aviv newspaper
Yediot Ahranot, “but | did join Lehi after the idea of contacts with the Axis
countries was dropped.” o _
Referring to the shooting of Lord Moyne in Cairo, Mr. Shamir stated:

312



51 Documents: Zionist Collaboration with the Nazis

“We always regretted the loss of life. But look at what the British author and
investigator, Nicholas Bethell (Lord Bethell) has written about Lord Moyne:
he was Colonel Secretary when the unfortunate |mm|%rant ship, the Struma
reached Istanbul, and hé was the one who pressured the Turks into pushing
it back out into the Black Sea. S

“He accused Zionism of seeking large immigration into a crowded coun-
try over the ‘displaced residents.” He came out %gamst |arge-scale immigra-
tion into the country. He was the one who asked, when there was a chance
of saving one million Jews from the Nazi holocaust What will I do with
them?” One must not forget the era in which these various events were tak-
mgf place in the region. Today, at a distance of more than 40 years it is diffi-
cult for a person who is unaware of the circumstances of that time to under-
stand thm%s properly.” _ o .

_Mr. Shamir described how after escaping from a British prison camp in
Eritrea, he made one _Ie? of the journey to Djibouti in French Somaliland in
acrammed cell built into the hull of an oil tanker,

Dr. Shmuel Ariel, who was the representative in France of the Ir(%un (the
other Jewish terrorist group) disclosed how the French political system was
manipulated to ensure that Mr. Shamir and another escaped detainee were
not extradited to the British. o

‘Among those involved was the French Prime Minister, M. Robert
Schumann who signed a personal letter ordering the transport of the two to
France to be assured,” Dr. Ariel claimed. “French Nayﬁ ships brought Shamir
anfd Ben-Eliezer from Djibouti to France in 1948 with the status of political
refugees.
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nni Brenner

L
"I\?Iragtamir arckLehi”
(Lettersgdo

The Times (LO f:})
November 4, 198

| had come to LondonTom Jerusalem to lecture 04 Zionism in
the Age ofthe Dictators, when Shamirs denial ofinvolvement
in the Stem Gangs approach to the Nazis appeared in the
Times. 1 brought in the letter below, and their Proposal. When
a2 editor saw that the incredible document was real, they had
no hesitation running the letter, certain that my claim ofhis
membership, and my ad?nitted specidation as to Shamir§psy-
choIogY n denym? membersh|P in the organization when they
wrote the Proposal, were equally true—LB

Sir, Your October 21 issue contains a denial, by Yitzhak Shamir, Israel’ new
Prime Minister, of any part in the efforts of thie “Stern Gang™ to ally them-
selves to Adolf Hitler'in 1940-41. He admitted that “There was a plan to
turn to Italy for help and to make contact with _Germanr_ on the assumption
that these could brlng about a massive Jewish immigration (to Palesting): |
opposed this, but | did join Lehi (Fighters for the Freedom of Israel) after the
idea of contacts with the Axis countries was dropped.” _

As an American, away from my files, | cannot be certain exactly when in
1940 Shamir joined the group. BUt in any case, isnt he confessing that he
knowingly joined an organization of traitors which had offered to ally itself
to the archenemy of the Jews? Nor can there be any doubt that he joined up
with Stern before December 1941, when the Stemists tried to send Nathan
Yallin-Mor to Turkeg to contact the German ambassador there with the same
proposal: that they be allowed to ally themselves to the Third Reich.

After Sterns death in February, 1942, Shamir served as operations com-
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mander in the triumvirate that took over the organization. At his side were

Israel Scheib-Eldad, now with the rightist Tehiya Party, and, after his escape,

Nathan Yallin-Mor. May | su?gest that Shamir is primarily deceiving himself,

tl\rlmat_ r}e cq)nnot face the reality that he weas then a leader of a group of pro-
azi Jews’

Respectfully,
Lenni Brenner
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GJIRQLD JFRANK
%e Dedt
1963, pp. 90-93

Gerold Frank reported the Cairo trial oftheyouths ivho killed
Moyne in 1944. As YzernitskyiShamir organized the assassina-
tion, he is a ma{or Rersonage in the book. Frank, Bro-mest
ands_ymfathetm 0 the assassins on the human level, had no rea-
son, in 1963, to make up what was a secondary event in the
hook, occuring in 1940, well before Lubentchiks expedition,
that only took on historic significance when Shamir denied his
membership in Sterns Ir?un splinter until ‘after the idea o fcon-
tacts with the Axis countries was dropped. ”On the other hand,
Shamir had the best reasons in the world to deny thefacts.

~ Eliahu Bet Zouri and Eliahu Haki?n were hungfor the
crime. The sourcefor the account in The Deed is obviously Bet
Zouns comrade, David Danon, who witnessed the memorable
event described— LB

Meanwhile, the outbreak of war posed a problem, too, to the dissidents—the
Irgun High Command. _ _ _ _
Their strategy was to have a direct effect on Eliahu Bet Zouri. Meeting
behind barbed wire at Sarafend Detention Camp, they deciced that since the
British were fighting the Germans, they would call a truce against the
mandatory administration in Palesting, and resume their revolt only at the
end of the war. o N o _
~ On this rock—cooperation with the British—the organlzatlon split
vsvtlde-open into two factions, one led by David Raziel, the other by Abraham
em.
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Stem flatly opposed the truce. He would not cooperate with the British
Administration when, he declared, the British, by refu_smg to save Jewish
refugees, were in fact coIIaboratlngi with Hitler in their destruction. The
argument boiled over two months Tater, in January 1940, when Raziel was
unexpectedly released from internment and Stern and his follp\_/vers Were not.
Stern charged that Raziel had mae a secret deal with the British. _

Five months later, in June, Stern and the others were released. Raziel
confronted them in a dramatic meeting, denied he had made any deal,
denounced Stem for “flinging mud” at him and resigned as commander of
the Irgun: Stern took over. An appeal to settle the dispute was made to
Jabotlnskg, who as head of the Revisionist party was spiritual leader of the
Irgun. Jabotinsky, then in the U.S. on a lecture tour, had always distrusted
Sterns fanatic Anglophobia. In August he cabled Raziel to resume command
and Stern to step down and cooperate. _

Stern refused; the situation remained tense for another eight days. Then
news came that Jabotinsky had suddenly died of a heart attack in a Betar
camp in upstate New York. N

At this major blow the movement all but disintegrated. In September
Stern walked out of the Irgun and et UF his own %ro_u_p. He serviced notice
he would fight not o_nIY_ the British in Palestine but British imperialism every-
where. He severed ail ties with the Revisionist party; he rejected all author-
ty but himself, his group would go forward on its own. _

The split demoralized Bet Zouri and his friends. As Irgunists they were
alreadz members of a tiny minority, ostracized by the Jewish community.
They fad been able to endure this only because they believed in the rightness
of their cause. That their commanders could quarrél over aims and methods,
even attack each other, dismayed them. Even more shattering was the man-
Phertm which they were pulled by their various leaders, first this way, then

at

One memorable Saturday night Eliahu and David Danon, who had left
the Ha([;ar_lah and joined the Irgun because he had become convinced that
self-restraint was not an effective policy, were summoned to a remote school-
house. Irgun guards silently directed them to a classroom where to their
astonishment they found nearly 50 other youths aged 15 to 20—obviously,
like themselves, members of the Irgun. This was unheard of, to meet in o
large a giroup, to allow so many to recognize each other. The faces about them
were solemn; this disregard of all rules of constacy could only mean disas-
ter. They soon learned why they had been called fogether: they were to be
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addressed by a representative of each faction. _

First, their twenty-two-year-old group commander spoke. He was obvi-
ously labor under great emotion. Undoubtedly most of them, he beg_an, had
heard of the “difficulties” within the organization following the “disagree-
ment at headtluarters.” He, personally, did not feel he could”advise them—
he dared not take the respon3|b|l|t%/—where their duty lay; to remain with
Raziel or leave with Stern. “Let each ol you make your own decision in such
amatter ofconscience-" He wanted to say more but his voice began to betray
him, his eyes grew moist, and he turned and ran from the room.

He was followed by the Irgun commander in Tel Aviv. Far more con-
trolled, he made a briel speech. “IfYou are readY to follow our great leader,
Jabotinsky, then accept his judgment and be !O}Ia to the man he named.” He
read Jabotinskys cable to Raziel: “I reappoint you to functions heretofore
held with full power to angomt and remove any colleagues,” and the one sent
to Stern: “Reappointing R and formally orderlng you'to comply with these
directives.” Fie concluded: “Long live Jabotinsky!”

~ David leaned toward Eliahu and whispered, “I cannot understand such
blind devotion to any man.” No matter how wise, how could another decide
a question of one’ own conscience?

Eliahu nodded but said nothing. _ ,

Now the entire group of fifty were ordered to proceed in utter silence to
another classroom. Here a short, square-shouldered, square-faced, muscular
man awaited them, Itzhak Y|z_ern|tsk2<, who had once taken Eliahu with him
to burn down the tax booths in Tel Aviv. N

He stood, solid as an oak, as if he had grown where he stood, waiting for
them to file in and stand at attention. Then he spoke tersely, summing up
the reason, behind Stem’ decision to walk out of the Irgun: [ tell you no
fairy tales,” he said. “If you join us, you must bring money to buy arms and
ammunition—we have no organization behind us, no political party, no one
to help us, no one to hack us but ourselves. We will demand pamful sacri-
fices from you.” _

He paused, and looked at them from under his heavy black brows.

“Men!” His deep voice rumbled. “If you want to smell fire and powder,
come with usl”

He turned on his heel and left the room. _ _ ,

~ Silently the two boys walked home from the meeting. David spoke first.
“Fire and powder! Is that an aim in life?” _
He remembered later Eliahu’ slow reply, “If only we could do without
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In the course of their walk, they agreed they could not go with eimer

roup.

g IEhe three had discussed for some time the problems faced by their line
cell. The MacMichael glan, which seemed so brilliant at the beginning, grew
increasingly complex. Suppose they succeeded: what then? Was it Iog)lcal tc
kill MacMichael if such an act was not part of a long-range pro?ram. They
had no such program: even |ftheK could formulate one, they certainly could
not c_arrg it out b%/ themselves. What was needed was an apparatus—an orga-
nization? Either they must create a new one or join one aIreadx existing. Both
David and Amihai had already made overtures to reenter the Irgun. Now
ng‘h“ was asking them, instead, to join the reorganized Stem group—the

Both David and Amihai had reservations. “Itl have to know these peo-
ple better,” Amihai said. “Especially your Yizemitsky-Shamir. These people
are the only bridge between you and the idea for which you must be ready to
die. In other words, you're wagerin Zour life on their political judgment.”
He shook his head. “I have no way of knowing if they are nghtorv_vron?, but
it doesnt follow that just because they are first-rate fighters their political
judgment is also first-rate.” o _

David, for his part, could not forget Yizernitskys “fire and powder”
remark In the days immediately following the Raziel-Stern split. “1 hate the
smell of both fire and powder,” he said, with some heat. “I'll live with them
if that’ the only way to drive the British out—but is it the only way?”
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Yitzhak Shamir
“Freedom Fighters

Sum]r-Téi&% Up
p

. 32-35

After his debacle in the Times, and other exposes, Shamir must
have realized that denying involvement in what the Sterists
had done was impossible. ‘So hefell back to the next ling of
defense: 1t was well intended. _

But if it was sane in 1940-41, why did he deny he had
anything to do with theplan, in 1983, and only claim it was
virtue incarnate, in 19947—LB

“We are all recruited for ail of our lives; only death can discharge from the
ranks,” wrote Yair in his best-known poem. He called it Anon?]/mous Soldiers,
set it to music and it became the Lehi anthem. It put into short words the
way we felt about that f|?ht for freedom which history, as we saw it, made
synonymous with a fight to the death agialnst the Palestine government.
arting from former comrades, leaving the lrgun, settmg out on a precarious
and lonely gampa|gn—una|ded, at times even hated, by much of the
Yishuv—against forces committed to crushing us was not “easy. That Lehi
existed, that we had never lost heart and that, until the Jewish state came into
being, the organization endured despite these odds was due almost entirely
to our continuing beliefin Yairs credo. And when he was killed, 2 years after
Lehi’ formation, we were able to go on without him on the strength of what
we had learnt from him. _ o _ _
Born in Poland (the Part which was then Russia) in 1907, Yair settled in
Palesting in 1925 and attended the Hebrew University. Like so m_any of us
he was drawn to, and became active in, the Irqun Zvai Leumi and, in the late
1930s, was sent to Europe to contact the Polish authorities in the hope of
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obtaining their active cooperation in the Irguris hattle for Jewish mdegen-
dence in Palesting. He succeeded on two counts: the Poles agreed to elﬁ
establish advanced Irgun training courses in Poland and provided us wit
arms. One course graduated but another, in which | was to take part, never
came into_existence because then the war broke out. As for the arms, the
Poles had intended to give us enough to equip a division—they thought they
were helping to lay the foundations for a Jewish arr_n}/—but only managed to
s_uppl?é a small number of machine guns, rifles, pistols and some ammuni-
tion. Part of this was smuggled into Palestine, the rest was to be stored by the
Irgun in Poland until it could be transported there, But that was lost. Why
the “generosity?” To some extent it was due to Yairs magnetism, but also to
the idea that assisting the Irgun would eventually serve to take more Jews out
of Poland, thus reducing the dimensions of thaf country’ “Jewish problem.”
Yair made an ideal spokesman; he was exceedmgily intelligent, erudite (he
translated Homer into Hebrew), unusually good-looking, polite and very
controlled. He spoke to people respectfuIIY, seriously and calmly, and looked
at them when he talked to them. He was also somewhat of a dandy, very well-
dressed, always in a suit with a tie—even in Palesting, where the tone was set
in those days bY' men in shorts, open-necked shirts and sandals. He sounded
and behaved like a young university professor at some acknowledqed
European center of higher Iearning, a man marked for distinction as a polit-
ical scientist or philosopher-—and, in fact, to some extent, he was both of
these. But the subject matter of his discussions, reflections and reading, the
conclusions he reached and lived by, and his overwhelming preoccupations
could hardly have been further from the academic. =
~ Above all, he was a true revolutionary, unable and unwﬂlmgz to suffer any
distraction from the main effort; wildly |mpat|ent for the Jews To be free. He
believed, with that depth of conviction that is, | think, the outstanding
attribute of all visionaries, that onIY the here and now counted: that the future
wouldnt be determined in Jerusalem, not in Whitehall or Washington. He
didnt want a better or more enlightened Mandate; he wanted none at all. He
wanted the Jews to be sovereign in their country and, in 1941, he wrote a
manifesto which he called “The PrmmPIes of Rebirth.” In it, he declared, that
the borders of Israel “are explicitly stated” in Genesis 15:18; that the nght of
the Jews to the Land is one of ownership and cannot be rescinded; and that
the fate of the Jews of Palestine lay in their own hands. He had no time or use
for politics; he wasnt in the least interested in party platforms, or sectarian
maneuvering, or hickering about the advantageS and disadvantages of
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Socialism and so forth. These issues didnt belong in the,cate%ory of things
that concerned or intrigued him. Nor did the spit and polish of the Irgun.

~ Creating Lehi, Yair did away at once with military trappings. We had no
hierarchy, no GHQ, just a central committee; there were no officers, and we
didn' stand to attention or salute anyone or follow-the-leader, although dis-
ui)lme was extremely strict, Yair believed that people should think for them-
selves. “Study, train and think,” he told us. He schooled us in the rudiments
of covert life, mcludl_n? the art of camouflage: be inconspicuous, quiet, walk
in the shade, be a little stooped, a little shabby, never preen or show off.
Although he was a master of practical conspiracy. his craving for secrecy came
out in Unexpected ways sometimes. For instance, he wrote by hand, in capi-
tal letters, extremely quickly so that his hz;mdwrltlngI would reveal as little as
possible about him; be as anonYmous, as impersonal as possible.

What Yair hoped for was that the Nazis, so eager to rid themselves of
Jews, would help to brmF the majority of Jews from Europe, through the
British blockade, to Palestine, thus making havoc of British illusions regard-
ing post-war control of the Middle East, facilitating Allied defeat and, possi-
\t;lwf Britain knew what was afoot, even producing the withdrawal of the

hite Paper. Whatever the result, he reasoned, Jews would be brought to
Palestine. He didn' make this plan public, but Lehi openly termed the world
war a conflict between the forces ofevil, between Gog an Mago?, and made
unmistakable its position—again it must be remembered that all this was in
1940 and 1941—when it was reasonable to feel that there was little for Jews
to choose from between the Germans and the British. All that counted for
Yair was that this idea might, after all, be a way to save Jews about whom no
one else, least of all the British seemed to care. Nothing came of it, of course.
By that time, thouPh_no one yet knew it, the Nazis were already at work on
a very different sofution to the Jewish problem. In the meantime, however,
Lehi was not only feared and disapproved of by the Yishuy, but also suspect-
ed of Fifth Column activities by a public that went on bellevmgB—_l_ncre |b|?/
in the face of accumulating evidence to the contrary—that the British wou d
open the gates of Palesting to the anguished Jews and which refused to be
weaned of emotional and Polmc_al dependence on Britain.

It is not easy for me to write about Yair without sounding a melodra-
matic note hecause his personality and life were so dramatic. But it is a fact
that he raised a banner only unfirled in Israel before by men like the hero
whose name he took for his nom de guerre: Eleazar Ben-Yair, the first-cen-
tury leader of the Zealots who, for three years, held out on Masada, the last
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outpost of the Jews in 70 AD, after the destruction of Jerusalem by Roman
troops. The night before the final and victorious Roman assault on the rock
fortress, Eleazar Ben-Yair spoke to the Jews: “Never be servants to the
Romans,” he said, “or to any other than God Himself.” Next day, when the
Romans came, they found only two women and five children alive; all the
others had decided to kill themselves, However, his choice of name notwith-
standing, | am sure that Yair himself would not have re(‘larded the saga of
Masada as a model for the future of the Jewish people. On the contrary, when
he spoke of the future it was always logically—and optimistically. That, |
imagine, is what the founder of Lehi would have said and done had he been
on Masada that night,
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CONCLUSION
A Final WordTon the

Final Solution

Zionism was little more than an off-stage noise in the America of the "30s. In
contrast, the Communist Party was ten times more active amo_n(% Jews, orga-
mznkql hundreds of thousands of workers, Jewish and gentile, into unions,

Al of this changed with the Holocaust. A nationalist wave consumed the
Jewish community, terrorized out of their wits by the enormity of Hitlers
crime. I\_Imetr percent supported the creation of Israel, which they saw as sort
of the silver lining on the clouds, after the Nazi storm. _ _

_ That was then. Today, circa 50 percent plus say they reﬁect the Jewish
religion. Over half ofyoung Jews intermarry. Now, léss than 22 percent of all
Jews say they are Zionists. But that sea _chan?e Is primarily based on rejection
of Judaism, not anythm(ﬂ either the Zionists or the Paléstinians have done,
They are now the most educated population stratum in the world, and
bronze-age Orthodoxy, and prettied up Reform and Conservative versions,
have been abandoned for physics. _ _

But, for all their education, the new generation only knows what it
knows. And the secular realities of todays Jews isnt on their current agenda.
Somolc;\%sts and pollsters say that Jews are circa 2.3 percent of Americans.
But a arch-Aﬁr|I,1998 poll by the Los Angeles Times and the Israeli daily,
Yedioth Anronoth, asked American Jews, 18 and older, “Just your best guess:
What percentage of the population in the U.S. do you think is Jewish?”

7% of American Jews think Jews are 1% of Americans.
Margin of error: minus 43%

12% of American Jews think Jews are 2%.
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13% of American Jews think Jews are 3%.

5% of American Jews think Jews are 4%.
Margin of error; +174%

10% of American Jews think Jews are 5%.
Margin of error; +217%

18% of American Jews think Jews are 6-10%.
Margin of error; +260%/435%

6% of American Jews think Jews are 11-15%.
Margin of error: +478%/652%

18% of American Jews think Jews are over 15%.
Margin of error: +652% plus

11% of American Jews say they dont know.

As 5 Fercent_ is over 100 percent ahove the demographers’ estimate, 52 per-

cent of all American Jews overestimate their numbers by 100 percent or more.

The American Jewish Yearbook would have given them a real Pmture of

themselves. But most of them dont even know it exists. Left to their own

devises, they will never leam enough about themselves, much less about

Elotnlsm, to'make them serious observers of the ongoing crisis in the Middle
ast,

Their fantastic notion of their own numbers has to be put in context,

The Gallup Poll Monthly for March 1990, reported that ‘the average
American thinks that América is... 18 percent Jewish.” And the wild Jewish
estimates of their numbers is not any different than the situation with Blacks.
The census says that Blacks are 12.8 percent of Americans, but the Gallup
Poll says the average Black thinks they are 42 percent of the US.
n Flam words, average American Jews, for all their book leaming, are
like unto the people of Ninevah of old, who God decided to spare, for al
their sins, because they couldnt “discern between their right hand and their
left hand,” when it came to politics. _

In 1948, Jews knew what Hitler did to the Jews. Most knew nothlnq
about what Zionists did or didnt do for them and, if possible, mos
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Americans knew even less, Nor did most Jews or Americans know what, if
anything, the U.S. had done to help European Jewry in the "30s or the
Holocaust era, . .

But we know, or should know, what they didnt. America, under
Demacrat Roosevelt, i nothing to open the immigration gates for German
Jﬁv%s in tthe 305, and helping the Jews was never a priority during the

olocaust.

“Roosevelt was immensely popular among Jews, getting ca. 90 percent of
their votes, in s%ne of his indifference to their brethern’ plight. But today
most historians have nothing but contempt for him. He put 140,000 of his
own citizens, Japanese-Americans, into concentration camps. To be sure, he
didnt kil them. But there can be no mincing words: p_utt|r|1_? those innocents
into camps for their race was a war crime, And fighting Hitler with Blacks
herded into segregated units was also criminal. o

Today, if Churchill is still incorrectly popularly esteemed, his British
em(;)lr_e IS gone, to no one’ regret. And another anti-Nazi, Stalin, is reviled
and his Soviet Union has vanished into the hls_torK books.

In this context, exposing the Zionist role in the Hitler era is part of the
scrutiny of the past, required of historians, and is no different in ﬂ[mmple
than d_eno_uncmgi Roosevelt or Stalin for their crimes, committed while they
were fighting Hitler. o o

The question iswhether it will do some good, todaK, whether it will help
Americans, Jew and ?_entlle, understand Zionism and thereby help save lives,
Palestinian and Isragli, by subjecting todays Israel to the scrutiny called for
by its crimes, past and present. _

| cant answer that. Time will tell. But it doesnt matter, at least for me.
As a historian | can do no other than to dig up the facts and proclaim them.
tTh%]ptEO\/terlg still is true: although the people may not heed, yet must the
ruth'be told.
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Glossary

™ABBreviatiosas, Foreign
Words, and Organizations

Abyssinia—Ethiopia.

Agudas Yisrael—Union of Israel—Pre-Holocaust anti-Zionist Orthodox
movement.

Asc—American Jewish Committee— Right-wing assimilationist grouping.

AJc—American Jewish Congress— Zionist organization identified with
rabbi Stephen Wise.

Aliyah—|mmigration to Palestine.
Altneuland—0Id-new homeland—Palestine.
Alliance Israelite Universelle—French Jewish philanthropy.

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee—Major conservative
Overseas charity.

Anglo-Palestine Bank—Zionist bank in Palestine.
Angriff—The Attack—Propaganda Minister Goebbels’ organ.

Anti-Comintern pact—Treaty between Germany, Italy and Japan, a%ainst
the Communist International, the Stalinist world organization, the
political basis of the war time “Axis.”

Anti-Dreyfusard—Opponent of Alfred Dreyfus, French Jew wrongly
accused of being a spy for the German Kaiser.
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Arrow Cross—Hungarian pro-Nazis.

Ashkenazim—Jews Who settled in northern and eastern Europe.
Distinguished from Sephardim, the minority of other Jews.

Atem tayiu—tiyul—to walk—excursion— Zionist term for rescue, escape.

Autonomism—Movement believing that Jews should have some form of
autonomous self government within Russian and Austro-Hungarian
empires,

Av—Month in Orthodox, 13 month lunar calendar,
Baal— Canaanite god.

Banls cl)f'tlfemple society— I he Templers were a German Protestant sect in
alestine.

Bar mitzvah—Ceremony at 13, when hoys become men.
Besciuv Adonai—Betar hymn,

Betar—Brit Trumpeldor—Sons of Trumpeldor— Revisionist youth organi-
zation. See Revisionists,

B’nai B'rith—S0ns of the Covenant—Pre-Holocaust conservative assimila-
tionist fraternal order, now pro-Zionist.

Bolsheviki—Majorityites—Name of Russian socialist faction which
became the Communist Party.

BUF—British Union of Fascists—Mosleyites.
Brit Habiryonim—Union of Terrorists—Revisionist fascist organization.
Brith Hachayal—Union of Soldiers—Revisionist group.

Brith Hashomrim—Union of Watchmen—Revisionist organization in
Nazi Germany.

Bukra, insha’ allah—Arabic—Tomorrow, God willing.

Bund—General Jewish Workers League— Yiddish socialist movement in
Russia and Poland; anti-Zionist.

Cabala—Medieval Jewish mysticism. Now English for magic, secrecy, etc.
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Center Party— German Catholic party.

Central Bureau for the Settlement of German Jews—HeE_ided by Chaim
Weizmann, it organized German immigration to Palestine.

cv—Centralverein—Central Union of German Citizens of the Jewish
Faith— Defense organization of assimilationist hourgeoisie.

chaldeans—Middle Eastern Christian sect.
Chazan/raohel/shamash— Cantor/circumcizer/sexton.

Dat lea-Avoda—Re”gion of Labor—Labor Zionist glorification of manual
abor.

Deutschen Staat:sanc_ighoerigen juedischen Volkstums—German sbjects
of Jewish nationality.,

Diaspora—Dispersion—Galut.
Dibbuk—A spirit that takes possession of a body.

Dreidel—A tOF for ?ame_s on Chanukah, a minor holiday beefed up to be
the equivalent ot Christmas for modern Jewish kids.

Dror Habonim—Labor Zionist organization.
Deuxieme Bureau—French secret police.

Einiklech—Grandsons of famous hasidic rabbis, who often inherit their
leaclership over their predecessors synagogue, unlike more traditional
synagoguies.

Emergency Committee for Zionist Affai_rs—OfﬁCia| voice of World Zionist
Organization in the United States during the Second World War.

Eretz Yisrael—Land of Israel. Literally the land, not the state.

Fasces— Latin—Bunch of rods with an axle in the middle. Party symbol.
Fronterlebnis—EXperience at the front,

Galut (aka Golah)—Diaspora— Dispersion.

General Zionists—BOUrgeois Zionists divided into rival factions.
Gesellschaft— German—Society.
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Ghedud— Betar unit.

Giovinezza— Youth—Fascist Party’ anthem.

G(ioventu) U(niversitaria) F(ascistay— University Fascist Youth,
Gobi—Manchukuo currency.

Gog and Magog—The Old Testament final war against Judaism.

Ha'avara Ltd.—The Transfer. Trading company set up by World Zionist
Organization to trade with Nazi Germany.

Ha Dagel—The Banner.
Hadassah—Zi0nist women’s organization.
Hadar Betari—Majesty of Betar.

Ha Doar— The Post—Jerusalem newspaper.

Haganah— Defense—Underground militia in Palesting, dominated by
Labor Zionists.

Haman—Enemy of Daniel and Hebrews in Book of Esther.

Ha Note'a Ltd.— Citrus corporation in Palestine which entered into trade
agreement with Nazi Germany.

Hapoel— The Worker—Labor Zionist sports movement.
Hashomer Hatzair—Young Watchmen—Left Zionist youth movement.

Hasidism— Ultra-Orthodox mystic current widespread among Eastern
European Jews.

Hechalutz—Pioneers—Labor Zionist youth movement,
Herut—See Tnuat Haherut,
Histadrut—General Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine.

Hoc—Hitachdut Olei Germania—German Immigrants’ Association in
Palestine.

INTRIA—International Trade and Investment Agency—Zionist company
selling German goods in Britain, affiliate of Ha'avara Ltd.
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In Zwei Welten— German— In 2 Worlds.

Irgun Zve(; Leumi—National Military Organization—Revisionist under-
ground,

1zvestia— Official Soviet gazette.

Jewish Agency for Palestine—Central office of World Zionist o
Organization in Palesting; originally it nominally included non-Zionist
sympathizers.

Jewish Colonial Trust—ZI0nist bank.

JLc—Jewish Labor Committee—Union organization in America, domi-
nated by Bundist sympathizers, anti-Zionist in 1930s.

Jewish Legion—Zionist military organization in British Army during con-
quest of Palesting in WW 1.

JNF—Jewish National Fund—Zionist agricultural fund.

Jewish Telegraphic Agency—ZiOﬂiSt NEWS Service.

Jwv—Jewish War Veterans—right-wing American ex-servicemen’ group-
ing.

Joint—See American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

Joint Boycott Council of the American Jewish Congress and. the Jewish
Labor Committee—Anti-Nazi boycott organization.

Joshua ben Nun—Joshua the son of Nun—The biblical Joshua.

Juden Kommandos— TNe Nazi Jewish-deportation commandos,
Eichmann & Co.

Judenrat—Jewish Council—Nazi puppet council in the ghettos.
Judenrein—Jew-free,
Judenstaat—Jewish State—Title of Theodor Flerzl’ book.

Judenstaat Partei—Jewish State Party—Revisionist splinter group, post-
1934, loyal to World Zionist Organization,

Juedische Rundschau—Jewish Review,
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Jiidische Volkspartei—-Jewish Peoples Party.—Right-wing party in
German Jewish communal politics, dominated by Zionists.

Jiidischen Rettungskomitees aus Budapest— 68 Vaadah,

Jiidischer Verlag—Jewish Publishers—German Zionist publishing house.
Keren Hayesod—Palestine Foundation Fund.

Keren Ka Yemeth—Zionist fund.

Kiova-Kay—QObscure Russian term for Japanese regime in Manchukuo;
Name of sect of pro-Zionists.

kPD— Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands—Communist Party of
Germany.

Labor Zionists—5ee Poale Zion.

Left Poale zion—Labor Zionist splinter grouping with strong Yiddishist
orientation.

Lohamei Herut_Y_israeI—Fi?hterS for the Freedom of Isragl—Stern
Gang—Revisionist splinter group.

Lufttrﬁ_erllchenlluftparnosses—Men who live on air, speculators, wishful-
INKETS.

Maccabi—Zionist Sports organization.

Maki—ISraeli Communist Party.

Mapai—The Labor Party,

Mapam—A “left” labor party, including Hashomer Flatzair.

Maronites—Lebanese sect. They recognize the Pope, but they are allowed
their own rituals.

Menorah—Seven armed candelabra; symbol of Orthodox Judaism.
Mezuzah—SCroll in small tube on doorpost.
Mizrachi—Religious Zionist party.

Mossad—Bureau in charge of illegal immigration for World Zionist
Organization.



Narodnaya Volya—Peoples Will—Nineteenth century Russian non-
Marxist peasant socialists, frequently assassins. Forerunner of the
Social-Revolutionary Party.

Nationale Jugend Herzlia—Revisionist youth movement in Nazi
Germany.

NsDAP—Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei—National
Socialist German Workers Party.

NEMIco—Near and Middle East Commercial Corporation—Affiliated
}\(;I _géalavgratLtd.—Zlomst company selling German goods in the
iddle East.

Neologes—Hungarian equivalent to American Reform Jewry.

Nzo—New Zionist Organization—Revisionist international organization
set up in 1935,

Noar Hazion—Zi0nist organization.
Ostjuden—Eastern or Yiddish Jews,
Palestine Labor Party—Labor Zionist party in Palestine; See Poale Zion,

Palestine Offices—Fourteen worldwide offices for immigration to
Palestine.

Palestine Telegraphic Agency—-ZiOﬂiSt news bureau.
paitreu—Palestine Economic Organization of German Jews.
Pengo—Hungarian currency.

Pilpul—Talmudic nitpicking.

Poale Zion—\Workers of Zion—Labor Zionists.
Pressburg/Bratislava—German and Slovak for city in Slovakia.
Rak b'dam—Hebrew—Only with blood.
Reichshauptbank—German Central Bank.

Reichsverband jiklischer Kulturebunde—German Uni_on OfJeWiSh_
Culture Leagues— Segregationist organization established by Nazis.
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Reichsvertretung der deutschen Juden— Reich Representation of Jews in
Germany—United organization of Jewish hourgeoisie under the Nazis.

Revisionists— Political party established by VIadimir Jabotinsky in 1925-
Rosh Betar—High Betar—Head of Betar.

schnorrers— Yiddish— beggars.

seder—Passover meal and ceremony.

sejm—Polish parliament—pronounced Shem.

shiksa— Hebrew—nhlemish—From Yiddish into English, now universally
meaning gentile woman.

shoah—Hoi ocaust.

sicarii—Assassing during Judean revolt against Rome.
sp—Sicherheitsdienst—Security Service of the SS.
shitadlanuth— Backstairs diplomacy done by rich Jews.

siebenburgen—Sgven fortified “Saxon” towns in southern Transylvania, in
Rumania prior to WW 11, annexed to Hungary during HoloCaust.

spp—Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands— Social Democratic Party
of Germany.

sprachenkampf—German— Language war in Palestine over establishing
Hebrew as the dominant language in Palestinian Zionism.

Spartactis-Weishaupt—Meaning obscure. Spartacus was the leader of a
Roman slave revolt. Spartacus Leai]ue was the name of the early KPD.
?éi%ngéVemhaupt was the head of the Illuminati, a rationalist society,

sperrmarks—German blocked account marks.
ss— Schutzstaffel—Protection Corps.

Staatszionistische Organisation—State Zionist Organization—Revisionist
movement in Nazi Germany, technically unaffiliated to world
Revisionist movement.
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stem Gang—Lohamei Herut Yisrael—Fighters for the Freedom of Israel.

sukkah—A booth for meals and ceremonies during the Feast of
Taberacles.

Talmud— Centuries of comment and debate over Old Testament.

Theresienstadt—Nazi propagandas model concentration camp, for Czech
and prominent foreign Jews.

Tnuat Haherut—Fregdom Movement—Revisionist party in Isral, found-
ed by Menachem Begin.

UNRRA—POst-War United Nations Refugee Relief Agency.
Vaad Hazalah—Jewish Agency’s Rescue Committee during the Holocaust.

vaadah—\/aadat Ezra \/o-Hazalah Bo-Budapest - Budapest Jewish Help
and Rescue Committee.

Vaad Leumi—National Council—Semi-government of Zionist settlement
under the British.

van-Dao—Japanese imperialist ideological term in Manchukuo.
Verboten—German—Forbidden.

Viva L'ltalia! Viva IL Re! Viva IL Ducel— Lo_nlg live Italy! Long live the
King! Long live the Leader!—Mussolini’s titfe,

Working Group—Jewish rescue group in Slovakia.

WJC—World Jewish Congress— Pro-Zionist Jewish defense organization
estahlished in 1936.

wzo—World Zionist Organization— Central body of Zionist movement.
yamato—Name for ancient Japan. Term for imperial ideology.
Yishuv—Zionist settlement in Palestine.

Zibor—Community.

zimri—Murdered in Numbers 25: 1-15, by Phinehas, Aarons grandson,
for having a Midianite girlfriend.

zvip—Zionistische Vereinigung fur Deutschland—German Zionist
Federation,
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